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PROCEEDINGS 

OF   THE 

RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

1883-84- 


The  first  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  January  23, 
1883,  when  Mr.  William  E.  Foster  read  a  paper  on 
"Stephen  Hopkins  and  his  connection  with  the  growth 
of  a  national  sentiment  in  Rhode  Island." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  6,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Par- 
sons read  a  paper  on  "The  early  votaries  of  Natural 
Science  in  Rhode  Island." 

A  meeting  was  held  February  20,  when  a  lecture 
was  delivered  by  Justin  Winsor,  Esq.,  Librarian  of 
Harvard  University,  on  "The  Historical  relations  of 
Latitude  and  Longitude,"  accompanied  by  black-board 
illustrations  of  the  progress  of  discovery  on  the  western 
continent. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  February  27,  to  take 
some  action  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  library  of  the 
late  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett  was 
appointed  to  attend  the  sale  of  the  first  division  of  the 
library,  to  begin  March  13,  and  to  act  for  the  Society  in 
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the  purchase  of  books,  "  under  such  instructions  as  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  may  give." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  6,  1883,  Hon.  Edwin  C. 
Larned  read  a  paper  on  "The  Chicago  Fire  and  the 
Relief  Work." 

A  meeting  was  held  March  20,  when  a  paper,  pre- 
pared by  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  was  read  by  Dr.  Charles 
W.  Parsons,  which  gave  a  sketch  of  "  The  History  of 
the  Providence  Fire  Department  from  1815  to  1853." 
After  the  reading  of  the  paper,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Carpen- 
ter gave  an  account,  from  his  own  personal  experience, 
of  the  Fire  Department  from  1843  to  1860.  Dr.  Par- 
sons read  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  a  Providence 
Fire  Company,  formed  in  1771. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening, 
April  3.  Letters  were  read  from  Rev.  George  E.  Ellis, 
D.  D.,  of  Boston,  and  Rev.  Stephen  D.  Peet,  of  Clinton, 
Wisconsin,  in  acceptance  of  the  appointment  respec- 
tively, of  honorary,  and  of  corresponding  member,  of  the 
Society.  Communications  from  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer 
were  read  relative  to  the  Providence  Arcade,  and  the 
Hamilton  Building,  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications. 

The  President  announced  the  appointment  of  Messrs. 
Rowland  Hazard,  Isaac  H.  Southwick,  and  Richmond 
P.  Everett,  as  a  Committee  to  devise  a  plan  to  meet  the 
increasing  expenses  of  the  Society. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Resident 
Members  :  Benjamin  M.  Bosworth,  Jr.,  Warren  ;  Sam- 
uel H.  Cross,  Westerly ;  and  Messrs.  J.  Edwards  Risley, 
Thomas  R.  Slicer,  Frederic  Talbot,  and  Charles  H. 
Parkhurst,  Providence. 
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Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons  reported,  in  behalf  of  the 
Committee  on  Publications,  the  issue  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Society  for  1882-83,  at  a  cost  of  $102. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett  submitted  a  report  of  what  he 
had  done  as  the  agent  of  the  Society  at  the  sale  of  the 
library  of  the  late  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  Mr.  Cooke  had 
given  $5000  to  the  Society,  payable  in  books  to  be  pur- 
chased at  the  sale  of  his  library.  Mr.  Bartlett  pur- 
chased two  hundred  and  eighty-four  volumes  for 
$675.85,  the  volumes  thus  costing  on  an  average  $2.33 
each. 

Letters  were  read  by  the  Secretary  from  the  Library 
Committee  tendering  the  resignation  of  their  office,  and 
requesting  that  the  Society  would  fill  the  vacancies  they 
made.  •  The  resignation  was  accepted,  and  Messrs. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  William  B.  Weeden,  and  Stephen 
H.  Arnold  were  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancies  made. 

A  quarterly  meeting  was  held  July  3,  1883.  Messrs. 
Dyer,  Southwick,  Hammond  and  Gorton  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  attend  a  celebration  at  Fort  Nini- 
gret  in  Charlestown.  Mr.  William  M.  Bailey  read  a 
paper  on  the  history  of  the  Jacob  Whitman  estate  in 
this  city. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Resident  Mem- 
bers :  Messrs.  T.  P.  I.  Goddard,  Thomas  Vernon,  Joseph 
Peace  Vernon,  Charles  B.  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  all  of 
Providence;  also  Lewis  Hamilton  Meader,  of  Warren. 
— Rev.  William  Hague,  D.  D.,  of  Wollaston  Heights, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb,  Editor  of  the  Magazine 
of  American  History,'  New  York  ;  and  Justin  Winsor, 
Librarian  of  Harvard  University,  were  elected  Corre- 
sponding Members. 
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Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons  resigned  his  place  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Publications,  and  Prof.  J.  L, 
Lincoln  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  made  in 
the  Committee. 

Messrs.  I.  H.  Southwick,  R.  C.  Taft,  Rowland  Haz- 
ard, William  Goddard,  Henry  J.  Steere,  and  Alfred 
Stone,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  the 
matter  of  increasing  the  accommodations  of  the  Society, 
either  by  an  addition  to  the  north  end  of  the  cabinet,  or 
by  such  other  means  as  may  seem  to  them  advisable,  to 
obtain  plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  same,  and 
report  at  a  future  meeting. 

Mr.  Henry  T.  Drowne,  a  Corresponding  Member 
.residing  in  New  York,  read  a  sketch  of  the  life  of 
the  late  Stephen  Whitney  Phenix. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  October  2,  1883.  the 
Secretary  reported  letters  received  from  Mrs.  Martha  J. 
Lamb,  and  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  acknowledging  the 
intelligence  of  their  election  as  Corresponding  Mem- 
bers, and  expressing  their  desire  to  promote,  as  mem- 
bers, the  objects  of  the  Society. 

The  President  called  attention  to  a  Record  of  letters 
received  at  the  Providence  Post  Office  between  October 
6,  1764,  and  July  4,  1775,  the  gift  of  Ex-Governor 
Dyer;  also  the  "History  of  the  Honorable  Artillery 
Company  of  Great  Britain  from  its  incorporation  in 
1537,"  in  two  large  8vo.  volumes  ;  "Familiar  Sketches 
of  Phillips  Exeter  Academy ;"  the  "  Lion  Gardiner 
Papers  and  Biography." 

Dr.  George  A.  Pierce  and  James  H.  Olney  were 
elected  Resident  Members,  and  Col.  John  Thomas 
Scharf,  of  Baltimore,  a  Corresponding  Member. 
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Mr.  B.  B.  Hammond,  from  a  Committee  appointed  to 
represent  the  Society  at  Fort  Ninigret,  and  also  in  the 
erection  of  the  Canonicus  Monument  in  the  North 
Burial  Ground,  submitted  a  report,  which  was  accepted  ; 
and  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  these  gen- 
tlemen for  their  services.  The  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett 
was  appointed  to  act  for  the  Society  at  future  sales  of 
the  Joseph  J.  Cooke  Library,  under  instructions  from 
the  Library  Committe. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons  read  a  copy  of  an  unpub- 
lished letter  of  Roger  Williams,  written  during  the 
Protectorate  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  the  interest  of  law 
and  order  in  the  Providence  Plantations. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  November  7,  1883,  the 
Hon.  Asa  Bird  Gardner,  Judge  Advocate,  U.  S.  A.,  read 
a  paper,  giving  a  sketch  of  the  rise  and  decline  of  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati  in  France  in  the  reign  of  Louis 
XVI.  The  reading  of  the  paper  was  followed  by 
remarks  from  Gen.  Horatio  Rogers,  Gov.  Hoppin,  and 
the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  November  27,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam B.  Weeden  read  a  paper  on  "Indian  Money  in 
New  England  Civilization,"  at  the  conclusion  of  which 
remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  B.  F.  Thurston  and  B. 

B.  Hammond  and  by  the  President. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  December  1 1 ,  Mr.  George 

C.  Mason,  Jr.,  of  Newport,  read  a  paper  on  "  Queen 
Anne  or  Free  Classic  Architecture."     A  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Mason  was  unanimously  passed,  after  remarks  by 
Messrs.  W.  W.  Douglas,  C.  W.  Parsons,  Gov.  Hoppin 
and  by  the  President. 
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The  Sixty-second  annual  meeting  was  held  January 
8,  1884. 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Society  three  letters  : 
the  first  from  Rev.  William  Hague,  D.  D.,  of  New 
York,  accepting  his  appointment  as  Corresponding 
Member ;  the  second  from  Mr.  James  E.  Mauran,  a 
member  of  the  Society  who  resides  in  Newport,  an- 
nouncing the  gift  of  a  portrait  of  his  grandfather,  the 
late  Chief  Justice  Samuel  Eddy,  painted  by  Alexander 
in  1823  ;  the  third. letter  from  the  late  Edwin  M.  Stone, 
presenting  to  the  Society  a  copy  of  his  book  "  Our 
French  Allies." 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  report,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  the  amountof  moneys  received  is 
$859.36,  and  the  amount  paid  is  $833.26,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $26.10.  The  life-membership  fund  amounts 
to  $1000. 

The  President  read  his  Annual  Address,  in  which  he 
reviewed  the  work  done  by  the  Society  during  the  year, 
and  rendered  tributes  of  respect  to  deceased  members, 
and  also  called  attention  to  some  of  the  present  needs 
of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Parsons  read  the  report  of  the  Library  Commit- 
tee which,  after  mentioning  what  had  been  done  in  the 
Library,  emphasized  the  need  of  increased  accommoda- 
tions for  the  classification  of  the  Society's  collections. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Resident  Mem- 
bers: William  A.  Harris,  William  Gammell,  Jr.,  Rev. 
William  H.  Bowen,  Augustus  A.  Wightman,  Dr.  Ariel 
Ballou,  James  Burdick,  Dr.  Charles  V.  Chapin,  Henry 
V.  A.  Joslin,  all  of  Providence  ;  George  C.  Mason,  Jr., 
Newport ;  George  Carmichael,  Richmond. 
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Hon.  John  H.  Stiness  reported  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications,  that  sufficient  material  is  at 
hand  to  constitute  Volume  VII.  of  the  Society's  Collec- 
tions, and  on  motion  it  was  voted,  that  the  Publication 
Committee  is  hereby  authorised  to  publish  Volume  VII. 
of  the  Society's  Collections,  as  soon  as  the  means  of  de- 
fraying the  expense  thereof  are  secured. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Building  and 
Grounds  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  I.  H.  South- 
wick,  and  was  duly  received  and  referred ;  also  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  George  C.  Mason,  Procurator  for  New- 
port, was  read  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Southwick  reported  in  behalf  of  the  Committee 
on  enlarging  the  Cabinet,  submitting  drawings  of  the 
proposed  enlargement,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost,  amounting  to  $12,000.  The  plan  came  to  the  So- 
ciety with  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee. After  explanation  of  the  plan  by  Mr.  Stone,  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  it  was  by  vote  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Society,  and  the  Committee  were 
authorized  to  raise  the  requisite  funds,  and  then  to 
make  the  improvements  recommended. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  the  following  resolutions 
from  the  Library  Committee  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  the  Hon. 
John  K.  Bartlett,  for  his  valuable  services  in  attending  the  Auc- 
tion sales  of  the  Cooke  Library,  his  constant  vigilance  and  ju- 
dicious selection  of  purchases,  as  agent  of  the  Society,  and  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  has  aided  us  in  securing  our  beneficiary 
interest. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  Mr. 
James  Eddy  Mauran  for  the  gift  of  a  life-like  portrait  of  the 
eminent  jurist  and  historian,  the  Hon.  SAMUEL  EDDY,  LL.  D., 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  honored  officers  of  this  Society.  We 
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shall  cherish  this  portrait  as  a  most  valuable  accession  to  our 
gallery  of  Ehode  Island  worthies. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  Mr. 
Charles  Congdon  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  for  his  valuable  gift  of 
the  Publications  of  the  Bradford  Club,  New  York,  in  eleven 
volumes,  and  for  other  proofs  of  generous  interest  in  our  work. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  as 
named  on  pages  3  and  4. 

It  was  voted,  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  ($3. 00),  be  as- 
sessed upon  each  Resident  Member  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  current  year. 

It  was  also  voted,  that  the  Committee  on  Publications 
be  instructed  to  print  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society  for  the  year  1883-84,  including 
in  the  same  the  President's  Address,  the  reports  of  the 
Standing  Committees  and  Procurators,  with  authority 
to  print  at  their  discretion  any  papers  that  have  been 
laid  before  the  Society,  provided  the  whole  expense  of 
the  publication  do  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society: — 

We  close  to-day  the  sixty-first  year  of  our  existence 
as  a  Society.  In  no  former  year  has  the  Society  en- 
joyed a  larger  prosperity  or  been  able  to  perform  a 
more  important  work  in  promoting  the  objects  which 
our  predecessors  had  in  mind  when  they  formed  it  in 
1822,  This  is  shown  in  the  widening  interest  that  is 
manifested  in  all  historical  pursuits  and  in  the  growing 
sense  of  the  importance  of  rescuing  from  waste  and 
decay  and  preserving  in  some  safe  place  of  per- 
manent deposit,  everything  that  may  serve,  in  any 
way,  as  material  for  history.  It  is  on  this  account 
that  we  receive  at  our  Cabinet  a  constantly  increasing 
collection  of  books  and  pamphlets,  of  manuscripts  and 
engravings  and  relics,  and  an  immense  variety  of  ar- 
ticles that  indicate  the  topographical  landmarks  or 
illustrate  the  modes  of  domestic  life,  the  condition  of 
social  manners  and  morals,  the  styles  of  dress  and  any 
other  characteristics  of  earlier  generations.  During 
the  year  we  have  thus  received  1,006  volumes,  2,176 
pamphlets  and  324  other  articles,  which  have  been  sent 
to  us  as  worthy  of  a  place  in  a  Historical  Cabinet.  In 
addition  to  these  we  have  also  received  1,295  volumes 
and  85  unbound  pamphlets  as  a  bequest  from  our  late 
fellow-citizen  and  associate,  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  The 
entire  collection  of  Mr.  Cooke  was  carefully  catalogued 
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and  was  offered  for  sale  in  the  city  of  New  York  in 
three  different  parcels.  The  sale  of  each  parcel  occu- 
pied the  afternoons  and  evenings  of  one  week  in 
March,  one  week  in  October,  and  one  week  in  Decem- 
ber. By  a  vote  of  the  Society,  the  Hon.  John  R. 
Bartlett  attended  as  the  representative  of  its  interests 
at  each  of  these  several  sales,  under  such  .directions 
as  he  might  receive  from  the  Library  Committee,  and 
the  closing  and  most  important  sale  was  also  attended 
by  Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons,  the  chairman  of  that  Commit- 
tee. The  character  of  these  books  and  the  consider- 
ations which  guided  their  selection  will  be  sufficiently 
set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Library  Committee, 
whose  members  gave  very  careful  attention  to  the 
whole  matter.  The  Society  was  also  very  fortunate 
in  having  Mr.  Bartlett  for  its  purchasing  agent,  for 
he  had  long  been  familiar  with  the  bibliographical 
character  of  the  entire  collection  and  knew  both  the 
original  cost  and  the  present  market  value  of  nearly  all 
the  most  important  volumes  which  it  contained.  Mr. 
Bartlett  also  performed  his  very  valuable  services 
without  cost  to  the  Society. 

In  this  manner,  Mr.  Cooke  has  caused  to  be  distrib- 
uted a  large  collection  of  books,  many  of  them  rare  and 
valuable,  together  amounting  to  $50,000  at  their  auc- 
tion price,  among  ten  New  England  libraries,  of 
which  five  are  in  his  native  State  and  four  are  in  his 
native  city.  The  method  adopted  for  this  purpose  is 
unusual  and  has  attracted  much  attention.  But  it  has 
been  resorted  to  at  least  once  before  by  the  late  Mr. 
George  Brinley  of  Hartford,  who  provided  in  his  will 
for  a  similar  distribution  of  one  of  the  largest  and 
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most  valuable  collections  of  books  on  American  His- 
tory ever  made  in  New  England.  It  would  not  be 
easy  to  point  out  a  simpler  or  more  satisfactory  mode 
which  Mr.  Cooke  could  have  selected  for  carrying 
into  effect  his  beneficent  purposes  towards  the  several 
libraries  which  he  desired  to  make  his  beneficiaries. 

Quarterly  meetings  for  the  transaction  of  business 
have  been  regularly  held,  at  which  subjects  of  histor- 
ical interest  have  been  considered  and  discussed.  In 
addition  to  these,  nine  public  meetings  have  been  held 
during  the  year,  at  which  and  also  at  two  quarterly 
meetings,  papers  relating  to  historical  subjects  have 
been  read.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects  of 
these  papers  and  of  their  authors  : 

I.  Stephen  Hopkins   and  his  connection  with  the 
Growth  of  National  Sentiment  in  Rhode  Island,  by 
Mr.  William  ft.  Foster. 

II.  Early  Yotaries  of  Natural  Science  in  Rhode 
Island,  by  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons. 

III.  Relations  of  Latitude  and  Longitude  to  His- 
tory, by  Mr.  Justin  Winsor. 

IV.  The  Chicago  Fire  and  its  Relief  Work,  by  Mr. 
Edwin  C.  Larned. 

V.  The  Early  Fire  Department  of  Providence, 
by  Ex-Governor  Elisha  Dyer. 

YI.  The  Providence  Arcade,  at  a  quarterly  meet- 
ing, by  Ex-Governor  Elisha  Dyer  ;  also,  The  Effigy 
of  the  "  Turk's  Head"  and  the  Jacob  Whitman  Estate, 
by  Mr.  William  M.  Bailey. 

VII  The  Services  of  the  late  Stephen  Whitney 
Pho3nix,  at  a  quarterly  meeting,  by  Mr.  Henry  Thayer 
Drowne,  a  corresponding  member. 
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VIII.  The  Cincinnati   in  France  in  the  reign  of 
Louis  XVI.,  by  Major  Asa  Bird  Gardner,  a  corres- 
ponding member. 

IX.  Indian  Money  in  New  England  civilization, 
by  Mr.  William  B.  Weeden. 

X.  Queen  Anne,  or  Free  Classic    Architecture, 
by  Mr.  George  C.  Mason,  jun. 

These  papers  were  all  carefully  prepared  and  were 
listened  to  with  much  interest  by  audiences  that  gen- 
erally filled  the  Cabinet  hall.  Public  exercises  of  this 
description,  continued,  as  they  have  been  for  several 
years,  have  now  become  an  important  part  of  the  So- 
ciety's yearly  work.  They  have  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  community  a  great  variety  of  subjects 
relating  both  to  local  and  to  general  history,  and 
have  exerted  an  important  influence  in  creating  a  taste 
for  historical  studies  and  pursuits. 

No  result  of  these  newly-developed  tastes  is  more 
striking  than  that  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  forma- 
tion and  services  of  the  Association  of  Veteran  Citi- 
zens for  Historical  Enquiries  which  has  been  formed 
in  Providence.  It  grew  out  of  the  interviews  and 
conversations  of  a  few  elderly  gentlemen  who  took 
pleasure  in  comparing  together  their  personal  recol- 
lections of  the  town  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  their  boy- 
hood. Their  conversations  related  at  first  to  the  spots 
where  certain  famous  buildings  used  to  stand,  to  the 
wharves  and  water-lines  at  which  great  ships  used  to 
land  their  cargoes,  and  at  length  they  have  extended 
to  almost  every  feature  of  Providence  and  its  environs 
as  they  were  early  in  the  present  century,  and  even  to 
the  traditions  relating  both  to  people  and  events  which 
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have  come  down  from  still  earlier  periods.  This  Asso- 
ciation now  numbers  about  one  hundred  members,  and 
holds  meetings  every  week,  at  which  is  brought  to- 
gether, alike  in  written  and  in  oral  statement,  a  vast 
variety  of  information  as  to  nearly  every  subject  of 
public  interest  relating  to  the  town  and  the  State  in 
the  generations  preceding  our  own.  By  its  agency 
many  interesting  historical  memoranda  have  been 
brought  to  light,  and  important  historical  papers  have 
been  prepared  for  publication,  some  of  which  have 
been  deposited  in  our  own  archives.  It  is,  of  course, 
not  to  be  claimed  that  ^all  such  recollections  of  the 
distant  past,  whether  relating  to  persons  or  to  places, 
are  possessed  of  strict  historical  accuracy,  but  when 
skillfully  used  by  those  who  know  how  to  estimate 
historical  probabilities,  they  cannot  fail  to  render  as- 
sistance more  or  less  important,  in  every  endeavor  to 
reproduce  our  ancient  town  as  it  was  when  peopled 
by  the  ancestors  of  its  present  inhabitants.  For  the 
purpose  of  promoting  the  objects  of  their  Association, 
these  veteran  citizens  obtained  from  this  Society,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  committee  on  the  library,  the 
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loan  of  the  Drop-Scene  of  the  Old  Providence  Thea- 
tre, which  presents  a  view  of  the  town  as  it  was  in 
1809-10.  They  retained  it  on  free  exhibition  for  sev- 
eral weeks  of  the  last  Summer,  during  which  it  was 
visited  by  many  hundreds  of  people  who  gazed  with 
singular  surprise  on  the  narrow  dimensions  and  un- 
developed condition  which  Providence  presented 
three-quarters  of  a  century  ago. 

I  have  referred  to  this  Association  of  Veteran  Citi- 
zens which  has  been  formed  in  Providence,  not  only 
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on  account  of  the  useful  service  it  is  rendering  in  cre- 
ating an  interest  in  local  history,  but  also  that  I  may 
express  the  hope  that  its  good  example  will  be  fol- 
lowed in  other  towns  of  the  State,  in  so  many  of  which 
local  history  has  been  greatly  neglected.  The  Associ- 
ation here  had  its  origin  in  the  public- spirited  exertions 
of  a  single  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  our  mem- 
bers residing  in  Newport,  or  if  preferred,  the  local 
Historical  Society  of  that  city,  would  render  a  very 
important  service  if  they  would  take  some  measures  to 
obtain  from  the  elderly  citizens  of  that  ancient  capital 
such  information  as  they  may  possess  of  the  localities 
and  the  people  that  were  conspicuous  in  a  former 
generation.  The  same  ought  also  to  be  done  in  others 
of  the  older  towns  of  the  State  where  it  has  not  been 
already  done.  In  other  States  of  New  England,  and 
to  a  great  extent  in  New  York,  the  history  of  nearly 
every  old  town  has  been  carefully  written  by  compe- 
tent hands.  This  work  has  been  done  in  only  a  few 
of  the  towns  in  Rhode  Island,  and  in  many  of  them 
the  materials  for  doing  it  are  rapidly  disappearing. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  interesting  events 
in  connection  with  the  American  Indians  in  several 
different  parts  of  the  country.  The  most  conspicuous 
of  these  is  the  establishment  of  comparatively  peace- 
ful relations  between  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  and  the  wild  tribes  that  still  roam 
the  plains  of  the  distant  West.  So  promising  have 
these  relations  now  become,  that  the  General  of  the 
Army  as  he  was  retiring  from  active  service  declared 
that  the  days  of  Indian  wars  are  past  and  gone.  Let 


ADDRESS   OF   THE   PRESIDENT.  19 

us  hope  that  he  is  not  too  sanguine  in  his  declaration. 
Considerable  progress  has  also  been  made  in  bringing 
about  a  radical  change  in  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment towards  all  the  aboriginal  tribes  within  the 
domain  of  the  republic.  The  original  mistake  of 
recognizing  them  as  independent  nations  with  which 
treaties  were  to  be  made  that  could  not  be  fulfilled, 
has  been  in  a  great  measure  abandoned.  It  will  re- 
quire, however,  a  long  time  to  do  away  with  its  evil 
consequences  and  to  reduce  the  Indians  of  the  whole 
country  from  their  anomalous  condition,  partly  of  in- 
dependent tribes  and  partly  of  wards  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  that  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  they 
must  ultimately  become.  Much  ethnological  investi- 
gation is  also  now  devoted  to  the  Indians  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  many  of  those  problems  relating  to 
them  which  have  hitherto  been  deemed  insoluble,  will 
at  no  distant  day  find  a  solution.  Meanwhile  Chris- 
tian philanthrophy  is  exerting  itself  more  than  ever 
before  to  reclaim  them  'from  their  barbarism  and  to 
teach  them  the  religion  of  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  to  all  men. 

Among  the  fruits  of  recent  researches  relating  to 
the  American  aborigines,  the  Society  has  received 
from  the  author,  Dr.  Daniel  G.  Brinton  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  is  one  of  our  Corresponding  Members,  a 
volume  entitled  "  Aboriginal  American  Authors  and 
their  Productions:  especially  those  in  the  native  lan- 
guages. A  Chapter  in  the  History  of  Literature." 
It  was  prepared  to  be  read  at  the  International  Con- 
gress of  Antiquarian  Research,  held  in  Copenhagen 
in  August,  1883.  It  is  an  interesting  and  suggestive 


20  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  the  capabilties  of  the 
aboriginal  mind,  of  the  structures  of  aboriginal  lan- 
guages and  of  the  various  forms  of  literature  which 
they  contain,  together  with  notices  of  authors  and  their 
works.  Dr.  Brinton  is  also  the  editor  of  a  series  of  vol- 
umes relating  to  Indian  Archaeology,  of  which,  the  two 
which  have  thus  far  been  published,  are  of  special 
importance.  The  first  is  the  fruit  of  his  own  re- 
searches, and  describes  the  Naya  language  which  was 
once  spoken  in  Yucatan,  and  is  deemed  an  important 
key  to  the  languages  of  Central  America.  The  second 
is  entitled  "  The  Iroquois  Book  of  Rites,"  by  Mr. 
Horatio  Hale.  It  contains,  as  an  introduction,  a  care- 
fully prepared  account  of  the  Iroquois  Indians.  Re- 
searches such  as  these,  can  scarcely  fail  to  assist  us 
in  solving  the  problems  which  pertain  to  Indian  civil- 
ization and  in  preparing  the  way  in  which  the  rem- 
nants of  the  aboriginal  race,  like  the  immigrants  that 
come  to  us  from  every  continent  of  the  globe,  are  at 
length  to  be  mingled  with  the  mass  of  the  American 
people  under  common  institutions  and  laws,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  controlling  forces  of  Christian  civilization. 
In  our  own  State,  during  the  past  year,  public  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  voluntary  extinction  of  one 
of  the  most  powerful  of  the  Indian  tribes  that  occupied 
New  England  at  the  period  of  its  settlement  by  the 
English.  At  the  January  Session  of  1880,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  took  the  initiatory  step  for  abolishing 
the  tribal  existence  of  the  Narragansett  Indians, 
who  to  a  certain  extent  had  maintained,  under  the 
protection  of  the  State,  a  separate  organization  of 
their  own  at  their  ancient  seat  in  the  town  of  Charles- 
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town.  Their  country,  once  extending  over  more  than 
half  the  State,  had  been  reduced  to  a  Reservation  of 
a  thousand  acres  lying  around  the  ancient  Dutch  re- 
doubt known  as  Fort  Ninegret.  Their  numbers  had 
dwindled  to  less  than  four  hundred  persons  of  all  ages, 
of  whom  very  few — perhaps  not  one — were  of  pure  In- 
dian blood,  while  several  of  them  appeared  to  be  little 
else  than  merely  honorary  members  of  the  tribe.  A 
commission  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  and  by  the 
agency  of  its  members,  with  the  full  consent  of  the 
Indians,  their  tribal  existence  was  to  be  surrendered 
on  the  payment  of  $5,000  by  the  State.  The  day  fixed 
for  the  consummation  of  this  agreement  was  the 
twenty-first  of  August,  1883.  The  occasion  was 
marked  by  appropriate  ceremonies  on  the  part  of  the 
State  authorities,  which  took  place  at  Fort  Ninegret. 
At  the  invitation  of  the  Commission  this  Society  was 
represented  by  a  committee  composed  of  the  Hon. 
Elisha  Dyer  and  Messrs.  Isaac  H.  South  wick,  B.  B. 
Hammond  and  Charles  Gorton.  The  scene,  though 
humble  and  remote,  was  fitted  to  recall  to  the  people 
of  the  State  the  days  when  the  exiled  fathers  of  Rhode 
Island  first  came  in  contact  with  this  then  powerful 
tribe  and  when  they  experienced  from  the  greatest 
and  noblest  of  its  Chiefs  the  hospitality  and  kindness 
which  had  been  denied  to  them  by  their  brethren  in 
Massachusetts.  In  no  other  colony  in  New  England, 
and  if  we  except  Pennsylvania,  in  no  other  colony  in 
America,  did  the  early  English  settlers  receive  from 
the  aboriginal  occupants  of  the  soil,  the  friendly  offi- 
ces and  the  humane  treatment  which  were  accorded 
to  the  founders  of  Providence  by  the  Narragansett 
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Chiefs,  Canonicus  and  Miantonomi.  The  long  for- 
bearance of  the  State  in  sanctioning  the  continued  tri- 
bal existence  and  authority  of  this  dwindled  and 
demoralized  race,  is  to  be  ascribed  in  a  large  degree, 
to  the  kindly  memory  of  those  early  days,  which  has 
been  cherished  among  the  people  of  Rhode  Island. 

A  few  weeks  subsequent  to  the  interesting  event  to 
which  I  have  just  referred,  another  opportunity  was 
unexpectedly  afforded  to  the  Society  for  expressing 
its  interest  in  the  historical  memories  connected  with 
the  ISTarragansett  Indians.  In  the  progress  of  some 
sewer  excavations  then  going  on  in  South  Main  Street, 
a  large  boulder  was  unearthed  for  which  the  city 
officials  in  charge  had  no  use.  It  immediately  occurred 
to  the  Rev.  Frederic  Denison,  that  this  stone  was  of 
the  character  which  had  often  been  mentioned  in  this 
Society  as  suitable  to  commemorate  the  early  Indian 
Chiefs  of  Rhode  Island.  It  was  like  that  which  had 
been  set  up  at  Mount  Hope  in.memory  of  King  Philip 
and  also  like  that  which  had  so  recently  been  placed 
in  the  Old  Reservation  at  Fort  Ninegret.  He  imme- 
diately obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  North  Burial  Ground,  who  readily  set  apart  a  spot 
in  that  enclosure  suitable  for  its  reception.  With  the 
assistance  of  a  few  citizens  who  approved  the  design, 
the  expenses  were  paid  of  moving  the  stone  to  the 
designated  spot  and  preparing  it  for  the  office  it  was 
to  fulfill.  It  was  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  that 
a  request  was  made  to  me  that  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society  would  accept  the  preparation  and  di- 
rection of  such  public  exercises  as  might  properly  be 
held  for  setting  apart  this  stone  to  the  memory  of 
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Canonicus,  the  Indian  Chief,  who  more  than  any  other 
befriended  the  illustrious  founder  of  the  State.  The 
request  was  so  much  in  harmony  with  the  antecedents 
and  spirit  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  so  proper  in  itself, 
that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  assume  the  authority  of 
complying  with  it.  I  accordingly  requested  the  same 
gentlemen  who  had  so  recently  represented  the  Soci- 
ety at  Fort  Ninegret  to  prepare  the  exercises  and  take 
charge  of  the  occasion  now  proposed.  They  very 
kindly  complied  with  the  request  and  performed  the 
service  with  excellent  judgment  and  with  eminent 
success.  The  occasion  was  honored  by  the  presence 
of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  other  officers  of  the 
city  government,  and  also  by  the  members  of  the  In- 
dian Commission.  The  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  this  Society,  presided  over  the 
exercises.  An  address  on  the  character  and  services 
of  Canonicus  was  delivered  by  General  Horatio  Rog- 
ers and  a  poem  by  the  Rev.  Frederic  Denison.  The 
memorial  stone,  which  had  been  unveiled  by  Moses 
B.  Prophet,  a  ^Tarragansett  Indian,  was  formally  pre- 
sented with  an  appropriate  address,  by  Mr.  B.  B. 
Hammond  to  the  Mayor  of  Providence  by  whom  it 
was  accepted  in  behalf  of  the  city.  The  Rev.  T.  Ed- 
win Brown,  D.  D.  officiated  as  chaplain  and  hymns 
were  sung  by  a  select  choir  of  pupils  of  the  High 
School.  The  occasion  was  one  of  extraordinary  in- 
terest and  afforded  great  satisfaction  to  a  large  assem- 
bly of  citizens  who  came  to  participate  in  it.  The 
exercises  have  been  printed  and  the  modest  pamphlet 
that  contains  them  will  convey  to  distant  generations 
the  origin  and  meaning  of  the  unshapen  stone  which 
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stands  apart  in  our  City  Campo  Santo,  and  bears  the 
solitary  but  unforgotten  name  of  CANONICUS. 

On  two  still  more  recent  occasions  of  even  wider  his- 
torical interest  has  the  Society  been  invited  to  partici- 
pate in  the  public  ceremonies  with  which  events  of 
national  importance  were  celebrated.  These  were 
the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Evacuation  of  the 
City  of  New  York  by  the  British  troops,  November 
26,  1783,  also  on  the  same  day  the  Unveiling  of  the 
Statue  of  Washington,  erected  on  the  spot  on  which  he 
stood  when  he  first  took  the  oath  of  office  as  President  of 
the  United  States.  The  invitation  for  the  former  was 
received  from  the  New  York  Historical  S  >ciety — that  for 
the  latter  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  The  Society  was  represented  on  each  of 
these  occasions  by  Messrs.  Thomas  Vernon,  Richmond 
P.  Everett  and  Henry  T.  Beckwith,  and  at  the  latter  a 
historical  discourse  of  singular  eloquence  and  power 
was  delivered  by  Mr.  George  William  Curtis,  a  dis- 
tinguished son  of  Rhode  Island  long  resident  in  New 
York.  With  these  magnificent  celebrations  closed  the 
centennial  commemorations  connected  with  the  War  of 
Independence.  There  is  one  other  event  of  whose  cen- 
tennial return  we  were  reminded  by  the  special  procla- 
mation of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  This  was 
the  resignation  of  his  commission  by  the  -victorious 
Commander- in-Chief  of  the  American  Armies  at  the 
close  of  the  revolution,  an  event,  which,  though  it  was 
celebrated  with  no  noisy  demonstrations,  yet  in  simple 
grandeur  towers  above  them  all,  while  as  an  illustration 
of  exalted  character,  I  may  almost  say,  it  stands  alone 
in  human  history. 
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In  this  long  series  of  centennial  observances  which 
began  eight  years  ago,  the  American  people  have  been 
drawn  more  than  ever  before  to  study  the  great  events 
of  their  own  history,  to  meditate  anew  on  the  work  of 
the  founders  of  the  republic,  to  consider  how  it  is  that 
exalted  national  character  is  to  be  formed  and  a  great 
national  destiny  is  to  be  secured.  It  is  thus  that  we  are 
to  learn  how  in  this  portion  of  the  earth  which  Provi- 
dence has  assigned  to  us  we  may  at  length  create  a  new 
civilization  of  guaranteed  freedom  and  legal  equality, 
more  triumphant  over  nature,  more  productive  of  all 
that  is  righteous  and  humane,  of  all  that  is  peaceful  and 
just,  of  all  that  is  grand  and  heroic,  than  man  has  else- 
where attained.  Five  years  from  now  will  come  still 
another  centennial  anniversary — that  of  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  National  Government  under  the  Constitution 
— an  event  most  momentous  in  its  bearings  on  all  that 
we  have  become  and  on  all  that  we  hope  to  be.  That 
constitution  is  the  grandest  achievement  of  American 
statesmanship,  and  its  adoption  and  continued  mainten- 
ance is  the  most  honorable  triumph  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. No  one  of  the  original  thirteen  States  has  received 
so  many  advantages  from  the  Constitution  as  Rhode 
Island,  tardy  though  she  was  in  accepting  it.  It  has 
proved  to  be  the  perpetual  protector  of  the  small  States. 
When  its  hundreth  anniversary  shall  arrive  let  us  hope 
that  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  will  commemorate  it 
in  a  manner  which  shall  show  their  appreciation,  not 
only  of  the  blessings  which  were  secured,  but  also  of 
the  calamities  which  were  averted  by  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  by  their  distrustful  and  reluctant  an- 
cestors. That  transaction  not  only  retained  for  the 
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State  a  place  in  the  Union,  but  it  saved  her  from  dis- 
memberment and  destruction.  The  idea  that  she  could 
exist  as  a  separate  commonwealth,  independent  and 
sovereign,  was  the  dream  of  ignorance  and  infatuation 
which  even  now  it  is  humiliating  to  recall. 

Of  the  contributions  which  have  been  made  to  our 
local  history  during  the  year,  I  take  special  pleasure  in 
mentioning  the  Tract  written  by  our  honored  associate, 
Chief  Justice  Durfee,  entitled,  "  Gleanings  from  the 
Judicial  History  of  Rhode  Island,"  which  forms  the 
eighteenth  volume  of  Mr.  Rider's  series  of  Historical 
Tracts.  This  charming  monograph  is  of  much  greater 
interest  and  importance  than  its  modest  title  is  fitted  to 
suggest.  It  is,  in  reality,  a  sketch  of  the  State  Judiciary 
from  its  early  condition  of  humiliating  dependence  on 
the  legislature  to  its  present  supremacy  in  all  matters 
of  both  equity  and  law.  Few  people,  I  think,  are  aware 
of  the  degradation  to  which  the  judicial  authority  was 
here  subjected.  In  no  other  American  colony  did  the 
legislature  arrogate  to  itself,  to  so  great  an  extent,  both 
the  judicial  and  the  executive  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  exercise  such  unrestricted  control  over  the  in- 
terests and  rights  of  society.  It  assumed  at  its  will 
many  of  the  functions  alike  of  the  Governor  and  of  the 
courts.  At  one  time  it  constituted  its  own  upper  house, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Colony,  and  at  all  times  it  re- 
garded every  court  that  existed  as  its  own  servant 
rather  than  the  servant  of  the  State.  It  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  overrule  its  decisions  and,  at  least  in  one  mem- 
orable instance,  its  lower  house  summoned  to  its  bar 
the  entire  bench  of  five  justices  and  required  them  to 
give  reasons  for  their  judicial  decision.  Down  to  1780, 
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when  the  practice  was  prohibited  by  law,  the  same  per- 
sons often  sat  as  members  of  the  Assembly  and  as 
judges  on  the  bench.  So  late  as  1774  and  1775,  Stephen 
Hopkins,  the  most  distinguished  man  of  the  time,  was 
not  only  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  but 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Assembly  and  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Colony,  all  at  the  same  time.  From  1770  to 
1778,  Metcalf  Bowler  was  Speaker  of  the  lower  house 
of  the  Assembly  and  either  Associate  or  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court.  In  the  present  Constitution  which  was 
adopted  in  1843,  judicial  power  is  vested  in  the  courts 
in  precisely  the  same  words  as  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  But  for  thirteen  years  under  sanction 
of  the  bad  precedents  of  earlier  times,  the  General  As- 
sembly still  continued  to  arrogate  the  judicial  powers  it 
had  so  long  exercised.  The  practice  was  pronounced 
unconstitutional  in  1856,  but  even  then  the  Justices 
who  united  in  the  opinion,  were  threatened  with  re- 
moval for  presuming  to  declare  a  proceeding  of  the  leg- 
islature unconstitutional.  The  Tract  is  also  enlivened 
with  personal  sketches  and  -anecdotes  relating  to  the 
modes  of  judicial  proceeding,  the  judges  and  the  lawyers 
of  former  generations. 

The  paper  read  before  this  Society  in  1881,  by  the 
Hon.  William  P.  Sheffield,  on  "The  Privateers  of  Rhode 
Island,"  and  that  read  in  1882  by  Mr.  Royal  C.  Taft  on 
"  The  Introduction  of  the  Woolen  Manufacture  in  the 
United  States,"  have  been  published  by  their  authors. 

The  most  considerable  volume  relating  to  Rhode 
Island  history  which  has  been  published  during  the  year 
is  entitled  "Our  French  Allies,"  by  the  late  Rev.  Edwin 
Martin  Stone,  and  it  came  to  us  almost  simultaneously 
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with  tidings  of  the  lamented  death  of  its  industrious 
and  painstaking  author.  Mr.  Stone  was  for  thirty-six 
years  a  member  of  this  Society  and  its  published  pro- 
ceedings bear  ample  testimony  to  the  variety  and  ex- 
tent of  his  researches  in  local  history.  In  preparing 
this,  his  latest  work,  he  was  still  engaged  upon  his  fa- 
vorite theme,  the  Annals  of  Rhode  Island ;  for  it  was 
here  that  the  army  and  navy  of  France  first  mingled  in 
the  struggle  for  American  Independence.  He  has 
gathered  into  a  volume  of  more  than  six  hundred  pages, 
a  vast  amount  of  historical  material,  not  only  about  the 
military  services  and  movements  of  the  French,  but  also 
about  the  affairs  of  the  State  and  of  the  country.  It 
introduces  the  reader  into  the  social  life  in  which  the 
cavaliers  of  France  were  accustomed  to  mingle,  especi- 
ally in  Newport  and  Providence.  It  traces  the  sites  of 
their  encampments  and  the  routes  of  their  marches  and 
gives  the  names  of  the  families  of  the  State  by  whom  they 
were  received  and  entertained  on  terms  of  intimacy. 
Indeed  one  is  almost  embarrassed  by  the  number  and 
variety  of  the  subjects  brought  to  his  attention  as  well 
as  of  the  persons,  both  public  and  private,  whose  names 
it  contains  and  whose  characters  it  describes  ;  nor  does 
it  end  with  the  period  when  Frenchmen  were  here  as 
soldiers,  but  it  describes  with  almost  equal  fullness,  the 
coming  of  the  representatives  of  France  in  1881,  to  join 
in  the  centennial  celebration  at  Yorktown,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  received  in  the  State  where 
their  ancestors  had  been  so  hospitably  quartered  a  hun- 
dred years  before.  The  volume  also,  beyond  any  other 
with  which  I  am  acquainted,  abounds  in  pictorial  illus- 
trations of  the  historical  spots  and  famous  men  of 
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Rhode  Island,  both  the  living  and  the  dead.  While  show- 
ing traces  of  the  advanced  age  of  the  author  it  will  still 
be  much  resorted  to  as  a  mine  of  information  and  sug- 
gestion by  those  who  may  seek  to  reproduce,  either  in 
history  or  in  fiction,  the  scenes  and  characters  of  the  in- 
teresting period  to  which  it  relates. 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  six  Resident  Mem- 
bers of  the  Society  have  been  removed  by  death.  They 
are  George  Francis  Wilson,  the  Hon.  William 
Greene,  Albert  Timothy  Elliott,  Henry  Lewis  Kendall, 
the  Rev.  Edwin  Martin  Stone,  and  the  Rev.  Comfort 
Edwin  Barrows,  D.  D.  Brief  notices  of  these,  our  de- 
ceased associates,  have  been  prepared  and  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Annual  Proceedings  of  the  Society. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  I  made  incidental  refer- 
ence to  the  necessity,  which  was  already  apparent,  for 
the  enlargement  of  our  Cabinet  building.  The  acces- 
sions more  recently  made  to  our  collections  of  books  and 
articles  of  historical  interest  have  rendered  this  necessity 
more  pressing  than  was  then  anticipated.  At  the  quar- 
terly meeting  in  July,  a  vote  was  adopted  that  a  com- 
mittee be  apointed  to  prepare  plans  for  such  an  enlarge- 
ment as  may  be  required  for  the  present  and  prospective 
needs  of  the  Society,  and  Messrs.  Southwick,  Taft, 
Hazard,  Goddard,  Steere  and  Stone  were  appointed  to 
constitute  the  committee.  They  presented  a  partial  re- 
port at  the  quarterly  meeting  in  October,  and  they  are 
prepared  to  report  in  full  at  the  present  time.  I  hope 
that  this  proposed  enlargement  will  receive  the  careful 
consideration  of  the  Society,  and  that  it  will  also  secure 
the  approval  of  all  our  fellow-citizens  who  are  interested 
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in  the  liberal   objects   which  we  are   engaged  in   pro- 
moting. 

The  lot  on  which  the  building  stands  was  the  gener- 
ous gift  of  the  late  Richard  Waterman,  one  of  our  earli- 
est members,  to  whom  it  had  descended  by  inheritance 
from  an  ancestor  bearing  the  same  name,  who  was 
amongthe  first  settlers  of  Providence.  This  building  which 
was  erected  in  1844,  was  built  by  subscriptions  obtained 
from  the  public.  The  lot  remains  still  adequate  to  all 
our  wants,  but  the  building  proves  to  be  too  restricted 
for  the  growing  collections  and  the  increasing  work  of 
the  Society,  and  now  at  the  end  of  forty  years  we  are 
compelled  to  ask  the  assistance  of  our  friends  in  extend- 
ing its  dimensions.  I  hope  we  shall  not  ask  in  vain. 
The  services  which  the  Society  has  rendered  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  in  these  forty  years,  have  not  only  justi- 
fied the  liberality  which  was  then  expended  in  its  be- 
half, but  they  have  done  something,  I  think,  to  entitle 
it  to  a  repetition  of  that  liberality  for  meeting  its  present 
necessities.  It  is  the  only  Society  in  Rhode  Island 
which  attempts  to  preserve  the  diversified  objects  which 
may  illustrate  the  manners,  the  modes  of  life,  and  the 
characteristic  spirit  of  former  generations.  Planted 
here,  in  the  friendly  neighborhood  of  the  University,  it 
'is  itself  an  institution  of  public  education.  It  inculcates 
reverence  for  the  past  as  the  parent  of  the  present ;  it 
cultivates  respect  for  ancestry,  and  is  always  ready  to 
encourage  and  assist  all  researches  into  the  origin  and  his- 
tory of  families ;  it  aims  especially  to  diffuse  a  taste  for 
historical  studies  which,  more  than  any  others,  enlarge 
and  liberalize  the  minds  of  a  people  ;  it  also  gathers 
materials  of  every  kind,  from  which  the  historian  may 
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prepare  the  history  of  the  State  and  set  forth  the  re- 
lations which  that  history  sustains  to  the  more  compre- 
hensive annals  of  the  republic.  From  its  members  and 
its  friends,  from  all  who  appreciate  high  and  generous 
purposes  such  as  these,  the  Society  now  solicits  the  as- 
sistance it  needs  in  carrying  forward  and  in  enlarging 
the  honorable  and  useful  work  in  which  it  is  engaged. 


REPORT   OF   THE    COMMITTEE    ON    THE 
LIBRARY. 


The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  present 
their  annual  report : 

The  members  of  this  Committee  who  were  elected  at 
the  .annual  meeting,  January  9,  1883,  resigned  this 
appointment,  by  a  communication  dated  March  1.  At 
the  next  regular  meeting,  April  3,  their  resignation  was 
accepted,  and  the  undersigned  were  appointed  in  their 
stead.  Our  term  of  service,  therefore,  includes  only 
three-fourths  of  the  year,  while  this  report  covers  the 
whole  period  since  the  annual  meeting,  at  which  time 
a  full  and  able  report  was  submitted  by  our  predeces- 
sors. 

The  Hon.  Amos  Perry  was  found  in  performance  of 
the  duties  of  Librarian,  and  has  been  continued  in  that 
position.  Your  Committee  desire  to  record  their  high 
estimate  of  his  fidelity  and  diligence. 
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This  Committee  has  charge  of  receiving  and  disburs- 
ing the  money  appropriated  by  the  General  Assembly, 
to  meet  the  expense  of  custody,  arrangement  and  care 
of  documents.  This  money,  amounting  to  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year,  has  been  duly  drawn  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments, and  applied  to  the  compensation  of  our  Libra- 
rian. 

The  library  building  has  been  kept  open  for  five  and 
a  half  hours  a  day  on  week  days,  except  that  the  Libra- 
rian has  been  permitted  to  close  it  on  Saturday  after- 
noons, and  was  also  allowed  a  vacation  of  two  weeks  in 
August. 

The  Cabinet  has  been  more  than  ever  before  the 
resort  of  members  and  other  persons  engaged  in  histor- 
ical, genealogical  and  legal  researches.  It  has  been 
visited  by  persons  from  various  parts  of  our  State  and 
country,  some  of  whom  are  doubtless  drawn  by  curi- 
osity ;  but  a  majority,  it  is  presumed,  come  because  they 
are  interested  in  the  objects  for  which  this  Society  was 
founded.  Members  of  kindred  institutions  in  neighbor- 
ing states,  and  in  the  far  west,  have  come  to  learn  and 
report  what  we  are  doing,  and  how  we  are  carrying  for- 
ward our  work,  and  several  written  inquiries  have  been 
made  to  the  same  effect. 

The  number  of  books  issued  from  the  library  the  last 
year  is  more  than  double  that  of  any  previous  year. 
Among  the  duties  devolving  on  the  Librarian  are  these  : 
to  record  and  acknowledge  gifts  to  the  library  ;  to  keep 
an  account  of  exchanges  with  corresponding  institu- 
tions ;  to  note  books  issued  and  returned  ;  to  conduct 
correspondence,  and  to  answer  oral  inquiries.  Perhaps 
the  most  important  of  all  his  duties  at  present  is  to 
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properly  index,  classify  and  catalogue  books,  and  vol- 
umes of  pamphlets  and  manuscripts.  In  this  work, 
marked  progress  has  been  made.  Many  pamphlet-vol- 
umes and  some  manuscript-volumes  have  been  indexed. 
More  than  three  thousand  books  have  been  catalogued 
and  nearly  as  many  pamphlets.  The  want  of  shelf- 
room  prevents  the  best  classification  and  arrangement. 
The  system  of  cataloguing  is  by  cards,  each  giving  the 
shelf-number.  Your  Committee  have  tested  the  accu- 
racy with  which  it  has  been  carried  out,  and  have  found 
very  few  errors  or  omissions. 

The  additions  to  the  library  and  cabinet,  from  the 
usual  sources,  amount,  according  to  record,  to  3,506 ; 
of  which  1,006  may  be  classed  as  bound  volumes  ; 
2,176  as  pamphlets,  and  324  as  miscellaneous,  includ- 
ing pictures  and  engravings,  and  all  sorts  of  relics  and 
curiosities.  This  enumeration  is  exclusive  of  books 
derived  from  the  bequest  of  our  late  associate,  Mr. 
JOSEPH  J.  COOKE,  which  will  be  noticed  separately  ; 
also  of  duplicates  intended  merely  to  serve  as  material 
for  exchange,  and  Rhode  Island  newspapers  and  docu- 
ments, which  are  property  of  the  State  placed  here  for 
safe  keeping.  There  are  various  sources  of  uncertain- 
ity  in  this  count  of  accessions,  and  the  exact  numbers 
are  of  little  importance. 

Among  the  bound  books  most  appropriate  to  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Society,  which  have  been  added  during  the 
year,  we  may  name  the  following :  the  third  volume  of 
Mr.  George  W.  Greene's  Life  of  General  Nathanael 
Greene.  Historical  Studies  by  the  same  author,  (1850). 
The  Papers  and  Biography  of  Lionel  Gardiner,  with  an 
appendix  by  Curtis  C.  Gardiner,  St.  Louis,  1883. 
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Dring's  Recollections  of  Jersey  Prison-ship,  by  Albert 
G.  Greene,  one  of  a  hundred  copies  of  a  reprint. 
Upham's  early  Lectures  on  Witchcraft,  (1832,)  and  his 
elaborate  and  classical  monograph  on  Witchcraft  and 
Salem  Village,  2  volumes,  1867.  The  Quaker  Inva- 
sion of  Massachusetts,  by  R.  P.  Hallowell,  1883.  Pio- 
neers of  Ohio,  by  Samuel  P.  Hildreth.  Rev.  Jonathan 
Mayhew's  famous  sermon  on  Unlimited  Submission  and 
Non-resistance  to  the  Higher  Powers,  preached  in  Bos- 
ton, January  30,  1750,  and  printed  in  that  year.  Col- 
lections of  Epitaphs  in  the  old  burial-grounds  at  Block 
Island,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  Fishkill,  N.  Y.  Antique 
Views  of  Boston,  1882.  Groton  during  the  Indian 
Wars,  and  two  other  works  on  the  early  history  of  Gro- 
ton, Mass.  History  of  the  Greek  revolution,  by  Dr. 
Samuel  G.  Howe,  1828.  Genealogies  of  the  families  of 
Bliss,  Peirce,  Folsom,  Bedford,  Andrews,Pigot,  Bedford, 
Hawkins,  Wendell,  Parkhurst,  &c.  Canada  in  the  sev- 
enteeth  century,  from  the  French  of  Pierre  Roucher, 
Montreal,  1883.  Three  volumes  of  Una,  edited  by  the 
late  Mrs.  Paulina  Wright  Davis,  Providence,  1853-55. 
Seventeen  volumes  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Quarterly, 
1853-1869,  the  earlier  volumes  published  in  Providence. 
Documentary  History  of  New  York,  in  4  vols.  octavo. 
A  lithographic  reprint  of  "An  Historical  and  Geographi- 
cal Account  of  the  Province  and  County  of  Pennsilva- 
nia  and  of  West  New  Jersey,  by  Gabriel  Thomas,"  Lon- 
don, 1698.  New  York  City  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, 1861,  containing  a  map  of  the  city,  1766-67. 
Aboriginal  American  Authors,  and  their  productions, 
&c.  by  Daniel  G.  Brinton,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia, 
1883. 
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The  following  work  deserves  special  notice:  History 
of  the  Honourable  Artillery  Company  of  London,  in 
two  fine  octavo  volumes,  by  Captain  G.  A.  Eaikes,  pre- 
sented by  the  author. 

The  family  of  our  late  President  Zachariah  Allen, 
have  presented  numerous  copies  of  a  Memorial  of  him, 
prepared  at  their  request  by  our  Secretary.  This  offer- 
ing of  pious  affection,  commemorating  an  eminently  use- 
ful life,  is  received  with  tender  interest  and  gratitude. 
We  have  also  to  acknowledge  a  Memorial  of  the  late 
John  Barstow,  Esq.,  given  us  by  his  family. 

We  must  particularly  notice  the  gift  of  eleven  vol- 
umes of  the  Publications  of  the  Bradford  Club  in 
~New  York,  received  from  Mr.  Charles  Congdon,  of 
Brooklyn.  These  volumes  preserve  documents  of 
historical  value,  or  literary  productions  which  are  now 
scarce.  The  gift  deserves  especial  notice  from  our 
Society. 

The  latest  donation,  but  just  come  to  hand,  is  the 
work  of  our  late  associate,  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone. 
It  was  published  at  the  very  time  of  his  fatal  illness. 
Under  the  title,  "  Our  French  Allies,"  it  describes  the 
services  of  the  French  in  our  revolutionary  war;  and 
its  chief  value,  we  think,  will  be  found  in  the  detailed 
account  of  the  encampment  in  Providence. 

Many  pamphlets  received  are  of  great  local,  or  his- 
torical interest.  In  those  which  are  most  recent  and 
apparently  least  instructive  are  contained  the  mate- 
rials of  history ;  and  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  our 
Society  is  to  collect  this  fugitive  and  perishing  litera- 
ture, to  preserve  it  securely,  and  to  render  its  use  easy 
by  proper  arrangement  and  cataloguing.  Large  col- 
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lections  of  pamphlets  relating  to  ecclesiastical  history 
in  the  United  States  have  been  received,  especially 
from  Rt.  Rev.  William  Stevens  Perry,  Bishop  of  Iowa, 
and  our  friend  Bishop  Clark;  and  many  miscellaneous 
pamphlets  and  volumes  of  bound  pamphlets  have 
been  given  by  Mr.  Henry  T.  Beckwith,  Hon  John  R. 
Bartlett,  &c.  Especially  we  must  name  thirteen  bound 
and  indexed  volumes  of  pamphlets,  mostly  connected 
with  Rhode  Island,  from  Mr.  Beck;with. 

Among  the  additions  to  our  manuscripts,  are  these : 
A  copy  of  a  letter  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stiles,  on  the  in- 
quiries made  by  Royal  Commissioners  into  the  attack 
on  the  Gaspee,  dated  February  16,  1773,  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  Rev.  Elihu  Spencer,  of  Trenton,  "N".  J.* 
A  paper  on  the  ancestry  of  Commodore  Abraham 
Whipple  by  Albert  Holbrook,  Esq.  An  orderly-book 
of  Col.  Joseph  Barton,  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  December, 
1776.  Materials  used  in  preparing  Mackenzie's  Life 
of  Commodore  O.  H.  Perry.  A  paper  on  the  old 
Turk's  Head  in  Providence,  by  W.  M.  Bailey,  Esq. 
History  of  the  Providence  Fire  Department,  from 
1815  to  1853,  by  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer.  An  account 
of  the  Providence  Arcade,  by  the  same.  Reminis- 
cences of  Providence,  from  the  papers  of  the  late 
Walter  R.  Danforth.  A  notice  of  the  graves  of 
Governors  John  and  Samuel  Cranston,  in  Newport. 
A  collection  of  notes  on  Flax-Culture,  especially  in 
the  United  States,  made  by  Dr.  Usher  Parsons.  A 
catalogue  of  the  known  likenesses  of  Daniel  Webster. 
An  Indenture  of  Silvester  Bowers,  as  saddler,  1792. 

*Extracts  from  this  letter  occur  in  Holmes'  Life  of  Stiles,  pp.  1G6,  &c.,  but 
the  whole  letter  has,  we  believe,  never  been  published. 
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Among  accessions  of  pictures  and  miscellaneous 
articles,  we  may  enumerate  the  following:  a  French 
engraving  of  Pawtucket  falls,  with  the  old  wooden 
bridge  above  them, — numerous  photographs  and  en- 
gravings of  buildings,  mostly  in  Providence  and  Paw- 
tucket,  of  the  originals  of  which,  many  have  disap- 
peared,— different  photographs  of  the  memorials  of 
French  officers  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  of  the 
boulder  monument  to  the  Sachem  Canonicus,  with 
the  group  ol  citizens  present  at  the  dedication  of  the 
latter, — a  framed  engraving  of  the  battle  of  Lake 
Erie, — a  map  illustrating  the  topography  of  the  cam- 
paign in  Rhode  Island  in  1778. — a  valuable  collection 
of  lithographic  engravings,  fourteen  in  number,  enti- 
tled "  The  City  and  Scenery  of  Newport,"  accompa- 
nied by  text,  and  published  at  Burlington,  ~N.  J.,  in 
1857, — an  engraving  illustrating  the  origin  of  the 
Stars  and  Stripes.  Of  specimens  of  portraiture,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  is  a  fine  steel  engraving  from 
Sir  Thomas  Lawrence's  portrait  of  the  eminent  pain- 
ter Benjamin  West,  born  in  Pennsylvania,and  who  suc- 
ceeded Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  as  President  of  the  Royal 
Academy  in  England.  This  engraving  is  well  framed, 
and  is  a  gift  from  Mr.  Darius  Chase,  who  has  done 
us  much  good  service  in  restoring  old  pictures.  The 
painting  belongs  to  the  Wadsworth  Athenaeum 
at  Hartford,  and  was  restored  by  Mr.  Chase  at  the 
time  when  this  engraving  was  made.  A  copper-plate 
engraving  of  the  late  Stephen  Whitney  Pho3nix;  a 
small  bust  of  the  Rev.  President  Caswell ;  a  fine  pho- 
tograph of  Dr.  Levi  Wheaton,  and  numerous  photo- 
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graphic  and  engraved  likenesses  of  members  and 
other  persons  have  been  added. 

Our  gallery  of  portraits  has  just  received  a  very 
important  addition.  This  is  a  likeness  in  oil,  vigor- 
ously painted  by  Alexander,  of  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Eddy.  It  bears  date  of  1823.  Judge  Eddy  was 
born  in  1769,  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and  Secre- 
tary and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State.  He  died  in 
1839.  He  was  the  earliest  elected  member  of  this 
Society,  was  a  trustee,  1822-24,  and  Vice-President, 
1828-31.  He  was  distinguished  for  industry  in  his- 
torical pursuits,  and  was  always  ready  to  defend  the 
good  name  of  our  commonwealth,  by  a  clear  state- 
ment of  the  results  of  thorough  and  accurate  research. 
A  conspicuous  example  was  in  his  refutation  of  the 
charge  of  inconsistency  in  the  legislation  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  excluding  Papists  from  civil  rights.  By 
careful  examination  of  the  early  laws,  he  showed 
that  no  such  legislation  had  ever  taken  place,  or  at 
any  rate  had  ever  been  recorded. 

Under  this  miscellaneous  heading  may  be  mention- 
ed six  models  of  steamboats  and  sailing  vessels  form- 
erly owned  in  Providence ;  a  series  of  seven  banners 
used  in  the  "  Dorr  War,"  and  emblazoned  with  senti- 
ments of  liberty  and  patriotism;  sundry  relics  of  Fort 
Sumter,  &c.  Very  valuable  unbound,  and  in  some 
instances  incomplete  sets  of  newspapers,  many  of 
them  published  in  Rhode  Island,  have  been  received 
from  various  individuals,  especially  from  Henry  Bar- 
ton, Esq  ,  Israel  Amsbury,  Esq.,  and  the  late  Rev. 
Edwin  M.  Stone. 
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Three  broadsides  deserve  special  notice.  The  old- 
est is  in  the  name  of  their  Majesties,  William  and 
Mary,  soon  after  their  accession,  1689,  addressed  to 
those  charged  with  the  government  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  and  authorizing  them  to  continue  in 
power  till  superseded.  One  is  a  thanksgiving  proc- 
lamation of  Gov,  Samuel  Shute  of  Massachusetts, 
1721,  enumerating  the  "  awful  rebukes  of  Heaven  " 
with  so  much  emphasis  of  detail  as  to  make  the  do'c- 
ument  bear  the  aspect  more  properly  of  a  proclama- 
tion of  fasting  and  humiliation.  The  third  is  a  "  Royal 
Gazette  extraordinary,"  dated  New  York,  April  5, 
1783,  and  containing  the  fresh  news  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  lately  rebellious  colo- 
nies, said  to  have  been  signed  November  30,  1782. 
This  last  is  a  deposit  in  our  Cabinet,  not  an  absolute 
gift.  These  broadsides  or  handbills  are  useful,  not 
only  by  the  information  they  convey.  They  serve  as 
talismans,  to  give  life  to  our  conceptions,  and  repro- 
duce the  emotions  and  thoughts,  the  very  form  and 
pressure  of  past  time. 

The  Society  has  received,  from  a  lady  of  Provi- 
dence, the  gift  of  an  oil-painting,  representing  a 
maiden  of  Indian  origin,  one  of  the  last  survivors  of 
the  native  tribe  once  inhabiting  Nantucket.  She  was 
not  of  unmixed  blood;  but  the  brown  cheeks  and 
straight  black 'hair  indicate  descent  from  the  aborigi- 
nal race.  The  tribes  that  inhabited  Nantucket  and 
Martha's  Vineyard  were  numerous  when  these  islands 
first  came  under  the  ownership,  in  1641,  of  Thomas 
Mayhew,  afterward  styled  Governor  of  Martha's 
Yineyard,  whose  descendants  for  several  generations 
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devoted  themselves  to  the  pious  work  of  conversion  of 
the  Indians.  Experience  Mayhew,  a  great-grandson 
of  Gov.  Thomas  Mayhew,  wishing  to  improve  on 
Eliot's  Indian  translation  of  the  Bible,  which  was  not 
quite  adapted  to  the  dialect  of  the  island-natives, 
translated  the  Psalms  and  the  Gospel  of  John;  and 
this  translation,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Massachu- 
setts Psalter,"  was  published  at  Boston  in  1709. 
Among  the  curious  volumes  which  have  long  slum- 
bered on  our  shelves,  and  have  lately  been  unearthed, 
is  a  complete  and  well-preserved  copy  of  this  Psalter. 
Mr.  J.  Hammond  Trumbull  says  of  this  work:  "  The 
Massachusetts  Psalter  in  good  condition  is  rare. 
Most  of  the  copies  I  have  seen  bear  marks  of  much, 
and  not  always  gentle,  handling,  and  have  lost  more 
or  less  of  their  leaves."  The  translator  was  esteemed 
one  of  the  best  masters  of  the  Indian  tongue.  The 
English  and  Indian  versions  being  printed  in  parallel 
columns,  the  book  furnishes  easy  lessons  in  the  vocab- 
ulary. 

The  circumstance  of  finding  this  rare  and  inter- 
esting work,  which  we  had  long  possessed  without 
knowing  it,  reminds  us  of  several  similar  instances, 
resulting  from  the  careful  examination  and  catalogu- 
ing of  our  books.  Among  the  works  thus  restored 
to  possible  usefulness,  is  the  curious  duodecimo  by 
William  Claggett,  entitled  "A  Looking-Glass  for 
Elder  Clarke  and  Elder  Wightman,  and  the  Church 
under  their  care,"  etc.,  printed  at  Newport,  1721. 
Claggett  was  early  involved  in  ecclesiastical  contro- 
versy, and  was  afterward  known  as  an  electrician  and. 
clock  maker.  A  copy  of  his  book  brought  at  the 
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Brinley  sale  $25.  Ours  was  presented  in  1857,  by 
the  eminent  antiquary  of  Boston,  the  late  J.  Wingate 
Thornton.  Numerous  cases  of  like  resuscitation 
might  be  named  if  we  had  time. 

A  generous  friend  of  the  Society,  as  modest  as  he 
is  generous,  gave  early  in  the  year  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars,  as  a  special  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
This  has  been  spent  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

A  large  and  altogether  unprecedented  accession  to 
the  library  came  from  the  bequest  of  our  late  felJow- 
citizen,  JOSEPH  JESSE  COOKE,  Esq.  By  his  will,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  was  bequeathed  to  each 
of  ten  libraries,  of  which  this  was  one:  "provided  that 
the  same  shall  be  used  in  payment  for  bills  of  any 
books  which  may  be  sold  to  them  by  auction,  by  my 
executors  or  their  successors,  at  any  sale  thereof,  but 
not  otherwise."  This  provision  having  been  made 
known  to  the  Society  by  the  executors,  a  special 
meeting  was  held  February  27th,  to  take  measures 
for  securing  our  beneficiary  interest;  and  the  Hon. 
John  R.  Bartlett  was  appointed  agent,  to  represent 
the  Society  at  the  first  of  three  auction  sales  into 
which  the  whole  was  divided, — to  act  under  such  in- 
structions as  the  Committee  on  the  Library  might 
give.  Mr.  Bartlett  attended  to  this  duty  with  dili- 
gence and  discretion,  and  secured  for  our  library  294 
volumes,  at  an  average  nominal  expense  of  $2.30  a 
volume.  The  most  important  series  in  this  purchase 
was  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  from  1731  to  1856; 
in  all  203  volumes,  substantially  bound,  with  a  gen- 
eral index  in  five  volumes.  This  magazine  is  of  great 
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value  as  a  contemporaneous  record  of  English  history, 
including  that  of  the  American  colonies  through  the 
whole  period  of  the  revolutionary  conflict,  and  also 
of  general  history  and  biography  for  a  century  and 
a  quarter.  The  nominal  cost  of  this  series  was 
$355.25.  A  very  valuable  manual  of  chronology  in 
the  French  language, — "L'  Art  de  verifier  les  Dates," 
in  42  volumes  (Paris,  1819-1844),  was  bought  for 
$96.60.  The  six  folio  volumes  of  the  Complete  Col- 
t lection  of  State  Trials  (London,  1730),  cost  $28.50. 
The  Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil of  England,  1386-1443,  (London,  1835,)  cost 
$13.75.  A  very  handsome  copy  of  Fronde's  History 
of  England  from  the  fall  of  Wolsey  to  the  death  of 
Elizabeth,  in  twelve  royal  octavo  volumes,  large 
paper,  sold  for  $39. 

The  second  auction  sale  under  the  Cooke  bequest 
took  place  the  first  week  in  October;  and  Mr.  Bart- 
lett  again  served  as  agent  of  the  Society,  under  a 
vote  which  appointed  him  in  precisely  the  same  lan- 
guage, and  under  the  same  conditions  as  before.  The 
purchases  at  that  sale  amounted  to  282  volumes,  at  an 
average  cost  of  $2.57  per  volume.  This  portion  of 
the  library  contained  hardly  any  material  nearly  con- 
nected with  Rhode  Island  history,  but  Mr.  Bartlett 
succeeded  in  procuring  many  works  of  European  his- 
tory, biography,  geography,  and  travel,  such  as  are 
appropriate,  if  not  essential,  to  our  wants.  The  most 
costly  series  is  the  Journal  of  the  Geographical  Soci- 
ety of  London,  from  1833  to  1875,  in  forty-five  vol- 
umes, costing  $213.75.  The  I^otes  and  Queries  in 
thirty-nine  volumes,  and  three  series,  with  copious 
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indexes,  London,  1849-1867,  came  to  $165.75.  Chal- 
mer's  Biographical  Dictionary,  London,  1812-1817, 
thirty-two  volumes,  sold  for  $S8.  There  were  several 
Collections  of  Voyages  and  Travels,  in  French  and 
English, — in  all  sixty-five  volumes.  Parliamentary 
Proceedings  and  Debates,  1774-1792.  Two  works 
illustrating  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  England, 
Strype  and  Collier.  Brunei's  most  valuable  biblio- 
graphical index,  "Manuel  du  Libraire,"  in  six  volumes. 
Two  supplementary  volumes  have  been  published, 
which  our  Society  will  do  well  to  procure. 

The  third  portion  of  the  Cooke  Library  was  sold  at 
auction  in  December.  This  portion  consisted  mostly 
of  Americana,  and  was  by  far  the  most  interesting  to 
us,  and  to  other  similar  societies.  Mr.  Bartlett  was 
again  appointed,  at  the  October  meeting,  by  a  special 
vote,  expressed  in  the  same  language  as  on  the  two 
former  occasions,  with  an  added  provision  authorizing 
this  Committee  to  see  that  the  Society  was  duly  rep- 
resented in  case  of  Mr.  Bartlett's  disability.  Your 
Committee  conferred  with  the  President  of  the  Soci- 
ety and  with  Mr.  Bartlett.  They  endeavored  to  not 
only  consider  each  of  the  titles  offered  on  the  cata- 
logue, but  to  determine  some  principles  of  action  to 
govern  in  doubtful  cases.  Much,  however,  was  nec- 
essarily left  to  decision  at  the  time  of  sale.  One 
result  of  our  interviews  was  a  preference  for  books 
that  would  be  useful  to  students,  or  those  that  •  are 
directly  associated  with  Rhode  Island,  over  those 
whose  value  arises  merely  from  curiosity  or  rarity. 
Generally  speaking,  very  voluminous  or  expensive 
books,  not  pertaining  to  New  England  history,  or  at 
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any  rate  to  the  United  States,  were  not  to  be  bought, 
unless  perhaps  with  a  view  of  exchanging  or  selling 
them.  Standard  American  histories  and  the  writings 
of  American  statesmen  were  to  be  bought  if  offered 
at  moderate  prices.  Utility  rather  than  curiosity  was 
to  be  considered. 

The  whole  number  of  bound  volumes  purchased  at 
this  third  sale  was  719,  and  pamphlets  85,  at  an 
average  price  of  nearly  four  dollars  and  a  half. 
Among  those  pertaining  more  or  less  closely  to  Rhode 
Island  history  are  these:  John  Cotton's  Bloudy 
Tenent  Washed,  etc.,  1647;  a  tract  by  William  Cod- 
dington,  published  in  1674,  entitled,  "A  Demonstra- 
tion of  True  Love  unto  you,  the  Rulers  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Massachusetts,"  etc.;  an  account  of  the  late 
Revolution  in  New  England,  by  Nathaniel  Byfield, 
of  Bristol,  1689;  a  reprint  of  Madam  Sarah  Knight's 
Journal,  kept  in  the  year  1704;  the  Speech  of  Check- 
ley,  at  his  Trial  in  Boston  for  publishing  Leslie's 
"Short  and  Easy  Method  with  Deists,"  1738;  Stephen 
Hopkins'  rare  and  remarkable  tract,  "  The  Rights  of 
the  Colonies  Examined,"  Providence,  1765;  Stiles' 
History  of  the  Three  Judges  of  Charles  I,  1794; 
D wight's  Travels  in  New  England  and  New  York, 
1821;  Church's  King  Philip's  War,  with  notes  by 
Henry  Martin  Dexter,  1865 ;  Life  and  Works  of  Gil- 
bert Stuart,  by  George  C.  Mason,  1879;  and  numer- 
ous family-genealogies  and  pamphlets.  The  whole 
forms  an  important  addition  to  our  Rhode  Island 
department. 

Some  works  relating  to  America  were  as  follows  : 
Life  of  Samuel  Adams,1866 ;  Narrative  of  Ethan  Allen's 
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Captivity,  1807:  American  Archives,  in  9  volumes; 
a  reprint  of  Bay  Psalm  Book,  1862;  Bishope's  New 
England  Judged,  etc.,  1703;  DeBry's  Hariot's  Vir- 
ginia, a  reprint;  tracts  by  Las  Casas;  Charlevoix's 
History  of  New  France,  in  3  quarto  volumes,  Paris, 
1744;  Clarkson's  Memoir  of  William  Penn;  Colden's 
Life  of  Robert  Fulton;  Cusick's  History  of  the  Six 
Nations ;  Drake's  History  and  Antiquities  of  Boston ; 
Drake's  Witchcraft  Delusion  in  New  England ;  Dun- 
lap's  History  of  the  Arts  of  Design  in  the  United 
States;  Esquemeling's  Bucaniers  of  America,  1684; 
Historical  collections  of  Louisiana;  Gibbes'  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  American  Revolution;  Hin- 
man's  Catalogue  of  the  First  Puritan  Settlers  of 
Connecticut;  Hosack's  Memoir  of  DeWitt  Clinton; 
Life  of  John  Paul  Jones;  Kalm's  Travels;  Writ- 
ings of  Henry  and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and 
Memoir  of  the  latter ;  Massachusettensis,  by  Dan- 
iel Leonard,  1776 ;  Mather's  Magnalia.  London, 
1702;  Mourt's  Relation,  1622 ;  Neal's  History  of  New 
England,  1720  ;  Penhallow's  History  of  the  Wars  of  New 
England  with  the  Eastern  Indians  ;  Pownall's  "  The 
Administration  of  the  Colonies,"  1 768  ;  Ramsay's  His- 
tory of  the  American  Revolution  ;  Description  of  New 
England,  etc.,  by  Captain  John  Smith,  London,  1616 ; 
William  Smith's  History  of  Canada ;  Sparks'  Life  of 
Gouverneur  Morris,  and  Library  of  American  Biography, 
in  25  volumes  ;  Historical  Writings  of  the  late  William 
L.  Stone ;  Walsh's  Appeal ;  The  Simple  Cobbler  of 
Agawam,  London,  1647 ;  Marshall's  Life  of  Washing- 
ton ;  Irving's  Washington,  a  beautiful  copy  with  numer- 
ous inserted  illustrations. 
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There  are  also  various  sets  of  Historical  Collections  ; 
Histories  of  Connecticut,  .New  York,  Virginia,  Canada  ; 
the  standard  histories  of  Hildreth,  Parkman,  etc.,  and 
the  writings  of  Adams,  Jefferson.  Franklin,  Hamilton, 
Thomas  Paine,  and  the  Orations  of  Webster  and 
Everett. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  give  some  notice  of  the 
personal  history  of  a  benefactor  to  whom  we  are  so 
much  indebted.  Mr.  Cooke  was  of  genuine  Rhode 
Island  stock,  descended  from  several  families  noted  in 
the  history  of  Providence,  and  a  great-grandson  of  the 
old  war-governor  of  revolutionary  times,  Nicholas  Cooke. 
He  was  born  here,  June  1,  1813.  In  early  life  he  was 
engaged  in  trade  in  dry-goods,  as  clerk,  and  afterward 
as  partner.  About  forty  years  ago  he  bought  land  in 
that  part  of  Cranston  on  which  afterward  grew  up  the 
beautiful  suburb  of  Elmwood,  now  a  part  of  this  city. 
His  sagacity  and  foresight  were  shown  both  in  this  pur- 
chase, which  afterward  laid  the  foundation  of  his  wealth, 
and  in  his  early  appreciation  of  the  results  of  the  dis- 
covery of  gold  in  California.  Soon  after  this  discovery, 
being  then  in  business  in  New  York  city,  he  went  to 
California,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  1849.  Return- 
ing in  a  few  years  to  Providence,  he  afterward  became 
owner  of  large  and  exceedingly  valuable  real  estate  in 
Elmwood,  and  devoted  himself  mainly  to  its  manage- 
ment. Though  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  party, 
he  never  sought  to  be  conspicuous  in  political  affairs. 
Against  his  personal  inclination,  he  was  sometimes  called 
to  fill  important  offices, — especially  as  member  and  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  charged  with  the 
introduction  of  water  into  Providence,  and  President  of 
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the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  Indus- 
try. In  all  these  duties  he  showed  earnestness  and 
decision  of  character.  He  became  a  resident  member 
of  this  society  in  1872.  For  some  years  he  resided  at 
Newport.  Mr.  Cooke  died  July  8,  1881,  aged  68. 

In  his  later  years  he  devoted  much  time  to  collecting 
books.  He  bought  with  great  liberality,  not  only 
through  the  ordinary  channels  of  book-trade,  but  also  at 
the  sales  of  large  private  libraries,  such  as  that  of  Men- 
zies.  His  collections  were  miscellaneous,  but  not  indis- 
criminate, including  not  only  standard  literature  and  his- 
tory, with  the  classical  authors  Greek,  Latin  and  Eng- 
lish, but  also  a  goodly  admixture  of  books  valuable  from 
their  curiosity  or  rarity,  such  as  in  his  will  he  desig- 
nated as  "Bibliomaniacal."  He  felt  the  charm  of  rich 
binding  of  books,  as  our  own  shelves  now  attest.  By 
his  liberal  bequest  he  has  well  earned  the  gratitude  of 
this  institution  and  of  others  that  shared  in  his  munifi- 
cence, which  marks  an  era  in  the  history  of  our  library. 

By  vote  of  the  Society,  a  book  for  Autographs  has 
been  procured,  and  a  collection  begun,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Edwin  Barrows.  It  is  proposed  that  this  book 
shall  contain  not  only  the  mere  handwriting  of  distin- 
guished persons  of  whom  any  relic  is  interesting,  but 
especially  letters  that  are  characteristic  or  otherwise  in- 
structive. We  bespeak  for  this  project  the  active  co- 
operation of  our  members  and  friends. 

At  our  quarterly  meeting  in  October,  a  request  was 
made  by  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  in  behalf  of  the  Rhode- 
Island  Veteran  Citizens'  Historical  Association,  that  the 
"old  drop  scene,"  or  picture  of  Providence  as  it  looked 
about  seventy-five  years  ago,  might  be  lent  to  that  Asso- 
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elation  for  public  exhibition.  The  request  was  granted, 
the  removal  of  the  picture  to  be  made  under  direction 
of  this  committee.  Your  committee  attended  to  this 
duty,  and  were  present  when  the  picture  was  moved  and 
unrolled,  at  Lyceum  Hall,  on  November  2,  and  when  it 
was  rolled  up  again  and  brought  back,  on  November  16. 
The  painting  was  on  exhibition,  without  charge,  for  a 
fortnight,  was  visited  by  many  persons  and  awakened 
much  interest  and  curiosity,  was  successfully  photo- 
graphed by  Mr.  Hacker,  and  returned  in  better  condi- 
tion than  when  it  was  taken  away.  The  expense  of 
removal  and  return  was  borne  by  Governor  Dyer,  in 
behalf  of  the  Veteran  Citizens'  Association.  The  ex- 
pense of  restoring  the  canvas  where  injured  and  of  bet- 
ter arrangements  for  its  preservation,  was  paid  by  our 
Treasurer,  and  amounted  to  six  dollars.  This  picture 
was  painted  by  Worrall.  and  was  first  displayed  at  the 
old  Providence  theatre,  July  8,  1812,  the  sketches  for 
the  painting  having  been  made  two  or  three  years 
before.  It  was  obtained  by  the  Society  in  the  year 
1833. 

The  expenditures  of  the  committee  have  been  as  fol- 
lows : 

For  binding $74  16 

For  cards  for  cataloguing 13  30 

Black  walnut  case  for  card-catalogue $20  00 

14  rods,  .70,  28  blocks,  1.40 2  10 


*99    i  A 

qp/C*     1U 

Less,  by  old  cases 8  00 


$14  10 


Total, $101  56 

Our  library  now  contains  much  of  the  apparatus  nec- 
essary for  a  study  of  Rhode  Island  history,  adequately 
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classified  and  catalogued.  In  the  means  of  collateral 
research  into  the  history  of  New  England  and  of  the 
country  at  large,  we  have  much  very  valuable  material, 
not  on  the  whole  so  fully  prepared  for  convenient  use 
by  the  historical  student.  The  work  of  thus  preparing 
it  ought  to  be  continued,  by  arranging,  classifying  and 
cataloguing,  to  the  end  that  the  inquirer  may  be  able 
to  command  these  resources  as  fully  and  readily  as  pos- 
sible. 

But  more  than  this,  our  library  ought,  so  far  as  our 
means  will  allow,  to  be  made  a  convenient  and  attrac- 
tive place  for  historical  studies.  For  this  purpose  it 
should  be  supplied  with  standard  works  on  American 
history,  especially  on  that  of  New  England,  and  the 
commonwealths  with  which  our  State  has  had  close 
relations  in  the  past,  and  with  monographs  on  the  sali- 
ent subjects  of  colonial  and  national  history.  It  would 
also  be  well  to  have  good  books  of  reference,  gazetteers, 
maps,  and  dictionaries.  We  should  aim,  in  short,  at 
such  completeness  of  apparatus  as  will  enable  the  inves- 
tigator of  any  subject  connected,  however  remotely,  with 
Rhode  Island  history,  to  carry  on  his  researches  within 
our  walls. 

For  these  ends,  we  must  endeavor  to  secure  several 
conditions.  One  requisite  is  a  quiet  room,  or  rooms, 
where  the  student  may  work  without  interruption,  and 
may  command  the  use  of  our  printed  and  manuscript 
treasures,  under  proper  restrictions.  A  desirable  aid 
would  be  a  moderate  purchasing-fund,  by  which  stand- 
ard and  special  treatises  could  be  gradually  collected, 
and  so  the  library  be  enlarged  not  at  hap-hazard,  but  in 
accordance  with  fixed  principles  and  liberal  foresight. 
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Lastly,  the  crowded  state  of  this  building,  the  great 
accessions  now  flowing  in,  and  the  promise  of  future 
increase,  all  point  to  the  necessity  of  ampler  accommo- 
dations. We  need  more  shelf-room,  and  wall-space  for 
pictures  and  maps,  if  possible  a  more  convenient  audi- 
ence-room, and  some  quiet  retreats  for  study.  This  sub- 
ject is  in  the  hands  of  an  able  and  admirably  selected 
special  committee,  where  we  may  well  leave  it  with  the 
most  complete  confidence.  Almost  forty  years  have  passed 
since  this  edifice  was  dedicated  to  its  uses,  with  an  elo- 
quent address  by  Professor  Gammell,  now  our  honored 
President.  Let  us  hope  that  his  administration  may  be 
so  prolonged  and  so  prosperous  as  to  witness  the  com- 
pleted enlargement  of  this  building,  on  a  scale  adequate 
to  our  increasing  wants. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  W.  PARSONS,  ")      Committee 
WILLIAM  B.  WEEDEN,    V        on  the 
STEPHEN  H.  ARNOLD.     J       Library. 
January  8,  1884. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 
PUBLICATIONS. 


To  THE  RHODE   ISLAND  HISTORICAL    SOCIETY,  at 

its  annual  meeting,  January  8,  1884: 

The  Committee  on  Publications  submit  their  report 
as  follows: 

Immediately  after  the  last  annual  meeting,  they 
prepared  a  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society 
for  the  year  1882-3,  for  publication,  as  usual, 
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They  learned  early  in  the  year  that  there  was  no 
probability  that  the  annotations  to  the  diaries  "  provi- 
sionally selected,"  as  stated  in  the  last  report,  would 
be  completed  during  the  present  year.  The  recent 
death  of  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Barrows,  D.  D.,  of  Newport, 
to  whom  the  Comer  diary  was  entrusted,  will  neces- 
sarily postpone  its  publication  for  an  indefinite  time. 

The  Committee  have  sought  materials  for  a  volume 
that  might  be  more  readily  used.  To  this  end  they 
requested  copies  of  papers  relating  to  local  history, 
which  had  been  lately  read  before  the  Society,  from 
which  to  select  those  that  it  might  be  advisable  to 
publish. 

In  response  to  those  requests  the  Committee  have 
received  several  papers  for  examination  with  reference 
to  publication  in  a  volume  of  the  Society's  collections. 
From  this  material  a  volume  might  now  be  speedily 
compiled,  which  would  comprise  much  original  and 
valuable  matter. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  directing  the  publication  of  such  a  volume. 

H.  STENESS, 
For  the   Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE   ON  BUILD- 
ING   AND    GROUNDS. 


To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY: 

Your  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds  report 
the  expenditures  during  the  year  1883,  as  follows : 

To  amount  paid  "W.  S.  Hogg,  for 

removing  snow,         -  -    $19  25 

For  fertilizers,  -  11  00 

For  cutting  grass  and  other  labor,       20  50    $50  75 

Amount  paid  Robinson  Pierce,  for 
labor  and  lumber  in  repairing 
shelves  and  other  work,  -  21  50 

Amount  paid  Hiram  S.  Read,  for 
repairs  on  walls  and  ceiling  in 
the  vestibule,  -  15  16 

Amount  paid  F.  Coggeshall  for  re- 
pairing furnace,         -  -  4  70 

Total,   -  $92  11 

The  vouchers  for  these  several  amounts  are  on  file 
with  the  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  H.  SOUTHWICK, 

For  the  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  GEORGE  C.  MASON,  THE 
PROCURATOR  FOR  NEWPORT. 


NEWPORT,  R.  I.,  January  5,  1884. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  MEMBERS  or  THE  RHODE 
ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

It  is  my  pleasant  task,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  to 
make  known  to  you  what  has  been  done  in  Newport 
to  promote  and  encourage  research  in  all  matters 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  State  —  what  gain 
has  been  made,  and  what  interest  is  felt  in  the  cause 
in  which  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  is  taking 
so  active  and  commendable  a  part;  and  I  regret  that 
I  am  not  able  to  give  a  very  flattering  report  of  the 
past  year's  work.  No  great  progress  has  been  made 
in  collecting  materials  for  a  history  of  this  part  of  the 
State,  or  for  the  city  and  county  of  Newport. 

The  Newport  Historical  Society  continues  its  or- 
ganization, and  some  efforts  have  been  made  to  keep 
its  members  together.  The  want  of  a  proper  place  of 
deposit  for  its  collections  has  been  a  drawback  to  its 
usefulness;  its  books,  pamphlets  and  manuscripts 
being  crowded  together  in  two  cases  of  quite  limited, 
capacity,  in  the  Redwood  Library,  where  they  are  in 
the  way  of  the  Library,  and  are  not  available,  owing 
to  a  want  of  classification  and  proper  shelf  room.  An 
effort  is  now  being  made  to  put  the  Society  on  a  bet- 
ter basis.  At  a  recent  meeting  a  committee  was 
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appointed  to  select  a  suitable  room  in  some  central 
locality,  as  the  headquarters  of  the  Society;  and  a 
further  step  in  the  right  direction  was  the  employ- 
ment of  a  competent  person  to  catalogue  and  classify 
its  books  and  papers.  This  work  has  been  brought 
nearly  to  a  close,  and  when  the  result  is  made  known 
it  is  thought  it  will  stimulate  the  Society  to  still  more 
active  measures  in  the  right  direction.  Some  valua- 
ble additions  have  been  made  to  the  collection,  pre- 
sented by  the  executor  of  the  late  Dr.  David  King, 
who  for  many  years  was  at  the  head  of  the  Society. 

The  sale  of  the  Cooke  and  King  collections  of 
books  has  been  a  matter  of  interest  to  many  citizens 
of  Newport,  for  the  Redwood  Library  has  been 
greatly  enriched  from  these  collections.  The  valuable 
books  which  Dr.  King,  in  his  will,  gave  to  the  Library, 
have  been  placed  in  the  Library  by  his  executor,  in 
cases  specially  assigned  to  them.  This  collection 
will  ultimately  be  increased  by  the  purchase  of  books, 
a  fund  having  been  founded  by  the  donor  for  that 
purpose. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  Newport  Natural 
History  Society  has  been  organized.  It  is  already 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  embraces  among  its 
members  many  of  the  best  informed  persons  residing 
at  Newport.  It  has  its  monthly  meetings  at  the 
Trans-Continental  Survey  Office,  at  which  a  paper 
is  read,  followed  by  a  discussion  of  the  subject 
in  this  way  brought  before  the  meeting.  One  of  the 
aims  and  objects  of  the  Society  is  to  secure,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  the  erection  of  an  aquarium  at  Newport, 
not  unlike  the  one  at  Brighton,  England. 
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The  Newport  Historical  Magazine,  now  drawing 
to  the  close  of  its  fourth  year,  is  securing  a  proper 
recognition.  This  work,  the  offspring  of  a  real  love 
for  antiquarian  research  on  the  part  of  its  pains-taking 
and  reliable  editor,  Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner,  has  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  to  the  light  many  valuable 
documents  relating  to  the  history  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  copies  of  valuable  letters  and  orders,  which  I 
here  have  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  the  members 
of  the  Society,  I  doubt  not  will  be  read  with  interest, 
for  they  relate  to  a  period  of  our  history,  about  which, 
owing  to  the  confusion  and  disturbance  at  that  time, 
but  too  little  is  known;  everything,  therefore,  bear- 
ing upon  it  in  the  least  degree  should  be  gathered  up 
and  preserved: 

MORRIS  TOWN,  January  12th,  1777. 
Sir: 

Instructions — Recruiting  Orders — and  a  Warrant  for  6000  Dollar's  to  re- 
cruit with  are  now  inclosed  to  you. — 

Copies  of  the  Recruiting  Orders  are  to  be  given  to  the  Officers  as  soon  as 
they  are  nominated,  and  I  should  think  if  only  part  of  the  bounty  was  given 
to  the  men  at  the  time  of  enlisting  them,  and  the  Residue  when  they  joined 
the  Regiment,  it  might  be  a  means  of  preventing  desertion. — 

You  are  to  fix  upon  some  Central  place  for  the  Rendezvous  of  your  Re- 
cruits where  you  are  to  attend  in  order  to  receive — form — Cloathe — Disci- 
pline and  provide  necessaries  for  your  Regiment. — the  Recruits  with  proper 
Officers  are  to  be  assembled  at  that  place  as  fast  as  they  are  Inlisted— and 
you  are  once  a  week  to  advise  me  of  the  State  of  your  Regiment  and  how 
you  proceed  in  the  recruiting  of  it. — 

The  short  time  allowed  us  for  the  most  Vigorous  Exertions  which  I  am 
persuaded  render  Arguments  unnecessary  to  Stimulate  you  to  the  speedy 
Completion  of  your  Regiment,  and  preparing  it  for  the  Field. — 

In  this  Business  I  heartily  wish  you  success — 
I  am 

Sir  Yr.  most  Obt.  Servt. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
NOTE. 

Eleazer  Oswald,  late  with  Genl.  Arnold,  is  to  be  yr.  Lt.  Col.  Brad- 
ford is  to  be  your  Major. 

HENRY  SHERBURNE,  ESQR. 
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The  above  letter,  in  the  handwriting  of  a  clerk,  is 
signed  by  Gen.  Washington. 

RECRUITING  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  HENRY  SIIERBURNE,  ESQR. — 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  enlist  in  any  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
all  such  able  bodied  Freemen  as  are  willing  and  able  to  enter  into  the  Ser- 
vice and  pay  of  the  United  States  in  the  Character  of  a  Soldier,  being  within 
the  Descriptions  and  upon  the  Conditions  hereafter  annexed. 

1st.  You  are  to  enlist  none  but  Freemen  above  the  Age  of  Seventeen,  and 
under  that  of  Fifty,  of  sufficient  Stature  and  Ability  of  Body  to  discharge  all 
the  offices  of  a  private  Soldier,  to  be  free  from  Lameness  or  other  Bodily 
Infirmity,  that  may  render  them  Incapable  to  support  the  Fatigues  of  a  Camp. 

2dly.  You  are  not  to  Enlist  any  Deserters  from  the  Army  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  nor  any  Person  of  Disaffected  or  suspicious  Character  with 
respect  to  the  American  Cause. 

3dly.  You  are  to  Enlist  them  during  the  War  with  Great  Britain,  or  for 
Three  Years  unless  sooner  discharged  by  proper  Authority. 

4thly.  Every  Soldier  Enlisted  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  be  engaged  before  a 
peace  officer,  Judge  Advocate,  or  some  of  his  Deputies,  agreeable  to  the  Sec- 
tion of  the  Articles  of  War,  Every  Person  so  engaged  to  be  mustered  before 
the  Muster  Master  General,  or  some  of  his  Deputies  if  they  are  within  a 
reasonable  distance,  if  not  before  some  Major  General,  General,  Brigadiere, 
or  Colo,  commanding  a  Brigade,  a  Surgeon  to  be  present — All  the  Charge 
and  Expense  for  every  soldier  enlisted  that  does  not  pass  Muster  for  Defects 
pointed  out  in  these  Instructions,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Officer  that  Engaged 
them. 

You  are  hereby  Authorized  and  Impowered  to  give  as  a  reward  and  pro- 
mise in  behalf  of  the  Publick  as  an  encouragement  to  every  non  commis- 
sioned Officer  and  Soldier  who  shall  enlist,  over  and  above  the  pay  and 
Provisions  already  allowed,  that  they  shall  receive  a  Bounty  of  Twenty 
Dollars  and  a  Suit  of  Cloaths,  The  Cloaths  to  be  given  annually,  as  long  as 
they  continue  in  the  Service,  and  at  the  End  of  the  War  or  the  Term  of 
Three  Years,  every  Private  and  non  Commissioned  Officer,  that  shall  com- 
plete his  service  agreeable  to  his  Engagement  shall  be  entitled  to  One  Hun- 
dred Acres  of  Land — Those  that  die  or  are  killed  in  the  Service,  their  legal 
Representatives  are  to  be  entitled  to  the  same. 

As  a  further  Encouragement,  you  are  hereby  Authorized  to  promise  that 
all  that  are  unfortunately  maimed  in  the  Service,  and  rendered  Incapable  of 
getting  a  Support,  shall  receive  half  pay  during  their  natural  Lives  agreea- 
ble to  Resolve  of  Congress  in  that  Case  made  and  provided. 

G.   WASHINGTON. 

Jany.  12th,  1777. 

These  instructions  were  drawn  up  by  a  clerk  and 
signed  by  Gen.  Washington. 
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HEAD  QUARTERS,  MORRISTOWN,  Feby.  10th,  1777. 
Sir  : 

I  yesterday  evening  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  Inst.  and  in  answer 
thereto,  inform  you  that  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  your  appointing 
Major  Meigs  your  Lieut.  Col.  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Oswald,  his  character  as  a 
Soldier  and  an  Officer  being  good  and  such  as  deserves  notice ;  However, 
previous  to  this  measure,  I  wish  you  to  consider  the  prospect  you  have  of 
raising  your  Regiment,  for  tho  it  is  my  desire  to  promote  men  of  merit  to 
Office  and  rank,  yet  a  regard  to  the  publick  interest  will  not  authorize  their 
promotions  without  they  can  be  of  service  afterwards,  and  multiplying  the 
number  of  Officers  without  Regiments,  will  not  be  answering  the  end  pro- 
posed, viz  adding  to  our  strength  but  will  be  incurring  a  heavy  and  large 
expense.  I  regret  much  the  policy  of  the  New  England  States  which  has 
given  rise  to  so  many  difficulties  and  which  I  fear  will  be  severely  felt. 

I  cannot  give  directions  for  an  extra  bounty ;  that  would  be  approving  a 
measure  which  I  have  always  condemned,  and  which  so  far  from  being  jus- 
tifiable, has  been  reprobated  by  Congress  as  impolitic  and  injurious  to  the 
publick  cause.  If  the  Gentlemen  appointed  in  those  Governments  to  a  part 
of  the  Sixteen  additional  Battallions  cannot  make  up  their  corps,  the  truth  of 
these  observations  will  be  verified,  and  happy  will  it  be,  if  the  measure 
should  not  extend  its  baneful  influence  elsewhere. 
I  am  Sir 

Your  Most  Obedt.  Servt. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  above  letter,  wholly  in  the  handwriting  of 
Washington,  is  addressed  on  the  cover  to  "Col. 
Henry  Sherburne.  By  favor  of  Majr.  Meigs." 

NEW  HAVEN,  2nd  Feby.,  1777. 
Sir: 

Your  Favor  of  the  31st  January,  by  Capt.  Cherreward,  I  this  moment 
received. — Prior  to  the  knowledge  of  my  being  appointed  Lt.  Colonel  in 
your  Regiment,  I  was  appointed  to  the  Majority  in  Colonel  Lamb's  Battallion 
of  Artillery,  and  was  sent  to  Head  Quarters,  on  Business  respecting  that 
Corps ;  where  His  Excellency  informed  me  of  the  Appointment  under  your 
Command ;  But  as  I  had  accepted  of  the  Appointment  in  the  Train,  I  imag- 
ined His  Excellency  would  determine  which  Capacity  I  should  act  in. — He, 
in  his  usual  polite  and  easy  manner,  replied,  "no  sir,  it  is  with  yourself  to 
determine." — And  as  I  was  unwilling  to  be  separated  from  my  worthy  Friend 
and  Companion  in  Adversity,  Col.  Lamb,  with  whom  I  have  fought,  and 
suffered,  I  rather  chose,  as  I  hold  my  rank  as  Lt.  Colonel,  to  continue  in  the 
Majority  under  his  Command,— to  which  His  Excellency  expressed  his  Ap- 
probation. Had  not  this  been  the  Case,  be  assured  Sir,  that,  tho  I  have  not 
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the  honor  of  a  personal  Acquaintance  with  you,  I  know  of  no  Person  under 
whose  command  I  would  with  greater  Pleasure  serve  than  yours,  as  I  have 
the  highest  Opinion  of  your  Character,  Conduct  and  Abilities  as  a  Soldier. — 
I  am,  with  Esteem  and  Respect, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servt., 

ELEAZER  OSWALD. 
COLONEL  SHERBURNE. 

The  following  are  copies  of  copies  of  orders,  and 
are  without  signatures,  but  bear  on  their  face  evidence 
that  they  carefully  follow  the  originals : 

HEADQUARTERS,  TIVERTON,  Oct.  14th,  1777. 
Gen.  Orders,  Parole,  Ely.  Countersign,  McClallen. 

Major  John  Handy  is  appointed  to  do  the  duty  of  Brigade  Major,  for  the 
Brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Commanding  Sherburne  :  he  is  to  be  re- 
spected and  obeyed  in  that  office.  The  commanding  officers  of  Regiments  and 
Independent  Companies  will  be  very  careful  that  their  men  don't  waste  their 
ammunition.  No  soldier  will  discharge  his  piece  without  leave  from  the 
Commanding  officer  of  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs.  Disobedience  of 
orders  in  this  particular  will  be  punished  with  the  utmost  severity. 

HEADQUATERS,  TIVERTON,  Oct.  15,  1777. 
Gen.  Orders. 

As  the  New  England  States  have  determined  to  make  trial  to  dispossess  the 
enemy  at  Rhode  Island,  and  the  militia  from  the  several  states  are  now  as- 
sembling for  that  purpose,  the  General,  therefore  acquaints  his  dear  country- 
men that  the  time  draws  near  that  must  determine  the  character,  the  bravery, 
and  the  valour  of  the  Eastern  Militia  of  those  states,  and  in  all  probability 
the  time  is  hastening  that  will  determine  the  state  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  even  for  ages  yet  unborn. 

And  if  all  those  states  at  the  present  crisis  will  exert  themselves  and  act 
with  vigor  and  resolution,  it  is  almost  beyond  a  [illegible]  that  our  peace, 
freedom  and  happiness  will  soon  be  secured  and  established. 

Of  late  we  are  hearing  frequently  of  fighting,  skirmishing  and  battles  in 
our  Western  and  Northern  armies,  and  in  all  of  them  (by  what  we  have 
heard.)  the  bravery  of  those  troops  has  been  displayed,  and  in  some  instances 
they  have  done  wonders.  In  particular  I  will  remind  you  of  the  conquest — 

HEADQUARTERS,  TIVERTON,  16th  Oct.,  1777. 
Gen.  Orders. 

Col.  Elliott  will  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  and  men  to  defend 
the  fort  at  Fogland  ferry,  and  to  interrupt,  stop  or  sink  any  of  the  King's 
ships  that  attempt  to  pass  the  same  or  annoy  us  in  landing.  Col.  Crafts  will 
also  appoint  a  sufficient  number  at  Howland's  ferry  for  the  same  purpose. 
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Col.  Elliott  will  supply  Col.  Crafts  with  2  four-pounders,  completely 
equipped  and  fit  for  immediate  use.  Cols.  Elliott  and  Crafts,  after  having 
seen  all  the  cannon  embarked,  will  follow  in  the  last  Division.  They 
will  dispose  of  their  Companies  in  such  a  manner  as  they  shall  judge  for  the 
most  advantage  for  the  service.  After  having  two  cannon  to  each  brigade, 
they  will  also  dispose  of  their  field  officers  as  they  shall  think  the  most 
proper.  Companies  of  Volunteers  that  have  or  shall  this  day  join  the 
Army,  and  that  are  desirous  to  go  on  the  Island,  may  join  what  brigade  they 
please,  and  when  joined  they  will  make  a  return  immediately  to  Head 
Quarters,  that  the  General  may  know  to  what  brigade  they  are  annexed. 
The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  independent  companies  of  volun- 
teers are  desired  immediately  to  make  the  returns  to  the  Adj.  Gen.  of  their 
numbers  and  names  of  their  officers,  and  the  Col.  will  note  the  date  of  their 
commissions.  The  Commanding  officers  of  the  several  regiments  and  In- 
dependent Companies  of  Volunteers  will  apply  to  the  Adj.  Gen.  for  orders 
to  draw  what  ammunition  they  may  need. 

The  two  following  orders  were  given   by  Col.  Sher- 
burne : 

TIVERTON,  14th  Oct.,  1777. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  are  ordered  and  directed  to  give  to  Lt. 
Col.  Barton  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  in  furnishing  the  advance  guard  for 
the  Brigade,  which  is  to  consist  of  300  men,  officers  included;  these  men  to  be 
equipped  in  the  best  manner,  with  good  guns  and  bayonets  complete.  The 
whole  Brigade  must  be  ready  to  march  to-morrow  night  without  fail. 

TIVERTON,  15th  Oct.,  1777. 

Every  Regiment  in  the  Brigade  to  march  to-morrow  morning  by  2  o'clock, 
in  order  to  parade  themselves  by  the  woods  on  the  road  leading  to  the  East- 
ward from  the  Four  Corners,  in  the  most  convenient  place  to  keep  under 
cover  from  the  enemy,  where  they  will  remain  till  further  orders.  A  guard 
from  each  Regiment,  consisting  of  a  Sergt.  and  10  privates,  to  be  left  with 
the  baggage  of  the  Regt  ,  which  must  be  collected  at  such  place  as  the 
Colonels  may  direct :  this  guard  must  be  composed  of  the  most  indifferent 
troops  and  arms.  The  rest  are  to  take  with  them  their  provisions  and  blankets 
only. 

GEO.  C.  MASON, 

Procurator. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  GENEALOG- 
ICAL RESEARCHES. 


The  Committee  on  Genealogical  Researches  have  the 
honor  to  report: 

That,  as  far  as  appears  to  them,  there  is  reason  for  con- 
gratulation on  the  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing  in- 
terest which  every  year  developes  in  this  department ;  that 
very  valuable  contributions  are  making  to  Rhode 
Island  genealogical  material  and  are  frequently  placed 
before  the  public,  and  that  public  interest  in  such  in- 
formation has  very  much  increased  in  a  recent  period. 

They  also  observe  with  great  satisfaction  that  through 
the  late  Mr.  J.  J.  Cooke's  liberality  large  accessions 
of  works  of  this  character  have  been  made  to  the  Red- 
wood Library,  at  Newport,  as  well  as  to  this  society, 
and  that  on  the  whole  the  means  of  reaching  genealogi- 
cal information,  and  the  disposition  to  profit  by  it,  is  be- 
coming more  and  more  noticeable  efvery  year  in  our 
State.  Respectfully  presented  by 

HENRY  E.  TURNER, 
WILLIAM  A.  MOWRY. 
BENNETT  J.  MUNRO. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
ENLARGEMENT. 

To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY: 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
in  July  last  to  report  a  plan,  with  estimate  of  the 
cost,  for  enlarging  the  Cabinet,  have  had  prepared 
such  plans  as  seemed  to  the  Committee  suitable  and 
under  the  circumstances  the  best  that  could  be  de- 
vised, and  the  cost  of  which,  estimated  at  $12,000,  we 
trust  will  not  be  considered  too  great.  This  amount 
will  include  the  building,  the  steam  heating  apparatus, 
the  shelves  and  other  work  in  the  west  wing  so  far  as 
will  be  needful  at  present,  and  the  low  cases  around 
the  centre  room. 

The  Committee  are  unanimous  in  recommending 
the  plan.  The  drawings  have  been  made  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Stone,  of  the  Committee,  who  will, 
in  presenting  it  to  the  meeting,  give  such  information 
and  explanation  as  may  be  desired. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee, 

ISAAC  H.  SOUTIIWICK, 

Chairman. 

Providence,  January  8,  1884. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


Dr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1883. 

Jan.  12.      Sale  of  Old  Almanacks,       -        -        -        -  $  4  20 

Sale  of  Show  Case, 16  20 

Donated  to  the  Society  by  S.  S.  Rider,  balance  of 

his  bill,  January  12,  1883,   -        -        -        -        17  10 

37  50 

Donation  from  Rev.  F.  Denison,         ....  2  00 

1884. 

Jan.    5.      Taxes  from  213  Members  at  $3.00,     -        ...  639  00 

Taxes  from  Members  overdue,  21  00 

Fees  for  admission  of  24  Members  at  $5.00,         -        -  120  00 

Interest  from  Life  Membership  Fund   in   Providence 

Institution  for  Savings,  January  and  July,  1883.  36  86 

Librarian,  for  money  received  by  him  for  certifying 

and  proceedings 300 


$859  36 

Or.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1883. 
Jan.  12.      Cash  paid  Treasurer  for  money  advanced  by  him, 

January  5,  1883,  $78  42 

S.  S.  Rider's  bill, 37  50 

1884. 

Jan.    5.      Printing,  Meetings,  Postage  and  Express,         -        -  237  59 

Fuel,  Gas  and  Janitor,         -        -        -        -        -        -  175  70 

Proceedings  for  1882  and  1883,  101  88 

Library  Committee,  for  binding  pamphlets,  &c.,         -  101  56 

Building  and  Grounds,         ......  92  11 

Magazines,          --------  8  50 

Cash  on  hand, -  26  10 


$859  36 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT,  Treasurer. 
PROVIDENCE,  January  5,  1884. 
We  have  examined  the  above  and  find  it  correct. 

HENRY  T.  BECKTYITH, 
JOHN  P.  WALKER, 
LEWIS  J.  CHACB, 

Audit  Committee. 
PROVIDENCE,  January  5,  1884. 
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LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  ACCOUNT. 


Dr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society, 

1883. 
Jan.      9.     Balance  cash  on  hand,         ------        $  900  00 

Feby.    6.     John  P.  Mumford,     ----.--  50  00 

6.    Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  for 

January,  1883,     ---.---  18  00 

July      6.    Thomas  P.  I.  Goddard, 50  00 

6.    Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  for 

July,  1883,        -'I'-        --.---  18  86 


#1,036  86 
Cr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1883. 
July  27.      Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  for 

January  and  July,  1883, $  36  86 

1884. 
Jan.    5.     Cash  on  hand 1,000  00 


$1,036  86 

There  is  in  the   Providence  Institution  for  Savings, 
this  day,  $1,000. 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT,  Treasurer. 

We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  find  it  correct. 

HENRY  T.  BECKWITH, 

JOHN  P.  WALKER, 
LEWIS  J.  CHACE, 

Audit  Committee. 
PBOVIDENCE,  January  5,  1884. 
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NECROLOGY. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  GREENE,  was  born  in  East 
Greenwich,  April  8,  1811,  and  died  in  the  same  town 
February  2,  1883,  in  the  seventy-second  year  of  his 
age.  His  father,  Nathanael,  was  son  of  General 
Nathanael  Greene,  of  revolutionary  fame.  His  mother 
was  Anna  Maria  Clarke.  This  venerable  lady  still 
survives  (February,  1884,)  at  a  centenarian  age. 
After  a  partial  course  of  study  in  Brown  University 
he  went  to  Europe,  and  from  1827  to  1847  re- 
sided mostly  abroad.  From  1837  to  1845  he  held 
the  appointment  of  American  consul  at  Rome,  an 
office  which  seems  to  fall  easily  into  the  hands  of 
Rhode  Island  men.  He  gained  an  extensive  ac- 
quaintance with  the  history  and  literature  of  modern 
Europe,  especially  of  Italy,  and  published  a  volume 
of  "Historical  Studies."  He  was  chosen  a  correspond- 
ing member  of  this  society  in  1838,  at  the  same  time 
with  his  friend,  the  poet  Longfellow. 

In  1848  he  returned  to  America  and  was  appointed 
instructor  in  modern  languages  in  Brown  University. 
At  this  time  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  society.  In  1849  he  served  as  its  orator 
on  a  stated  anniversary  occasion.  Sprung  from  an- 
cestors distinguished  in  the  annals  of  Rhode  Island, 
he  cherished  a  wholesome  pride  in  the  character  and 
institutions  of  his  native  state.  To  this  local  senti- 
ment he  added  a  breadth  of  scholarly  attainment,  an 
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industry  in  historical  pursuits,  and  a  grace  of  style 
which  eminently  fitted  him  to  commemorate,  and  if 
needful,  to  defend,  the  good  name  of  her  statesmen 
and  heroes. 

In  1852  he  removed  to  ]New  York,  where  he  de- 
voted himself  to  teaching  and  various  literary  work, 
writing  many  articles  for  reviews  and  magazines. 
In  1866  he  returned  to  East  Greenwich.  In  1872  he 
was  very  appropriately  appointed  the  first  Professor 
of  American  History  in  Cornell  University.  Among 
his  more  important  historical  works  are :  the  life  of 
his  grandfather.  General  Greene,  first  in  Sparks's 
series,  1846,  and  again  in  three  octavo  volumes,  1867- 
71 ;  Historical  Views  of  the  American  Revolution, 
1865,  and  The  German  Element  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  1876.  His  Short  History  of  Rhode 
Island  was  published  in  1877. 

EDWIN  MARTIN  STONE,  was  born  in  Framingham, 
Massachusetts,  April  29,  1805,  and  died  at  Provi- 
dence, December  15, 1883,  at  the  age  of  78.  P.is  early 
life  was  spent  in  Massachusetts,  Vermont  and  West- 
ern states.  He  was  apprenticed  as  printer  in  the 
office  of  the  Palladium,  at  Boston.  He  performed 
much  work  as  printer  and  editor,  and  through  his 
whole  life  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  press. 
Having  received  impressions  which  impelled  him  to 
the  work  of  the  ministry,  he  studied  with  that  view, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty- eight  he  became  pastor  of 
the  north  parish  of  Beverly,  Massachusetts.  He  re- 
sided there  for  thirteen  years.  During  this  time  he 
published  his  first  historical  works — the  Life  of  El- 
hanan  Winchester,  (1836,)  and  History  of  Beverly, 
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(1843).  He  was  for  two  years  a  Representative  in 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  author 
of  some  important  legislative  reports. 

In  1847  he  removed  to  Providence  and  took  charge 
of  the  enterprise  then  sustained  by  the  two  Unitarian 
churches  here,  under  the  name  of  Ministry-at-large. 
This  had  been  founded  about  six  years  before,  and 
had  grown  up  under  the  ministrations  of  Rev.  H.  F. 
Harrington  and  Rev.  "W.  Gr.  Babcock,  with  a  band  of 
devoted  helpers.  A  chapel  had  been  built  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Benefit  and  Halsey  streets.  Its  work  combined 
benevolent  supplies  to  deserving  poor,  teaching  in 
sewing  school,  evening  school,  Sunday  school,  etc., 
and  the  maintenance  of  a  church  organization  with 
regular  preaching.  It  endeavored  to  bring  the  peo- 
ple in  the  north  part  of  the  city,  who  were  without 
church  privileges,  under  reach  of  Christian  influences. 
Mr.  Stone  labored  diligently  in  these  various  depart- 
ments ol  effort.  His  annual  reports  give  the  history 
of  this  undertaking  from  year  to  year,  and  also  con- 
tain opinions  and  proposals  as  to  modes  of  dealing 
with  poverty  and  preventing  pauperism.  They  sug- 
gest some  enterprises  that  have  been  successfully 
carried  out — industrial  education,  a  home  for  aged 
men,  reformatories  for  women,  etc.  The  mission  has 
become  in  a  great  degree  self-supporting;  has  changed 
its  organization  and  taken  the  name  of  the  Olney 
Street  Church.  Mr.  Stone  retired  from  it  in  1877, 
after  thirty  years  of  service. 

During  this  period  he  performed  a  great  deal  of 
outside  labor,  especially  as  friend  of  schools  and 
teachers  and  member  of  the  School  Committee,  and 
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as  historical  student  and  author,  and  in  connection 
with  this  society.  His  duty  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Committee  was  performed  with  uncommon 
fidelity.  Pew  men  have  done  more  for  thirty  years 
past  to  benefit  the  schools  of  Providence  and  of  the 
state  by  faithful  visitation  and  ready  words,  interest 
in  Institutes  of  Instruction,  and  friendly  co-operation 
with  school  officials. 

While  living  in  Providence  he  found  time  to  pre- 
pare several  important  historical  works.  The  first 
was  "The  Life  and  Recollections  of  John  Rowland,'' 
(1857) .  This  book  shows  Mr.  Stone's  aptitudes  in  a 
very  favorable  light.  He  delighted  in  preserving  the 
perishing  materials  of  local  history,  old  papers,  loose 
pamphlets  and  the  recollections  of  aged  people.  In 
Mr.  Rowland's  memory  and  manuscripts  Mr.  Stone 
found  a  mine  of  knowledge  which  he  knew  how  to 
work.  The  long  and  varied  life  of  Mr.  Howland, 
his  remembrances  of  the  revolutionary  period  and  its 
leaders,  his  eminent  usefulness  as  a  citizen  of  Provi- 
dence, the  many  institutions  for  public  welfare  in 
which  he  took  part,  as  proposer,  organizer  or  admin- 
istrator; his  tenacious  memory  and  pithy  language, 
all  gave  interest  to  his  biography. 

Other  publications  were  the  "History  of  the  Provi- 
dence Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers," 
(1860) ;  the  memoir  of  a  note-worthy  son  of  Rhode 
Island,  Thomas  Alexander  Tefft,  entitled  "  The 
Architect  and  Monetarian;"  notices  of  the  ser- 
vices of  Rhode  Island  regiments  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  "The  Invasion  of  Canada  in  1775," 
which  formed  the  sixth  volume  of  our  collections 


68  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

and  appeared  in  1867.  His  largest  historical  work, 
published  just  before  his  death,  is  entitled  "Our 
French  Allies."  It  gives  fully  and  with  ample  illus- 
tration the  narrative  of  French  aid  in  the  revolution- 
ary war,  especially  the  encampment  in  Providence, 
with  description  and  plans. 

Mr.  Stone  is  understood  to  have  left,  unpublished 
but  partly  written,  a  life  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Manasseh 
Cutler,  and  a  history  of  Providence. 

He  joined  this  Society  in  1848,  and  was  appointed 
Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  for  the  Northern  Dis- 
trict in  1851,  which  position  he  held  till  October,  1880. 
He  did  a  great  deal  to  rescue  from  waste  the  manu- 
script and  other  fugitive  materials  of  history,  and 
collect  them  within  these  walls.  As  the  rooms,  dur- 
ing nearly  all  the  time  of  Mr.  Stone's  holding  this 
office,  were  not  regularly  open,  these  materials  could 
not  be  made  immediately  and  widely  useful,  and  the 
work  of  amassing  them  lacked  the  stimulus  of  daily 
appreciation.  His  annual  reports  were  long  and  dis- 
cursive, forming  a  very  prominent  feature  of  the 
yearly  Proceedings.  In  1874  he  appended  to  the 
Proceedings  a  History  of  the  Rhode  Island  Institute 
of  Instruction,  occupying  140  pages.  The  chief 
value  of  our  published  Proceedings,  beginning  with 
1872,  apart  from  the  mere  history  of  the  Society,  is 
in  the  antiquarian  and  miscellaneous  matter  contained 
in  these  reports  of  the  Northern  Department.  In 
connection  with  the  new  organization  of  the  library, 
the  discontinuance  of  a  Southern  Cabinet,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  on  the  Library,  Mr. 
Stone  resigned  the  office  he  had  held  so  long. 
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HENRY  LEWIS  KENDALL  was  born  in  Watertown, 
Mass.,  June  25,  1805,  and  died  in  Providence,  July  10, 
1883.  He  was  the  oldest  of  nine  children;  his  father, 
Paul  Kendall,  being  a  native  of  Woburn,  Mass.  He 
was  apprenticed  to  a  tallow  chandler  and  soap  maker 
of  Watertown.  When  not  quite  twenty  years  old  he 
was  left  fatherless,  and  assumed  the  affectionate  and 
quasi  parental  care  of  his  brothers  and  sisters,  of 
whom  the  youngest  was  but  three  years  old.  His 
mother,  who  long  survived  her  husband,  is  still  re- 
membered in  Providence  as  a  most  admirable  matron, 
of  great  dignity  and  sweetness. 

In  the  year  1827  he  came  to  Providence  to  take 
charge  of  a  soap  manufacturing  establishment,  as 
manager  and  partner  of  his  former  employer  in 
Watertown.  The  business  grew  and  expanded  in 
his  hands,  and  developed  into  the  well  known  Ken- 
dall Manufacturing  Company. 

"Mr.  Kendall's  next  notable  enterprise  as  a  business 
man  was  in  saving  from  ruin  and  making  a  grand  suc- 
cess of  the  New  England  Screw  Company.  The  posi- 
tion of  agent  was  virtually  forced  upon  him  by  a  combi- 
nation of  circumstances  which  he  could  hardly  resist. 
The  look  was  dark  when  he  stepped  to  the  front  in  1846. 
For  several  years  his  energies  were  taxed  to  the  utmost. 
Buildings  were  erected,  and  machinery,  inventions  and 
patents  secured  under  his  direction.  To  continue  to 
compete  with  other  companies  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  clumsy  screws  in  common  use  he  saw  would  lead  to 
disaster.  Therefore  he  spent  his  energies  in  trying  to 
secure  machinery  that  would  produce  gimlet-pointed 
screws,  which  were  then  made  by  machinery  nowhere, 
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and  by  hand,  only  in  France.  His  struggles  and  trials 
to  this  end  seriously  endangered  his  health.  His  natu- 
rally robust  constitution  was  thoroughly  tried.  He 
would  seem  to  succeed  and  then  fail,  till  at  last  the  vic- 
tory was  won.  The  9th  of  April,  1849,  is  the  date  of 
this  achievement  as  fixed  by  himself.  Thence  onward 
he  had  only  to  vary  the  size,  and  improve  and  multiply 
the  number  of  the  machines  to  be  kept  in  motion.  The 
greatest  success  of  his  life  was  thus  attained  ;  a  reason- 
able fortune  was  made  and  a  worthy  ambition  was  grat- 
ified. If  he  had  done  nothing  else  in  life  but  pioneer 
the  manufacture  of  the  gimlet-pointed  screw  in  this 
country  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  honor  of  a 
public  benefactor.  When,  in  1860,  the  New  England 
and  Eagle  Screw  Companies  united  under  the  name  of 
the  American  Screw  Company,  Mr.  Kendall  sold  his 
stock  and  returned  to  his  old  business. 

"  A  few  years  later  Mr.  Kendall  came  to  the  rescue  of 
the  Union  Oil  Company,  and  helped  win  for  it  a  notable 
financial  success.  In  1876  he  reluctantly  accepted  the 
presidency  of  the  Exchange  National  Bank,  where  his 
ability  as  a  financier  was-  no  less  appreciated." 

Mr.  Kendall  was  marked  by  sterling  excellences  of 
mind  and  heart.  In  addition  to  the  high  qualities  of  sa- 
gacity, enterprise  and  perseverance,  which  made  him 
successful  in  business,  he  was  a  man  of  thoughtful  and 
cultivated  mind,  of  decided  opinions,  of  varied  reading, 
and — in  spite  of  his  habitual  reserve — of  good  conver- 
sational powers.  "  He  kept  himself  abreast  of  the  age 
and  was  conversant  with  the  most  recent  discoveries  of 
science,  and  the  latest  questions  in  morals  and  religion." 
He  was  a  lover  and  collector  of  fine  paintings,  which  he 
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bought  with  liberality,  and  whose  companionship  cheered 
and  adorned  his  home.  He  was  strongly  attached  to  the 
Unitarian  belief,  and  to  the  Westminster  Congregational 
Church.  In  his  relations  to  this  church,  to  the  charities 
and  religious  activities  of  his  denomination,  and  to  all 
benevolent  enterprises  that  commended  themselves  to  his 
judgment,  he  was  a  generous  giver  and  a  ready  worker 
and  adviser. 

By  his  last  will,  Mr.  Kendall  provided  for  his  imme- 
diate relatives,  left  liberal  bequests  to  the  Unitarian  As- 
sociation, and  to  several  charitable  institutions,  and  made 
the  Public  Library  of  Providence  his  residuary  legatee. 
This  bequest  promises  to  make  him  by  far  the  largest 
pecuniary  benefactor  of  the  Library,  and  to  very  greatly 
enhance  its  means  of  usefulness. 

Mr.  Kendall  became  a  resident  member  of  this  society 
in  1873. 

GEORGE  FRANCIS  WILSON,  died  in  East  Providence, 
January  19,  1883,  aged  sixty-four  years,  one  month  and 
twelve  days.  He  was  born  iuUxbridge,  Mass.,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1818,  and  wras  the  eldest  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Mercy  Wilson.  His  father  was  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Roger  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Scrooby.  England,  and 
in  1608  went  to  Leyden,  Holland,  with  Governor  Brad- 
ford and  other  Pilgrims  who  afterwards  came  to  Ply- 
mouth in  the  Mayflower.  His  son,  John  Wilson,  came 
to  New  England  in  1651  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  America. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Wilson  was  spent  on  his  father's 
farm  till  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  was  apprenticed 
to  Welcome  £  Darius  Farnum  of  Waterford,  Mass.,  to 
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learn  the  business  of  wool-sorting.  At  the  end  of  three 
years  he  had  become  an  expert  in  the  business  and  had 
also  made  himself  familiar  with  all  the  machinery  used 
in  the  mill.  He  at  this  time  determined,  before  engag- 
ing in  business  for  himself,  to  spend  the  money  he  had 
saved  in  enlarging  his  education.  For  this  purpose  he 
became  a  pupil  in  the  Academy  at  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass., 
where  he  at  length  was  employed  as  a  teacher  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1844,  soon  after  his  marriage,  he  went 
to  Chicago,  where  he  opened  an  academy  which  soon 
became  very  flourishing  and  numbered  upwards  of  two 
hundred  pupils.  In  this  work  he  was  greatly  assisted  by 
his  wife,  who,  like  himself,  had  been  a  teacher  in  New 
England.  Returning  to  the  East  in  1848  he  soon  set- 
tled in  Providence,  and  for  several  years  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  manufacturing  for  which  he  had  unusual  aptitude. 
In  January,  1*855,  he  entered  into  a  partnership  for  the 
manufacture  of  chemicals  with  Professor  E.  N.  Horsford, 
at  that  time  Rumford  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Har- 
vard College,  their  business  name  being  George  F.  Wil- 
son &  Company.  At  the  end  of  about  two  years  the  es- 
tablishment now  known  as  the  Rumford  Chemical 
Works,  was  removed  from  Providence  to  East  Provi- 
dence, where  a  prosperous  and  extensive  business  has 
been  carried  on,  in  which  rare  scientific  knowledge  has 
been  most  advantageously  united  with  great  industry  and 
singular  energy  of  character.  The  varied  products  of 
the  Rumford  Chemical  Works  have  become  known  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wilson  resided  in  Providence  from  1852  to  1861. 
Subsequently  to  the  latter  date  he  resided  in  East  Prov- 
idence, near  the  extensive  works  which  he  had  founded 
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and  which  he  continued  to  superintend.  While  in  Prov- 
idence he  was  connected  with  several  scientific  associa- 
tions of  the  city,  was  a  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, and  was  twice  elected  to  represent  the  city  in 
the  General  Assembly.  In  East  Providence  he  was  also 
for  many  years  associated  with  the  management  of 
municipal  affairs. 

The  aptitude  which  Mr.  Wilson  possessed  for  mechani- 
cal science  and  its  various  applications  was  extraordinary. 
It  not  only  made  him  master  of  his  own  business,  but  it 
constituted  him  an  authority  in  all  matters  of  practical 
mechanics.  He  was  much  consulted  on  questions  per- 
taining to  improvements  of  machinery  and  always  read- 
ily gave  assistance  to  those  who  sought  it.  He  was  also 
the  author  of  numerous  inventions  for  which  patents 
have  been  obtained  and  which  are  now  in  extensive  use. 
The  best  known  of  these  are  an  improvement  in  the 
manufacture  of  steel,  a  revolving  boiler  for  paper  man- 
ufacture and  several  improvements  in  the  illuminating 
'apparatus  for  light-houses.  He  had  also  given  much 
attention  to  agriculture,  to  methods  of  fertilization  of 
soils  and  the  breeding  of  stock,  while  the  range  of  his  sci- 
entific knowledge  was  very  broad  for  one  whose  life  had 
been  devoted  almost  wholly  to  business  pursuits.  It  was 
in  recognition  of  this  class  of  attainments  that  Brown 
University  conferred  on  him  the  honorary  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  in  1872.  He  cherished  a  lively  inter- 
est in  education,  especially  in  scientific  education,  and  in 
his  last  will  and  testament  he  made  a  bequest  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  Brown  University  and  an- 
other of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  Dartmouth  College, 
each  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  purposes  strictly  scien- 
tific. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1877. 
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ALBERT  TIMOTHY  ELLIOTT  died  in  Providence,  March 
19,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  twenty-four 
days.  He  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Conn.,  February  23, 
1818,  and  was  the  son  of  Lemuel  H.,  and  Mary  M. 
(Lamson)  Elliott.  In  1826  his  father  moved  to  Provi- 
dence to  accept  the  office  of  Steward  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity which  he  subsequently  held  for  thirty-four  years. 
The  son  was  educated  at  the  University  in  the  class  of 
1839,  and  after  graduating  studied  medicine  in  the  office 
of  the  late  Usher  Parsons,  M.  D.,  and  also  at  the  Har- 
vard Medical  School,  He,  however,  did  not  engage  in 
the  practice  of  the  profession.  At  the  end  of  a  few 
years  he  became  associated  with  his  uncle,  the  late  Nel- 
son W.  Eddy,  in  conducting  a  cotton  mill  of  which  his 
father  was  a  joint  owner,  in  East  Killingly,  Conn.,  and 
in  this  business  he  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He, 
however,  had  his  residence  in  Providence  and  was  con- 
nected to  some  extent  with  the  business  institutions  of 
the  city.  He  was  also  highly  esteemed  in  the  social  cir- 
cles in  which  he  moved  for  his  kindliness  and  benevo- 
lence as  well  as  for  his  genial  manners  and  cultivated  in- 
telligence. He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in 
1878. 

The  HON.  WILLIAM  GREENE,  died  in  Warwick,  March 
24,  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  two  months  and 
twenty-three  days.  He  was  born  in  Warwick,  January 
1,  1797,  and  was  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Ray  Greene,  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States  from  Rhode  Island,  from 
1797  to  his  death  in  1801.  His  grandfather,  William 
Greene,  was  Governor  of  the  State  from  1778  to  1786,  as 
his  great-grandfather,  also  bearing  the  same  name,  had 
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been,  with  three  interruptions  of  one  year  each,  from 
1743  to  1758.  Mr.  Greene  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. In  his  boyhood  he  was  a  student  at  Kent  Acad- 
emy, in  East  Greenwich,  and  afterwards  at  a  school  in 
Hartford,  under  the  tuition  of  George  Jaffrey  Patten, 
a  celebrated  teacher  of  the  time.  He  entered  Brown 
University  in  1813,  and  graduated  in  1817  with  the 
highest  rank  in  his  class.  He  subsequently  studied  law 
at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  at  the  well  known  Law  School 
then  existing  there,  and  on  being  admitted  to  the  bar, 
he  went  to  the  West  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  resided  first  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  but  at 
length  established  himself  in  Cincinnati  where  he  rose 
to  eminence  at  the  bar  and  also  became  distinguished 
for  his  devotion  to  public  interests  and  for  the  services 
which  he  rendered  to  the  city  and  the  State  of  his  adop- 
tion. He  was  a  leader  in  the  establishment  of  the  sys- 
tem of  public  education  which  gave  to  Ohio  her  early 
preeminence  among  the  States  of  the  West.  He  was 
also  greatly  interested  in  politics  and  an  ardent  vo- 
tary of  Henry  Clay.  He,  however,  never  lost  his  affec- 
tion for  his  native  State.  He  was  accustomed  almost 
every  summer  to  return  to  Warwick  and  spend  a  few 
weeks  on  the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay,  and  thus  to 
keep  alive  the  friendships  and  the  memories  of  his  youth- 
ful days.  After  a  residence  of  nearly  forty  years  in  Ohio 
he  became  afflicted  with  a  disease  of  the  eyes  which 
for  a  time  deprived  him  of  sight.  He  came  to  New 
England  for  treatment  and  on  his  recovery  in  1862  took 
up  his  abode  once  more  on  the  ancestral  estate,  and  in 
the  ancestral  mansion  at  Warwick,  and  here  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  honorable  and  useful  life.  Though  he 
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mingled  little  in  public  affairs,  he  continued  to  feel  the 
liveliest  patriotic  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  the  country 
then  in  the  midst  of  the  fiery  trials  of  the  civil  war.  In 
1866,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  he  was  chosen 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  and  again  in  1867, 
filling  the  office  for  two  years  with  dignity  and  honor. 
While  in  the  West  he  wrote  much  for  the  newspapers 
on  the  political  questions  of  the  times,  and  in  1851  he 
delivered  an  oration  at  commencement  before  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Brown  University,  which  was 
published.  Its  subject  was  "  Some  of  the  difficulties 
attending  the  administration  of  a  free  government."  He 
always  cherished  a  warm  interest  in  the  institutions  and 
the  history  of  his  native  State,  in  which  his  ancestors 
for  several  generations  had  been  distinguished  citizens. 
He  became  a  life  member  of  this  Society  in  1872,  and 
by  many  generous  gifts  and  kindly  services  he  showed 
his  appreciation  of  the  objects  which  it  is  designed  to 
promote. 

The  Rev.  COMFORT  EDWIN  BARROWS,  D.  D.,  died  in 
Newport,  December  26,  1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years  and  fifteen  days.  He  was  born  in  Attleborough, 
Mass.,  December  11,  1831.  He  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  Pierce  Academy,  Middleborough,  Mass.,  and 
graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1858.  He  studied 
theology  at  the  Theological  Institution  in  Newton, Mass., 
and  was  ordained  and  settled  as  minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  South  Danvers  (now  Peabody),  Mass.,  on  De- 
cember 25,  1861.  In  March,  1865,  he  removed  tp  New- 
port and  became  the  minister  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  that  city.  This  Church,  next  to  the  First  Baptist 
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Church  in  Providence,  is  the  oldest  Baptist  Church  in 
America.  Its  first  minister  and  principal  founder  was 
the  Rev.  John  Clarke,  who  was  one  of  the  most  hon- 
ored of  the  settlers  of  Newport.  In  this  ancient  his- 
toric church  Mr.  Barrows  found  a  congenial  sphere  of 
service  as  a  Christian  pastor,  and  here  he  spent  the  re- 
maining eighteen  years  of  his  life.  He  died  after  a 
brief  illness,  of  pneumonia,  in  the  midst  of  a  career  of 
great  usefulness  and  honored  with  the  growing  respect 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

He  was  a  scholar  of  varied  acquirements  and  was  es- 
pecially fond  of  historical  studies.  Only  a  little  time 
before  his  death  he  had  delivered  a  series  of  discourses 
suggested  by  the  four  hundredth  birthday  of  the  great 
Reformer,  on  Martin  Luther  and  his  principal  associates 
in  the  Reformation.  He  had  devoted  much  attention  to 
the  history  of  the  older  Baptist  Churches  in  Rhode 
Island  and  their  most  eminent  ministers  in  former  gen- 
erations. He  had  also  taken  a  scholar's  interest  in  study- 
ing the  early  ecclesiastical  history  of  Newport — a  town 
which  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  alone 
of  all  the  towns  in  the  country,  presented  the  extraordi- 
nary spectacle  of  congregations  of  Baptists,  Quakers, 
Congregationalists,  Episcopalians,  Moravians,  Sabbata- 
rians and  Jews,  all  gathered  from  the  same  community 
and  cherishing  a  reciprocal  good  will  each  for  the  others. 
To  subjects  thus  suggested  by  his  position  as  a  minister 
in  Newport,  most  of  his  few  published  writings  relate. 
These  consist  of  articles  in  magazines  and  reviews,  and 
of  a  few  occasional  sermons.  Of  the  latter,  the  most 
important  are  a  discourse  on  the  history  of  the  ancient 
church  of  which  he  was  the  minister,  and  a  discourse 
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on  the  life  of  Benjamin  B.  Howland,  a  venerable  mem- 
ber of  his  church,  who  held  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
town  and  city  of  Newport  for  fifty  years,  and  who  was 
more  than  any  other  man  of  his  time,  the  living  embod- 
iment of  its  local  history.  For  some  months  past  he 
had  been  engaged  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  on 
Publications  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  in 
editing  the  Diary  of  the  Rev.  John  Comer,  one  of  his 
predecessors  in  the  charge  of  the  church  at  Newport, 
from  1725  to  1729.  In  1881  he  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  Colby  University,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Brown  University,  the  place  of  his  educa- 
tion. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society  in  1881. 
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READ  BY  DR.  PARSONS    AT  QUARTERLY  MEETING,  OCTO- 
BER, 1883. 


[Provi]dence  24   12     56  so  called 
[24th  February,   1657.] 

Arthur  Venner  one  of  ye  Towne  Deputies 

I  vnderstand  yt  ye  Last  night  (to  the  disturbance  & 
dangerous  breach  of  his  Highnes  peace  in  this  Colony 
&  Countrey)  you  furthered  ye  tumultuous  Actings  of 
divers  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  this  Towne  of  Providence : 
In  wch  you  rescued  a  prisoner  from  ye  officers  of  ye 
honrd  Govment  of  ye  Massachusets  as  they  quietly 
passed  through  this  Towne. 

I  am  forced  therefore  (according  to  ye  trust  reposed 
in  me)  to  make  this  my  Sollemne  Protestation  agst  such 
disorderly  &  dangerous  Courses,  &  yt  for  these  Reasons. 

First,  ye  Person  whom  you  rescued  (by  yor  owne  Con- 
fession &  his)  is  a  subject  to  a  Forraigne  Nation  (ye 
Dutch)  &  however  it  hath  pleased  ye  Massachusets  to 
act  with  him  as  with  their  subject  (as  they  judge  &  him- 
self hath  formerly  professed)  :  yet  you  by  yr  owne  Con- 
fessions have  nothing  to  doe  with  him,  otherwise  then 
as  now  you  have  put  in  yor  necks  for  his  (in  case  he  es- 
cape :)  you  having  no  more^ power  to  send  him  to  New- 
port then  to  Boston,  nor  no  more  heart  to  provide  pris- 
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ons  then  you  have  to  provide  stocks :  vntill  Newport  & 
Portsmouth  put  forth  themselves  to  yt  cost  &  care  they 
have  bene  at. 

Secondly,  If  you  say  he  was  bound  to  a  Triall  in  this 
Colonie  ;  I  answere  this  is  a  rotten  Foundation  to  build 
high  Actings  on.  For  ye  truth  is  (having  no  prison  pro- 
vided) I  was  forced  a  Bond  for  his  Appearance  in  May 
before  ye  Gen :  Court  of  Commrs  at  Newport,  &  not 
for  any  triall  for  ye  Direction  of  yt  Gen :  Court, 

either  for  a  triall,  or  for  a  discharging  of  him,  or  a  sur- 
rendring  him  to  his  former  or  present  (professed)  Gov- 
rnors  ye  Massachuset  or  ye  Dutch. 

Thirdly  you  therefore  arrogate  a  power  over  ye  Col- 
ony, since  yt  Pawtuxet  js  a  Case  yet  depending  between 
ye  Genii.  Court  of  ye  Massachus :  &  ye  Gen.  Court  of 
this  Colony,  I  say  this  Extraordinary  Case  js  before  them. 

Fourthly  ye  same  power  you  arrogate  ye  high  Court 
ofParliamt.,  &  his  Highnes  ye  Lo:  Protector  before 
whome  this  matter  of  Pawtuxet  hath  Long  depended, 
they  hoping  (to  my  knowledge)  yt  among  orselves  yt 
Fire  might  out. 

Ob :  If  you  say  ye  Massachusets  doe  ye  same  :  I  an- 
swere yt  will  not  excuse  vs.  2dly  they  doe  not  rescue 
a  prisoner  of  ours  :  For  he  was  free  to  follow  his  Oc- 
casions all  Winter  &  ye  Spring,  vntill  May,  upon  no 
great  bond  :  But  now  he  was  &  js  a  prisoner  triable  for 
Felonie  (or  some  in  his  stead  if  he  escape)  3dly  ye  Mas- 
sachusets have  a  fairer  plea  before  all  ye  World  then 
we  have  any  Coulor  for  :  Since  ye  Inhabitants  of  Paw- 
tuxet have  all  along  renounced  subjection  unto  vs,  & 
sollemnly  &  absolutely  subjected  themselves  to  ye  Mas- 
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sachusets,  who  have  a  long  time  protected  them  from  vs 
in  all  thejr  Complaints  agst  vs. 

Fiftly :  this  you  did  in  an  vnlawfull  Towne  meeting , 
wch  hath  as  you  know  bene  a  long  time  at  3  dayes 
warning,  though  jt  hath  bene  but  to  make  a  Law  for  a 
shilling  matter 

Ob  :  If  you  say  yr  case  is  sudden  :  I  say  if  you  were 
not  resolved  to  contemne  all  officers  you  * 

Towne  Deputies  :  you  know 

you  have  gen  :  officers       *       the  Colony  :  you  know  you 
have  a  Towne  Councell :  &  a  councell  of  Warr      * 
so  that  you  are  provided  for  in  Order  for  peace  &  war, 
&  are  not  *          to  divulge  yor  Affaires  of  either 

Peace  or  War  before  ye  World  * 

into  sudden  fires  by  subtle  &  furious  plottes  * 

you  yt  all  Libertie  is  gone,  except  every  Man  be  an  offi- 
cer. 

Sixtly  you  cast  scorne  &  contempt  vpon  yor  officers, 
from  whome  you  desired  not  Information  or  satisfaction  : 
so  yt  I  am  forced  to  discharge  my  Trust  &  to  acquit  my 
selfe  from  all  these  Contempts  agst  yor  officers,  agst  the 
Colony,  agst  ye  honrd  Govrment  of  ye  Massachusets,  & 
agst  his  Highnes  peace  in  Towne  &  Countrey. 

These  things  I  pray  you  lay  to  heart,  &  consider  of 
them  (in  ye  feare  of  God)  &  the  consequents  of  them. 

ROGER  WILLIAMS,  Presidt. 

Arthur  Venner   &  ye  Inhabitants  of  Providence  whpm 
these  concerne. 

*Manuscript  imperfect. 
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INSTITUTIONS   AND   CORPORATIONS 


FROM   WHICH  GIFTS   HAVE  BEEN   RECEIVED. 


American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Arion  Club,  Providence. 

Astor  Library,  New  York  City. 

Berkeley  School,  Providence. 

Boston  Associated  Charities,  Boston. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston. 

Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Co.,  Bos- 
ton. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners,  Boston. 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brown  University,  Providence. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Canonicus  Memorial  Committee  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Provi- 
dence. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago,  111. 

Chicago  West  Park  Commissioners,  Chica- 
go- 
Chicago  So.  Park  Commissioners,  Chicago. 

Chief  of  EngineersJJ.S.  A.,Washington,D.C. 

Children's  Friend  Society,  Providence. 

Congressional  Library,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Davenport  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences, 
Iowa. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Fort  Mnigret,  Committee  appointed  by  the 
R.  I.  Historical  Society,  to  attend  the 
dedication  of. 

Friends  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah. 

Hopkins,  Johns,  University,  Baltimore. 

Interior  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Iowa  State  Library,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Irrepressible  Society,  Providence. 

Kansas  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Kas. 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia. 

Lisbon  Royal  Academy  of  Science,  Portu- 
gal. 

Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Brooklyn, 

Lowell  Old  Residents'  Historical  Associa- 
tion, Lowell,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston. 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing. 

Michigan  University,  Ann  Arbor.  Mich. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.Paul,Minn. 

Montreal  Societe  Historique,  Montreal,  Ca. 

National  Fire  Insurance  Company,  60  Wall 
St.,  New  York  City. 

New  Brunswick  Historical  Society,  St.  John, 
N.B. 

New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society, 
Boston. 

New  London  County  Historical  Society,  New 
London,  Ct. 


New  York  Central  Park  Meteorological 
Observatory,  New  York  City. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York 
City. 

New  York  State  Library,  Albany. 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
New  York  City. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark, 
N.  J. 

Norwegian  Society  for  Preserving  Antiqui- 
ties, Kristiania,  Nor. 

Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Halifax, 
N.  S. 

Peabody  Fund,  Trustees  of,  New  York  City. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Pennsylvania,  Secretary  of  State,  Harris- 
burg,  Pa. 

Philadelphia  Library  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian 
Society,  Philadelphia. 

Polytecnic  Society,  Louisburg,  Ky. 

Providence  Children's  Friend  Society. 

Providence  City  Government. 

Providence  Athenasum,  Providence. 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence. 

Quebec  Literary  and  Historical  Society, 
Quebec,  Can. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  Health,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  State  Charities, 
Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  State,  Providence. 

Royal  Historical  Society,  11  Chandos  St. , 
Cavendish  Square,  W.  London. 

Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquarians.Co- 
peiihagen,  Denmark. 

San  Francisco  Library  Association,  Cal. 

Signal  Service  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Swan  Point  Cemetery  Corporation,  Provi- 
dence. 

Tuft's  College,  College  Hill,  Mass. 

United  States  Coast  Survey,  W.  Powell, 
Director,  Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Geological  and  Geographical 
Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Va. 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  Madison.Wis. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquities,  Worces- 
ter, Mass. 

Wyoming  Historical  and  Geological  Socie- 
ty, Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

Young  Ladies'  Mission  Board,  Providence. 
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PERSONS 

FROM   WHOM   GIFTS   HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED. 


Addeman,  J.  M .,  Providence. 
Aldrich,  Nelson  W.,  Providence. 
Allen,  J.  K.,  Lansing,  Mich. 
Allen,  Miss  Candace,  Providence. 
Allen,  Zacbariah,  family  of,  Providence. 
Amsbury,  Israel,  Providence. 
Andrews,  Rev.  I.  W.,  Marietta,  O. 
Anthony,  Henry  B.,  Providence. 
Anthony,  Mrs.  Sarah  W.,  Providence. 
Arnold,  Isaac  N.,  Chicago,  111. 
Arnold,  James  N.,  Hamilton.  R.  I. 
Arnold,  Mrs.  Louisa  G.,  Providence. 
Bailey,  William  M.,  Providence. 
Backus,  Thomas,  Danielsonville,  C't. 
Baker,  George  H,  National  Home,  "Wis. 
Ballon,  Frederic  M.,  Providence. 
Bartlett,  John  R.,  Providence. 
Barton,  Henry,  Providence. 
Barstow,  Misses  E.  T.  &  L.  H., Providence. 
Beckwith,  Henry  T.,'Providence. 
Behrends,  Rev.  A.  J.  F.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Bicknell,  Thomas  W.,  Boston. 
Bigelow.  Marshall  T.  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Blackstone,  L  ,  Norwich,  Ct. 
Blake,  Charles,  Providence. 
Boutwell,  Francis  Marrion,  Groton,  Mass. 
Bowen,  Mrs.  Henry  L.,  Newport. 
Bradlce,  Rev.  C.  D.,  57  W.  Brookline  Street, 

Boston. 

Brinley,  Francis,  Newport. 
Breck,  William,  Providence. 
Brinton,  Dr.  Daniel  G.,  Philadelphia. 
Brewster,  Mrs.  J.  M.,  Providence. 
Brown,  William  E.,  Providence. 
•Bullock,  Miss  Julia,  Providence. 
Buttre,  J.  C.,  New  York  City. 
Burdick,A.  B.,  Providence. 
Burrough,  Frank  M. 
Caldwell,  Augustine,  Ipswich,  Mass. 
Cameron,  Ambury  &  Co.,  New  York  City. 


Capen,  Rev.  Elmer  H  ,  College  Hill,  Mass. 
Carpenter,  George  M.,  Providence. 
Clark,  Bishop  Thomas  M.,  Providence. 
Clarke,  George  L.,  Providence. 
Clarke,  Robert  &  Co.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Cleveland,  H.  W.  S.,  Chicago. 
Chace,  Darius,  Providence. 
Chase,  George  H.,  Boston. 
Clubb,  Rev.  Henry  S.,  Philadelphia. 
C'obb,  Samuel  C.,  Boston. 
Cogswell,  William  F.,  Beverly,  N.  J. 
Congdon,  Charles,  25  Pine  Street,  New  York 

City. 

Cooke,  George  Lewis,  Providence. 
Coombs,  H.  M.  &  Co.,  Providence. 
Crins,  William  H.,  Providence. 
Cross,  Samuel  H., Providence. 
Deaue,  Charles,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Dean,  John  Ward,  Boston. 
Dean,  Sidney,  Warren. 
Denison,  Charles  H  ,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Denison,  Rev.  Frederic,  Providence. 
DePeyster,  J.  W.,  Tivoli,  Duchess  Co  ,N.Y. 
Dodge,  James  H.,  Boston. 
Dowe,  A.  W.,  Ipswich.  Mass. 
Doyle,  Thomas  A.,  Providence. 
Draper,  Dr.  Daniel,  New  York  City. 
Drown,  Arthur  W.,  Providence. 
Drowne,  Henry  T.,  60  Wall  St.,  New  York. 
Drowne,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Garden  City,N.Y. 
Dunster,  Samuel,  Attleboro  Falls,  Mass. 
Dyer,  J.  C.,  Providence. 
Edwards,  John  H.,  26  Sheldon  Street,  Provi. 

dence. 

Ely,  William  D.,  Providence. 
Ely,  Mrs.  William  D.,  Providence. 
Ely,  Mrs.  Richard  S.,  373  5th  Avenue,  New 

York  City. 

Evans,  Elisha  S.,  Providence. 
Everett,  Richmond  P.,  Providence. 
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Farnham,  J.  E.  C.,  Providence. 
Folsom,  Albert  A.,  Boston. 
Fearing,  Albert  C.,  Jr.,  ISDoane  St.,  Boston. 
Fisher,  Dr.  Charles  H.,  Scituate,  R.  I. 
Fletcher,  E.  Dix,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Foster,  William  E.,  Providence. 
Fox,  Rev.  Norman,  164  W.  56th  Street,  New 
York  City. 

Freeman,  E.  L.  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Frieze,  Henry  S.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Gardiner,  Curtis  C.,  404  Market  St.,St.Louis, 
Mo. 

Goodwin,  John  A.,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Goodwin,  Miss  Sarah  W.,  Providence. 

Greene,  George  H.,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Green,  Arnold,  Providence. 

Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston. 

Gray,  Samuel  M.,  Providence. 

Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Providence. 

Gulliver,  Mrs.  Mary,  Pawtucket. 

Hale,  Horatio,  Clinton,  Ontario  Co.,  Can. 

Hart,  Charles  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Harris,  Edward  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Hazard,  Rowland  G.,  Peachdale. 

Hazard,  Thomas  R.,  Portsmouth. 

Hazeu,  William  B.,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington. 

Hayward,  William  S.,  Providence. 

Holbrook,  Albert,  Providence. 

Holden,  John,  Providence. 

Holmes,  Nathaniel,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Ilowland,  Franklin,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Hough,  Franklin  B.,  Lowville,  N.  Y. 

Hubbard,  L.  P.,  80  Wall  Street,  New  York 
City. 

Hull,  Richard  L.,  Providence. 

Jencks,  Albert  V.,  Providence. 

Jenkins,  J.  H.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Jenkins,  Steuben,  Wyoming,  Pa. 

Jones,  Augustine,  Providence. 

Jones,  C.  C.,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Joslin,  L.  K.,  Providence. 

Kilburn,  Mrs.  Mary  E.,  Providence. 

King,  Moses,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

King,  William  Dehon,  Berkeley,  Mass. 

King,  W.  W.,  Boston. 

Lester,  J.  Erastus,  Providence. 

Lincoln,  Frederic  W.,  Boston. 

Lyman,  Mrs.  M.  H.,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Lyon,  Messrs.  Merrick  and  Emory,  Provi- 
dence. 

Mason,  George  C.,  Newport. 

Mason,  Norman  N.,  Providence. 

Maxwell,,  Mrs.  C.  E.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mauran,  James  E.,  Newport. 

McKim,  William   W.,  246   Federal   Street, 
Boston. 


Meade,  George. 

Mills,  Mrs.  Joanna  E.,  Needham,  Mass. 
Mowry,  William  A.,  Providence. 
Muller,  Frederic  &  Co.,  Amsterdam,  Hoi. 
Newell.  Dr.  Timothy,  Providence. 
Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Olney,  James  H.,  Providence. 
Pabodie,  Benjamin  F.,  Providence. 
Parsons,  Dr.  Charles  W.,  Providence. 
Parkhurst,  Charles  H.,  Providence. 
Parish,  Jeremiah  S.,  Providence. 
Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  Providence. 
Peet,  Rev.  Stephen  D.,  Clinton,  Wie. 
Pierce,  Frederic  C.,  Rockport,  111. 
Pierce,  J.  B.,  North  Kingstown. 
Perry,  Amos,  Providence. 
Perry,  Rev.  Henry  G.,  Chicago,  111. 
Perry,  Bishop  William  Stevens,  Davenport, 

Iowa. 

Phillips,  Henry,  Jr. 
Porter,  Rev.  Emory  M.,  Pawtucket. 
Preble,  Rear  Admiral  George  H.,  Brook- 

line,  Mass. 
Randolph,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Sherbnrn,  Che- 

nango  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Raikes,  G.  A.,  London. 
Rauch,  G.  W  ,  Lexington,  Ky. 
Reid,  Messrs.  J.  A.  &  R.  A.,  Providence. 
Rice,  Franklin  P.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Richmond,  Mrs.  Frank  E.,  Providence. 
Rider,  Sidney  S.,  Providence. 
Riley,  Charles  V.,  Providence. 
Risley,  Rev.  John  E.,  Providence. 
Root  &  Jenckes,  Messrs.,  Tribune  Building, 

New  York  City. 
Rost,  Alexander,  Providence. 
Russell,  Charles  H.,  New  York  City. 
Rhodes,  Edward  S.,  Providence. 
Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  Providence. 
Schaif,  J.  Thomas,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Scholfield,  A.  G .,  Providence. 
Schonwalder,  Dr.  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 
Shaw,  Joseph  A..  Providence. 
Shepard.  Mrs.  Thomas  P.,  Providence. 
Sheridan,  Philip  H.,  Chicago. 
Shove,  Samuel,  Pawtucket. 
Smith,  Charles  Morris,  Providence. 
Smith,  Clinton  H.,  New  York  City. 
Smith,  Sanford  B.,  Providence. 
Smucker,  Isaac,  Newark,  Ohio. 
Soule  &  Bugbee,  Messrs.,  37  Court  Street, 

Boston. 

Southwick  Isaac  H.,  Providence. 
Southwick,  Isaac  H.,  Jr.,  Providence. 
Stanhope,  James  Ringe,  Boston. 
Steere,  Henry  J.,  Providence. 
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Stock  well,  J.  C.,  25  Ann  Street,  New  York 
City. 

Stock  well,  Thomas  B.,  Providence. 

Stone,  Rev.  Edwin  M.,  Providence. 

Stone,  L.  M.  E.,  Providence. 

Stone,  Waterman,  Providence. 

Sweetzer,  Rev.  A.  H.,  Providence. 

Taft,  Richmond  &  Guild,  Masters,  Provi- 
dence. 

Taylor,  Daniel  A.,  Providence. 

Thomas,  Rev.  P.,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Thomas,  Lawrence  Buckley,  Pontiac. 

Tibbitts,  William  T.,  Providence. 

Tibbitts  &  Shaw,  Providence. 


Traver,  Mrs.  W.  H.,  Providence. 
Tucker,  W.  W.,  48  Franklin  St.,  Boston. 
Tyler,  Casey  B.,  Centerville. 
Van  Vooris,  Elias  W.,  New  York  City. 
Walker,  John  P.,  Providence. 
Webb,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Providence. 
West,  Charles  E.,  New  York  City. 
•Wheeler,  Richard  A.,  Stonington,  Ct. 
Wheeler,  George  M.,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington. 
Whittemore,  D.  R.,  Providence. 
White,  Addison  H.,  Providence. 
Williams,  N.  Bangs,  Providence. 
Williams,  Jedeidah,  Providence. 
Willard,  Rev.  A.  F.,  Providence. 
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LIBRARY  WANTS  SUGGESTED. 


Acts  of  the  Elders,  commonly  called  the  Book  of  Abraham,  1845-6. 

Allen  and  Winter  Family  Genealogies,  Salem,  1872. 

Almanacks,  K.  B.  Thomas's,  1793,  94,  95  —  1853,  54,  56,  57,  59,  62,  67,  69, 
70. 

Almanacs,  Rhode  Island,  1866,  67,  68,  69,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75,  78,  79. 

Ammidown,  Holmes,  Collections,  in  two  volumes. 

Angell,  Oliver — A  set  of  his  school  books. 

Arnold,  Isaac  N.,  Life  of  Benedict  Arnold,  Chicago,  1880. 

Burke's  Works  on  Heraldry. 

Congdon,  J.  W.  — Analytical  Class  Book  of  Botany, 

Encyclopaedia,  British,  American,  Johnson's  or  Appleton's. 

Family  genealogies,  town  histories,  and  sketches  of  persons,  places  and 
institutions  in  Rhode  Island,  especially  solicited. 

Seal  or  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  of  any  corporation, 
society  or  family  in  the  State,  written  or  printed  historical  sketches 
of. 

Goodwin,  John  A.     Pilgrim  Republic,  1884. 

Gorton,  Samuel.     Antidote  against  the  Common  Plague  of  the  World,  1657. 
"  "  Copie  of  an  Answer  to  Nathaniel  Morton's  New   England 

Memorial,  1660. 

Greene,  Francis  H.     Primary  Class  Book  of  Botany,  1854. 

Greene,  G.  W.     German  Element  in  the  Revolution. 
"  "  Biographical  Studies,  New  York,  1860. 

"  "  Various  School  Manuals  and  Primary  Lessons. 

Hallet's  Report  of  the  E.  K.  Avery  Trial. 

Hicks,  Ransom.     The  Millerites  Confession. 

Hildreth's  Report  of  the  E.  K.  Avery  Trial. 

Hitchcock,  Enos.     The  Farmer's  Friend,  Boston,  1792. 

Hollister,  G.  A.     Mount  Hope,  or  Philip,  King  of  the  Wampanoags. 

Hacker  Hall  and  Family,  Date  of  an  article  in  the  Providence  Journal  rela- 
tive to. 

Lawrence  Family  Genealogy,  by  Thomas  Lawrence  of  Providence,  New 
York,  1858. 
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Law's  Spirit  of  Prayer,  1823. 

Lippincott's  Biographical  Dictionary. 

Lippincott's  Gazetteer. 

Massachusetts  Artillery  Election  Sermons  for  the  years  1832,  1836,  and  1863, 

and  for  each  year  between  1638  and  1827,  except  for  1740,  1744,  1771, 

1774,  1790,  1807,  1810,  1819  and  1820. 
McSparren's  America  Dissected,  Dublin,  1753. 
New  York  Genealogy  and  Biographical  Record,  full  set. 
Paige,  Lucius  R.     Histories  of  Cambridge  and  Hardwick,  Mass. 
Pawtucket  Directory,  Nos.  1  (1868-9),  14,  15. 
Perry,  Com.  M.  C.     Japan  Expedition,  vols.  1  and  2. 
Pickering,  David.     Gospel  Preacher,  Providence,  1820. 
Providence  Bulletin,  1870,  1871,  1872  and  1873. 
Providence  Semi-Weekly  and  Daily  Journal,  1830. 

Providence  Evening  Press,  March  13,  1870  to  September  13,  1872,  inclusive. 
Providence  Children's  Friend  Society,  Annual  Reports,  the  2nd,  6th,  10th, 

16th  and  18th. 

Rhode  Island  Insurance  Commissisner's  Reports,  1857,  1867,  1868  and  1869. 
Rhode  Island  Schoolmaster,  No.  2  of  Vol.  IX,  and  No.  4  of  Vol.  X. 
Rhode  Island   Congregational  Conference,  Minutes,   1839,   1841,  1842  and 

1868. 
Scott,  Job,  on  Baptism,  1793. 

"         "     Review  of  Relly's  Treatise  on  Union,  1786. 
"         "     The  Baptism  of  Fire,  Providence,  1797. 
Seabury,  Bishop.     Discourses,  Vol  I,  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  1815. 
Sherburne's  Memoirs  of  Providence,  1792. 
Smith,  Louisa  P.     Poems,  Providence,  1829. 
Vicar  of  Wakefield,  Providence,  1792. 
Wheaton,  Henry.     Life  of  William  Pinckney,  New  York,  1826. 

"  "          Rights  of  Visitation  and  Search,  1834. 

Wieland,  Oberon.     Poem  translated  by  Sotheby,  two  vols. 
Williams,  Mrs.  C.  R.     Tales,  National  and  Revolutionary,  1835,  Vol  I. 
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RESIDENT    MEMBERS.  —  1884. 


ELECTED. 

1874.  Addeman,  Joshua  M. 

1874.  Aldrich,  Nelson  W. 

1875.  Ames,  William 

1876.  Angell,  Edwin  G. 
1836.  Anthony,  Henry  B. 

1880.  Anthony,  John  B. 

1875.  Aplin,  Charles 

1881.  Arnold,  James  N. 

1874.  Arnold,  Olney 

1877.  Arnold,  Stephen  H. 
1881.  Austin,  John  Osborne 
1853.  Bailey,  William  M. 
1881.  Bailey,  Richard  Arnold 
1881  Baker,  David  S.,  Jr. 
1884.  Ballou,  Ariel 

1883.  Ballou,  Frederick  M. 

1881.  Barrows,  Rev.  Comfort  E.* 

1872.  Barrows,  Edwin 

1831.  Bartlett,  John  R. 

1876.  Barton,  Robert 

1879.  Barton,  William  T. 
1883.  Bates,  Isaac  C. 
1858.  Binney,  William 

1878.  Bogman,  Edward  Y. 
1881.  Bradley,  Charles 
1846.  Bradley,  Charles  S. 

1880.  Bray  ton,  William  D. 
1883.  Bridgham,  Joseph 
1870.  Brinley,  Francis 
1883.  Brown,  D.  Russell 
1883.  Brown,  H.  Martin 

1875.  Brown,  John  A. 
1857.  Brown,  Welcome  O. 

1876.  Bugbee,  James  H. 

1881.  Bull,  Isaac  M. 


ELECTED. 

1878.  Bull,  Samuel  T. 

1884.  Burdick,  James 

1878.  Burrough,  Frank  M. 
1859.  Calder,  George  B. 
1880.  Campbell,  Daniel  G. 

1876.  Campbell,  Horatio  N. 

1873.  Carpenter,  Charles  E. 

1874.  Carpenter,  Francis  W. 
1874.  Caswell,  Edward  T. 
1857.  Chambers,  Robert  B. 

1872.  Channing,  William  F. 

1879.  Chace,  Lewis  J. 

1880.  Chace,  Jonathan 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

RHODE   ISLAND   HISTORICAL   SOCIETY, 

1884-85. 


A  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  January  22,  1884,  at 
which  Mr.  William  E.  Foster  read  a  paper  on  the  "Rhode 
Island  Town  Governments  of  the  17th  Century."  It  was  an 
historical  paper  of  great  value,  exhibiting  the  results  of  original 
research. 

At  a  meeting  held  February  5,  Professor  John  L.  Lincoln, 
LL.  D.,  read  a  paper  on  the  "Emperor  Marcus  Aurelius." 
The  reading  of  the  paper  was  followed  by  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  by  Thomas  Vernon,  Esq.,  Rev.  Dr.  J. 
G.  Vose,  and  President  Gammell. 

At  the  next  meeting,  which  was  held  February  19,  John 
Erastus  Lester,  Esq.,  addressed  the  Society  on  the  subject  of 
"Christian  Hill,"  giving  a  vivid  picture  of  that  part  of  Provi- 
dence in  the  earlier  years  of  its  settlement,  and  illustrating  his 
subject  by  pertinent  historical  facts. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  March  4,  when  Mr.  William  S. 
Liscomb  read  a  scholarly  and  valuable  paper  on  the  "Destruction 
of  works  of  ancient  Art." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  March  18,  Rev.  William 
Elliott  Griffis,  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  read  a  paper  on  "Com- 
modore Calbraith  Perry."  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Griffis 
was  passed  by  the  Society  for  his  interesting  sketch  of  the  Life 
and  services  of  one  of  the  illustrious  sons  of  Rhode  Island. 
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A  quarterly  meeting  was  held  April  1 ,  the  President  in  the 
chair.  The  Hon.  Latimer  W.  Ballou,  of  Woonsocket,  and 
William  Dehon  King,  Esq.,  of  Newport,  were  elected  resident 
members.  Dr.  Parsons  reported  in  behalf  of  the  Library 
Committee  that  by  exchange  of  duplicates  acquired  at  the  Cooke 
sale  many  valuable  works  had  been  added  to  the  Library.  Pro- 
fessor Lincoln,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  called 
attention  to  the  fact,  that  some  of  the  Society's  papers  were  now 
ready  to  be  published,  and  to  constitute  together  the  Seventh 
Volume  of  the  Society's  Collections.  After  remarks  by  Judge 
Stiness  and  others  upon  the  importance  of  proceeding  to  the 
publication  of  this  volume,  a  subscription  paper  was  drawn  up, 
and  about  one  half  of  the  sum  requisite  for  the  printing  was 
subscribed  by  members  present.  The  remainder  of  the  evening 
was  occupied  by  Dr.  Parsons  with  remarks  upon  epitaphs, 
elegies  and  other  literature  belonging  to  the  first  century  of 
New  England  history. 

At  a  meeting  held  April  15,  1885,  Mr.  William  A.  Mowry 
read  a  paper  entitled  "The  Supreme  moment  in  the  History 
of  North  America," — the  object  of  which  was  to  illustrate  the 
decisive  historical  influence,  upon  civilization  on  this  continent, 
of  the  Battle  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham  in  Quebec  in  1763.  It 
was  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  paper. 

The  second  quarterly  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  July  1, 
at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Two  communications  were  laid 
before  the  Society  by  the  Secretary,  touching  a  valuable  collec- 
tion of  literature  pertaining  to  the  late  Civil  War ;  these  com- 
munication were,  by  vote,  referred  to  the  Library  Committee, 
with  authority  to  act  in  the  matter  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 
Two  recent  gifts  to  the  Society,  were  reported  by  the  Secretary. 
The  first  was  Hadden's  Journal  and  Orderly  Books,  1776—1778, 
presented  by  Gen.  Horatio  Rogers.  The  second  was  the  Deed 
of  the  Pawtuxet  Lands,  a  document  presented  by  William  V. 
Daboll,  Esq.  This  deed  bears  date  of  April  25,  1683,  and  is 
signed  by  William  Carpenter  of  Pawtuxet,  and  is  witnessed  by 
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John  Sheldon,  William  Randall,  and  Timothy  Sheldon.  The 
deed  and  accompanying  plat  belonged  to  the  Eleanor  Field  es- 
tate, and  as  they  were  not  claimed  by  the  heirs  at  law,  have 
been  placed  for  safe  keeping  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  Historical 
Society  by  Mr.  Daboll  as  the  administrator  of  this  estate. 

Messrs.  Elisha  S.  Aldrich,  Nicholas  Sheldon,  and  Stillman 
White,  of  Providence,  and  Mr.  Ira  B.  Peck,  of  Woonsocket, 
were  elected  resident  members  of  the  Society,  and  Mr.  Abner 
C.  Goodell,  Jr.,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  was  elected  corresponding 
member. 

Mr.  Moses  B.I.  Goddard  read  a  paper  giving  a  sketch  of  the 
construction  and  career  of  the  ship  "Ann  and  Hope,"  which 
belonged  to  the  well-known  mercantile  house  of  Brown  and 
Ives.  It  was  a  very  interesting  historical  paper,  narrating  the 
fortunes  of  this  ship  from  its  building  in  Providence,  1795,  to 
the  time  of  its  wreck  and  loss  of  cargo  at  Block  Island  in  1806. 
It  contained  much  instructive  information  touching  the  com- 
merce of  Providence  of  a  hundred  years  ago. 

The  third  quarterly  meeting  was  held  October  7.  The 
Secretary  laid  before  the  Society  a  communication  from  the 
Buffalo  Historical  Society  inviting  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society  to  participate  in  services  to  be  held  in  Buffalo  in  honor 
of  Red  Jacket  and  other  distinguished  Indian  Chiefs.  The 
invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
acknowledge  the  courtesy  extended  to  this  Society,  and  to  send  to 
the  Buffalo  Historical  Society  a  copy  of  the  Canonicus  Memorial 
in  testimony  of  the  fact  that  the  memory  of  worthy  aboriginal 
chiefs  is  cherished  also  in  Rhode  Island. 

A  letter  was  read  by  the  Secretary  from  the  Hon.  Charles 
H.  Denison,  a  corresponding  member  of  this  Society,  urging 
the  importance  of  taking  steps  to  secure  the  preservation  of  the 
early  town  records  of  the  State  by  having  copies  of  them  made 
and  deposited  in  the  State  Library,  and  in  the  archives  of  this 
Society.  The  letter  elicited  a  cordial  response  in  remarks  of 
the  President,  and  from  Hon.  John  H.  Stiness,  and  Mr.  John  A. 


8  EHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

Rowland ;  and  it  was  by  vote  referred  to  the  Secretary,  with 
instructions  to  call  the  attention  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
to  the  object  set  forth  in  it,  and  to  ask  his  co-operation  in  its 
accomplishment . 

The  Secretary  presented  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Abner  C. 
Goodell,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  accepting  his  appointment  as  corres- 
ponding member  of  the  Society,  and  expressing  a  cordial 
interest  in  its  objects. 

Mr.  John  A.  Howland  was  appointed  a  Committee  to  make 
a  critical  examination  of  the  Carpenter  Deed  and  Map  of  1683 
of  the  Pawtuxet  Lands,  and  to  report  to  the  Society  the  results 
of  his  examination. 

The  Librarian  announced  accessions  to  the  library  since  the 
last  quarterly  meeting,  as  follows  :  95  bound  volumes,  788 
pamphlets,  and  some  historical  memorials,  not  easy  of  classifi- 
cation. He  also  announced  gifts  received  from  Messrs.  Henry 
J.  Steere,  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Albert  Holbrook,  George  C. 
Mason,  William  F.  Channing,  Lewis  H.  Meader ;  also  fifteen 
numbers  of  the  Art  Folio  from  the  publishers,  Messrs.  J.  A.  & 
R.  A.  Reid,  of  this  city.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  these 
gentlemen  for  their  gifts. 

The  Committee  on  Lectures  gave  notice  that  Professor 
Franklin  B.  Dexter  of  Yale  College,  would  read  a  paper,  on 
the  18th  of  November,  on  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles  and  his  Diary. 

The  Committee  on  the  nomination  of  members  recommended 
for  membership  the  following  persons,  and  they  were  elected : 
Resident  Members,  Alfred  M.  Williams,  William  A.  Walton, 
and  John  A.  Carter,  of  Providence  ;  Joshua  Wilbour,  of  Paw- 
tucket,  and  Jonathan  Russell  Bullock,  of  Bristol ;  and  Corres- 
ponding Member,  Col.  Adolphus  Skinner  Hubbard,  of  San 
Francisco. 

The  President  announced  that  Mr.  Henry  T.  Drowne,  a 
corresponding  member,  had  attended,  as  a  delegate  of  this 
Society,  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  Bar- 
tholdi  Statue  of  Liberty,  in  New  York,  and  had  fittingly 
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represented  the  Society  on  that  occasion.  Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons 
read  a  most  interesting  and  valuable  paper  as  his  report  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Society  to  a  meeting  held  on  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  "American  Historical 
Association."  (This  paper  will  be  found  on  a  later  page  in  this 
volume.)  Mr.  William  B.  Weeden,  who  was  elected  at  the 
above-mentioned  meeting  an  officer  of  the  Historical  Associa- 
tion, which  was  then  formed,  followed  Dr.  Parsons  with  his 
views  of  the  importance  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  that 
Association,  and  the  service  it  would  undoubtedly  render  in 
promoting  the  progress  of  historical  pursuits. 

Mention  was  made  by  the  President  of  the  monument  erected 
on  Fort  Hill,  Oxford,  Mass.,  to  the  memory  of  the  Huguenot 
settlers  of  that  town,  and  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Parsons  repre- 
sented this  Society  by  his  presence  on  that  occasion. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  through  the  Chair- 
man, Prof.  Lincoln,  that  all  the  manuscript  for  Volume  VII.  of 
the  Society's  Collections  was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  a  brief  paper  on  New 
England  Almanacs,  after  which  the  Society  adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  held  November  18,  Professor  Franklin  B. 
Dexter,  of  Yale  College,  read  a  paper  on  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles  and 
his  Diary.  Remarks  were  made  on  the  many  subjects  of  inter- 
est pertaining  to  Rhode  Island  history,  which  were  discussed 
by  Professor  Dexter  in  this  paper,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Vose,  Professor 
Lincoln,  Governor  Hoppin,  and  President  Gammell ;  a  unani- 
mous vote  of  thanks  to  Professor  Dexter  was  passed  by  the 
Society  for  his  instructive  and  scholarly  paper. 

At  a  meeting  held  December  2,  Professor  William  Mathews, 
of  Boston,  read  a  paper  on  William  Wirt,  in  which  he  portrayed 
the  life  and  career  of  this  distinguished  lawyer  and  statesman. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  Prof.  Mathews,  moved  by  Prof.  Harkness, 
and  seconded  by  Dr.  Parsons,  was  unanimously  passed  by  the 
Society. 

A  meeting  was  held  December  16,  at  which  Hon.  John  H. 
Stiness  and  General  Horatio  Rogers  read  papers,  and  Rev. 
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Frederic  Denison,  a  poem,  on  the  Return  of  Roger  Williams 
with  the  First  Charter  of  Rhode  Island.  The  various  historical 
bearings  of  this  theme  were  amply  and  instructively  discussed 
in  these  addresses,  and  the  Society  passed  a  unanimous  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  speakers. 

At  a  meeting  held  December  30,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Fisher  read 
a  paper  on  Numismatics,  setting  forth  and  illustrating  the  value 
of  Numismatics  as  a  source  of  historical  knowledge.  Mr. 
Charles  Gorton  also  read  a  paper  on  the  early  colonial  coins  and 
coinage,  after  which  Mr.  Francis  W.  Furman  exhibited  an 
extensive  collection  of  coins,  belonging  to  different  periods  and 
countries.  It  was  a  meeting  numerously  attended,  and  the 
Society  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  these  gentlemen  for  the 
instruction  and  entertainment  which  they  had  afforded. 

The  sixty-third  annual  meeting  was  held  January  13,  1885, 
the  President,  Professor  William  Gammell  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  read  three  letters  :  the  first  from  Mr.  Adolphus 
Skinner  Hubbard,  of  San  Francisco,  acknowledging  and  accept- 
ing his  election  as  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Society ;  the 
second  from  Prof.  Herbert  B.  Adams,  of  the  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  Baltimore,  which  urged  the  importance  of  the 
preservation  of  town  records  and  presented  the  writer's  views 
on  the  best  methods  of  accomplishing  this  object ;  the  third 
from  His  Excellency  Gov.  Bourn,  suggesting  that  the  Society 
take  the  requisite  steps  towards  having  a  bill  presented,  and 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  to  provide  for 
the  preservation  of  the  several  town  records. 

The  treasurer,  Mr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  presented  his  an- 
nual Report,  giving  the  following  items  :  Receipts,  $844.77  ; 
Expenses,  $769.40 ;  Cash  on  hand,  $75.37  ;  Life  Membership 
Fund,  $1091.90;  Publication  Fund,  $370.00. 

The  President  then  read  his  Annual  Address,  in  which  he 
discussed  the  chief  events  belonging  to  the  history  of  the  Society 
during  the  year,  and  then  commended  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Society  several  themes  of  great  historic  interest  and  value. 
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On  recommendation  of  Mr.  A.  V.  Jencks,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Nominations,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected : 

As  Life  Members,  George  Peabody  Wetmore,  and  John 
Nicholas  Brown,  Newport.  As  Resident  Members,  William  G. 
Weld,  Le  Roy  King,  and  George  Gordon  King,  Newport ; 
John  C.  Wyman,  Valley  Falls  ;  and  Elisha  Benjamin  Andrews, 
Gorham  P.  Pomroy,  Oliver  Johnson,  Estus  Lamb,  Charles  H. 
George,  Julius  F.  Hart  well,  Henry  A.  Horton,  James  Pierce 
Root,  Richard  B.  Winsor,  O.  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Fred  A. 
Arnold,  Isaac  H.  Southwick,  Jr.,  and  George  L.  Collins,  Jr., 
of  Providence ;  as  Corresponding  Members,  Prof.  Franklin  B. 
Dexter,  of  Yale  College,  New  Haven ;  Peter  B.  Olney,  New 
York ;  Richard  Olney,  William  A.  Mo  wry,  and  Albert  A. 
Folsom,  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Perry  reported  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Lectures, 
that  Professor  Albert  Harkness  would  read  a  paper  on  the  27th 
of  January,  on  Athens  in  the  Age  of  Pericles,  and  that  Mrs. 
Martha  J.  Lamb,  of  New  York,  would  read  a  paper  on  the  10th 
of  February  ;  also  that  it  is  proposed  to  observe  in  October  next, 
the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict 
of  Nantes,  by  papers  to  be  read  to  the  Society,  which  will 
discuss  the  historical  bearings  of  that  event. 

Mr.  Isaac  H.  Southwick  reported,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Building  and  Grounds,  an  expenditure  of  $64.85. 

Dr.  Parsons  presented  a  very  interesting  Report  on  behalf  of 
the  Library  Committee,  showing  an  expenditure  of  $98.05,  and 
an  addition  to  the  Library,  by  gift  and  by  purchase,  of  488 
bound  volumes,  2,777  pamphlets,  and  256  miscellaneous 
articles  ;  the  total  number  of  accessions  3,516. 

Prof.  Lincoln  reported,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lications, that  the  Proceedings  of  1883-84  were  published 
early  in  the  year  just  ended,  that  Volume  VH.  of  the  Society's 
Collections  was  now  nearly  ready  for  delivery,  and  that 
material  for  Volume  VIII.  was  now  in  an  advanced  state  of 
preparation  for  the  press. 
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Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Genealogical  Researches,  made  a  Report,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  there  is  unusual  activity  in  genealogical  pursuits,  and  that 
a  Rhode  Island  Genealogical  Dictionary  was  in  course  of  prep- 
aration by  a  member  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  John  A.  Rowland  presented  a  very  carefully-prepared 
Report  on  the  Deed  and  Map  of  the  Pawtuxet  lands,  of  the 
year  1683. 

The  Reports  of  the  Procurators  were  received  and  placed  on 
file,  as  follows  :  of  George  C.  Mason,  of  Newport ;  of  Erastus 
Richardson,  of  Woonsocket ;  of  Dr.  Charles  H.  Fisher,  of 
Scituate ;  and  of  Rev.  E.  H.  Porter,  of  Pawtucket. 

The  Library.  Committee  was,  by  vote,  instructed  to  examine, 
and  report  upon,  the  subject  of  the  Society's  right  of  ownership 
and  disposal  of  the  duplicate  copies  of  the  Rhode  Island  Laws 
now  in  its  possession,  and  what  action,  if  any,  should  be  taken 
in  regard  to  the  same. 

Messrs.  Horatio  Rogers,  C.  H.  Parkhurst,  and  B.  B.  Ham- 
mond were  appointed  a  Committee  to  act  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Governor  to  draft  and  present  to  the  General 
Assembly  a  bill  to  secure  the  preservation  and  usefulness  of  the 
town  records  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  John  P.  Walker  was  appointed  a  Committee  to  solicit 
names,  by  which  the  Publication  Fund  could  be  raised  to  $600. 

The  President's  Address  and  the  Reports  of  Standing  Com- 
mittees were  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee. 

It  was  voted,  that  a  tax  of  $3.00  (Three  Dollars")  be 
assessed  upon  each  Resident  Member  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  current  year. 

It  was  also  voted  that  the  Committee  on  Publications  be 
instructed  to  print  .five  hundred  copies  of  the  Proceedings  for 
the  year  1884-85,  including  in  the  same  the  President's  Address, 
the  Reports  of  the  Standing  Committees  and  the  Procurators, 
and  also,  at  their  discretion,  any  papers  which  have  been  laid 
before  the  Society,  provided  the  whole  expense  of  the  publica- 
tion does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 
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ADDRESS   OF  THE   PRESIDENT. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society: — 

We  assemble  again  in  annual  meeting  to  review  the  year 
which  is  closing  and  to  prepare  for  the  year  which  is  opening 
before  us.  The  transition  from  the  one  to  the  other  forms  almost 
the  only  epoch  in  our  uneventful  annals  as  a  Society.  The  work 
which  we  do  is  so  quiet  and  unobtrusive  that  there  is  nothing  to 
mark  its  progress  or  to  make  known  its  character  save  the  record 
which  we  make  of  them  at  the  close  of  every  vear.  The  long 
past,  of  which  we  seek  to  collect  the  memorials,  is  constantly 
lengthening,  and  each  successive  generation  finds  itself  already 
beginning  to  be  historic  before  it  passes  from  the  scene  of  its  ac- 
tivity. Indeed,  it  would  be  well  if  this  were  more  so  than  it 
is,  and  if  each  generation  were  more  disposed  to  prepare  for 
those  that  come  after  it  a  record  of  its  achievements  and  disas- 
ters, its  virtues  and  its  crimes,  and  of  all  that  may  give  character 
to  the  period  to  which  it  belongs. 

Our  special  work  is,  first  of  all,  to  awaken  and  diffuse  an  in- 
terest in  our  own  history  as  a  State,  and  to  collect  and  preserve 
the  materials  of  which  this  history  must  be  composed.  To  do 
this  is  in  accordance  with  a  natural  dictate  of  ancestral  reverence 
and  patriotic  attachment,  and  it  is  always  a  characteristic  of  an 
enlightened  people.  This  work,  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  been 
prosecuted  during  the  year  now  closing  with  a  very  good  degree 
of  success.  The  public  interest  in  it  is  constantly  increasing, 
as  is  seen,  not  only  in  the  multiplying  additions  which  are  made 
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to  our  collections,  but  also  in  the  diversified  uses  which  are 
made  of  these  collections  for  historical  and  public  purposes.  The 
annual  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  which  was  pre- 
sented at  our  last  annual  meeting,  made  mention  of  the  very  val- 
uable collection  of  volumes  received  through  the  bequest  of  our 
late  associate,  Mr.  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  We  have  this  year  received 
no  such  accession  as  this  to  our  archives,  but  the  report  of  that 
Committee  will  indicate  that  in  all  other  respects  we  have  not 
fallen  behind  the  year  preceding.  The  bound  volumes  which 
have  been  sent  to  the  Cabinet  are  483  in  number,  the  unbound 
pamphlets  are  2,777,  and  other  articles,  including  manuscripts 
not  classified,  are  252,  making  the  whole  number  of  articles  of 
historical  character  and  interest  added  to  our  collection  during 
the  year,  3,516. 

The  work  of  cataloguing  the  articles  of  all  kinds  contained  in 
the  Cabinet,  which  was  begun  a  few  years  ago,  has  also  been 
carried  forward  by  the  librarian  and  his  assistant,  so  that  now 
comparatively  little  of  this  work  remains  to  be  done,  save  what 
belongs  to  the  preparation  of  shelf-lists  for  reference.  The  uses 
also  which  are  made  of  the  books  of  reference,  the  manuscripts 
and  other  sources  of  information  which  belong  to  the  Society, 
are  constantly  increasing  for  the  purposes  of  historical  and 
genealogical  inquiry,  for  ascertaining  names  and  localities,  and 
also  for  verifying  titles  to  real  estate,  and,  indeed,  for  almost 
every  purpose  which  curiosity  as  to  the  past  can  suggest.  In 
all  these  respects  the  Society  is  every  year  rendering  a  service  to 
the  community  which,  I  hope,  in  an  honorable  degree  justifies 
the  confidence  and  liberality  which  have  been  bestowed  upon  it. 

At  our  quarterly  meetings,  in  addition  to  the  transaction  of 
business,  there  have  been  brought  together  the  results  of  such 
special  studies  as  have  been  prosecuted  by  any  of  our  members. 
These  have  often  related  to  prominent  events  or  characters  in  our 
local  history,  or  to  features  in  the  social,  commercial  or  political 
life  of  the  people  of  the  State,  for  there  is  nothing  pertaining  to 
the  history  of  Rhode  Island,  or  to  any  of  its  interests,  or  to  its 
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representative  men  or  women  that  we  regard  as  inappropriate  to 
these  meetings.  Some  of  these  meetings  also  have  been  marked 
by  unusual  interest  derived  from  the  reports  of  special  commit- 
tees, who  have  had  subjects  in  charge  for  investigation  or  inquiry, 
or  from  the  contributions  of  individual  members  who  have  visited 
historical  spots  or  attended  historical  celebrations  in  other  States. 

In  addition  to  these,  ten  public  meetings  according  to  our 
custom  have  been  held  during  the  winter  months  of  the  year,  at 
which  carefully  prepared  papers  have  been  read,  designed  to 
promote  an  increasing  interest  in  the  pursuits  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  These  public  meetings,  which,  as  is  well  known,  have 
now  been  maintained  for  several  years,  have  been  largely  at- 
tended and  have  been  productive  of  very  gratifying  results. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects  of  the  papers  which  have 
been  presented,  and  also  of  the  names  of  their  authors : 

I.  Town  Governments  in  Rhode  Island  in  the  Seventeenth 
Century,  by  Mr.  William  E.  Foster. 

H.  The  Emperor  Marcus  Aurelius,  by  Professor  John  L. 
Lincoln. 

III.  Christian  Hill,  its  Physical  Conformation,  its  Settle- 
ment and  Growth,  by  Mr.  J.  Erastus  Lester. 

IV.  The  Destruction  of  Ancient  Works   of  Art,  by  Mr. 
William  S.  Liscomb. 

V.  Commodore    Matthew    C.    Perry  and    the   Opening  of 
Japan,  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Elliott  Griffis,  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

VI.  Quaint  Epitaphs  and  Elegiac  Literature  in  New  Eng- 
land, at  a  quarterly  meeting,  by  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons. 

VII.  The  Supreme  Moment  in  the  History  of  North  America, 
by  Mr.  William  A.  Mowry. 

VIH.  The  Voyages  and  Wreck  of  the  First  £>hip  Ann  and 
Hope,  of  Providence,  at  a  quarterly  meeting,  by  Mr.  Moses  B. 
I.  Goddard. 

IX.  Reports  on  the  Formation  of  the  American  Historical 
Association,  at  a  quarterly  meeting,  by  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons 
and  Mr.  William  B.  Weeden,  and  on  Early  New  England  Al- 
manacs, by  Mr.  Amos  Perry. 
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X.  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles  and  his  Diary,  by  Professor  Franklin  B. 
Dexter,  of  Yale  College. 

XI.  The  Career  of  William  Wirt,  by  Professor  William 
Matthews,  of  Boston. 

XII.  The  Reception  in  1 644  of  the  First  Charter  of  Rhode 
Island,  by  the  Hon.  John  H.  Stiness,  Gen.  Horatio  Rogers  and 
the  Rev.  Frederic  Denison. 

XIII.  Numismatics  and  American  Coins,  by  Dr.  Charles  H. 
Fisher  and  Mr.    Charles   Gorton.     A  very  costly  collection  of 
coins  was  also  submitted  for  inspection. 

The  Society  has  by  invitation  been  represented  on  several 
occasions  of  historical  interest  in  other  States.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned  that  of  laying  in  the  harbor  of  New  York 
the  corner-stone  of  the  pedestal  of  the  Statue  of  "Liberty  En- 
lightening the  World,"  to  be  presented  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  by  the  people  of  France.  On  this  occasion,  which 
occurred  on  August  5,  Mr.  Henry  T.  Drowne,  was  requested 
to  express  our  interest  in  an  undertaking  so  magnificent  and  so 
generous  as  is  now  proposed  by  the  ancient  allies  of  the  United 
States  in  the  struggle  for  independence.  On  September  9,  a 
convention  was  held  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. ,  of  representa- 
tives of  Historical  Societies  and  of  other  persons  interested  in 
American  history  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  expediency 
of  forming  an  American  Historical  Association  whose  object 
should  be  to  promote  the  study  of  our  national  history  alike  in 
schools  and  colleges  and  among  the  people  of  the  country.  The 
meeting  was  convened  under  the  auspices  of  the  Social  Science 
Association,  and  was  largely  attended  by  gentlemen  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States,  who  are  eminently  qualified  to 
discuss  the  interesting  questions  which  were  brought  to  their 
attention.  The  deliberations  of  the  convention  resulted  in  the 
formation  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  to  be  com- 
posed of  such  persons  as  may  be  chosen  members  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  to  have  for  its  object  not  the  collection  of  his- 
torical materials,  but  the  awakening  among  the  American  people 
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of  a  wider  and  more  intelligent  interest  in  their  own  history. 
Of  this  new  association  the  Hon.  Andrew  D.  White,  of  Cornell 
University,  was  made  the  President,  and  we  cannot  doubt  that 
he  will  infuse  into  it  the  well-directed  energy  and  zeal  which 
characterize  all  his  efforts  as  a  scholar  and  an  educator.  Our 
Society  was  most  worthily  represented  in  this  convention  by  its 
Vice-President,  Dr.  Parsons,  and  by  Mr.  Wm.  B.  Weeden,  both 
of  whom. took  an  active  and  creditable  part  in  the  proceedings. 

Another  occasion  of  even  greater  immediate  interest,  because 
of  its  connection  with  Rhode  Island  History,  was  the  unveiling 
of  the  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  Huguenot  set- 
tlers in  the  town  of  Oxford,  Mass.  It  took  place  on  the  second 
day  of  October,  and  was  attended  by  several  of  our  members, 
two  of  whom  bore  a  part  in  the  exercises.  The  leader  of  these 
settlers  was  Gabriel  Bernon,  who,  in  1686,  having  left  France 
on  account  of  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  secured 
from  a  company  of  proprietors  in  London  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  town  of  Oxford,  Mass.,  to  which  he  engaged  to  conduct 
thirty  families  of  his  persecuted  countrymen.  Early  in  the  fol- 
io wing  year  he  arrived  with  them  in  Boston,  and  speedily  settled 
them  in  their  frontier  home.  He  soon  was  obliged  to  build  a 
fort  for  their  protection  from  the  Indians  who  constantly  threat- 
ened the  infant  settlement.  In  a  short  time  the  depredations  and 
murders  to  which  they  were  constantly  exposed,  had  greatly  re- 
duced their  numbers,  and  in  1694,  after  eight  years  of  peril  and 
suffering,  they  abandoned  their  settlement  and  found  homes  in 
other  parts  of  New  England  and  in  New  York.  Many  of  them 
came  to  Rhode  Island,  where  a  Huguenot  settlement  had  for 
some  time  existed  in  the  Narragansett  country.  Among  these 
was  their  distinguished  leader  Gabriel  Bernon,  who,  having  re- 
sided in  Boston  while  the  colony  existed,  spent  at  Newport,  at 
Narragansett  and  at  Providence  the  remaining  years  of  his  long 
and  honorable  life. 

The  memory  of  these  original  Huguenots  and  the  story  of 
their  cruel  desolation  have  long  lent  a  romantic  interest  to  the 
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town  of  Oxford,  and  especially  to  the  ruins  of  its  ancient  fort — 
a  perpetual  memento  of  the  foreign  strangers  who  had  built  it. 
A  Huguenot  Memorial  Society  had  for  some  time  existed  in  the 
town,  and  in  1881  it  invited  our  late  President,  Mr.  Allen,  to 
make  an  address  at  its  annual  meeting.  The  address  was  full 
of  the  enthusiasm  with  which  its  author  was  accustomed  to  speak 
of  the  Huguenots  who  came  to  New  England,  and  especially  of 
his  ancestor,  Gabriel  Bernon.  The  result  was  that  the  Society 
was  roused  to  new  and  broader  enterprises.  It  became  a  char- 
tered corporation,  it  secured  possession  of  the  ancient  fort  and 
ot  eight  acres  of  surrounding  land,  and  through  the  contributions 
of  descendants  of  Gabriel  Bernon  and  of  Andrew  Sigourney,  a 
chaste  and  appropriate  granite  monument  has  been  erected  to 
the  memory  of  the  Huguenots  who  first  settled  in  Oxford.  This 
most  creditable  result  is  very  largely  to  be  ascribed  to  the  energy 
and  perseverance  of  Mr.  Allen,  who  was  not  only  the  first 
mover  in  the  enterprise,  but,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  the  most 
active  and  liberal  promoter  of  its  completion.* 

Such  were  the  origin  and  character  of  the  occasion  to  which  I 
have  made  reference.  The  exercises  consisted  of  an  address  by 
Peter  Butler,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  now  the  President  of  the  Hugue- 
not Memorial  Society ;  the  reading  of  a  report  by  Mr.  William 
D.  Ely,  on  the  original  plan  and  construction  of  the  fort  as 
ascertained  by  recent  and  thorougji  explorations  ;  addresses  by 
several  gentlemen,  among  whom  was  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons, 
whose  grandfather,  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  wrote  the  History 
of  the  French  Protestant  settlers  at  Oxford,  or,  as  they  have 
been  styled  by  his  son,  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  "  that  sec- 
ond colony  of  Pilgrim  Fathers."  The  Society  was  also  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Amos  Perry,  the  Secretary,  and  by  Mr.  Isaac 
Southwick. 

At  one  of  our  recent  public  meetings,  papers  were  read,  as 
has  been  mentioned,  on  "The  Arrival  at  Providence  of  Roger 
Williams,  with  the  First  Charter  of  1644."  The  subject  of 

*See  note  at  end  of  the  Address. 
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these  interesting  papers  was  suggested  by  the  pictorial  represen- 
tation which  has  lately  been  placed  by  the  State  authorities  on 
the  walls  of  the  Court  House  in  Providence,  of  the  public  re- 
ception which  was  accorded  to  the  founder  of  the  State  on  that 
memorable  day  in  its  early  history.  He  had  gone  to  England 
in  the  Summer  of  1643,  at  the  request  of  the  several  settlements 
then  established  on  the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay,  to  secure 
from  the  government  some  instrument  of  formal  recognition  of 
their  right  to  exist  as  a  separate  colony.  Having  been  refused 
by  the  Massachusetts  authorities  the  privilege  of  embarking  at 
Boston,  he  was  compelled  to  take  passage  at  the  Dutch  port  of 
New  York,  and  after  accomplishing  the  work  assigned  to  him, 
amidst  difficulties  and  delays  which  no  one  but  himself  could 
have  overcome,  he  had  returned  by  the  way  of  Boston  under 
the  protection  of  .a  letter  addressed  to  the  Governor  by  certain 
influential  members  of  Parliament.  He  travelled  to  Providence 
across  the  territory  through  which  he  had  wandered  eight  years 
before,  after  his  banishment  from  Salem,  "in  a  bitter  winter 
season,  not  knowing  what  bread  or  bed  did  mean."  On  coming 
to  the  banks  of  the  Seekonk  river,  he  was  met  by  the  people  of 
Providence,  who,  "in  fourteen  canoes,"  had  come  forth  to  greet 
him  and  bring  him  home  in  triumph  and  in  joy.  We  can  readily 
imagine  the  appearance  of  this  unique  triumphal  procession  thus 
marshalled  in  honor  of  a  great  public  benefactor,  as,  on  that 
September  day  the  boats,  rowed  by  citizens  of  Providence,  made 
their  way  over  the  waters  of  the  Seekonk,  around  the  tall  head- 
lands which  then  jutted  out  towards  the  bay,  and  up  the  harbor 
from  Fox  Point  to  the  landing  nearest  to  Mr.  Williams'  house. 
We  may  well  believe  it  to  have  been  the  first,  perhaps  the  only, 
holiday  occasion  that  had  ever  come  to  relieve  the  melancholy 
monotony  of  ancient  Providence.  It  certainly  was  the  only 
public  demonstration  of  which  any  intimation  has  come  to  us, 
of  anything  like  popular  appreciation  of  the  transcendent  ser- 
vices which  Mr.  Williams  had  even  then  performed  for  the  town. 
Instead  of  honor  he  had  experienced  little  else  than  annoyance, 
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and  instead  of  gratitude  for  what  he  had  done,  he  had  too  often 
been  loaded  with  reproaches  and  complaints.  But  on  this  day 
all  his  sorrowful  experience  was  forgotten.  He  had  come  back 
to  his  home  greatly  encouraged  by  the  respect,  the  sympathy 
and  the  kind  offices  he  had  received  in  England  from  some  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  time ;  he  had  landed  in  Massachusetts 
in  spite  of  her  sentence  of  banishment ;  he  was  bearing  with 
him  a  colonial  charter  for  the  settlements  in  Narragansett  Bay, 
each  one  of  which  he  had  helped  to  plant. 

Such  is  the  scene  which  has  been  chosen  as  the  subject  of  this 
interesting  historical  picture,  which  has  lately  been  placed  on 
the  walls  of  one  of  the  foremost  public  buildings  of  the  State. 
Certainly  no  subject  could  have  been  chosen  with  greater  appro- 
priateness. Let  us  hope  that  it  will  be  but  the  beginning  of  a 
long  series  of  representations  of  similar  conspicuous  events  and 
memorable  transactions.  The  papers  which  were  suggested 
by  this  subject,  possessed  unusual  interest,  and  have  served  to 
call  attention  not  only  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  arrival 
of  the  charter  of  1644,  but  also  to  the  character  and  provisions 
of  that  charter,  and  still  further  to  the  very  limited  advantages 
which  it  brought  to  the  colony  during  the  nineteen  years  that 
preceded  the  granting  of  ,the  far  more  effective  charter  of  Charles 
II.,  in  1663. 

Of  the  papers  read  before  the  Society  during  the  year,  that 
of  Mr.  Weeden,  on  Indian  Money  in  New  England,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Foster  on  the  Development  of  Town  Government  in  Rhode 
Island,  have  been  published  in  the  Historical  Series  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University ;  that  of  Mr.  Liscomb  on  the  Destruction 
of  Works  of  Ancient  Art,  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly  Magazine, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Goddard  on  the  Voyages  and  the  Wreck  of  the 
Ship  Ann  and  Hope  of  Providence,  in  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Magazine. 

In  addition  to  these  I  may  mention  the  following  published 
contributions  which  have  been  made  to  our  local  history,  viz.  : — 

I.     The  Early  Defences  of   Narragansett  Bay,  by  Major- 
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General  George  W.  Cullum,  of  the  U.  S.  Engineers,  a  resident 
of  Newport  in  the  Summer,  and  a  corresponding  member  of  this 
Society.  This  sketch  is  the  fullest  which  has  ever  been  made 
of  the  origin  and  history  of  nearly  every  one  of  those  early 
works  of  military  engineering,  whose  ruins  have  attracted  so 
much  attention,  and  also  of  those  which,  at  a  later  period,  have 
been  rebuilt  and  used  by  the  government.  It  is  the  fruit  of 
careful  research  and  possesses  much  historical  value. 

II.  Stephen  Hopkins,  a  Rhode  Island  Statesman.  A  Study 
of  the  Political  History  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  By  William 
E.  Foster.  The  work  forms  numbers  eighteen  and  nineteen  in 
Mr.  Rider's  Historical  Tracts.  It  grew  out  of  papers  which 
were  originally  read  to  this  Society  by  the  author.  The  volumes, 
however,  as  they  are  now  published,  contain  not  simply  the  life 
of  Governor  Hopkins,  but  an  outline  of  the  history  of  the  State 
during  the  eventful  period  which  they  embrace.  They  are  pre- 
pared with  great  thoroughness  and  care  and  contain  the  results 
of  researches  which  had  not  been  made  before. 

HI.  Reminiscences  of  Newport.  By  George  Champlin  Ma- 
son. Illustrated.  Published  by  Charles  E.  Hammett.  1884. 

This  attractive  volume  of  more  than  four  hundred  pages  is 
filled  with  sketches  of  Newport  in  its  most  interesting  days, 
and  abounds  in  reminiscences  and  traditions  of  the  earlier  gen- 
erations of  its  people  with  their  occupations  and  modes  of  life, 
and  of  the  features,  both  of  land  and  sea,  which  impart  an  un- 
failing charm  to  that  ancient  capital  and  formerly  chief  city  of 
the  State.  It  is  also  illustrated  by  photographic  sketches  of 
scenery  and  wood-cuts  of  many  of  the  ancient  buildings,  one 
of  them,  the  house  of  Gov.  Henry  Bull,  bearing  the  date  of 
1639,  and  perhaps  the  oldest  house  now  remaining  in  Rhode 
Island.  The  volume  is  not  only  a  charming  reproduction  of 
the  social  life  of  the  town  in  the  days  of  its  commercial  import- 
ance, but  it  is  also  the  most  interesting  contribution  thus  far 
made  to  its  still  unwritten  history. 

IV.     In  addition  to  these,  though  not  relating  to  our  own 
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history,  I  take  pleasure  in  naming  the  Military  Journal  and  Or- 
derly Books  of  Lieutenant  James  M.  Hadden,  an  officer  in 
General  Burgoyne's  army  in  1776  and  1777.  It  has  been  edited 
with  singular  thoroughness  by  our  esteemed  associate  General 
Horatio  Rogers,  and  forms  the  twelfth  volume  in  Munsell's  His- 
torical Series.  The  volume  with  its  copious  index  contains  five 
hundred  and  eighty-one  pages.  Of  these,  including  the  Ex- 
planatory Chapter  and  the  abundant  notes,  scarcely  less  than 
one-half  are  the  work  of  the  editor.  Every  important  event 
and  nearly  every  name,  not  already  familiar,  mentioned  in  the 
journal,  are  explained  by  his  thorough  and  varied  research. 
Seldom  has  the  journal  of  an  officer  so  subordinate  in  rank 
been  invested  with  so  much  historical  interest  and  importance 
by  the  labors  of  its  editor.  His  design  has  been  to  furnish  an 
illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  British  officers  regarded 
their  side  of  the  question  in  the  war  of  American  Independence. 
As  an  exemplification  of  the  increasing  interest  in  what  per- 
tains to  American  history,  I  have  mentioned  on  a  former  occasion 
the  Prospectus  of  Messrs.  J.  R.  Osgood  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  for 
"The  Critical  and  Narrative  History  of  America,"  in  a  series  of 
eight  quarto  volumes  of  the  style  and  character  of  the  Memo- 
rial History  of  Boston.  The  undertaking  is  under  the  editorial 
direction  of  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  Librarian  of  Harvard  College, 
who  is  also  one  of  the  writers.  Two  volumes  are  already  in 
print  and  a  third  is  in  progress  of  printing.  Each  volume  is  to 
contain  a  special  part  of  the  general  subject,  and  is  to  be  com- 
plete in  itself.  The  whole  work,  when  finished,  will  present  all 
that  the  earliest  discoverers  and  voyagers  reported  of  the  New 
World,  the  manner  in  which  every  portion  of  both  North  and 
South  America  was  colonized  and  settled,  and  the  most  impor- 
tant changes  through  which  each  portion  has  passed  since  its 
settlement  by  Europeans,  the  fullest  account  to  be  given  of  the 
settlements  of  the  English  race.  A  literary  enterprise  so  com- 
prehensive and  so  difficult  of  execution,  as  this,  which  has  en- 
listed the  services  of  a  large  number  of  accomplished  American 
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writers,  certainly  affords  proof  that  its .  publishers  have  an  un- 
faltering faith  in  the  increasing  desire  of  the  American  people 
to  be  instructed  in  the  history  of  the  American  continent  as 
well  as  of  their  own  country. 

Very  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  style  and  char- 
acter of  works  on  American  history.  They  were  until  very  re- 
cently largely  prepared  by  professional  book-makers,  some  of 
whom  were  inaccurate  in  their  statements  of  facts,  while  others 
however  accurate,  showed  themselves  to  be  sadly  wanting  in  the 
literary  training,  the  careful  analysis  and  the  true  historical 
judgment  without  which  no  valuable  historical  work  can  be 
produced.  The  subject  has  only  just  begun  to  engage  the  at- 
tention of  the  best  writers  of  the  country.  Mr.  Prescott  and 
Mr.  Motley  found  no  theme  for  their  genius  connected  with  the 
history  of  their  own  country ;  and  indeed,  in  their  day,  works 
of  American  History  even  from  them,  would  have  attracted  only 
a  limited  attention  on  the  part  of  American  readers.  The 
American  mind  was  not  then  emancipated — even  now  it  is  not 
wholly  emancipated — from  old-world  subjects  and  interests. 
The  amazing  development  of  national  spirit  and  the  growth  of 
the  sentiment  of  independence  which  have  taken  place  within  the 
past  twenty-five  years,  and  the  magnificent  destiny  which  seems 
to  lie  within  our  reach  as  a  people  have  given  to  every  part  of  our 
history  a  dignity  and  an  importance  not  before  attached  to  it, 
even  by  ourselves.  It  is  largely  because  of  this  increased  pop- 
ular appreciation,  that  its  subjects  are  coming  more  and  more 
to  be  treated  by  writers  of  the  highest  qualifications. 

No  writer  is  so  fully  identified  with  the  change  that  is  now 
going  on  in  the  popular  taste  in  this  respect  as  Mr.  Francis 
Parkman.  More  than  any  other  writer,  he  is  its  inspirer  and 
leader.  The  subject  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  life  with  such 
brilliant  success,  he  styles  "France  and  England  in  America.' 
It  is  a  subject  which  embraces  one  of  the  most  eventful  and 
dramatic  passages  in  modern  history.  At  the  close  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  every  indication  seemed  to  point  to  the  con- 
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elusion  that  Spain  and  France  would  be  the  future  occupants 
and  masters  of  North  America.  The  settlers  at  Jamestown  had 
not  then  crossed  the  Atlantic.  The  Pilgrim  Fathers  were  still 
in  their  English  home.  Long  before  there  was  any  New  Eng- 
land in  America,  a  Newr  France  had  sprung  into  being  and  had 
extended  itself  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the 
sources  of  the  Mississippi,  and  was  descending  that  then  myste- 
rious river  as  Spain  gradually  retired  from  its  occupancy.  The 
French  colonies  combined  what  were  then  believed  to  be  the 
strongest  elements  of  colonial  power.  They  were  inspired  by 
religious  zeal  and  they  won  to  a  remarkable  degree  the  good- 
will of  the  native  races  ;  they  were  supported  by  great  mer- 
chants, they  were  governed  by  representatives  of  ancient  feudal 
families,  and  they  were  encouraged  by  a  powerful  monarch  who 
looked  with  special  pride  upon  his  dominions  in  the  New  World. 

To  this  New  France  the  planting  of  English  colonies  in 
America  immediately  became  a  menace  and  a  humiliation.  The 
continent  was  not  broad  enough  to  contain  them  both.  A  strug- 
gle for  occupation  and  ascendancy  immediately  began,  and  it 
did  not  end  till,  on  the  surrender  of  Quebec,  the  colonies  of 
France  became  a  part  of  the  empire  of  England. 

Mr.  Parkman  spent  many  years  of  his  youth  in  exploring  the 
regions  in  which  this  struggle  was  carried  on,  and  many  more  in 
searching  among  public  records  and  private  collections,  both  in 
England  and  France,  for  materials  for  his  work.  It  is  now,  I 
think,  nearly  twenty  years  since  he  published  his  earliest  vol- 
umes, and  the  latest  two,  the  sixth  and  the  seventh,  appeared 
only  a  few  weeks  ago,  bearing  the  special  title  of  "Montcalm 
and  Wolfe,"  the  great  military  chieftains  of  the  closing  cam- 
paigns of  the  strife.  These  volumes  from  the  beginning  have 
been  marked  by  singular  carefulness  in  their  preparation  and  by 
rare  fascination  in  their  style.  It  may  safely  be  said  that  no 
writer  has  done  so  much  to  set  before  the  American  people  the 
long  preparation  that  was  required  for  the  magnificent  inherit- 
ance which  they  have  received.  He  presents  with  dramatic  power 
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and  effect  the  successive  phases  of  the  ever- varying  struggle,  in 
which  the  savage  races  were  also  largely  enlisted  on  either  side, 
and  which  secured  North  America,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
the  Arctic  sea,  for  the  English  race  and  the  Protestant  religion. 
He  has  thus  shown  in  what  sense  it  is  that  our  republic  has  be- 
come "the  heir  of  all  the  ages." 

No  one  can  hereafter  doubt  that  American  historical  subjects 
are  capable  of  being  invested  with  the  highest  dignity  and  the 
most  fascinating  interest.  The  time  cannot  be  distant  when  we 
shall  have  here  a  distinctive  school  of  historical  writers,  who  in 
methods  of  their  own,  will  trace  to  all  their  diversified  sources, 
the  elements  of  our  peculiar  American  civilization,  and  show 
how  these  elements  have  been  wrought  together  into  the  national 
institutions  and  the  national  life. 

During  the  year  which  now  closes,  seven  of  our  resident 
members  have  been  removed  by  death.  They  are,  Albert  G. 
Angell,  Amos  D.  Lockwood,  George  Whitman  Danielson, 
Alexander  Farnum,  Edwin  Channing  Larned,  Henry  Bowen 
Anthony,  Isaac  M.  Bull.  Brief  notices  of  these  deceased  mem- 
bers will  be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  present  meet- 
ing. Of  our  corresponding  members  we  have  also  to  record 
the  deaths  of  the  Hon.  Isaac  N.  Arnold,  of  Chicago,  and  of 
General  A.  A.  Humphreys,  of  the  United  States  Engineers. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting  the  committee  which  had  been 
appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Cabinet 
building  submitted  their  final  report  and  recommended  a  mode 
of  enlargement,  which  was  approved  by  the  Society  without 
dissent.  The  committee  was  also  requested  to  take  measures 
for  securing  the  money  required  in  order  to  carry  the  plan  into 
effect.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  was  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  the  whole  of  which  must  be  obtained  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  members  and  friends  of  the  Society.  That  nothing  has 
thus  far  been  accomplished  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  any  neglect 
or  any  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  for  the  Society 
has  no  better  members  or  more  faithful  supporters.  To  ensure, 
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however,  the  success  of  an  enterprise  of  so  considerable  magni- 
tude, it  was  deemed  indispensable  that  it  be  begun  with  one  or 
more  large  subscriptions,  and  for  obtaining  such  subscriptions 
the  continued  financial  depression  of  the  year  has  proved  to  be 
exceedingly  unfavorable.  The  plan  is  not  abandoned  or  laid 
aside,  but  only  delayed  in  its  execution.  The  enlargement  pro- 
posed would,  if  carried  into  effect,  meet  all  the  wants  of  the  So- 
ciety for  along  period  of  the  future,  and  I  trust  that  no  exertion 
on  our  part  will  be  spared  to  secure  its  ultimate  accomplishment. 
But  even  if  this  plan  should  prove  too  expensive  for  the  resources 
on  which  we  are  obliged  to  depend,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of 
the  conspicuous  fact  that  some  enlargement  of  our  Cabinet 
building  has  become  an  indispensable  necessity.  Our  available 
space  for  the  reception  and  arrangement  of  books,  manuscripts 
and  other  materials  for  historical  illustration  and  enquiry  is  al- 
ready substantially  occupied.  I  have  been  frequently  informed 
by  members  and  friends  of  the  Society  in  different  parts  of  the 
State  that  they  have  portraits,  specimens  of  early  handiwork  and 
other  objects  of  historical  interest  which  they  wish  to  send  to  us 
so  soon  as  we  have  room  to  receive  them.  The  essential  work  for 
which  we  exist  as  a  Society  demands  that  we  have  space  enough 
to  carry  it  on  and  to  make  it  useful  to  the  public.  There  ought 
certainly  to  be  at  least  one  place  in  Rhode  Island  in  which  ar- 
ticles of  every  kind  relating  to  the  life  of  the  State  and  its  peo- 
ple may  be  safely  deposited  and  faithfully  preserved  for  other 
times.  It  is  a  demand  which  civilization  makes  of  its  children 
wherever  civilization  exists.  There  is  now  substantially  the 
same  reason  for  the  enlargement  of  our  building  as  there  was 
originally  for  its  erection,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  whenever 
prosperity  shall  again  smile  upon  our  people,  the  work  will  be 
undertaken  and  accomplished. 
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The  following  Note  relating  both  to  the  Fort  and  to  the  Monument  has  been 
kindly  furnished  by  William  D.  Ely,  Esq. 


The  fort  was  a  parallelogram  of  about  five  by  seven  rods  in  extent — a  regular 
work  of  two  bastions,  with  a  flank  fire  on  every  face.  It  was  a  substantial  struc- 
ture its  walls  above  ground  three  feet  thick  and  about  four  feet  high, — 
surmounted  doubtless  with  logs  looped-holed  at  proper  intervals:  the  whole 
scientifically  planned  as  well  as  strongly  built,  and  surrounded  by  a  dry  ditch 
about  twelve  feet  wide. 

The  Southwest  bastion,  more  boldly  developed  than  the  other,  also  enfiladed  an 
outer  breast-work  and  ditch  extending  six  rods  westerly  from  it.  This  breast- 
work evidently  formed  the  face  of  a  large  stockade  adjoining  the  fort  and 
palisaded  on  the  other  sides,  but  having  here  a  wall  and  ditch  like  that  of  the  main 
work.  The  whole  protected  the  main  approach  to  the  Fort  on  the  West  side,  as 
well  as  the  cattle  and  chattels  too  bulky  to  be  brought  within  the  fort  itself.  It  is 
matter  of  regret  that  the  ditch  around  the  work  has  suffered  from  the  overturning 
and  levelling  plough  as  much  as  the  walls  from  the  abstraction  of  their  stones. 
A  sally-port,  in  the  South  face  of  the  work,  opened  out  under  cover  of  the  ditch, 
just  East  of  the  main  bastion,  while  a  drive-way,  wide  enough  for  carts,  was  made 
through  the  wall  of  the  West  face — these  openings  having  revetment  walls,  and 
being  protected  no  doubt  by  stockade  gates. 

These  revetment  walls  in  their  position,  dimensions  and  limited  extent  are 
conclusive  of  the  fact  that  the  walls  of  the  fort  were  built  of  stone,  and  not 
of  logs.  The  drive-way  appears  to  have  extended  down  the  hill,  through  the 
beautiful  "Huguenot  Valley,"  to  the  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Maanexit;  and 
traces  of  a  cart-path  are  still  visible  along  an  upper  portion  of  the  hill  less  culti- 
vated than  the  richer  land  immediately  around  the  fort. 

A  little  North  from  the  drive -way,  by  the  main  wall  on  the  West  side,  are  several 
broad  stones,  said  to  have  been  step-stones  for  a  passway  over  the  wall  for  those 
who  went  on  foot  to  and  from  the  cottages  in  the  valley  below.  Among  other  relics 
found  there  is  a  block  of  stone,  with  a  deep  socket,  doubtless  forming  a  'step'  for 
the  flag-staff  from  which  floated  to  the  breeze  the  lilies  of  France,  or  the  cross  of 
St. 'George. 
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The  Monument  is  of  beautiful  Westerly  Statuary  Granite  and  thirteen  feet  in 
height. 

Its  base  is  four  feet  square  and  eighteen  inches  deep,  on  which  rests  a  second 
base  surmounted  by  a  heavy  cubical  die  two  feet  eight  inches  square,  which 
supports  a  simple  cross,  twelve  inches  square  in  section  and  eight  feet  high. 

The  inscriptions  on  the  die  are  as  follows,  viz. : 


[South  Side.] 

In  Memory  of 

the 

Huguenots, 

Exiles  for  their  faith, 

Who  made  the  first  settlement 

of 

Oxford, 
1687. 

"  We  live  not  for  ourselves  only, 
but  for  posterity." 


[East  Side.] 

A  la  memoire 

de 

Gabriel  Bernon 

Fondateur  de  la  Colonie  d'Oxford 

ne  a  La  Rochelle,  France,  1644 

mort  a  Providence,  R.  I.,  1736. 

a  1'age  de  92. 


[North  Side.] 

Erected  by 
descendants  of 
Gabriel  Bernon, 

and  of 

Andre  Sigournay 
1884 

V 

A  la  foi  et  a  1'honneur. 


[West  Side.] 

A  la  memoire 

de 

Andre  Sigournay 

Commandant  du  fort, 

ne  a  La  Rochelle,  France,  1638 

mort  a  Boston,  Mass.  1 727 

a  Page  de  89. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
LIBRARY. 


The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  present  their 
annual  report : 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  general  management  of  the 
Library.  The  Hon.  Amos  Perry  has  been  continued  in  the 
office  of  Librarian.  The  Library  has  been  open  to  visitors,  as 
heretofore,  usually  for  five  and  a  half  hours  in  the  day.  It  has 
been  closed  on  Saturday  afternoons,  and  for  a  fortnight's  vaca- 
tion in  August. 

The  use  of  the  Library  for  consultation,  for  historical,  gene- 
alogical, statistical  and  legal  inquiries,  has  increased.  A 
Record  of  Visitors  has  been  kept,  but  a  great  many  persons, 
beside  members  of  the  Society,  come  to  our  rooms  without 
leaving  their  names.  One  essential  condition,  without  which 
our  library  cannot  be  used  for  consultation,  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, is  quiet,  a  reasonable  degree  of  freedom  from  interruption. 
This  is  the  more  important  because  we  have  no  retiring  rooms 
or  even  alcoves  for  students.  The  common  law  of  libraries 
forbids  conversation  sufficiently  loud  to  interrupt  readers  or  to 
distract  their  attention.  This  rule  applies  equally  to  visitors, 
members  and  officers  of  the  Society. 

Closely  connected  with  the  use  of  our  library,  either  for  con- 
sultation here  or  for  circulation,  is  the  progress  of  the  card- 
catalogues.  Without  these,  the  collection  of  books  would  be 
little  more  than  the  accumulation  of  useless  lumber,  its  inutility 
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increasing  with  its  magnitude.  The  catalogues  are  kept  in  two 
series  of  cards,  one  for  bound  books,  and  one  for  pamphlets. 
Each  card  gives  the  shelf  and  number  of  the  book  or  pamphlet 
whose  name  it  bears.  This  presupposes  a  permanent  arrange- 
ment of  the  books.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  classify  the 
books,  and  arrange  them  by  departments  and  subjects.  But 
the  crowded  state  of  the  library,  and  in  particular  the  want  of 
separate  rooms  or  alcoves,  make  this  methodical  arrangement 
very  difficult.  All  that  can  be  done  under  the  circumstances  is 
to  place  by  themselves,  so  far  as  possible,  all  books  pertaining 
to  Rhode  Island  history,  to  keep  sets  of  serial  publications  to- 
gether, and  then  to  arrange  bound  volumes  mainly  according  to  size 
and  binding,  with  a  reasonable  regard  to  symmetry  and  appear- 
ance. The  card-catalogue  is  the  guide  and  key  to  these  treas- 
ures. We  take  pleasure  in  assuring  the  Society,  that  our 
librarian  has  shown  great  industry  and  accomplished  marked 
results  in  this  work  of  combined  arrangement  and  cataloguing, 
— a  labor  made -the  more  difficult  in  the  past  year  by  the  large 
accession  from  the  Cooke  bequest.  It  is  a  work  that  is  never 
finished  in  a  growing  library. 

This  task  is  especially  arduous  in  the  case  of  pamphlets,  and 
volumes  of  pamphlets  bound  together k  Each  tract  should  be 
separately  entered, — often  under  three  or  more  heads,  as  for 
example  the  author's  name,  the  subject  (which  frequently  re- 
quires to  be  stated  in  more  than  one  way) ,  the  series  to  which 
it  belongs,  &c.  Each  volume  of  pamphlets  bound  together 
should  be  indexed  on  its  cover  or  fly-leaf.  All  this  work  has 
been  carried  steadily  on ;  it  is  laborious  and  does  not  make 
much  show ;  but,  as  a  result,  our  books,  pamphlets  and  manu- 
scripts are  far  more  accessible  to  the  student  than  at  any  former 
anniversary. 

The  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  appropriated  by  the  General 
Assembly  for  the  care  and  custody  of  documents,  has  been  duly 
drawn  in  quarterly  payments,  and  applied  to  the  compensation 
of  our  librarian. 
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The  payments  of  the  Committee,  under  the  Society's  standing 
appropriation  of  one  hundred  dollars  a  year,  have  been  as 
follows ; 

For  books  and  pamphlets,  $9  60 

"    binding,  63  95 

"    library  bureau,  9  50 

*'    repairing  picture-frames,  10  00 

**    repairing  canvas,  5  00 


Total,  $98  05 

At  our  last  annual  meeting,  the  number  of  additions  to  the 
library  and  cabinet,  reported  for  the  preceding  year,  exclusive 
of  the  Cooke  bequest,  was  3,506.  We  now  have  to  report,  for 
the  year  ending  today,  a  total  of  3,516.  Of  these,  483  are 
bound  volumes,  2,777  are  pamphlets,  and  256  miscellaneous. 
The  Record  of  Accessions  for  the  past  year  fills  eighty-one 
folio  pages. 

Among  the  accessions  for  the  past  year,  those  connected  di- 
rectly with  Rhode-Island  history,  either  by  subject  or  authorship, 
may  properly  be  noticed  first.  The  most  important  addition  to 
historical  literature,  contributed  by  any  of  our  resident  members 
during  the  year,  is  Hadden's  Journal  and  Orderly  Books  ;  con- 
taining a  Journal  kept  in  Canada  and  upon  Burgoyne's  cam- 
paign in  1776  and  1777,  by  Lieutenant  James  M.  Hadden,  &c.  ; 
edited  by  Gen.  Horatio  Rogers.  This  elegant  volume,  printed 
at  Albany,  is  introduced  by  an  "Explanatory  Chapter  ;"  and  its 
Appendix  contains  memoirs  of  Burgoyne,  Sir  William  Howe, 
and  other  commanders  on  both  sides  in  the  momentous  cam- 
paign. It  embodies  the  fruit  of  much  original  research,  the 
industry  of  the  historical  student  borrowing  light  from  the  ed- 
itor's experience  and  technical  knowledge  as  General  and 
counsellor. 

"Reminiscences  of  Newport,"  by  George  C.  Mason,  is  a 
republication  of  those  valuable  articles,  signed  Aquidneck  or 
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Champlin,  which  have  instructed  and  delighted  the  readers  of 
the  Providence  Journal  and  the  New-York  Evening  Post. 
They  are  here  illustrated  by  many  engravings  and  photographs. 

The  History  of  Banks  and  Banking,  by  the  Hon.  Sidney  Dean, 
is  a  substantial  and  elegant  book,  in  large  paper,  prepared 
with  great  industry  and  freely  illustrated  with  representations 
of  persons  and  buildings.  These  volumes  were  all  published  in 
the  year  1884,  were  prepared  by  resident  members  of  this  Soci- 
ety, and  by  them  given  to  our  library.  To  these  may  be  added, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Foster's  tract  on  "Stephen  Hopkins,  a  Rhode-Island 
statesman  ;"  forming  Nos.  19  and  20  of  Mr.  Rider's  series ; 
Chief  Justice  Durfee's  "Thoughts  on  the  Constitution  of  Rhode 
Island ;"  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Weeden's  "Indian  Money  as  a  factor 
in  New  England  Civilization,"  being  Nos.  8  and  9  in  the  second 
series  of  Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  Historical  and 
.Political  Science. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  "The  Adventures  of  Christo- 
pher Hawkins,"  &c.,  with  Introduction  and  Notes  by  Charles  I. 
Bushnell,  privately  printed,  New  York  :  1864.  Hawkins  was 
born  in  North  Providence  in  1764,  was  indented  in  Providence, 
but  ran  away  to  join  a  privateer,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  con- 
fined on  the  Jersey  prison-ship  from  which  he  escaped.  He 
afterwards  married  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Whipple  of  Smith- 
field,  and  died  in  New  York  State  in  1837.  The  Notes  contain 
much  information  in  regard  to  persons  and  families  in  Rhode 
Island. 

Of  other  published  volumes  connected  with  Rhode  Island,  we 
may  name,  the  Memoir  of  Andrew  Sherburne  (Providence : 
1831),  which  had  long  been  on  our  list  of  desiderata  ;  Memoirs 
of  Bishop  Henshaw  by  Norton  ;  of  Oliver  Shaw  ;  of  Amarancy 
Paine  Sarle,  (under  the  well-deserved  name  of  Saint  Indefa- 
tigable;) of  Israel  R.  Potter  (Providence:  1824)  ;  "A  Voyage 
to  the  North  Pacific,  and  a  Journey  through  Siberia,  half  a 
century  ago,  by  Captain  John  DeWolf"  (of  Bristol,)  Cam- 
bridge:  1861.  Yamoyden,  a  poem  founded  on  the  story  of 
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Philip's  war,  and  written  at  Bristol ;  by  James  W.  Eastburn, 
1820.  The  fourth  edition  of  Bartlett's  Dictionary  of  Ameri- 
canisms, 1877.  The  Writings  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Osgood 
(given  by  his  widow),  and  of  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Balch;  both  for- 
merly settled  clergymen  in  Providence. 

Mr.  William  Dehon  King  has  presented  copies  of  the  publi- 
cations and  various  memorials  of  his  father,  the  late  Dr.  David 
King  of  Newport,  separately  and  elegantly  bound. 

We  already  had  a  copy  of  the  first  volume  of  the  original 
edition  of  Berkeley's  "Alciphron,  or  Minute  Philosopher," 
London  :  1732.  It  contains  five  of  the  seven  dialogues.  We 
have  now  received  a  complete  copy  of  this  work  containing  all 
the  seven,  published  at  London,  1752.  Berkeley's  stay  in  Rhode 
Island  will  never  cease  to  be  regarded  as  a  most  interesting  in- 
cident in  her  intellectual  history  ;  and  this  work,  published  just 
after  his  return  to  England,  embodies  the  results  of  his  medita- 
tions among  the  beaches  and  overhanging  rocks  of  Newport. 

It  is  a  long  step  from  Bishop  Berkeley  to  Mrs.  Catharine  R. 
Williams  ;  but  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  in  the  same 
connection  that  our  set  of  Mrs.  Williams's  "Tales,  National  and 
Revolutionary"  has  been  completed  by  a  gift  of  the  first  volume, 
which  had  been  one  of  our  desiderata.  We  have  also  obtained 
her  book  entitled,  Fall  River,  &c.  We  believe  that  we  have 
now  all  the  acknowledged  publications  of  this  industrious 
author. 

We  have  procured  a  copy  of  George  Keith's  "Journal  of 
Travels  from  New  Hampshire  to  Caratuck,"  London :  1706. 
Keith  was  an  English  Quaker,  who  was  converted  to  Episcopacy 
and  spent  two  years  (June  1702  to  June  1704)  in  the  colonies 
as  Missionary  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts.  He  arrived  at  Boston  in  company  with  Gov. 
Dudley.  In  his  travels  he  contended  valiantly  with  the  "Inde- 
pendent preachers  at  Boston,"  and  also  with  his  former  associ- 
ates the  Quakers.  Several  pages  treat  of  his  stay  in  Newport, 
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Portsmouth  and  the  Narragansett  country.  The  following- 
sentences  may  be  worth  quoting  ; 

"The  Quaker  had  Built  a  new  Meeting-House  at  Newport, 
large  enough  to  hold  Five  Hundred  Persons  or  more,  with  fair 
and  large  Galleries,  and  Forms  or  Benches  below.  But  one 
thing  very  singular  I  observed,  that  on  the  top  of  the  Turret  of 
their  Meeting-House,  they  have  a  perfect  Iron  Cross,  two  large 
Iron  Bars  crossing  one  the  other  at  right  Angles,  a  more  perfect 
Cross  I  never  saw  on  any  Church.  I  mention  this  the  rather, 
because  George  Fox  in  some  of  his  Printed  Pamphlets  makes  a 
great  outcry  and  noise  against  the  Steeple  Houses  in  England, 
as  he  calls  them,  for  having  Crosses  on  the  tops  of  them,  and 
that  it  is  Popery  ;  what  can  the  Quakers  say  to  this  ?  Are  their 
Brethren  of  Rhode-Island  guilty  of  Popery  for  having  the  Cross 
on  the  top  of  their  Meeting-House,  which  I  suppose  remains 
there  to  this  day." 

"Dorothea  Scott"  is  the  title  of  a  book  published  at  Oxford, 
England,  and  given  us  'by  the  author  Mr.  G.  D.  Scull.  It  is 
named  from  its  heroine,  an  early  English  Quakeress,  who  in- 
herited an  estate  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  married  one  of 
Cromwell's  officers.  She  wrote  a  "Call  to  Repentance,"  which 
was  published  in  London,  in  1661,  and  is  here  reprinted.  Going 
to  Court  to  congratulate  Charles  II.  on  his  Restoration,  she 
met  John  Scott,  who  claimed  kinship,  got  into  her  confidence, 
and  defrauded  her  by  pretended  sales  of  land  on  Long  Island. 
This  is  the  same  John  Scott  whose  intrigues  with  a  "potent  gen- 
tleman" are  familiar  to  the  readers  of  Arnold's  History.  (Vol.  I., 
pp.  299,  383,  et  seq.}  He  also  figured  disreputably  in  the  an- 
nals of  Long  Island.  His  career  shows  a  consistency  in  rascality 
which  is  interesting,  not  to  say  attractive.  This  work  touches 
Rhode-Island  history  in  one  other  point :  it  contains  letters  to 
and  from  -William  Dyre,  whose  wife  Mary  Dyre  was  hanged 
on  Boston  Common  as  a  returning  Quaker.  The  story  of  Dor- 
othea's wrongs  is  full  of  pathos.  In  reading  her  letters  and  tract, 
it  is  hard  to  believe  that  the  early  Quakers  were  such  frantic 
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disturbers  of  the  public  peace  as  to  excuse  in  any  degree  the 
action  of  Massachusetts  in  imprisoning  Quaker  women  immedi- 
ately on  their  first  arrival,  and  in  her  subsequent  harsh  legisla- 
tion. The  issue  has  been  fairly  made  between  Mr.  Hallo  well, 
in  his  "Quaker  Invasion  of  Massachusetts,"  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Ellis,  who  maintains  that  there  was  about  equal  fault  on  both 
sides.  Impartial  observers  will,  we  think,  more  commonly  con- 
clude that  the  severe  treatment  of  both  Quakers  and  "witches" 
resulted  in  a  great  degree  from  unreasoning  panic. 

We  have  received  more  than  the  usual  number  of  books  per- 
taining to  American  history  and  biography,  of  broader  scope,  or 
relating  to  localities  outside  of  our  own  State.  We  may  name 
the  following  :  Palfrey's  History  of  New  England,  in  four  vols., 
8vo.  Allibone's  Dictionary  of  Authors,  in  three  vols.,  1882. 
Sibley's  Early  Graduates  of  Harvard,  1873-81,  two  vols.,  with 
more  to  be  expected.  Isaiah  Thomas's  History  of  Printing  in 
America  ;  reprinted,  1874,  under  the  direction  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  of  which  he  was  a  prominent  founder,  with 
a  Memoir  by  his  grandson,  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  two 
vols.  The  Holmes-Ammidown  Collections,  two  vols.,  rich  in 
memorials  of  the  Huguenots  of  the  Nipmuck  country.  The 
Huguenots  of  La  Rochelle,  translated  by  Catlin.  The  Jour- 
nal of  Andrew  Ellicott,  describing  his  travels  and  scientific  ob- 
servations in  the  Southwest,  1796-1800,  Philadelphia:  1814,  a 
valuable  quarto  volume.  The  Diary  and  Letters  of  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  royal  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  edited  by  his  great- 
grandson  ;  London  :  1884.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Ellis's  discourse  and 
other  illustrations  of  the  Siege  and  Evacuation  of  Boston.  The 
History  of  Universalism  in  America,  by  Richard  Eddy,  D.  D. 
A  treatise  by  the  late  J.  Wingate  Thornton,  printed  for  private 
distribution,  on  "The  Historical  Relation  of  New  England  to 
the  English  Commonwealth,"  1874.  The  Trelawny  Papers, 
published  by  the  Maine  Historical  Society.  The  third  volume 
of  Memorial  Biographies  of  the  New  England  Historic-Genea- 
logical Society. 
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The  histories  of  towns  and  cities  contain  very  valuable  mate- 
rial for  the  antiquarian  and  genealogical  student.  Families  in 
our  own  State  are  freely  connected  by  marriage  or  descent  with 
other  places,  especially  in  New  England.  The  attention  lately 
drawn  to  the  origin  and  significance  of  the  Town  as  an  institu- 
tion gives  the  subject  an  historical  interest.  Our  library  has 
acquired  during  the  year  the  following  local  histories  : 

Of  Braintree  and  Quincy ,  by  Pattee  ;  of  Cambridge  by  Paige  ; 
Charlestown  by  Frothingham  ;  Hardwick  by  Paige  ;  Lancaster 
by  Marvin,  and  Early  Records  of  the  same  by  Nourse  ;  Medford 
by  Brooks  ;  Shirley  by  Chandler ;  Sutton  by  Benedict  and 
Tracy ;  The  Early  Ministry  of  Taunton  by  Emery  ;  Truro  and 
Cape  Cod  by  Rich.  All  the  above  belong  to  Massachusetts. 
Add  to  these  Stiles'  history  of  Brooklyn,  and  Baird's  of  Rye, 
in  New  York  State ;  Whittelsy's  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Haw- 
kins's Quebec. 

Some  of  the  more  important  genealogical  works  added  during 
the  year  are  the  accounts  of  the  families  of  Allen  and  Witter, 
Carpenter,  Eddy,  Hall,  Learned,  Mann,  Moore,  Morse,  Peirce, 
Randall,  Randolph,  Upham,  Waldo,  Winsor,  Wood ;  and  the 
Genealogical  Register  of  Sherborn  and  Holliston,  Mass. 

The  Jesuit  Relations  or  reports  sent  by  Jesuit  fathers  to  the 
Head  of  the  Order,  are  well  known  to  contain  most  valuable 
materials  for  the  history  of  their  missions,  and  of  New  France 
and  the  Great  West.  It  is  these  that  Parkman  has  fused  into 
his  glowing  narrative.  We  already  had  a  copy  of  one  volume 
in  the  original  edition,  relating  to  missions  in  South  America ; 
and  have  added  during  the  year  The  Relation  of  events  in  New 
France  and  the  country  of  the  Hurons,  for  the  year  1637—8,  in 
the  original,  dingy,  parchment-covered  issue  of  Cramoisy,  the 
Paris  publisher,  printer  to  the  King. 

At  the  Cooke  sale  we  procured  a  set  of  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine  from  its  beginning  in  1731  to  the  year  1856,  making 
with  the  General  Index  203  volumes.  We  have  now  completed 
this  set  to  the  present  time.  The  additional  volumes  were  ob- 
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tained  by  exchange  for  books  bought  at  that  sale  for  the  library 
of  the  late  John  Carter  Brown. 

We  have  received  two  books  that  are  interesting  as  the  early 
publications  of  men  since  distinguished  in  very  dissimilar  ways. 
One  is  "A  Defence  of  Christianity  against  the  work  of  George 
B.  English,  A.  M.,"  by  Edward  Everett,  minister  of  the  church 
in  Brattle  Square,  Boston,  1814.  English  was  a  versatile 
genius;  "author  and  adventurer"  Drake's  Biographical  Dic- 
tionary calls  him ;  he  talked  many  languages  and  professed 
many  religions  ;  his  early  work  was  entitled  "The  Grounds  of 
Christianity  examined."  Everett  was  twenty  years  old,  and  was 
known  as  tutor,  poet  and  pastor,  when  he  published  this  sharp 
controversial  book  of  500  pages.  Another  of  these  firstlings  is 
"The  Sylphs  of  the  Seasons  and  other  poems,"  by  Washington 
Allston,  since  a  famous  painter,  associated  with  Rhode  Island 
by  kindred  and  youthful  education.  It  was  published  in  1813. 

Our  scanty  array  of  early  printed  books  has  been  increased 
by  the  gift  of  a  copy  of  the  Old  Testament  in  Latin  printed  at 
Basle  in  1522.  This  antedates  by  a  few  years  the  oldest  vol- 
ume previously  in  our  collection,  which  was  a  sermon  by  Martin 
Luther  printed  in  1527,  in  German.  The  acquisition  of  one 
or  more  specimens  of  typography  dated  earlier  than  1500  would 
add  to  the  dignity  and  richness  of  our  library. 

Many  books  and  pamphlets,  relating  to  the  Indian  tribes  of 
southern  New  England,  and  to  the  efforts  for  their  Christiani- 
zation,  have  been  received  during  the  year.  The  interest  created 
in  the  subject  of  Almanacs  has  been  accompanied  by  the  addi- 
tion of  many  old  and  recent  almanacs,  some  of  them  interleaved 
and  used  as  diaries.  An  unusually  large  number  of  other 
pamphlets  of  varied  character  have  been  given,  and  some  per- 
taining to  Rhode  Island  have  been  bought.  Mr.  Henry  C. 
Dorr  of  New  York,  Mr.  James  E.  Mauran  of  Newport,  our 
venerable  associate  the  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett,  and  the  Rev. 
Samuel  H.  Webb,  have  been  some  of  the  most  liberal  donors 
in  this  department.  A  great  many  pamphlets  are  also  received 
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as  gifts  from  authors,  and  from  institutions,  partly  in  exchange. 
Your  committee  have  found  it  convenient  to  have  a  number  of 
duplicate  copies  of  our  own  publications  and  other  Rhode-Island 
pamphlets  on  hand  as  a  basis  of  exchange.  We  must  acknowl- 
edge our  indebtedness  to  many  sister  societies,  and  various  in- 
stitutions, which  have  sent  us  their  reports  and  collections,  too 
often  with  inadequate  returns  on  our  part. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  James  E.  Mauran  the  Newport 
Mercury  for  thirty-two  years,  1847-1879,  not  complete. 

Our  collection  of  local  maps  has  been  enriched  by  the  gift, 
from  Mr.  George  T.  Paine,  of  about  sixty  maps  of  different 
sections  of  Providence  and  other  cities  and  towns  in  New  Eng- 
land ;  prepared  for  business  purposes,  particularly  for  the  use  of 
insurance  companies,  but  of  great  prospective  value  for  the  an- 
tiquarian and  topographical  student.  Also,  from  the  Hon.  Elisha 
Dyer,  a  map,  showing  the  location  of  the  residence  and  burial- 
place  of  Roger  Williams.  Other  local  illustrations  are,  Views 
of  the  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  Friends'  School  in  Provi- 
dence, and  a  large  photograph  of  the  historic  mural  painting  in 
the  Providence  County  Court-House,  which  was  so  happily  com- 
memorated at  one  of  our  recent  meetings. 

Of  the  numerous  additions  to  our  Manuscripts  received  within 
the  year,  the  oldest,  except  one,  and  on  some  accounts  the  most 
interesting,  is  an  original  deed,  signed  by  William  Carpenter, 
and  dated  April  25,  1683.  It  relates  to  the  Pawtuxet  lands, 
so  long  the  subject  of  a  boundary  dispute,  which  for  many  years 
disturbed  social  life  in  the  Plantation,  and  was  not  finally  settled 
till  1712.  This  deed,  and  an  accompanying  map,  have  been 
referred  to  Mr.  John  A.  Rowland  for  examination  and  report ; 
and  we  will  only  dwell  on  one  point,  which  gives  this  paper  a 
positive  historic  value.  It  twice  speaks  of  Roger  Williams  as 
deceased.  This  narrows  somewhat  the  limits  of  time  within 
which  we  must  place  the  death  of  Williams.  This  event  was 
already  fixed  as  having  occurred  between  January  16,  and  May 
10,  1683  ;  and  the  language  of  Mr.  Thornton  on  the  latter 
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date — "The  Lord  hath  arrested  by  death  our  ancient  and  ap- 
proved friend,  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  with  divers  others" — seems 
to  imply  that  the  death  was  then  quite  recent.  It  probably  took 
place  in  April,  the  same  month  in  which  forty-seven  years  be- 
fore, Williams  had  "begun  to  build  and  plant"  on  the  eastern 
shore  of  the  Seekonk. 

Within  a  few  days,  we  have  received  from  Mr.  Moses  Rob- 
erts by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Erastus  Richardson,  two  old  deeds. 
One  is  from  Jas.  Mattesonto  John  Whipple,  dated  Dec.,  1661 ; 
the  other,  from  Seth  Chapin  of  Mendon  to  John  Arnold,  1742, 
conveying  land  now  near  the  centre  of  Woonsocket.  This  last 
is  cited  in  Mr.  Richardson's  History  of  Woonsocket. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  most  acceptable  gift  of  manu- 
script remains  of  Thomas  Alexander  Tefft,  a  man  of  genius 
and  a  son  of  Rhode  Island,  who  in  a  life  of  thirty-three  years 
gamed  a  wide  distinction  as  architect,  writer  and  "monetarian." 
These  papers  comprise  letters  to  and  from  Mr.  Tefft,  mostly  on 
international  currency,  addresses,  reports  and  lectures  —  one 
lecture  on  the  early  architecture  of  Newport — beside  memoranda, 
drawings,  and  newspaper  cuttings.  Most  of  them  were  used 
by  our  late  associate  Mr.  Stone  in  preparing  his  memoir  of  Mr. 
Tefft.  They  now  come  to  us  through  the  thoughtful  kindness 
of  Mrs.  James  C.  Bucklin. 

Other  manuscripts  are  those  of  an  oration  by  George  R.  Bur- 
rill,  July  4,  1805  ;  an  address  before  the  Veteran  Firemen's 
Association  of  Providence,  by  our  late  honored  President,  Zach- 
ariah  Allen  ;  the  History  of  Beverly  by  the  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone  ; 
a  collection  of  papers  going  to  show  that  the  first  Sunday-School 
in  Rhode  Island  was  of  a  secular  character ;  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Providence  Charitable  Relief  Association,  1802 — 
(original  copy.) 

It  has  been  understood  that  the  manuscripts  of  papers  read 
before  the  Veteran  Citizens'  Association  were  to  become  the 
property  of  this  Society.  The  President  of  that  Association 
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informs  us  that  the  more  important  of  these  papers  are  to  be 
printed,  by  the  generosity  of  one  of  its  members. 

Badges  and  broadsides  connected  with  the  free-suffrage 
movement,  the  war  of  the  Eebellion,  and  other  disturbed  peri- 
ods, the  baton  used  by  the  chief  marshal  at  the  reading  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  in  Providence  in  1776  ;  a  number 
of  coins  and  medals — these  are  among  the  contributions  to  the 
department  of  miscellaneous  curiosities. 

We  have  to  record  one  disappointment,  which  is  already 
known  to  most  of  our  members.  The  Society  hoped  to  secure 
for  its  library  the  collections  of  the  late  Caleb  Fiske  Harris,  relat- 
ing to  the  great  Rebellion  and  Slavery.  They  consist  of  books, 
pamphlets,  documents,  newspaper  items,  broadsides,  &c.  This 
Society,  like  other  competitors  for  their  possession,  had  not  the 
means  of  paying  for  them  ;  and  the  question  of  their  final  des- 
tination became  mixed  with  the  other  question  of  securing  a 
fund  remaining  in  charge  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Rhode-Island 
Hospital  Library  Association,  an  organization  formed  during 
the  war  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  reading  for  soldiers,  es- 
pecially in  the  hospital  at  Portsmouth  grove.  This  fund  nearly 
covered  the  cost  of  procuring  the  collection.  The  Trustees 
were  men  of  high  character,  whose  judgment  was  final,  and 
whom  it  would  have  been  impertinent  to  expect  to  win  by  mere 
importunity.  They  decided  in  favor  of  the  Providence  Public 
Library,  which  thus  secured  the  fund  and  the  collection.  As 
members  of  this  Society,  we  are  disappointed.  But,  as  citizens, 
we  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  that  the  really  essential  object  is 
attained.  The  collection  is  to  be  kept  together,  it  is  to  remain 
in  this  city,  and  is  to  be  forever  accessible  to  visitors  under 
proper  restrictions. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON 
PUBLICATIONS. 


To   THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL   SOCIETY  at  its  annual 

meeting,  January  13,   1885. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  submit  the  following  as  their 
Annual  Report : 

Early  in  the  year  they  caused  to  be  printed,  in  accordance 
with  the  Society's  instructions,  a  pamphlet  containing  a  sum- 
mary of  the  Proceedings  for  the  year  1883—84,  together  with 
the  President's  Address,  and  the  Reports  of  Standing  Com- 
mittees, and  of  the  Procurators,  and  other  matters  of  interest 
pertaining  to  the  current  history  of  the  Society. 

But  the  chief  work  of  the  Committee  during  the  year  has  been 
the  superintendence  of  the  printing  of  Volume  VH.  of  the  So- 
ciety's Collections,  which  was  authorized  by  vote  at  the  last 
annual  meeting. 

The  Committee  are  happy  to  state  that  this  volume  is  now 
nearly  completed  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  delivery.  The  Vol- 
ume contains  the  following  works  : 

I.  EARLY  ATTEMPTS  AT  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORY  ;  EDITED 
WITH  NOTES  AND  HISTORICAL  MEMORANDA  BY  WlLLIAM  E. 
FOSTER. 

This  work  contains — 

1.  Preface. 

2.  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Planting  and  growth 
of  Providence.     By  Stephen  Hopkins. 

3.  Materials  for  a  History  of  Rhode  Island.    Collected 
by  Theodore  Foster. 
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4.  Appendix  :  (i)  The  sentence  of  expulsion.  (2)  The 
principle  of  civil  and  religious  separation  as  held  by 
Roger  Williams.      (3)    The  original  records  of  the 
town  of  Providence. 

5.  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Services  of  Theodore  Foster. 

n.     THE  NAKRAGANSETTS.     BY  HENRY  C.  DORR. 
HI.     EARLY  VOTARIES  OF  NATURAL  SCIENCE  IN  RHODE 
ISLAND.     BY  CHARLES  W.  PARSONS,  M.  D. 

IV.  THE  FIRST  COMMENCEMENT  OF  RHODE  ISLAND  COL- 
LEGE.    BY  REUBEN  A.  GUILD,  LL.  D. 

V.  THE  BRITISH  FLEET  IN  RHODE  ISLAND.     BY  GEORGE 
C.  MASON. 

VI.  NICHOLAS  E ASTON  vs.  THE  CITY  OF  NEWPORT.     BY 
GEORGE  C.  MASON. 

The  Committee  have  also  to  inform  the  Society,  that  they 
have  another  valuable  paper,  now  ready  for  publication.  This 
is  the  Diary  of  the  Rev.  John  Comer,  with  notes  by  the  late 
Rev.  C.  E.  Barrows,  D.  D.  Soon  after  the  decease  of  Dr. 
Barrows  the  Committee  received  a  letter  from  Rev.  J.  W. 
Willmarth,  of  Philadelphia,  stating  that  the  manuscript  of  Dr. 
Barrows  had  been  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  brothers  of  Dr. 
Barrows,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  prepare  the  work  for 
publication,  by  revising  the  notes,  and  adding  a  Preface,  and  a 
brief  sketch  of  Dr.  Barrows's  life.  This  offer  was  accepted  by 
the  Committee  ;  and  the  manuscript  revised  and  put  in  condition 
for  the  press,  was  recently  forwarded  by  Mr.  Willmarth.  This 
work  is  now  ready  for  publication,  whenever  arrangements  can 
be  made  for  the  issue  of  another  volume  of  the  Society's  Col- 
lections. 

J.  L.  LINCOLN, 

For  the  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING 
AND  GROUNDS. 


Providence,  January  13,   1885. 
To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

The  expenditures   on  Building  and    Grounds  for  the   year 
1884  ha\e  been  as  follows  : 
Amount  paid  W.  S.  Hogg  for  fertilizers  and  care 

of  Grounds  including  removal   of   snow   from 

sidewalks,    •.          .          .          .          .          .          .          $46  54 

Amount  paid  Robinson  Pierce  for  repairs  within 

the  Cabinet  building,  .          .          .          .  17  17 

Amount  paid   Alexander  Grant   for  cleaning  and 

oiling  doors,  ......  1   15 


$64  86 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee, 

ISAAC  H.  SOUTHWICK, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GENEALOGICAL 
RESEARCHES. 


The  Committee  on  Genealogical  Researches  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society,  have  the  honor  to  present  the  follow- 
ing, as  their  Annual  Report : 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  observe  the  constantly  increasing 
interest  in  genealogical  investigations,  and  the  very  rapidly  in- 
creasing facilities  which  every  passing  year  affords  for  their 
useful  and  intelligent  prosecution ;  and  we  congratulate  the  So- 
ciety upon  the  work  accomplished  in  this  State  (chiefly  through 
its  influence  and  aid) ,  during  the  past  ten  years  ;  and  the  bril- 
liant prospect  of  success  and  increased  effort  in  the  future. 

We  learn,  with  great  satisfaction,  that  one  of  our  citizens  has 
in  contemplation,  the  preparation  of  a  Dictionary  of  Rhode 
Island  Genealogy,  on  the  plan  of  Savage's  New  England  Dic- 
tionary, but,  of  course,  coming  down  to  a  later  time ;  which, 
from  what  we  know  of  its  proposed  author,  we  believe  will  be 
executed  in  the  most  faithful,  intelligent  and  accurate  manner, 
and  will  be  of  inestimable  benefit  to  students,  and  creditable  to 
its  author  ;  and  worthy  of  every  encouragement  by  the  Society, 
the  State  and  individuals.  The  modesty  of  this  gentleman  pre- 
cludes the  mention  of  his  name  at  this  time,  but  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  urging  on  all  Rhode-Islanders  a  generous  support, 
at  the  proper  time,  for  so  praiseworthy  an  object. 

We  are  happy  to  see,  on  the  shelves  of  this  Institution,  a 
large  accession  of  new  books  pertaining  to  this  department,  and 
trust  in  the  future  to  see  an  increase  of  works,  bearing  on  the 
title  pages  the  names  of  members  of  this  Society. 

We  take  leave  to  remind  members  and  others,  that  there  are, 
in  this  State,  two  magazines  devoted  partly  to  this  object,  and 
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doing  in  an  humble  way  ("pro  bono  publico"  without  hope  of 
gain),  some  useful  service  ;  and  to  invite,  on  their  behalf,  such 
encouragement  as  articles  contributed,  strictly  historical  or  ge- 
nealogical, may  afford,  and  also  such  increase  of  subscriptions 
as  will  justify  improvement  in  quantity  of  matter,  and  in  style 
and  illustrations. 

Your  Committee  desire  to  express  their  sense  of  obligation 
to. the  Secretary  and  Librarian,  Mr.  Perry,  for  the  particular 
interest  he  has  always  shown  in  their  department,  and  for  the 
very  great  benefits  they  believe  the  Institution  has  derived  from 
his  efficient  services. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

HENRY  E.  TURNER,    Chairman, 

For  the  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  AMERICAN 
HISTORICAL   ASSOCIATION. 


Report  of  Dr.  Parsons,  as  a  delegate  to  a  meeting  in  Saratoga 
for  the  promotion  of  the  "American  Historical  Association." 

In  compliance  with  a  call,  signed  by  officers  of  the  American 
Social  Science  Association  and  by  three  eminent  Professors  of 
History,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Saratoga,  Sept.  9,  1884,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  an  American  Historical  Association.  It 
was  decided  to  make  a  separate  organization,  not  a  mere  depart- 
ment of  the  Social  Science  Association.  Its  object  is,  to  pro- 
mote historical  studies  in  this  country.  President  Andrew  D. 
White  of  Cornell  University  was  chosen  President  of  the  new 
organization.  Our  Society  was  represented  by  Mr.  William  B. 
Weeden,  who  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, and  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons. 
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Public  meetings  were  held  on  the  9th  and  10th  of  September  ; 
when  addresses  were  read  as  follows  : 

By  President  White  on  the  Relations  between  General  and 
Special  Historical  Studies  ;  by  Professor  C.  K.  Adams  of  Mich- 
igan University,  on  Federal  Land-Grants  for  the  support  of 
higher  Education  in  the  North- West ;  by  Professor  Moses  Coit 
Tyler,  on  the  Influence  of  Thomas  Paine  on  the  Popular  Reso- 
lution for  American  Independence ;  by  Dr.  Austin  Scott  of 
Rutgers  College,  on  the  Law  of  Constitutional  Development  in 
the  United  States.  These  papers  were  all  able  and  instructive, 
and  attracted  large  audiences. 

Private  meetings  were  also  held,  at  which  papers  were  read 
as  follows  :  By  Dr.  Edward  Channing  of  Harvard  University, 
on  the  Origin  of  Town-Government  in  the  New-England  Colo- 
nies ;  by  C.  H.  Livermore  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  on  the 
Founders  of  New  Haven  ;  by  Professor  Crane  of  Cornell  on  New 
Sources  of  German  History  in  the  Middle  Ages  ;  a  Report  on 
the  progress  of  the  "Monumenta  Germaniae  Historica,"  by  Dr. 
Francke  of  Harvard  ;  and  on  the  Narrative  and  Critical  History 
of  America,  presented  by  its  Editor,  Mr.  Justin  Winsor. 

A  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  an  "American  Historical  So- 
ciety," founded  in  1835  at  Washington,  was  received  with  much 
interest.  That  society  was  short-lived.  Its  active  membership 
was  confined  to  residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  so  that  its 
national  appellation  was  a  misnomer. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OX  THE  DEED  AND 
MAP  OF  PAWTUXET  LANDS. 


To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY: 

Of  the  old  deed  and  map  of  1683,  referred  to  me  for  consid- 
eration, the  date  of  the  deed  only,  as  it  seems  to  me  is  of 
especial  interest ;  and  it  is  singular  that  it  has  not  heretofore 
been  noticed,  as  the  deed  is  recorded  in  Book  I.,  pp.  260—261. 
But  the  hand-writing  of  Thomas  Olney,  town  clerk,  is  small, 
and  the  lines  close  together,  as  if  he  were  trying  to  comprise 
as  much  matter  as  possible  in  the  last  pages  of  the  book,  mak- 
ing it  difficult,  and  requiring  patience  to  read. 

The  deed  in  our  Cabinet  gives  the  reference  of  its  record 
erroneously  as  being  on  pages  160—161. 

The  date,  as  I  have  said,  is  of  especial  interest,  as  at  this 
date  the  deed  states  that  Roger  Williams  was  dead,  thus 
showing  an  approximation  of  fifteen  days  nearer  to  the  time  of 
his  death  than  has  heretofore  been  known.  Knowles's  Memoir 
(p.  354)  says,  he  died  between  January  16  and  May  10,  1683. 
We  now  know  by  the  date  of  this  deed,  that  he  died  between 
January  16  and  April  25.  In  other  respects  the  deed  and  map 
contain  little  of  historic  significance,  or  that  is  new  to  any  one 
conversant  with  the  town's  history.  To  go  fully  into  matters 
connected  with  the  time  to  which  they  relate,  would  be  but  to 
tell  the  old  story  of  the  ever-recurring  contentions  among  the 
proprietors  of  Providence  as  to  their  land-rights ;  and  to  the 
long  controversy  that  existed  between  Providence  and  Pawtuxet 
relative  to  the  bounds  between  them,  which  were  not  finally  de- 
termined till  1711.  All  which  are  sufficiently  related  by  our 
late  president  in  his  history  of  the  State.  The  map  referred  to, 


48  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

is  merely  a  drawing  of  the  course  of  the  Wonasquatucket  and 
Pawtuxet  rivers,  and  defining  the  land  between  them,  and  on 
the  banks  of  both  rivers.  The  map  should  also  have  shown  the 
Pawtucket  or  Blackstone  river  to  have  included  all  that  William 
Harris  and  his  adherents  claimed  for  the  town  under  the  con- 
cession of  Miantinomo  of  "up  streams  without  limits."  The 
different  interpretation  put  upon  this  phrase  is  one — it  may  have 
been  the  principal  —  cause  of  the  bitter  feud  that  long  existed 
betwixt  Williams  and  Harris  ;  Harris  contending  that  it  con- 
ferred an  absolute  title  to  all  the  land  up  to  the  sources  of  those 
rivers,  and  on  all  the  branches  leading  into  them,  while  Wil- 
liams held  it  to  be  a  mere  courtesy  of  the  Sachem,  which  gave 
permission  only  for  the  pasturage  of  their  cattle. 

Williams's  letter  on  the  subject  may  be  found  in  Knowles's 
Memoir,  pp.  409,  411. 

This  seems  all  I  need  say  of  the  deed  and  map. 

I  will,  however  (though  not  connected  with  the  matter  given 
me  to  consider,  still  is  of  some  interest) ,  allude  to  a  proposi- 
tion of  Roger  Williams  to  the  town  in  relation  to  Indian  lands, 
and  give  the  town's  answer  thereto  through  its  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Thomas  Olney,  Sr.,  William  Harris  and  Arthur 
Fenner.  The  clerk,  Thomas  Olney,  Jr.  was  directed  to  sign 
the  reply  in  behalf  of  the  town. 

Indians  were  still  upon  these  grounds,  claiming  .still  to  have 
rights  there,  and  Williams  had  an  idea  of  a  plantation  at  Cow- 
eset,  or  in  that  region  ;  and  having  ascertained  that  the  sum  of 
thirty  pounds  would  be  satisfactory  to  them  for  relinquishing 
their  claim,  with  his  ever-scrupulous  justice  towards  the  natives, 
proposed  to  raise  that  sum  for  them. 

This,  the  party  led  by  William  Harris  objected  to,  as  it  might 
prove  a  precedent  for  further  claims  to  land  the  town  had  ac- 
quired of  their  former  Sachems. 

The  committee,  however,  would  not  object  to  giving  them  a 
gratuity,  to  quiet  their  claims,  which  should  not  form  a  prece- 
dent, and  not  create  in  them  a  notion  that  they  still  had  rights 
in  the  land. 
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Williams's  proposition  is  of  date  October  27,  1660,  and  is 
addressed  to  his  "Loving  friends  and  Neighbours;"  assembled 
probably  under  the  spreading  branches  of  some  "eminent  tree," 
on  the  town  street. 

I  will  not  read  his  proposition,  as  it  may  be  found  in  Knowles?s 
Memoirs,  p.  404. 

The  reply  of  the  committee  I  will  read,  as  I  have  not  seen 
it  in  print.  It  is  as  follows  : 

"The  lands  upon  Moshassuck  and  Wonasquatucket,  are  ours 
already,  and  when  we  plant  we  will  agree  with  the  Indians 
either  to  remove  or  to  fence  : 

"2d.  Where  as  you  say  the  Indians  have  subjected  to  the 
Bay,  we  say  they  were  subject  to  the  Nanhoggansett  Sachems 
when  you  bought  the  lands  which  we  now  have  and  yourself 
propose  to  buy,  and  we  know  if  we  let  go  our  true  hold  already 
attained,  we  shall  (if  not  ourselves,  yet  our  posterity)  smart 
for  it ;  and  we  conceive  that  we  do  truly  understand  what  your- 
self doth  not,  and  if  your  apprehension  take  place,  as  we  hope 
it  never  will,  in  those  your  proposals,  we  happily  may  see  what 
we  conceive  you  desire  not,  the  ruin  of  what  you  have  given 
Xame  to  (viz.)  poor  Providence. 

"As  for  the  natives  complaining,  we  have  not  yet  wronged 
them  any  further  than  satisfaction,  that  we  know  of,  nor  shall 
not ;  what  their  wrongs  to  us  are,  we  have  hitherto  rather 
smothered  than  complained  ;  yet  we  must  tell  you  that  we  shall 
not  be  averse  to  any  fair  gratuity,  either  to  take  them  off  their 
fields  or  otherwise  ;  always  having  respect  unto  the  Art  of  the 
Sachems  whom  you  have  formerly  so  honoured  : 
And  herein  if  you  can  accomplish,  we  shall  be  ready  to  assist 
with  further  pay  upon  our  former  grounds  ;  otherwise  we  shall 
not  meddle  and  forbid  any  to  do. 

•'Thus  in  love  tho'  in  brief  returned,  we  rest  your  Neigh- 
bours." 

I  have  said  the  town  meeting  was  probably  under  some  "emi- 
nent tree."  At  a  town  meeting  of  date  3d  Nov.,  1655,  it  was 
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"Ordered  that  the  publication  of  marriage,  shall,  under  the  hand 
of  a  magistrate,  be  set  upon  some  eminent  tree,  in  the  town 
street,  after  which  publication  the  marriage  shall  be  lawful  after 
a  fortnight,  if  no  exception  come  within  that  fortnight  time  : 

"That  in  extraordinary  cases  Persons  may  in  a  shorter  time 
procure  and  purchase  a  Town  meeting,  where  there  may  be 
publication." 

JOHN  ANDREWS  ROWLAND. 

January  13,  1885. 


PROCURATOR'S  REPORT. 


NEWPORT,  R.  I.,  January  3,  1885. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  MEMBERS  or  THE  RHODE  ISLAND 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

It  is  pleasant  to  state  that  there  has  been  a  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  interest  in  historical  matters  in  Newport,  and  par- 
ticularly in  local  history'.  Evidence  of  this  is  found  in  the  ready 
response  to  an  appeal  made  a  few  months  ago,  for  means  to 
purchase  and  restore  the  old  Sabbatarian  Church  on  Barney 
street,  a  building  that  has  an  interesting  history,  for  it  was 
erected  in  1729,  the  second  period  of  Colonial  architecture. 
The  society  that  worshiped  here  claimed  to  be  the  oldest  Sabba- 
tarian, and  the  fifth  Baptist  church  in  America.  The  deed  was 
taken  in  the  name  of  Arnold  Collins,  goldsmith,  a  member  of 
the  society,  and  the  father  of  Henry  Collins,  a  prominent  citizen 
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in  his  day.  The  exterior  of  the  building  is  severely  plain,  but 
in  the  interior  there  is  some  of  the  best  work  of  the  period. 
The  details  of  the  pulpit  are  worthy  of  attention,  and  the  stairs 
leading  to  it  are  richer  and  more  delicately  wrought  than  in  any 
other  instance  in  Newport.  The  tablets  on  the  wall,  back  of 
the  pulpit,  were  presented  to  the  society  by  Deacon  John  Tan- 
ner, in  1773,  and  through  all  these  years  the  lettering  remains 
bright  and  clear.  Below  the  Decalogue  there  is  this  text,  from 
Romans  iii.,  31.  "Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through 
faith?  God  forbid  :  yea,  we  establish  the  law." 

Opposite  the  pulpit,  on  the  front  of  the  gallery,  there  is  a 
clock  in  running  order,  made  by  William  Claggett,  who  made 
the  clock  in  Trinity  Church  steeple,  and  whose  time-pieces  are 
sought  after  and  valued  by  collectors. 

The  building  when  purchased  by  the  Historical  Society  was 
no  longer  weather-tight,  and  was  fast  going  to  decay.  The 
Committee  to  whom  was  assigned  the  work  of  restoring  it  and 
putting  it  into  habitable  order,  faithfully  adhered  to  the  original 
details,  the  only  departure  being  the  removal  of  the  pews,  to 
give  the  necessary  floor-room  for  the  use  of  the  Society. 

As  soon  as  the  building  was  ready  for  occupation,  the  archives 
of  the  Society  were  removed  from  the  Redwood  Library  to  the 
new  quarters,  where  they  are  now  accessible,  and  the  hall  is 
opened  daily,  and  on  one  evening  of  each  week.  A  slip-cata- 
logue has  been  made,  and  a  further  effort  will  be  made  to  have 
it  printed.  It  embraces  357  bound  volumes,  1074  pamphlets, 
2200  unbound  copies  of  the  Newport  Mercury,  9  bound  volumes 
of  the  same  paper,  500  copies  of  other  newspapers,  300  alma- 
nacs, including  complete  files  from  1742  to  1870,  and  411 
manuscripts. 

To  still  further  advance  the  cause  and  insure  a  deeper  interest 
in  historical  research,  it  is  proposed  to  have  papers  read  and 
addresses  at  regular  monthly  meetings. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  C.  MASON, 

Procurator. 
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REPORTS  OF  ERASTUS  RICHARDSON  AND 
REV.  E.  M.  PORTER. 


To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

The  undersigned  hereby  reports  and  sends  the  following  named 
documents  : 

1.  Original  Deed  of  land  now  in  the  centre  of  Woonsocket, 
from  Seth  Chapin  of  Mendon,  Suffolk  County,  Mass.,  to  John 
Arnold  of  Providence,  in  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  Jan.  4, 
1742.       Witnessed  by  Ephraim  Chapin  and    Josiah   Chapin. 
See  p.    17,  Richardson's  History  of  Woonsocket. 

2.  Original  Deed,  dated  Dec.   20,    1661,  of  seven  and  a 
half  acres  of  land  in  Providence,  from  James  Matteson  to  John 
Whipple  ;  witnessed  by  Thomas  Olney,  Jr.,  and  John  Brown. 
Contributed  by  Moses  Roberts. 

3.  Original  Enlistment  Roll  of  Co.  B,  Third  R.  I.  Regi- 
ment, Aug.   19,  1861.     Contributed  by  Col.  L.   C.  Tourtel- 
lot,  Woonsocket. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ERASTUS  RICHARDSON, 

Procurator. 
Woonsocket,  Jan.  7,  1885. 


The  Rev.  E.  H.  Porter,  Procurator  for  PaAvtucket,  sent  sev- 
eral recent  town  reports  of  Pawtucket  with  a  note  requesting 
that  these  contributions  be  received  as  his  report  for  the  year 
1884-5. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


Dr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1884. 

Jan.     5.     To  cash  on  hand.           ........  $26  10 

Mar.    i.'          Donation  from  Rev.  F.  Dennison,    ....  2  oo 

1885. 

Jan.   12.           Taxes  from  220  members, 660  oo 

do.     overdue  from  9  members,      ...»  27  oo 

Fees  for  admission  from  1 6  members,      ...  80  oo 

Sale  of  books  and  pamphlets,           ....  27  50 

Library  Committee, 22  17 


£844  77 

Cr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1884. 
May  17.     Kellogg  Printing  Co.  for  printing  Report  of  1883-84, 

and  books  bought  at  the  Cooke  sale,        .         .         .  $154  80 

1885. 

Jan.  12.     Fuel,  Gas  and  Janitor, 252  02 

Postage,  Meetings,  Express  and  Printing,     .         .         .  188  67 

Library  Committee, 98  05 

Buildings  and  Grounds,         ......  64  86 

Magazines, lioo 

Cash  on  hand, 75  37 

There  is  on  deposit  in  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust 
Co.,  Seventy-five  and  37-100  dollars. 

$844  77 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 
Examined  the  above  account  and  found  it  correct. 

JOHN  P.  WALKER, 
LEWIS  J.  CHACE, 
EDWIN  BARROWS, 

Audit  Committee. 
PROVIDENCE,  January  12,  1885. 
7 
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LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND. 


Dr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1884. 

Jan.     5.     Cash  on  hand, .  $1000  oo 

Apr.  14.     Henry  G.  Russell, 50  oo 

July     I.     Interest  from  Providence    Institution  for  Savings   for 

January  and  July,  1884, 40  90 


$1090  90 

Cr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,   Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1885. 
Jan.  12.     Cash  on  hand,       .  $1090  90 

There  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  Institution  for 
Savings  Ten  Hundred  and  Ninety  and  90-100  dollars. 


$1090  90 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Examined  the  above  account  and  found  it  correct. 

JOHN  P.  WALKER, 
LEWIS  J.  CHACE, 
EDWIN  BARROWS, 

Audit  Committee. 
PROVIDENCE,  January  12,  1885. 
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PUBLICATION  ACCOUNT. 


Dr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1885. 

Jan.  12.     Received  subscriptions  from — 

John  P.  Walker, $100  oo 

William  Goddard,          .....  25  oo 

William  Gammell, 25  oo 

Dr.  Ariel  Ballou,           .         .         .         .         .  '  25  oo 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons,        ....  25  oo 

James  Tillinghast,         .         .         .         .        .  25  oo 

Sullivan  Dorr, 25  oo 

Benjamin  F.  Thurston,          ....  20  oo 

Henry  C.  Cranston, 10  oo 

Royal  C.  Taft, 10  oo 

Thomas  Vernon, 10  oo 

Francis  W.  Carpenter,  .....  10  oo 

Frederick  M.  Ballou, 10  oo 

William  B.  Weeden, 10  oo 

Zephaniah  Williams, 10  oo 

Henry  Lippitt, 10  oo 

James  Burdick,     ......  10  oo 

John  H.  Stiness, 10  oo 


#370  oo 

Cr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1885. 
Jan.   12.     Cash  on  hand, 370  oo 

There  is  deposited  in  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust 
Co.,  this  day,  Jan.  12,  1885,  Three  Hundred  and  Seventy 

dollars. 

#370  oo 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer, 

Examined  this  account  and  found  it  correct. 

JOHN  P.  WALKER, 

LEWIS  J.  CHACE, 
EDWIN  BARROWS, 
PROVIDENCE,  January  12,  1885.  Audit  Committee, 
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NECROLOGY. 


ALBERT  GORHAM  ANGELL  died  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  January 
11,  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years  and  fifteen  months.  He  was 
directly  descended  from  Thomas  Angell,  who  was  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Providence.  He  was  born  in  Providence, 
December  27,  1823,  and  was  the  son  of  Enos  and  Catherine 
(Gorham)  Angell.  In  connection  with  his  elder  brother,  the 
late  William  G.  Angell,  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Eagle  Screw  Company,  which  was  established  in  Providence  in 
1838.  Of  this  company,  his  brother  was  made  the  treasurer 
and  he  himself  was  made  the  agent.  In  1860  this  company 
was  merged  in  the  American  Screw  Company  with  a  capital  of 
a  million  of  dollars,  and  in  this  new  company  he  was  continued 
as  the  business  agent  while  his  brother  was  made  the  president. 
This  situation  he  held  till  1876,  when  he  withdrew  from  the 
service  of  the  company.  A  few  years  later  he  removed  to 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  established  there  the  Dayton  Screw  Com- 
pany, which  has  become  one  of  the  most  prosperous  industries 
of  that  city.  Of  this  company  he  was  made  president  and  he 
conducted  its  affairs  with  singular  energy  and  success  to  the  end 
of  his  life.  He  married  Octavia  T.  Jones  who  survives  him 
with  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

He  became  a  life  member  of  this  Society  in  1875,  and  was 
much  interested  in  the  objects  which  it  is  designed  to  promote. 

AMOS  DEFOREST  LOCKWOOD,  the  son  of  Captain  Benoni 
and  Phebe  (Greene)  Lockwood,  was  born  in  Pawtuxet,  R.  I., 
October  30,  1811.  He  came  of  an  ancestory  coeval  with  our 
State  ;  claiming  descent  from  Roger  Williams  on  the  maternal 
side,  and  on  the  father's  side  from  Abraham  Lockwood  who  set- 
tled in  Warwick  about  1690.  The  Greenes  of  Warwick  were 
also  among  his  ancestors. 
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One  of  ten  children,  he  left  home  at  the  age  of  sixteen  to 
find  employment  in  Rehoboth,  where  he  lived  four  years  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  that  knowledge  of  cotton-manufacturing 
which  he  followed  up  in  the  employ  of  Almy,  Brown  &  Slater 
at  Slatersville.  During  the  rest  of  his  long  and  valuable  life 
he  was  identified  with  the  extension  of  this  industry  from  Maine 
to  Georgia,  and  in  the  department  of  mill-engineering  there  was 
no  one  whose  advice  was  so  much  sought. 

After  a  residence  of  twenty-one  years  in  Slatersville  and  five 
years  in  Danielsonville,  Connecticut,  Mr.  Lockwood  removed 
with  his  family  to  Lewiston,  Maine,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  twelve  years.  Actively  engaged  in  constantly  increasing 
business,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  largely  instrumental  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  Lewiston  ;  and  here,  as  in  other  places  of  his 
abode,  he  was  not  content  with  the  growth  of  its  material  re- 
sources alone,  but  took  an  active  part  in  all  that  related  to  the 
moral,  intellectual  and  spiritual  condition  of  society ;  so  that, 
while  filling  the  highest  business  positions,  he  also  occupied  most 
responsible  offices  of  trust  in  literary  and  religious  corporations 
of  which  he  was  a  member.  To  every  interest  with  which  he 
was  associated  he  brought  the  same  high  sense  of  honor,  the 
same  sterling  integrity  ;  and  in  every  official  position  the  most 
faithful  and  conscientious  attention  to  duty  was  his  marked  char- 
acteristic. His  successful  life,  unimpeached  in  its  integrity  and 
unsullied  by  a  blot,  bears  testimony  to  his  ability  and  fidelity. 

With  all  his- devotion  to  business,  Mr.  Lockwood  always  had 
leisure  for  proper  demands  of  social  intercourse,  for  which  he 
was  eminently  qualified  ;  and  no  one  who  had  the  privilege  of 
his  friendship  can  ever  forget  his  courteous  deportment,  his 
genial  manner  or  his  commanding  presence.  Of  a  consistent 
Christian  life,  he  was  foremost  in  every  good  word  and  work  in 
the  Congregational  Church  of  which  he  was  a  member  from 

O        O 

early  youth  ; — a  profession  which  he  adorned  both  by  precept 
and  example. 
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In  1873  he  came  with  his  family  to  Providence,  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  after  an  illness  of  but  three  days,  on  the 
sixteenth  of  January,  1884. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1835,  Mr.  Lockwood  married  Miss 
Sarah  F.  Deming  of  Boston,  Mass.,  who  survives  him  together 
with  two  daughters,  Mrs.  John  W.  Danielson  and  Miss  Amelia 
DeF.  Lockwood. 

GEORGE  -WHITMAN  DANIELSON,  editor  of  the  Providence 
Journal,  died  in  Providence,  March  25,  1884,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  years  and  eleven  months.  He  was  born  in  Killingly, 
Conn.,  April  26,  1829  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Whitman 
and  Lucy  Maria  (Prince)  Danielson.  On  his  father's  side  he  was 
descended  from  Jacob  Whitman  of  Providence,  a  large  owner 
of  real  estate  near  the  junction  of  Westminster  and  Weybosset 
streets.  His  youth  was  passed  in  his  native  town,  and  in  its 
schools  he  received  whatever  education  he  derived  from  teachers. 
He  was  early  attracted  to  the  business  of  printing  and  learned 
something  of  the  art  in  the  office  of  the  newspaper  of  his  native 
village.  He  came  to  Providence  in  1845  and  worked  for  a  time 
on  several  of  the  minor  newspapers  here.  After  a  short-lived 
experiment  as  a  newspaper  -publisher  in  Killingly,  he  returned 
to  Providence  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  oc- 
cupation for  which  he  had  shown  such  decided  preference  and  in 
which  he  was  destined  to  achieve  such  eminent  success.  In  1859 
he  established  in  Providence  the  EVENING  PRESS  in  company 
with  Mr.  Albert  R.  Cooke,  but  in  1862  he  withdrew  from  its 
management  and  sold  his  interest  in  the  property  to  his  partner. 
Soon  after  this  event  he  was  invited  by  Messrs.  Knowles  &  An- 
thony, the  proprietors  of  the  Providence  Journal,  to  become  a 
partner  with  them  in  the  ownership  and  management  of  that 
paper,  and  he  entered  his  new  sphere  of  labor  on  January  1, 
1863. 

The  JOURNAL  had  already  acquired  distinction  among  the 
newspapers  of  New  England  under  the  management  of  its  early 
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editor,  Mr.  Anthony.  This  distinction  had  been  well  main- 
tained after  Mr.  Anthony's  election  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  in  1859,  by  Mr.  James  B.  Angell,  who  had  been  a  Pro- 
fessor in  Brown  University  and  is  now  the  accomplished  head 
of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Danielson  though  not  a 
practiced  writer,  yet  knew  how  to  make  vigorous  paragraphs  and 
was  familiar  with  the  entire  business  of  printing  and  publishing 
a  newspaper.  -  He  thus  brought  executive  skill  and  energy  to 
the  office.  Selected  and  summoned  to  his  assistance  a  circle 
of  practiced  and  accomplished  writers  of  various  tastes  and 
acquirements  who  in  accordance  with  his  general  plans  dis- 
cussed in  brief  and  well-executed  articles  the  questions  of  the 
time.  He  also  infused  new  enterprise  into  the  paper  by  estab- 
lishing places  for  its  sale  in  different  parts  of  the  city  and  in 
several  villages  in  every  part  of  the  State.  It  acquired  a  new 
importance  as  an  advertising  medium,  and  before  the  first  month 
of  his  management  was  ended  the  EVENING  BULLETIN  made  its 
daily  appearance  as  a  reduced  edition  of  the  Journal  with  all 
the  news  of  the  day  superadded. 

These  arrangements  for  conducting  the  business  on  a  greatly 
enlarged  plan  were  all  the  work  of  Mr.  Danielson.  He  saw 
clearly  the  demand  which  existed  and  he  determined  to  meet  it 
without  delay.  The  JOURNAL  immediately  assumed  a  new  im- 
portance. The  intense  excitement  of  the  civil  war  and  the 
constantly  recurring  eagerness  for  the  latest  news  from  the  dis- 
tant fields  of  battle,  greatly  assisted  in  promoting  the  success  of 
the  enterprise,  and  the  EVENING  BULLETIN  immediately  became 
a  necessity  of  the  people  at  the  close  of  every  day.  Mr.  Danielson 
almost  alone  carried  on  the  work  of  managing  and  controlling 
these  two  daily  papers  for  a  period  of  more  than  twenty-one 
years.  They  were  years  of  well-nigh  ceaseless  toil,  and  of 
responsibility  such  as  no  one  but  a  man  of  extraordinary  phys- 
ical and  mental  strength  could  have  endured.  By  the  necessities 
of  his  position  he  became  not  only  a  power  in  the  politics  of  the 
city  and  of  the  State,  but  also  in  a  far  broader  sense,  a  guide 


60  KHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

and  a  former  of  public  opinion  on  all  the  great  questions  of  the 
time.  The  opportunities  thus  crowded  upon  him  he  aimed  to 
use  for  what  he  deemed  the  public  interest  and  so  far  as  possi- 
ble without  injury  to  the  rights  of  individuals  ;  and  his  course 
received  the  general  approval  of  the  public.  The  influence 
which  he  thus  wielded  was  very  widely  felt  and  often  resisted 
by  others,  but  by  him  it  was  seldom  misused  and  never  prosti- 
tuted to  any  personal  ends  of  his  own.  He  had  no  political 
aspirations  to  gratify.  His  single  aim  was  to  make  the  JOURNAL 
such  a  paper  as  would  meet  the  wants  of  the  community.  In 
doing  this  he  spared  no  expense  as  its  publisher  and  no  labor  or 
watchfulness  as  its  editor ;  and  in  this  twofold  capacity  he  gave 
to  it  the  greater  part  of  every  twenty-four  hours  almost  without 
respite  or  relaxation  of  any  kind.  Such  unremitted  labor  of 
both  body  and  mind  was  more  than  the  human  organism  was 
made  to  endure.  The  end  came  with  fearful  suddenness.  Al- 
most without  premonition  he  was  smitten  with  paralysis,  and 
after  two  days  of  unconsciousness  he  ceased  to  breathe. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  kindness,  though  of  great  positive- 
ness  in  his  opinions  ;  he  was  always  thoughtful  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  those  whom  he  employed,  and  delighted  to  promote 
by  his  favor  as  an  editor  and  his  liberality  as  a  citizen,  the  insti- 
tutions of  charity  and  beneficence  which  exist  in  the  State. 
He  became  identified  with  several  business  enterprises  of  the  city 
and  was  an  active  member  and  for  many  years  president  of  the 
New  England  Press  Association.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
Ehode  Island  Historical  Society  in  1881.  In  January,  1881,  he 
married  Rosa  F.  Peckham,  daughter  of  Dr.  F.  H.  Peckham 
of  Providence,  who  survives  him  with  two  children. 

ALEXANDER  FARNUM  was  the  son  of  Darius  D.  Farnum,  of 
Waterford  in  the  town  of  Blackstone,  Mass.,  and  was  born 
there,  July  18,  1830.  He  attended  the  University  Grammar 
School  in  Providence,  and  graduated  with  high  honors  at  Brown 
University  in  1852.  He  resided  in  Providence  through  his 
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whole  business  life  ;  being  engaged  in  trade  in  cotton  till  the 
year  1865.  Always  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  politics, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  1864-65,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  1865.  He  subse- 
quently held  many  offices  of  trust  in  connection  with  financial 
institutions,  for  which  he  was  admirably  fitted  by  ability,  knowl- 
edge, integrity  and  tact.  In  1877,  he  was  chosen  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  in  1881,  President,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital 
Trust  Company,  and  held  the  latter  office  till  his  death. 

Mr.  Farnum  was  a  most  useful  citizen,  interested  in  all  that 
concerned  the  intellectual  and  educational  welfare  of  the  city  in 
which  he  lived,  faithful  to  every  trust,  equipped  with  various 
and  accurate  knowledge,  endowed  with  rapid  and  keen  percep- 
tive powers,  quick  and  positive  in  decision.  He  was  for  several 
years  a  member  of  the  School  Committee.  He  was  a  Director 
and  member  of  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Providence  Athe- 
naeum for  almost  twenty  years,  was  chosen  its  Vice-President  in 
1870,  and  President  in  1882.  He  was  a  Trustee  of  the  Provi- 
dence Public  Library  from  the  year  1875  ;  was  its  Treasurer 
and  chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
For  offices  like  these  he  was  exceptionally  well  qualified,  not 
only  by  his  good  judgment,  and  those  delightful  personal  qual- 
ities which  made  it  a  pleasure  to  cooperate  with  him,  but  es- 
pecially by  his  knowledge  of  finances  and  of  books.  He  was  a 
diligent  reader,  a  special  student  of  bibliography,  and  a  large 
collector.  His  library  was  one  of  the  richest  in  a  city  noted  for 
its  private  libraries  ;  it  was  strong  in  poetry  and  the  drama,  in 
literary  history  and  bibliography,  in  antiquarianism,  and  illus- 
trated works  on  the  fine  arts.  It  contained  the  choicest  editions, 
and  of  English  classics  numerous  editions.  It  is  well  described 
in  General  Rogers's  work  on  the  Private  Libraries  of  Provi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Farnum  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1882,  and 
was  immediately  placed  on  the  Committee  of  Publications.  In 
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December,  he  read  a  paper  before  the  Society  on  the  public 
life  and  political  genius  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

He  married  in  1853  Charlotte  B.  Ormsbee,  daughter  of 
Captain  John  H.  Ormsbee.  His  widow  and  four  children 
survive  him. 

After  several  attacks  of  paralytic  nature,  which  too  surely 
betokened  some  serious  lesion  of  the  brain,  for  which  in  1883 
he  visited  Europe  with  temporary  benefit,  he  died  May  11, 
1884. 

"In  private  and  social  life  Mr.  Farnum  was  admired  and 
loved  alike  for  his  personal  virtues  and  his  brilliant  talents,  for 
his  courteous  manners  and  his  kindly  and  genial  temper  ;  where 
he  was  best  known  he  was  most  highly  valued  and  best  honored 
and  loved,  and  among  his  intimate  literary  companions  and 
friends  he  was  always  a  choice  spirit  of  their  circle." 

HENRY  BOWEN  ANTHONY,  LL.  D.  died  in  Providence,  Sep- 
tember second,  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years  and  five 
months.  He  was  the  son  of  William  and  Mary  Kinnicutt 
(Greene)  Anthony  of  Coventry  and  was  born  in  that  town, 
April  1,  1815.  His  early  education  was  acquired  at  the  best 
schools  and  he  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1833,  and 
received  there  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  in  1872. 
His  youthful  tastes  were  refined  and  literary,  and  he  early  began 
to  write  for  the  magazines  of  the  day  and  also  for  the  Provi- 
dence Journal,  which  was  then  under  the  control  of  his  kins- 
man, George  W.  Jackson.  In  1838  he  became  the  editor  of 
the  Journal  and  formed  a  partnership  with  its  proprietors  under 
the  name  of  Knowles,  Vose  &  Anthony,  and  though  he  subse- 
quently ceased  to  be  editor-in-chief,  his  proprietorship  was 
greatly  enlarged  and  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life.  His 
partners  were  practical  printers  while  he  controlled  the  literary 
character  and  the  political  tone  of  the  paper. 

Though  Mr.  Anthony  was  now  only  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  his  work  immediately  gave  assurance  of  the  distinguished 
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success  which  he  was  ere  long  to  achieve.  The  Free-suffrage 
agitations  which  very  soon  began  to  threaten  the  peace  and 
order  of  the  State  imposed  on  the  conductor  of  the  leading  news- 
paper a  task  of  unusual  labor  and  responsibility.  The  struggle 
became  involved  in  the  politics  of  adjoining  States  and  in  its  suc- 
cessive phases  it  lasted  for  several  years.  The  party  of  order 
and  law  leaned  on  the  Providence  Journal  for  guidance  and 
support  to  an  extent  never  before  witnessed  in  the  history  of  the 
State.  Its  youthful  editor  became  known  as  a  person  of  import- 
ance in  the  homes  of  the  people.  Such  was  the  estimation  in 
in  which  his  services  at  this  time  were  held  by  leading  citizens, 
that  a  costly  testimonial  in  recognition  of  them,  in  the  form  of 
several  handsome  pieces  of  silver,  was  presented  to  him.  These 
services  also  secured  for  the  JOURNAL  the  place  among  Amer- 
ican newspapers  which  it  has  ever  since  retained. 

In  1849  Mr.  Anthony  was  chosen  Governor  of  Rhode  Island, 
the  Whig  party  being  at  the  time  in  the  ascendancy  in  the  State, 
and  was  again  chosen  in  1850.  He  might  have  been  chosen 
for  other  terms  but  he  declined  to  become  a  candidate  again. 
He  had  had  no  previous  experience  in  public  positions  of  any 
kind,  but  he  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  with  great  fidelity 
and  also  with  dignity  and  grace.  His  administration  was  highly 
acceptable  to  the  people  of  the  State,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  presided  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  Grand  Committee  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature,  gave  presage  of  the  eminence  he  was 
to  attain  as  a  presiding  officer  in  the  American  Senate  and  as  a 
leading  authority  in  Parliamentary  law.  The  duties  of  the  office 
did  not  seriously  interrupt  his  work  as  an  editor,  and  on  his  lay- 
ing them  aside  the  management  of  the  JOURNAL  again  became 
his  sole  occupation.  A  few  years  later  he  spent  six  or  seven 
months  in  a  brief  visit  to  Europe,  which  was  almost  the  only 
episode  of  entire  leisure  in  his  professional  or  even  in  his  pub- 
lic life.  - 

In  1858  he  was  chosen  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  to 
succeed  the  Hon.  Philip  Allen,  whose  term  was  to  expire  in 
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March,  1859,  and  he  took  his  seat  at  the  meeting  of  Congress 
in  December,  in  the  administration  of  President  Buchanan. 
This  seat  he  continued  to  hold  by  five  successive  elections  to  the 
end  of  his  life,  and  his  fifth  term  would  not  have  expired  till 
March  4,  1889.  Had  he  lived  to  complete  it,  his  period  of  ser- 
vice in  the  Senate  would  have  been  thirty  years,  a  period  which 
has  been  attained  only  by  Mr.  Benton  of  Missouri.  The  years 
he  spent  there  embrace  the  most  eventful  and  critical  portion  of 
later  American  history.  They  witnessed  the  sectional  agitations 
which  preceded  the  war  of  Secession,  the  long  and  bitter  agonies 
which  that  dreadful  strife  brought  upon  the  nation,  and  the 
complete  restoration  of  the  Union  on  the  basis  of  'absolute 
freedom  for  all  the  people  of  the  country.  In  all  the  diversi- 
fied legislation  which  secured  this  triumphant  result  he  bore  an 
honorable  and  conspicuous  part  and  was  intimately  associated 
both  in  counsel  and  in  action  with  the  foremost  statesmen,  who, 
whether  in  the  Cabinet  or  in  Congress,  shaped  the  legislation  of 
that  eventful  period.  He  was  never  an  extreme  partizan.  He 
always  extended  the  courtesies  of  good  breeding  and  the  ameni- 
ties of  social  intercourse  to  those  to  whom  in  political  action  he 
was  most  opposed.  As  years  went  on  he  became  a  favorite 
among  Senators  and  was  thus  often  able  to  secure  results  which 
might  not  have  been  accorded  to  others.  On  entering  the  Sen- 
ate he  was  assigned  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  in  which 
he  continued  to  serve  to  the  end  of  his  life  ;  and  for  twenty 
years  of  this  period  he  was  its  chairman.  He  was  also  attached 
to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  for  a  period  of  almost 
equal  length  and  was  repeatedly  offered  the  place  of  chairman, 
which  he  uniformly  declined.  He  was  four  times  chosen  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore  of  the  Senate,  a  position  which  he  filled  with 
unusual  success  and  was  recognized  as  an  authority  of  the  very 
first  order  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  deliberative  proceedings. 
He  was  again  honored  with  this  distinction  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  in  1883,  but  he  declined  it  because  of  his  failing  health. 
It  was  not  the  habit  of  Mr.  Anthony  frequently  to  engage  in 
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the  debates  of  the  Senate.  He  had  been  trained  to  the  use  of 
the  pen  rather  than  to  the  practice  of  unwritten  speech.  But 
whenever  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  explain  the  measures 
he  brought  forward,  he  spoke  with  force  and  effect  and  generally 
secured  their  adoption,  while  on  occasions  of  ceremony  he  had 
few  equals  in  the  grace  and  winning  power  of  his  addresses. 
He  never  permitted  a  word  of  disparagement  or  of  imputation 
of  any  kind  to  be  uttered  against  Rhode  Island  or  its  institu- 
tions without  showing  his"  power  of  scathing  rebuke  and  his 
readiness  at  all  times  to  vindicate  her  character  and  good  name. 
No  public  man  of  his  time  was  more  faithful  to  the  interests  and 
the  reputation  of  his  native  State.  He  secured  for  her  many 
important  advantages  and  was  singularly  devoted  to  the  interests 
and  the  prosperity  of  her  people.  They  in  return  delighted  to 
honor  him.  His  repeated  elections  to  the  Senate  were  in  full 
accordance  with  their  preference  and  were  made  almost  without 
opposition. 

Mr.  Anthony  was  unusually  familiar  with  Rhode  Island 
history  as  he  often  had  occasion  to  show,  both  in  his  labors  as 
an  editor  and  his  services  as  a  Senator.  The  Providence 
Journal  has  always  been  an  exponent  of  the  history  of  the 
State  and  has  taken  frequent  occasions  to  correct  false  impres- 
sions concerning  it.  The  speeches  of  our  late  Senator,  however, 
show  something  more  than  an  incidental  acquaintance  with  our 
historical  past.  His  knowledge  of  it  was  not  gathered  for  par- 
ticular occasions ;  it  was  stored  away  in  his  mind  and  always 
ready  for  use  and  he  delighted  in  an  opportunity  to  draw  from  it 
in  explaining  the  principles  which  underlie  our  institutions  and 
in  celebrating  the  exalted  characters  or  the  heroic  deeds  of  any 
of  our  people.  He  had  been  a  member  of  this  Society  since 
1836,  a  longer  period,  with  a  single  exception,  than  any  one 
whose  name  is  now  on  its  rolls.  Though  in  recent  years  he 
seldom  attended  its  meetings,  he  took  frequent  occasion  to  ex- 
press his  interest  in  its  prosperity  and  its  work  with  which  he 
was  in  the  fullest  sympathy. 
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But  he  was  not  merely  a  man  of  public  affairs,  devoted  to  the 
politics  of  the  State  and  the  nation.  He  had  an  inner  life  of 
thought  and  sentiment  all  his  own  and  his  whole  nature  was  full 
of  gentleness  and  kindness.  He  was  a  very  genial  companion, 
a  favorite  in  cultivated  society  and  a  votary  of  elegant  litera- 
ture. Several  years  ago  he  became  the  possessor  of  one  of  the 
rarest  collections  of  American  Poetry  extant,  to  which  he  made 
numerous  additions.  His  library  always  contained  the  works 
of  the  best  authors  and  his  home  was  hospitable  and  attractive. 
The  most  eminent  men  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  Cabinet  were 
among  his  intimate  friends  and  the  touching  eulogies  which  have 
just  been  spoken  by  his  fellow-senators  at  the  Capitol,  attest 
alike  the  personal  and  the  public  estimation  in  which  they  held 
him.  Even  the  manner  in  which  he  disposed  of  his  hand- 
some estate  in  his  last  will  and  testament  shows  alike  his 
thoughtful  kindness  for  his  friends  and  his  regard  for  the  insti- 
tutions and  interests  of  his  native  State.  In  addition  to  liberal 
bequests  to  his  relatives,  he  bestowed  generous  gifts  in  token  of 
his  regard  on  nearly  forty  friends  whom  he  mentions  by  name. 
His  collection  of  American  Poetry  he  gave  to  Brown  Univer- 
sity where  it  will  remain  forever  a  memorial  alike  of  his  schol- 
arly tastes  and  of  his  attachment  to  the  place  of  his  education. 
In  addition  to  this  he  gave  to  the  University  $12,500  and  an 
equal  sum  to  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital.  He  left  to  the  city  of 
Providence,  where  he  had  always  lived,  a  reversionary  bequest 
of  $30,000  for  a  public  fountain  and  $3,000  for  prizes  in  the 
public  schools,  and  to  the  Free  Public  Library  his  valuable  col- 
lection of  the  Public  Documents  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  He  also  made  gifts  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
schools  of  Coventry,  his  native  town,  and  for  the  Anthony  Ly- 
ceum established  there. 

In  1838  he  married  Sarah  Aborn,  daughter  of  Christopher 
Rhodes  of  Pawtuxet,  who  died  in  1854,  leaving  no  children. 
This  bereavement  cast  its  shadow  over  all  his  later  life  and  he 
was  henceforth  a  solitary  man.  He  lived  for  his  friends,  for  his 
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public  duties  and  for  the  service  of  the  State.  He  greatly  en- 
joyed his  life  at  Washington  and  his  kindly  relations  with 
Senators  and  could  he  have  chosen  the  manner  of  his  final  de- 
parture, it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  to  die  at  last  at  the 
National  Capital,  and  as  near  as  possible  to  that  legislative 
chamber  in  which  for  twenty-five  years  he  had  shared  in  the 
highest  proceedings  of  the  Government. 

ISAAC  MILES  BULL  died  in  Cornwall,  Conn.,  September  8, 
1884,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  born  in 
Milford,  Conn.,  in  1809,  and  was  the  son  of  Benedict  and 
Elizabeth  (Carrington)  Bull.  In  early  manhood  he  made 
voyages  to  China  under  the  auspices  of  his  uncle  the  late  Ed- 
ward Carrington  of  Providence.  He  at  length  became  a  resi- 
dent merchant  in  Canton  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bull, 
Nye  &  Co.,  and  remained  there  fifteen  years  engaged  in  an 
extensive  China  trade,  which  he  carried  on  with  marked  success. 
On  his  return  to  the  United  States  in  1847  he  settled  in  New 
York  where  he  founded  the  business  firm  of  Bull,  Parkin  &  Co., 
which  was  also  largely  engaged  in  the  China  trade.  Several 
years  later  he  became  an  owner  in  the  Hamlet  Mill  at  Woon- 
socket,  which  had  belonged  to  his  uncle,  and  of  this  he  was  the 
sole  owner  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  proprietorship  of  the 
Hamlet  Mill  led  him  many  years  ago  to  make  his  residence  in 
Providence  where  he  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  those  who  knew 
him.  He  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1881. 

EDWIN  CHANGING  LARNED  .died  at  Lake  Forest,  near  Chi- 
cago, September  18,  1884.  He  was  the  son  of  the  late  John 
S.  Lamed,  and  was  born  in  Providence,  July  14,  1820.  He 
was  educated  at  Brown  University,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1840,  leaving  behind  him  a  bright  record  of  scholarship  and 
character.  On  leaving  college,  he  accepted  and  held  for  a  while 
the  position  of  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Kemper  College, 
near  St.  Louis.  In  1841,  he  returned  to  Providence  and  be- 
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gan  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Hon.  Albert  C. 
Greene.  After  completing  his  professional  studies,  Mr.  Larned 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  Providence ;  but  in  1847  he 
removed  to  Chicago,  and  there  entered  into  partnership  with 
Cyrus  Bentley,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University,  of  the  class  of 
1844.  By  his  talents  and  attainments,  and  the  fine  quality  of  his 
character  he  soon  established  himself  in  his  profession,  and  also 
in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  citizens  of  Chicago  ;  and  dur- 
ing his  long  residence  there,  which  extended  beyond  the  period 
of  an  entire  generation,  the  history  of  his  own  life  in  its  ever 
enlarging  professional  and  public  relations  was  closely  identified 
with  the  remarkable  growth  of  that  great  city  of  the  West. 
He  was  a  man  of  pronounced  anti-slavery  sentiments,  and  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  United  States  District  Attorney, 
he  rendered  valuable  services  in  promoting  the  cause  of  justice 
and  of  freedom.  All  great  enterprises  that  looked  to  the  im- 
provement and  prosperity  of  the  city  of  his  adoption,  in  ad  vane- 
ing  the  interests  of  education,  philanthropy,  morals,  and  religion, 
found  in  him  a  fast  friend  and  an  efficient  supporter.  Especially 
was  he  conspicuous,  during  the  war,  for  his  patriotism  and  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  the  Union.  No  less  conspicuous  were  the 
beneficent  services  which  he  rendered  after  the  calamitous  fire  in 
Chicago,  "in  methodizing  and  carrying  into  effect  the  measures 
that  were  taken  by  the  citizens  of  Chicago,  to  relieve  the  suffer- 
ers, and  to  aid  those,  who  had  seen  all  their  property  swept 
away,  in  getting  upon  their  feet  again,  and  starting  upon  a  new 
career."  From  scenes,  such  as  these,  of  a  professional  and 
public  activity,  alike  useful  and  honorable,  in  which  Mr.  Larned 
had  passed  the  best  years  of  his  life,  he  at  length  withdrew, 
and  came  back  to  Providence  to  spend  such  years  as  might  be 
left  him,  in  his  native  city,  the  home  of  his  boyhood  and  youth, 
and  among  his  kindred  and  his  oldest  friends.  He  had  already 
begun  to  settle  down  in  his  new  Providence  home,  and  with  a 
quiet  satisfaction  to  renew  and  fasten  closer  the  ties  that  bound 
him  to  the  place  of  his  birth  and  his  education,  and  all  the 
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cherished  memories  and  associations  of  his  early  years.  Warmly 
was  he  welcomed  back  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  knew  him  but 
to  honor  and  love  him,  and  who,  from  their  knowledge  of  him, 
counted  in  him  a  valuable  accession  to  our  city,  as  one  eminently 
fitted  by  his  large  intelligence,  and  sound  judgments  and  eleva- 
ted tastes,  by  his  tried  patriotism  and  public  spirit,  and  by  his 
Christian  sentiments  and  character  to  promote  the  highest  and 
best  interests  of  the  community.  But  these  hopes  of  his  friends 
as  of  himself  were  not  to  be  fulfilled.  Too  soon  he  was  visited 
by  symptoms  of  a  malady,  which  plainly  told  him,  that  life  with 
him  was  all  precarious,  and  liable  at  any  moment  to  a  sudden 
termination.  Such  however  was  his  sure  and  firm  Christian  faith, 
that  this  intelligence  seemed  not  to  disturb  his  cheerfulness,  or 
to  abate  his  active  interest  in  all  that  pertained  to  his  daily  du- 
ties. He  left  Providence  in  the  summer  of  1884,  to  visit  his 
son,  Mr.  Walter  C.  Larned,  in  his  home  at  Lake  Forest,  near 
Chicago  ;  and  it  was  there  that  the  fatal  visitation  came  to  him 
of  his  malady,  disease  of  the  heart. 

Mr.  Larned  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society,  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  in  January,  1883.  At  a  meeting  held  in  the  fol- 
lowing March,  he  read  a  most  interesting  and  instructive  lecture 
on  "The  Chicago  Fire,  and  the  Relief  Work." 

Mr.  Larned  was  married,  in  1849,  to  Frances,  daughter  of 
the  late  Hon.  Albert  C.  Greene,  who  survives  him  with  two 
daughters,  and  a  son. 


70 


ERODE    ISLAND   HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


INSTITUTIONS  AND  CORPORATIONS 

FROM  WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED. 


American  Antiquarian  Society,,  Worcester. 

American  Bar  Association,  Philadelphia. 

American  Philosophical  Society,          " 

Anthony,  Henry  B.  Executors  of  his  will,  Prov- 
idence. 

Astor  Library,  New  York  City. 

Berkeley  School,  Providence. 

Bible  Revision  Committee,  New  York. 

Boston  City  Messenger. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Co.,  Boston. 

Boston  Public  Library, 

Boston  Record  Commissioners, 

Bostonian  Society, 

Brooklyn  Public  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brown  University,  Providence. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  102  Chambers  St.,  N.Y. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago. 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.C. 

Congregational  Society  Library,  Boston. 

Copenhagen  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Anti- 
quarians, Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

Davenport  Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Iowa. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah. 

German  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Harvard  University  Theological  Faculty,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Hibernian  Society,  Philadelphia. 

I.  O.  O.  Fellows  Encampment,  R.  I. 

I.  O.  O.  Fellows  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  R.  I. 

Iowa  Historical  Society,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Irrepressible  Society,  Providence. 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore. 

Kansas  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Kan. 

Lincoln  Library,  Trustees  of,  Lincoln,  Mass. 

Lowell  Old  Residents  Historical  Society,  Low- 
ell, Mass. 

Magazine  of  Western  History,  Cleveland,  O. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston. 

Melbourne  Homeopathic  Hospital,  Australia. 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Minnesota  Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Minne- 
apolis. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Min. 

National  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  60  Wall  St.,  N.Y. 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society, 
Boston. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark,  N.  J. 

New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  New  York 
City. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York  City. 

New- York  Meteorological  Observatory,  Cen- 
tral Park. 


New  York  National  Insurance  Co. 

Norwegian  Society  for  Preserving  Antiquities 
Kristiana,  Nor. 

Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

Paris  Ethnographic  Society,  Paris. 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence. 

Providence  City  Clerk,  " 

Providence  City  Government,  Providence. 

Providence  Children's  Friend  Society,  Prov. 

Providence  Female  Charitable  Society,    " 

Providence  Police  Association, 

Providence  Public  Library, 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety, Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia  Women's  College,  Philadelphia. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society,  " 

Rhode  Island  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Historical 
Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  State. 

Rhode  Island  State  Board  of  Health,  Prov. 

Rhode  Island  Women's  Club,  Providence. 

Redwood  Library,  Newport. 

Royal  Historical  Society,  Chandos  St.,  London, 
Eng. 

Royal  National  Society,  London. 

Salem  North  Church,  Salem,  Mass. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

South  Natick  Historical  and  Library  Society, 
Massachusetts. 

St.  Elizabeth  Home,  Providence. 

Tennessee  Historic  Society,  Nashville. 

Tuft's  College,  College  Hill,  Mass. 

Union  Congregational  Society,  Providence. 

United  States  Attorney-General,  Washington, 
D.C. 

United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  Justice,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

United  States  Treasury  Department,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  Interior,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Vermont  State  Historical  Society,  Montpelier. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Va. 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis. 

Women's  Christian  Association,  Providence. 

Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union, 
Providence. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Wyoming  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society, 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


DONATIONS   FROM   PERSONS. 
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PERSONS 


FROM    WHOM   GIFTS    HAVE    BEEN    RECEIVED. 


Akerman  Co.,  Providence. 

Addeman,  J.  M.,        " 

Aiken,  William  H.,  College  Hill,  Ohio. 

Allen,  Miss  Candace,  Providence. 

Aldrich,  Nelson  W.,  " 

A  Friend,  " 

Amory  Thomas  C.,  Boston. 

Angell,  James  B.,  Ann  Harbor,  Mich. 

Angell,  William,  New  York  City. 

Anthony,  Henry  B.,  Providence. 

Arnold,  James  N.,  Hamilton,  R.  I. 

Ashton,  Rev.  Amos  T.,  Gainesville,  N.  Y. 

Bailey,  William  W.,  Providence. 

Baird,  Rev.  Charles  W.,  Rye,  N.  Y. 

Ballou,  Frederic  M.,  Providence. 

Bartlett,  John  R.,  " 

Bartow,  Mowrey  Hale,  New  York  City. 

Bates,  Caleb  G.,  Summit  P.  O.,  Coventry. 

Bicknell,  Thomas  W.,  Boston. 

Birney,  William,  Chicago.  111. 

Boutwell,  Francis  Marion,  Groton,  Mass. 

Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.,  Boston. 

Bradley,  Charles  S.,  Providence. 

Brewster,  Mrs.  J.  M.,        " 

Bucklin,  Mrs.  J.  C., 

Burlingame,  Edward  F.,  172  Broad  St.,  Prov. 

Buttre,  J.  C.,  48  Franklin  St.,  New  York  City. 

Caldwell,  Augustine,  Ipswich,  Mass. 

Carnes,  John  Q.,  Providence. 

Carrington,  Mrs.  C.  C.,  Providence. 

Chace,  Lewis  J., 

Channing,  William  F., 

Chapin,  Dr.  C.  V., 

Clark,  Bishop  Thomas  M.,     " 

Clark,  Rev.  William,  Florence,  Italy. 

Coggeshall,  Mrs.  J.  H.,  Providence. 

Coombs,  H.  M.  &  Co.,  " 

Courtenay,  William  A.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Cullum,  George  W.,  New  York  City. 

Curran,  Henry  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Cross,  Samuel  H.,  Providence. 

Daboll,  David  L.,  " 

Daboll,  William  V., 

Dale,  T.  Nelson,  Boston. 


Darling,  C.  W.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Dean,  John  Ward,  Boston. 

Dean,  Sidney,  Warren. 

Denison,  C.  H.,  New  York  City. 

Denison,  Rev.  Frederic,  Providence. 

Dodge,  James  H.,  Boston. 

Donnell,  E.  J.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Dorr,  Henry  C.,  Wail  St.,  New  York  City. 

Dowe,  Arthur  W.,  Ipswich,  Mass. 

Doyle,  Thomas  A.,  Providence. 

Draper,  Daniel,  Ph.  D.,  New  York  City. 

Draper,  Jonathan  G.,  Providence. 

Drowne,  Henry  T.,  60  Wall  St.,  N.  Y. 

Drowne,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Garden  City,  N.  Y. 

Durfee,  Thomas,  Providence. 

Dyer,  Elisha, 

Eames,  Mrs.  James  H.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Eddy,  George  M.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Eddy,  John,  Providence. 

Eddy,  Rev.  Richard,  Melrose,  Mass. 

Eddy,  Robert  H.,  Boston. 

Eddy,  Miss  Sarah,  Providence. 

Eddy,  William  P.,  351  Classon  St.,  Brooklyn. 

Eliot,  Dr.  Ellsworth,  48  W.  36th  St.,  N.Y.City. 

Ely,  William,  D.,  Providence. 

Everett,  Richmond  P.,    " 

Fisher,  Charles  H.,  M.  D.,  Providence. 

Folsom,  Albert  A.,  Boston. 

Freeman,  E.  L.  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Fryer,  Alfred  C.,  London. 

Gammell,  Asa  Messer,  Providence. 

Gammell,  William,  " 

Goddard,  William, 

Godding,  Alvah  W.,  " 

Goodell,  Abner  Cheney,  Jr.,  Salem,  Moss. 

Goodwin,  Rev.  Daniel,  East  Greenwich. 

Gorton,  Charles,  Providence. 

Greene,  A.  C.  &  Co.,     " 

Greene,  George  H.,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Greene,  Paul,  Providence. 

Greene,  William  R.,  Providence. 

Green,  Arnold, 

Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston. 

Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Providence. 
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Hall,  Mrs.  Emily  A.,  Providence. 

Hall,  Joseph  D.,  Jr., 

Hammond,  B.  B.,  " 

Harris,  George  W.,  East  Providence. 

Hartwell,  Edgar  H.,  28  West  St.,  N.  Y. 

Hersey,  Dr.  George  D.,  Providence. 

Hill,  Thomas  J., 

Hilton,  William  D., 

Holbrook,  Albert,  " 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  Boston. 

Howland,  John  A.,  Providence. 

Hoyt,  David  W., 

Hubbard,  L.  H.,  80  Wall  St.,  N.  Y. 

Huling,  Ray  G.,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Jencks,  Albert  V.,  Providence. 

Jencks,  Charles  W., 

Jones,  Augustine,  " 

Jones,  Charles  C.,  Augusta,  Ga. 

King,  William  Dehon,  Berkeley,  Mass. 

Knowles,  William,  Providence. 

Lamb,  Mrs.  Martha  J.,  New  York  City. 

Larned,  Charles,  Boston. 

Leavitt,  George  A.,  New  York  City 

Leggett,  Richard  J.,  83  Chambers  St.,  N.  Y. 

Lester,  John  Erastus,  Providence. 

Little,  Mrs.  Sophia,  " 

Lock  wood,  Mrs.  Amos  D.,    " 

Luther, ,  East  Providence. 

Luther,  Mrs.  Hannah,  Bristol. 

Maine,  Rev  A.  E.,  Westerley. 

Mason,  George  C.,  Newport. 

Mason,  Stephen  G.,  Providence. 

Mauran,  E.  C.,  " 

Mauran,  James  E.,  Newport. 

Meader,  Lewis  H.,  Warren. 

Moore,  Charles  B.,  New  York  City. 

Morrill,  Triphena  L.,  Providence. 

Morton,  Marcus  W.,  " 

Mowry,  William  A.,  Boston. 

Nickerson,  A.  D.,  Salem,  Mass. 

Nightingale,  Samuel  A.,  Providence 

Nightingale,  William  G.,         " 

Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Osgood,  Mrs.  Samuel,  118  W.  nth  St.,  N.  Y. 

City. 

Pabodie,  Benjamin  F.,  Providence. 
Paine,  George  T.,  " 

Palmer,  E.  J.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Parsons,  Charles  W.,  M.  D.,  Providence. 


Peck,  Dr.  George  B.,  Providence. 

Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  " 

Perry,  Amos, 

Perry,  Rev.  Henry  G.,  Chicago. 

Perry,  (Bishop)  Wiliam  S.,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Peet,  Rev.  Stephen  D.,  Clinton,  Wis. 

Phillips,  Henry  C.,  Jr.,  Philadelphia. 

Pope,  Albert  A.,  Boston. 

Porter,  Rev.  E.  H.,  Pawtucket. 

Poyot,  Upham  &  Co.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Preble,  George  H.,  Rear  Admiral,  Brookline, 

Mass. 

Randall,  C.  D.,  Coldwater,  Mich. 
Rawles,  Francis.  402  Chestnut  St.,  Philadel'a. 
Reid,  J.  A.  &  R.  A.,  Providence. 
Rhodes,  Edward  S.,  " 

Rider,  Sidney  S., 

Rice,  Franklin  P.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Roberts,  Moses,  Woonsocket. 
Rose,  R.  H.,  Princeton,  N.  J. 
Sanborn,  John  P.,  Newport. 
Schonwalder,  Dr.  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 
Scull,  G.  D.,  Oxford,  Eng. 
Shaw,  James,  Providence. 
Sheffield,  William  P.,  Newport, 
Shepard,  Mrs.  Thomas  P.,  Providence. 
Smith,  Elbridge,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
Snow,  Edwin  M.,  Providence. 
Staples,  Rev.  C.  A.,  Lexington. 
Steere,  Henry  J.,  Providence. 
Stockwell,  George  A.,  Providence. 
Stockwell,  J.  C.,  25  Ann  St.,  New  York. 
Titus,  Rev.  Anson,  Amesbury,  Mass. 
Thornton,  Edward,  Providence. 
Tourtellot,  L.  C.,  Woonsocket. 
Walcott,  George  S.,  Providence. 
Walker,  John  P.,  Providence. 
Watson,  S.  M.,  Portland,  Me. 
Webb,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Providence. 
Weeden,  Stephen  R.  " 

Weeden,  William  B.,  " 

Wheaton,  James,  M.  D.,  Pawtucket. 
White,  Addison  H.,  Providence. 
Whittemore,  David  R.,         " 
Willard,  George  O.,  Providence. 
Winthrop,  Robert  C.,  Boston. 
Wood,  Amasa,  Webster,  Mass. 
Woodbury,  Rev.  Augustus,  Providence. 


RESIDENT   MEMBERS. 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS.  — 1885. 


ELECTED. 

1874.  Addeman,  Joshua  M. 

1874.  Aldrich,  Nelson  W. 

1875.  Ames,  William 
1885.  Andrews,  Elisha  B. 

1876.  Angell,  Edwin  G. 
1836.  Anthony,  Henry  B.* 

1 880.  Anthony,  John  B. 

1875.  Aplin,  Charles 
1885.  Arnold,  Fred.  A. 

1881.  Arnold,  James  N. 

1874.  Arnold,  Olney 

1877.  Arnold,  Stephen  H. 
1881.  Austin,  John  Osborne 
1853.  Bailey,  William  M. 
1881.  Bailey,  Richard  Arnold 
1881.  Baker,  David  S.,  Jr. 
1884.  Ballou,  Ariel 

1883.  Ballou,  Frederick  M. 

1884.  Ballou,  Latimer  W. 
1872.  Barrows,  Edwin 
1831.  Bartlett,  John  R. 

1876.  Barton,  Robert 
1879.  Barton,  William  T. 
1883.  Bates,  Isaac  C. 
1858.  Binney,  William 

1878.  Bogman,  Edward  Y. 
1881.  Bradley,  Charles 
1846.  Bradley,  Charles  S. 
1870.  Brinley,  Francis 
1883.  Brown,  D.  Russell 
1883.  Brown,  H.  Martin 

1875.  Brown  John  A. 
1857.  Brown,  Welcome  O. 

1876.  Bugbee,  James  H. 
1881.  Bull,  Isaac  M.* 
1878.  Bull,  Samuel  T. 


ELECTED. 

1884.  Bullock,  J.  Russell 

1884.  Burdick,  James 

1878.  Burrough,  Frank  M. 
1859.  Calder,  George  B. 
1880.  Campbell,  Daniel  G. 

1876.  Campbell,  Horatio  N. 

1873.  Carpenter,  Charles  E. 

1874.  Carpenter,  Francis  W. 
1874.  Caswell,  Edward  T. 
1857.  Chambers,  Robert  B. 

1879.  Chace,  Lewis  J. 

1880.  Chace,  Jonathan 
1880.  Chace,  Julian  A. 
1868.  Chace,  Thomas  W. 

1883.  Child,  Charles  H. 

1884.  Chapin,  Charles  V. 

1873.  Claflin,  George  L. 
1880.  Clarke,  E.  Webster 
1878.  Clarke,  James  M. 

1878.  Clark,  Thomas  M. 

1879.  Clarke,  William  E. 

1880.  Coats,  James 

1877.  Codman,  Arthur  Amory 

1885.  Collins,  George  L.,  Jr. 
1879.  Colt,  LeBaron  B. 
1879.  Colt,  Samuel  P. 
1872.  Congdon,  Johns  H. 

1874.  Cranston,  Henry  C. 
1877.  Cranston,  George  K. 

1881.  Cranston,  James  E. 
1881.  Cressy,  Oliver  S. 
1883.  Cross,  Samuel  H. 
1879.  Cross,  William  J. 
1876.  Cushman,  Henry  I. 
1881.  Danielson  George  W.* 
1881.  Day,  Daniel 


*Deceased. 
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1874.  Day,  Daniel  E. 
1871.  Dean,  Sidney 
1881.  DeWolf,  John  J. 

1881.  Dixon,  Nathan  F. 
1877.  Doringh,  Charles  H.  R. 
1877.  Dorrance,  Samuel  R. 

1882.  Douglas,  William  W. 
1851.  Doyle,  Thomas  A. 

1875.  Dunnell,  William  Wanton 

1877.  Durfee,  Charles  S. 

1849.  Durfee,  Thomas 
1838.  Dyer,  Elisha 

1873.  Eames,  Benjamin  T. 
1856.  Ely,  James  W.  C. 
1862.  Ely,  William  D. 
1858.  Everett,  Richmond  P. 

1874.  Fairbrother,  Henry  L. 
1882.  Farnum,  Alexander  * 

1876.  Fay,  Henry  H. 

1882.  Fisher,  Addison  Q. 

1878.  Fisher,  Charles  H. 
1885.  Fitzgerald,  O.  Edward 
1881.  Foster,  William  E. 
1881.  Furse,  Edmund 
1855.  Gammell,  Asa  Messer 

1875.  Gammell,  Robert  Ives 
1844.  Gammell,  William 

1884.  Gammell,  William,  Jr. 
1875.  Gardner,  Henry  W. 

1885.  George,  Charles  H. 

1880.  Goddard,  Francis  W. 

1881.  Goddard,  Moses  B.  I. 

1850.  Goddard,  William 
1878.  Godding,  Alvah  W. 

1883.  Goodwin,  Daniel 

1875.  Grant,  Henry  T. 
1881.  Greene,  Daniel  H. 

1878.  Greene,  Edward  A. 

1876.  Greene,  Henry  L. 
1874.  Greene,  Simon  Henry 

1877.  Greene,  W.  Maxwell 

1879.  Greer,  David  H. 
1888.  Gregory,  Harry 


ELECTED. 

1872.  Grosvenor,  William 

1872.  Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 

1882.  Hall,  Jennison  C. 

1878.  Hall,  Robert 
1881.  Ham,  Benjamin  W. 

1879.  Hammond,  B.  B. 

1878.  Harkness,  Albert 
1874.  Harrington,  Henry  A. 

1884.  Harris,  William  A. 

1883.  Harson,  M.  Joseph 
1871.  Hazard,  Rowland 

1881.  Hersey,  George  D. 

1873.  Hidden,  Henry  A. 

1873.  Hidden,  James  C. 

1874.  Hill,  Thomas  J. 
1874.  Holbrook,  Albert 
1871.  Hoppin,  Frederic  S. 
1874.  Hopkins,  William  H. 

1880.  Hoppin,  William  W. 

1885.  Horton,  Henry  A. 

1880.  Howard,  Albert  C. 
1843.  Howland,  John  A. 

1882.  Hoyt,  David  W. 

1882.  Jackson,  W.  F.  B. 
1867.  Jencks,  Albert  V. 

1879.  Jillson,  Charles  D. 

1881.  Johnson,  Joseph  C. 
1885.  Johnson,  Oliver 
1874.  Johnson,  William  S. 

1880.  Jones,  Augustine 

1883.  Kendall,  Hiram 
1880.  Kenyon,  James  S. 
1876.  Kimball,  James  M. 

1884.  King,  W.  Dehon 

1885.  King,  George  G. 
1885.  King,  LeRoy 
1883.  Klapp,  Lyman 
1879.  Knight,  Edward  B. 
1883.  Ladd,  Herbert  W. 
1885.  Lamb,  Estus 
1883.  Lamed,  Edwin  C.* 
1869.  Lester,  John  Erastus 
1879.  Lincoln,  John  L. 


*Deceased. 
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1880.  Lippitt,  Christopher 
1878.  Lippitt,  Charles  Warren 

1872.  Lippitt,  Henry 

1881.  Liscomb,  William  S. 
1881.  Littlefield,  Alfred  H. 

1873.  Lyman,  Daniel  W. 
1877.  Mason,  Earl  Philip 
1877.  Mason,  Eugene  W. 

1877.  Mason,  George  C. 
1884.  Mason,  George  C.,  Jr. 
1881.  Mason,  John  H. 

1878.  Mauran,  Edward  C. 

1878.  Mauran,  James  E. 
1883.  Meader,  Lewis  H. 

1876.  Metcalf,  Henry  B.,  Paw'ket. 

1875.  Miller,  Augustus  S. 

1881.  Miner,  Francis  W. 

1876.  Moulton,  Sullivan 

1874.  Mowry,  William  G.  R. 

1877.  Munro,  Bennett  J. 

1882.  Munroe,  Oliver  B. 
1880.  Nichols,  Amos  G. 

1876.  Nickerson,  Edward  I. 
1874.  Nightingale,  George  C.,  Jr. 
1880.  Noyes,  Samuel  M. 

1879.  Olney,  George  H. 

1883.  Olney,  James  H. 
1862.  Ormsbee,  John  Spurr 

1878.  Owen,  Smith 

1870.  Pabodie,  Benjamin  F. 

1874.  Paige,  Charles  F. 

1883.  Parkhurst.  Charles  H. 
1847.  Parsons,  Charles  W. 

1875.  Parsons,  Henry  L. 

1877.  Pearce,  Edward  D. 

1884.  Peck,  Ira  B. 

1849.  Peckham,  Samuel  W. 

1875.  Pegram,  John  C. 

1880.  Peirce,  J.  Lewis 
1858.  Perry,  Amos 
1880.  Perry,  Marsden  J. 
1874.  Persons,  Benjamin  W. 
1873.  Phillips,  Theodore  W. 


ELECTED. 

1883.  Pierce,  George  A. 

1878.  Porter,  Emery  H, 

1876.  Rawson,  Henry  M. 
1874.  Richardson,  Erastus 

1877.  Richmond,  Walter 
1881.  Roelker,  William  G. 
1866.  Rogers,  Horatio 
1885.  Root,  James  P. 
1856.  Sabin,  Charles 
1881.  Sackett,  Frederick  M. 
1877.  Seabury,  Frederick  N. 
1877.  Seagrave,  Caleb 

1874.  Shedd,  J.  Herbert 

1881.  Sheffield,  William  P.,  Jr. 
1885.  Sheldon,  Nicholas 

1879.  Shepley,  George  L. 

1876.  Sherman,  Robert 

1880.  Simmons,  W.  Seabury 

1877.  Slater,  Horatio  N.,  Jr. 
1883.  Slater,  John  W. 
1883.  Slicer,  Thomas  R. 

1882.  Smith,  Charles  H. 

1875.  Smith,  Edwin  A. 
1869.  South  wick,  Isaac  H. 
1885.  Southwick,  Isaac  H.,  Jr. 
1874.  Spencer,  Gideon  L. 

1876.  Spencer,  Joel  M. 

1880.  Spicer,  William  A. 

1881.  Spooner,  Henry  J. 

1877.  Stanhope,  Frederick  A. 
1869.  Staples,  William 

1878.  Starkweather,  Joseph  U. 
1868.  Steere,  Henry  J. 

1879.  Stiness,  John  H. 

1880.  Stockwell,  Thomas  B. 

1881.  Stone,  Alfred 

1883.  Stone,  Waterman 
1856.  Taft,  Royal  C. 
1883.  Talbot,  Frederick 
1874.  Taylor,  Charles  F. 
1881.  Thomas,  Charles  L. 
1873.  Thurston,  Benjamin  F. 
1881.  Tilley,  R.  Hammett 
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1878.  Tillinghast,  James 

1875.  Trippe,  Samuel  G. 

1874.  Turner,  Henry  E. 

1883.  Vernon,  Joseph  Peace 

1883.  Vernon,  Thomas 
1881.  Vose,  James  G. 
1874.  Wales,  Samuel  H. 

1884.  Walton,  William  A. 
1861.  Waterman,  Rufus 
1878.  Watson,  Arthur  H. 
1868.  Weeden,  William  B. 


ELECTED. 

1868.  Westcott,  Amasa  S. 

1884.  White,  Stillman 

1881.  White,  Zebulon  L. 

1874.  Whitford,  George  W. 

1884.  Wightman,  Augustus  A. 

1884.  Wilber,  Joshua 

1884.  Williams,  Alfred  M. 
1881.  Williams,  Zephaniah 

1885.  Winsor,  Richard  B. 
1876.  Woods,  Marshall 
1885.  Wyman,  John  C. 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 


1872.  George  T.  Paine,  Providence. 

1872.  Henry  T.  Beckwith,  Providence. 

1872.  William  Greene,*  Warwick. 

1872.  Rowland  G.  Hazard,  South  Kingstown. 

1872.  Holder  Borden  Bowen,  Providence. 

1872.  Amasa  M.  Eaton,  Providence. 

1873.  James  Y.  Smith,*  Providence. 

1873.  Jarvis  B.  Swan,  Providence. 

1874.  Benjamin  G.  Pabodie,*  Providence. 

1875.  Albert  G.  Angell,*  Providence. 

1876.  William  Ely,  Providence. 

1877.  Hezekiah  Conant,  Pawtucket. 
1879.  Samuel  G.  Arnold,*  Portsmouth. 
1879.  Amos  D.  Lockwood,*  Providence. 

1879.  Royal  Woodward,*  Albany,  N.  Y. 

1880.  Charles  Gorton,  Providence. 
1880.  John  P.  Walker,  Providence. 
1880.  Alexander  Duncan,  England. 
1883.  John  P.  Mumford,  Providence. 

1883.  Thomas  P.  I.  Goddard,  Providence. 

1884.  Henry  G.  Russell,  Providence. 

1885.  William  G.  Weld,  Newport. 
1885.  John  Nicholas  Brown,  Newport. 
1885.  George  Peabody  Wetmore,  Newport. 

*Deceased. 
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CORRESPONDING    MEMBERS. 

Elected  since  the  Annual  Meeting,  January,  1884. 


1884.  Abner  C.  Goodell,  Jr.,  Salem,  Mass. 

1884.  Alpheus  S.  Hubbard,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

1885.  Prof.  Franklin  B.  Dexter,  New  Haven,  Ct. 
1885.  Peter  B.  Olney,  New  York  City. 
1885.  Richard  Olney,  Boston. 

1885.  William  A.  Mowry,  Boston. 

1885.  Albert  A.  Folsom,  Boston. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


RHODE   ISLAND   HISTORICAL   SOCIETY, 

1885-86. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  January  27,  1885  Professor 
Albert  Harkness  read  a  paper  on  "Athens  in  the  age  of  Peri- 
cles," illustrated  by  maps  and  diagrams. 

At  a  meeting  held  February  10,  1885  Mrs  Martha  J.  Lamb 
of  New  York  city  read  a  paper  on  "The  Framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  24,  1885  the  Rev.  James  M. 
Taylor  of  Providence  read  a  paper  on  "The  Influence  of  the 
Crusaders  in  European  history." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  10,  1885  the  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Sta- 
ples of  Lexington,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  social  and 
religious  life  of  a  country  town  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  years 
ago,"  having  especial  reference  to  the  town  of  Lexington.  The 
subject  was  further  discussed  by  Mr  Alfred  Stone,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  R.  Slicer  and  the  President. 

At  a  meeting  held  March  24,  1885  the  Hon.  Thomas  Dur- 
fee,  Chief- Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island,  read 
a  paper  on  "The  Transcendental  Movement  in  New  England  a 
half-century  ago."  The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Pro- 
fessor John  L.  Lincoln  and  the  President. 
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At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  April  7,  1885  the  Librarian 
reported  that  there  had  been  received  during  the  past  quarter 
116  bound  volumes,  330  pamphlets  and  13  unclassified  objects 
such  as  engravings,  manuscripts  and  historical  memorials.  A 
letter  was  received  from  the  Hon.  William  A.  Courtenay  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  presenting  a  heliotype  copy  of  the 
Great  Seal  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina  with  fac  simile 
copies  of  their  autograph  signatures,  and  the  thanks  of  the  So- 
ciety were  desired  to  be  returned  to  Mr  Courtenay.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Publications  laid  before  the  Society  a  communication 
from  the  New  Haven  Colonial  Historical  Society  regarding  the 
proposed  publication  of  the  Diary  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles, 
part  of  which  relates  to  Rhode  Island  history ;  and  the  commu- 
nication was  referred  to  the  same  committee  with  power  to  act. 
Messrs.  John  P.  Walker,  David  S.  Baker,  Jr.,  Henry  T.  Beck- 
with,  James  E.  Cranston  and  Richmond  P.  Everett  were 
appointed  a  committee  with  power  to  arrange  for  a  field-day 
during  the  month  of  June.  Mr  George  M.  Carpenter,  the 
Rev.  James  M.  Taylor  and  Mr  Daniel  Berkeley  Updike  of 
Providence  and  Mr  Harold  Brown  of  Newport  were  elected  res- 
ident members.  The  President  read  a  biographical  sketch  of 
Isaac  Miles  Bull,*  which  was  received  too  late  to  be  printed  in 
the  Proceedings  of  last  year. 

At  the  meeting  held  April  21,  1885  Professor  Elisha  B.  An- 
drews read  a  paper  on  "The  Founding  of  the  English  State." 
The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  the  Hon.  Charles  S.  Brad- 
ley, the  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Thurston  and  the  President. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  July  7,  1885  the  Secretary 
laid  before  the  Society  a  communication  from  the  Hon.  Elisha 
Dyer  respecting  the  proposed  publication  of  certain  papers  which 
had  been  given  to  Mr  Dyer  by  Mr  Charles  Danforth  with  the 
understanding  that  they  should  be  printed ;  and  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications.  The 


*The  paper  is  printed  in  this  volume  under  the  head  of  "Necrology." 
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Librarian  reported  that  there  had  been  received  during  the  past 
quarter  148  bound  volumes,  445  pamphlets  and  34  miscellaneous 
objects.  Mr  John  P.  Walker  reported  that  the  sum  of$B3() 
had  been  collected  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  as 
a  Publication  Fund ;  and  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  ex- 
tended to  Mr  Walker  for  his  valuable  service  in  this  matter. 
Mr  Walker  also  reported  regarding  the  field-day -which  was  held 
at  Wickford.  The  Hon.  Charles  H.  Page  of  Scituate  was 
elected  a  resident  member  and  Mr  Albert  J.  Jones  of  Rome, 
Italy,  and  Mr  Samuel  Briggs  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  were  elected 
corresponding  members.  Messrs.  Barnabas  B.  Hammond,  Ho- 
ratio Rogers,  John  P.  Walker,  William  Staples  and  Isaac  H. 
Southwick  were  appointed  a  committee  to  devise  a  plan  for  the 
observance  of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Provi- 
dence. The  President,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  George  L.  Collins, 
presented  to  the  Society  a  manuscript  paper  entitled  "An  Ac- 
count of  the  Malignant,  Remitting,  Bilious,  or  Yellow  Fever, 
in  Providence  from  1791  to  1797  inclusive,  with  Miscellaneous 
Notes  and  Observations  by  Moses  Brown." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  October  b',  1885  a  communi- 
cation was  received  from  the  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiqua- 
rians at  Copenhagen  announcing  the  death  on  the  15th  of  August 
last  of  J.  J.  A.  Worsaee,  the  distinguished  Vice-President  of 
that  society.  The  Librarian  reported  that  there  had  been  re- 
ceived during  the  past  quarter  89  bound  volumes,  392  pamph- 
lets and  92  miscellaneous  objects.  The  special  committee 
appointed  at  the  last  quarterly  meeting  to  devise  a  plan  for  the 
observance  of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Provi- 
dence reported  progress  ;  whereupon  the  committee  were  au- 
thorized to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  City  Council  of 
Providence  and  cooperate  with  them  in  regard  to  a  plan  for  the 
celebration.  The  following  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  this  society  learns  with  satisfaction  that  its 
respected  member  Mr  John  Osborn  Austin  is  engaged  in  the 
preparation  of  a  Genealogical  Dictionary,  embracing  sketches 
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of  the  first  three  or  four  generations  of  the  families  which 
settled  within  the  present  limits  of  Rhode  Island  before  1690. 
Resolved,  That  having  confidence  in  Mr  Austin's  ability  to 
produce  work  creditable  to  himself  and  useful  to  genealogical 
students,  this  society  recommends  his  enterprise  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  public. 

Messrs.  William  A.  Tucker  and  Richard  S.  Hovvland  of 
Providence  were  elected  resident  members. 

At  the  meeting  held  November  3,  1885  the  President  read  a 
paper*  on  "The  Huguenots  and  the  Edict  of  Nantes,"  and  the 
subject  was  further  discussed  by  the  Rev.  Dr  James  G.  Vose. 

At  the  meeting  held  November  17,  1885  Professor  John  L. 
Lincoln  read  a  paper  prepared  by  Miss  Esther  Bernon  Carpen- 
ter of  South  Kingstown  on  "The  Huguenot  Influence  in  Rhode 
Island."f 

At  the  meeting  held  December  1,  1885  Mr  Amasa  M.  Eaton 
read  a  paper  on  "French  Spoliation  Claim  and  Rhode  Island 
Claimants."! 

At  the  meeting  held  December  15,  1885  Mr  Carl  W.  Ernst 
of  Boston  read  a  paper  on  "The  Honorable  History  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  International  Law, 
with  special  reference  to  Henry  Wheaton."  The  Hon.  Abraham 
Payne  read  a  paper  giving  a  sketch  of  the  personal  and  social 
life  and  character  of  Mr  Wheaton.  The  Hon.  Charles  S.  Brad- 
ley and  the  President  made  brief  addresses  pertinent  to  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Mr  Wheaton. 

At  the  meeting  held  December  29,  1885  Mr  George  C.  Ma- 
son, jr.,  of  Newport  read  a  paper  on  "Apprenticeship  and  the 
Manual  Training  System." 


*The  paper  has  been  published  in  accordance  witli  the  request  of  the  Society. 
fThe  paper  is  printed  in  this  volume, 
t'l'his  paper  has  been  elsewhere  published. 


PROCEEDINGS . 

The  sixty-fourth  annual  meeting  was  held  January  12,  1886, 
the  President  in  the  chair. 

Reports  were  presented  by  the  Treasurer,  the  Committee  on 
Building  and  Grounds,  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications  and  Messrs.  Mason,  Meader  and  Porter 
of  the  Procurators. 

Messrs.  Richard  Aldrich,  Joseph  Dews,  James  A.  Reid, 
Walter  B.  Swartz,  Fred  I.  Marcy,  Welcome  A.  Greene,  Dan- 
iel R.  Ballou  and  Richard  W.  Comstock  were  elected  resident 
members. 

The  President  read  his  annual  address,  and  the  same,  and  the 
reports  of  officers  and  committees,  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications. 

It  was  voted  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  be  assessed  on  each 
resident  member  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

It  was  voted  that  live  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings  be 
published,  to  include  the  papers  of  President  Gammell  on  "The 
Huguenots  and'  the  Edict  of  Nantes"  and  of  Miss  Esther  Bernon 
Carpenter  on  ''The  Huguenot  Influence  in  Rhode  Island,"  pro- 
vided the  whole  expense  of  the  publication  do  not  exceed  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars.* 

The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 
The  names  of  the  officers  are  printed  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


*The  paper  of  the  President  has  been' separately  published      The  paper  of  Miss  Carpenter  is 
printed  in  this  volume. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society : — 

In  accordance  with  established  usage,  you  will  expect  me  to 
present  to  you  a  brief  statement  of  the  \vork  and  progress  of 
the  Society  during  the  year  which  is  now  closing.  There  have 
been  very  few  changes  or  incidents  of  any  kind  of  much  impor- 
tance, and  many  of  these  will  be  set  forth  in  the  reports  of  the 
standing  committees.  The  number  of  volumes  pamphlets  and 
documents  of  various  kinds  which  has  been  added  to  our  collec- 
tion is  2262,  of  which  429  were  bound  volumes,  1666  were 
pamphlets  and  167  were  miscellaneous.  This  number  is  con- 
siderably smaller  than  that  reported  in  either  of  the  two  years 
immediately  preceding.  In  both  those  years,  however,  the  So- 
ciety was  the  recipient  of  special  benefactions.  It  does  not  now 
vary  in  any  considerable  degree  from  the  average  of  other  recent 
years.  We  still  invite  the  people  of  the  State  who  may  be  in 
possession  of  articles  of  historical  interest  or  value  to  deposit 
them  in  the  charge  of  the  Society.  Thus,  and  thus  alone,  will 
they  be  sure  to  be  preserved  for  any  future  public  or  private 
use  which  they  may  be  fitted  to  subserve.  To  receive  such  ar- 
ticles of  every  kind  and  to  preserve  them  for  the  purposes  I  have 
indicated,  is  one  of  the  leading  objects  for  which  this  Society 
was  formed  and  which  it  is  striving  to  accomplish.  Its  represen- 
tives  are  therefore  always  glad  to  receive  not  only  everything  that 
may  serve  as  material  for  our  local  history,  but  everything  that 
may  throw  light  upon  it  ever  so  indirectly,  everything  that  may 
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assist  in  studying  it  in  any  of  its  departments.  We  shall  be 
glad  to  gather  in  our  Cabinet  building  not  only  materials  and 
aids  for  explaining  the  history  of  every  part  of  Rhode  Island, 
but  to  make  it,  so  far  as  practicable,  a  historical  museum  in 
which  are  collected  curious  relics  of  all  former  generations. 

Commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  important  work 
of  cataloguing,  numbering  and  placing  on  shelves  the  large  ac- 
cumulations which  have  long  been  gathering  at  the  Cabinet. 
This  work  was  begun,  according  to  the  system  now  in  use, 
more  than  five  years  ago.  It  has  been  diligently  prosecuted 
from  that  time  to  the  present  by  the  Librarian,  Mr.  Perry  and 
his  assistant,  Mr.  Smith.  A  large  part  of  the  books,  pamph- 
lets and  materials  of  all  kinds  have  been  arranged  and  cata- 
logued till  the  existing  shelf-room  for  receiving  them  is  nearly 
filled.  The  work  in  consequence  must  soon  be  suspended,  or 
at  best  carried  on  in  some  modified  form,  till  we  are  able  to  ex- 
tend our  shelves.  Its  suspension,  I  need  not  say,  would  be  a 
detriment  to  the  work  and  even  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
Society  of  very  serious  import ;  for  it  would  delay  the  labor  of 
putting  the  remainder  of  our  books,  papers  and  manuscripts, 
many  of  them  of  great  value,  in  a  condition  in  which  they  could 
be  consulted  or  in  any  way  used  for  historical  purposes.  It 
would  be  an  admission  on  our  part  that  we  are  no  longer  able  to 
provide  suitable  places  of  deposit  or  catalogues  for  the  articles  that 
may  be  sent  to  us  for  perpetual  preservation  and  for  use.  This 
would  be  an  admission  unbecoming  an  association  of  highminded 
men.  I  do  not  mean  to  convey  the  impression  that  we  are  not 
able  to  receive  at  the  Cabinet  all  that  may  be  sent  to  us,  and  to 
keep  it  all  in  safety.  This  we  certainly  can  do  till  all  the  space 
under  our  roof  is  occupied  in  one  way  or  another.  But  this 
would  be  very  tar  from  the  true  idea  of  the  Cabinet  of  a  histor- 
ical society.  To  solicit  the  contribution  of  materials  for  history 
and  to  accept  them  when  they  are  brought  to  us,  is  only  the 
smallest  part  of  what  is  rightly  expected  of  us.  We  enter,  as 
it  were,  into  an  agreement  not  only  to  receive  and  acknowledge 
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and  give  them  house  room,  but  also  to  keep  them  in  such  con- 
dition as  will  allow  them  to  be  inspected,  consulted  or  used  when 
the  occasion  may  require.  To  fail  in  this  would  obviously  be  to 
fail  in  the  obligations  which  we  assume  when  we  accept  the  gifts 
of  others.  We  immediately  become  trustees  of  what  we  thus  re- 
ceive, and  we  bind  ourselves  to  fulfill  the  special  conditions  in 
accordance  with  which  such  deposits  are  made. 

At  former  annual  meetings,  as  well  as  on  other  occasions,  I 
have  fully  expressed  my  appreciation  of  the  necessity  of  enlarged 
accommodations,  such  as  are  required  for  the  fulfillment  of  the 
obligations  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  for  all  its  interests.  An 
enlargement  of  the  Cabinet  building,  I  think,  has  become  indis- 
sensable,  unless  we  are  ready  to  abandon  the  position  which  we 
have  aspired  to  occupy.  If,  however,  this  is  deemed  impracti- 
cable at  the  present  time,  I  think  that  some  temporary  readjust- 
ment of  our  present  space  should  immediately  be  made  that  will 
enable  us  properly  to  put  in  order  and  to  catalogue  all  the  arti- 
cles now  in  our  possession  or  likely  soon  to  be  received  by  us. 
Materials  for  history,  piled  miscellaneously  in  our  galleries,  are 
undoubtedly  in  a  safer  condition  than  when  in  private  hands,  but 
they  are  certainly  not  more  useful.  They  are  not  so  cared  for  or 
so  prepared  for  being  consulted,  as  to  fulfill  even  the  most  mod- 
erate expectations  of  those  who  bring  them  to  us.  I  therefore 
take  the  liberty  to  recommend  that  some  suitable  action  be  im- 
mediately taken  as  to  this  whole  subject,  as  one  that  concerns 
the  responsibility  and  the  honor  of  the  Society. 

In  no  preceding  year,  as  I  am  informed,  have  our  collections 
been  so  largely  resorted  to  for  purposes  of  historical  inquiry. 
This  is  especially  true  in  the  department  of  genealogy,  in  which 
our  large  collections  are  found  to  be  exceedingly  useful.  The 
practical  interest  in  this  class  of  inquiries  is  constantly  increas- 
ing, for  interest  in  ancestry  is  always  the  result  of  progress  in 
civilization.  Intelligent  people  everywhere  are  beginning  to  in- 
quire into  the  origin  and  descent  of  the  families  to  which  they 
belong.  This  is  no  dictate  of  family  pride,  still  less  of  personal 
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pretension,  but  a  natural  impulse  of  every  thoughtful  and  liberal 
mind.  No  better  illustration  of  this  could  be  desired  than  is 
to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  an  accomplished  New  England  mas- 
ter in  this  class  of  inquiries,  Mr.  Henry  F.  Waters,  has  gone  to 
reside  in  London  for  the  special  purpose  of  tracing  in  English 
record  offices,  the  history  of  American  families  of  English  de- 
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scent.  Nor  can  I  forbear  to  express  the  high  appreciation  in 
which  I  hold  the  labors  of  our  associate,  Mr.  J.  O.  Austin,  who 
has  been  long  engaged  in  preparing  an  elaborate  work,  soon  to 
be  published  in  two  quarto  volumes,  and  to  be  entitled  "The 
Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island  ;  Comprising  Three 
Generations  of  the  Settlers  who  came  before  1690."  I  have 
carefully  examined  the  plan  of  the  work  and  the  specimen  pages 
which  are  set  forth  in  the  prospectus,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  it 
will  prove  to  be  not  only  a  complete  account  of  the  families  it  is 
designed  to  embrace,  but  also  a  very  important  compilation  of 
materials  for  the  history  of  the  State  during  the  period  to  which  it 
relates.  The  annotations  by  the  compiler,  of  which  specimens 
are  given,,  abound  in  matters  of  curious  interest  that  illustrate 
what  were  the  most  common  forms  of  property,  the  methods  of 
business  and  the  modes  of  settling  estates,  in  the  period  which  it 
embraces.  The  character  of  the  work  recalls  the  "Genealogical 
Dictionary  of  New  England,"  by  the  late  Mr.  James  Savage  ; 
but  being  limited  to  our  little  State,  it  will  comprise  a  far  larger 
variety  of  details  in  connection  with  each  family  name.  I  hope 
it  will  be  as  useful  in  the  family  history  of  early  Rhode  Island 
as  the  work  of  Mr.  Savage  has  been  in  that  of  early  New 
England. 

On  the  9th  of  June  many  members  of  the  Society,  with  ladies 
in  their  company,  made  an  excursion  to  North  Kingstown,  for 
the  purpose  of  A'isiting  the  spots  of  historical  interest  in  that 
ancient  part  of  the  State.  Among  those  who  joined  in  the  ex- 
cursion were  ex-Governor  Littlefield  and  His  Excellency  Govern- 
or Wetmore.  The  company  proceeded  by  steamer  to  Wickford, 
and  were  conveyed  in  carriages  to  a  number  of  spots  whose 
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names  are  mentioned  in  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  Narragan- 
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sett  country.  Among  these  I  can  only  mention  the  ancient  St. 
Paul's  Church,  now  standing  in  the  village  of  Wickford  ;  the 
site  of  the  blockhouse,  built  and  owned  by  Roger  Williams 
and  Richard  Smith,  a  portion  of  which  was  wrought  into  the 
construction  of  the  interesting  mansion  now  standing  on  the  site  ; 
a  singular  formation  in  a  rock  known  as  Devil's  Foot,  mentioned 
in  the  letters  of  Mr.  Williams  :  the  site  of  another  ancient  block- 
house on  the  line  of  the  oldest  Indian  trail  in  Narragansett ;  the 
Rolling  Rocks,  the  home  of  Canonicus,  and  perhaps  the  spot 
where  the  deeds  were  signed  conveying  Rhode  Island  to  the 
settlers.  The  excursion  was  admirably  arranged  and  conducted 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  who  had  it  in  charge,  and 
was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  who  shared  in  it. 

The  year  1885  brought  with  it  the  second  centennial  anniver- 
sary of  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  which  was  pro- 
mulgated October  22,  1685.  It  is  an  anniversary  of  sorrow  and 
suffering  —  of  the  culmination  of  a  series  of  persecutions  the 
bloodiest  and  most  cruel  recorded  in  modern  history.  In  at- 
tempting to  destroy  the  Huguenots  of  France,  Louis  XIV.  ri- 
valled the  worst  of  the  Roman  emperors  in  the  enormities  which 
they  visited  upon  the  early  Christians.  The  most  conspicuous 
result  of  his  fatal  fanaticism  was  that  it  destroyed  the  lives  or 
produced  the  expatriation  of  nearly  300,000  of  the  most  indus- 
trious, the  most  intelligent  and  the  most  religious  of  the  popu- 
lation of  France.  Those  who  were  not  put  to  a  cruel  death, 
made  their  forbidden  flight  secretly  and  in  disguise,  to  the  Pro- 
testant countries  of  Europe  and  to  the  English  colonies  of 
America.  Wherever  they  went  they  carried  habits  of  industry, 
a  knowledge  of  the  useful  arts,  no  inconsiderable  wealth  and 
high  qualities  of  character,  possessions  which  in  that  age  France 
did  not  lose  without  calamitous  consequences  to  all  her  highest 
interests.  The  names  of  many  of  those  who  came  to  our  own 
shores  have  been  distinguished  in  American  history,  and  their 
descendants  still  delio;ht  to  honor  the  sacrifices  and  the  virtues 
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of  their  ancestors.  They  have  accordingly  made  the  recent 
bi-centennial  anniversary  an  occasion  for  forming  a  Huguenot 
Historical  Society,  of  which  the  seat  is  to  be  in  New  York.  Its 
design  is  to  gather  and  preserve  the  memorials  of  the  persecuted 
Huguenots  who  settled  in  America.  The  undertaking  is  certainly 
worthy  of  all  commendation ,  for  it  cannot  fail  to  bring  into  fuller 
and  juster  appreciation  the  character  and  services  of  this  inter- 
esting portion  of  the  American  people. 

The  customary  winter  course  of  historical  papers  at  the  public 
meetings  of  the  Society  held  specially  for  the  purpose,  has  been 
very  successfully  maintained  during  the  year.  These  meetings 
have  been  largely  attended,  and  the  papers  which  have  been 
read  have  awakened  marked  interest  and  have  also  contributed 
to  the  increasing  taste  for  historical  studies  which  is  so  per- 
ceptible in  this  community.  The  following  subjects  have  been 
presented  in  carefully  prepared  papers  since  our  last  annual 
meeting : 

I.  "Athens  in  the  Age  of  Pericles,"  by  Professor  Albert 
Harkness. 

H.  "The  Framers  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
by  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb  of  New  York. 

III.  The  Influence  of  the  Crusades  in  European  History," 
by  the  Rev.  James  M.  Taylor. 

IV.  "Social  and  Religious  Life  in  a  New  England  Country 
Town  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Years  Ago,"  by  the  Rev.  Carlton 
A.  Staples  of  Lexington,  Mass. 

V.  "The  Transcendental  Movement  in  New  England,"  by 
Chief  Justice  Durfee. 

VI.  "The  Founding  of  the  English  State,"   by  Professor 
Elisha  B.  Andrews. 

VII.  "The  Huguenots  and  the  Edict  of  Nantes,"  by  the 
President  of  the  Society. 

VIII.  "The  Huguenot  Influence  in  Rhode  Island,"  written 
by  Miss  Esther  Bernon  Carpenter,  and  read  by  Professor  John 
L.  Lincoln. 
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IX.  "The    French    Spoliation  Claims   and   Rhode  Island 
Claimants,"  by  Mr.  Amasa  M.  Eaton. 

X.  "The  Services  of  Henry  Wheaton  in  International  Law 
and  Diplomacy,"  by  Mr.  Carl  W.  Ernst  of  Boston,  Mass. 

XI.  "Apprenticeship  and  the  Manual  Training  System," 
by  Mr.  George  C.  Mason,  Jr.,  of  Newport. 

During  the  year  seven  of  our  resident  members  have  been 
removed  by  death,  viz.  :  Charles  D.  Jillson,  Simon  Henry 
Greene,  Benjamin  Wood  Ham,  William  Jones  Cross,  George 
A.  Pierce,  Frederic  Augustus  Stanhope,  James  Mason  Clarke. 
Brief  notices  of  these  our  deceased  associates  will  be  published 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  year. 

Of  our  corresponding  members  we  have  also  to  record  the 
death  of  Franklin  B.  Hough,  M.  D.,  which  took  place  at  Low- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  June  11,  1885,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  the  author  of  many  valuable  works  relating  to  local 
history  in  New  York  and  also  in  New  England,  and  was  an 
earnest  promoter  of  historical  studies.  He  was  elected  a  cor- 
responding member  of  this  Society  in  1875,  and  he  has  fre- 
quently visited  its  Cabinet  and  made  important  contributions  to 
its  collections. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  library  will  contain  a  full 
account  of  its  present  condition  and  also  of  the  character  of  the 
additions  of  every  kind  which  have  been  made  during  the  year. 
It  will  be  seen  that  we  are  securing  volumes  and  papers  of  such 
importance  and  interest  as  should  stimulate  us  to  every  exertion 
in  our  power  not  only  to  keep  them  with  watchful  preservation, 
but  also  to  use  them  for  all  the  purposes  they  are  fitted  to  subserve. 
It  will  also  appear  from  the  report  of  the  committee  on  publica- 
tion that  a  new  volume  of  our  collections  has  been  printed  during 
the  year.  It  is  the  seventh  in  the  published  series  of  the  Society 
and  contains,  with  its  carefully  prepared  index,  three  hundred 
and  eighty  pages.  The  volume  was  published  in  April,  1885, 
and  has  been  favorably  received  by  those  w^ho  are  interested  in 
our  State  history.  The  edition  comprised  six  hundred  copies, 
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of  which  only  eighty-four  have  thus  far  been  disposed  of  to 
members  of  the  Society.  A  ready  purchase  of  them  would  en- 
able the  committee  to  publish  still  other  volumes  of  historical 
matter  selected  from  the  papers  in  our  possession. 

The  coining  month  of  June  will  bring  with  it  the  two 
hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Provi- 
dence and  of  the  origin  of  the  State.  Deliberations  have  already 
been  begun  by  the  authorities  of  the  city  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  this  historical  event  may  receive  the  most  fitting  com- 
memoration. In  these  deliberations  this  Society  has  been  repre- 
sented by  a  committee  designated  for  the  purpose.  From  the 
liberal  views  which  have  been  expressed  by  the  members  of  the 
City  Government  and  which  are  also  shared  by  the  people  of 
the  city,  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  a  celebration  of  this 
anniversary  that  will  impress  upon  the  people  of  Rhode  Island 
the  lessons  of  their  history  and  bind  them  by  new  attachments 
to  the  State  which  our  exiled  founders  planted  here  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago. 

Mr.  J.  K.  Green,  the  historian  of  the  English  people,  wrote 
a  highly  instructive  volume  which  he  styled  "The  Making  of 
England,''  in  which  he  explained  some  of  the  leading  agencies 
by  which  the  original  elements  of  the  nation  were  brought  to- 
gether and  wrought  into  the  England  of  later  times.  He,  how- 
ever, confines  his  narrative  to  the  manner  in  which  race  after  race, 
in  long  succession,  settled  upon  the  island  of  Britain  and  contin- 
ually modified  each  other  in  lineage,  in  language,  in  political 
ideas,  till  they  were  all  mingled  together  and  formed  into  the 
English  people.  In  our  own  national  history  in  some  future 
age,  there  will  arise  ample  occasion  for  a  similar  service  on  the 
part  of  those  who  may  attempt  to  explain  the  characteristics  of 
the  United  States,  whose  people  have  been  drawn  from  nearly 
every  civilized  race  of  mankind.  It  will  be  a  curious  task  to 
show  how  the  different  portions  of  this  most  diversified  popula- 
tion have  modified  each  other  and  wrought  themselves  together 
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as  the  homogeneous  American  people.  Here,  too,  in  the  making 
of  America  have  forces  been  brought  into  operation  which  were 
wholly  unknown  in  the  making  of  England  and  these  forces  have 
been  displayed  on  a  far  grander  scale.  In  addition  to  varie- 
ties of  race  we  have  here  varieties  of  material  Nature  in  her  most 
majestic  forms,  and  varieties  ot  climate  and  soil,  all  of  them 
forces  of  special  importance  in  the  making  of  a  nation  and  the 
shaping  of  its  character  and  institutions.  If  no  blight  descends 
and  rests  upon  the  people,  if  no  catastrophe  befalls  the  Republic, 
this  making  of  America,  this  explanation  of  how  we  came  to  be 
what  we  are  as  a  nation,  will  become  one  of  the  grandest  sub- 
jects in  human  history,  for  it  will  show  how  it  came  to  pass  that 
out  of  this  stupendous  blending  of  many  different  races  of  man- 
kind there  arose  a  homogeneous  federal  republic,  a  single  people 
speaking  the  same  language,  governed  by  the  same  laws  and 
having  the  same  religion  and  withal  covering  half  a  continent 
with  its  institutions  and  its  dominion. 

I  have  often  thought  that  on  a  very  humble  scale  the  historian 
of  our  own  State  might  well  bestow  attention  upon  the  agencies 
of  every  kind  that  have  formed  her  people  and  made  them  what 
they  are.  Here  at  the  beginning,  it  is  true,  were  no  represen- 
tatives of  different  races  to  be  wrought  together  in  a  single  com- 
munity. There  were  only  two  or  three  separate  settlements  of 
English  exiles  which  had  been  planted  near  each  other  and  were 
to  be  united  into  a  civil  society  by  themselves,  and  at  length  to 
form  a  State  in  the  American  Union  and  to  secure  an  honorable 
position  in  American  history.  To  ascribe  this  position,  however, 
to  any  civil  or  social  institutions  which  were  established  here, 
would  afford  only  a  most  inadequate  explanation.  Nor  is  it  to  be 
accounted  for  by  any  superior  wisdom  or  energy  in  the  people, 
whether  of  early  or  of  later  generations.  The  real  explanation  is 
not  to  be  found  either  in  the  democratic  equality  or  in  the  un- 
trammelled "Soul  Liberty,"  of  which  the  State  has  always  been 
the  home.  It  is  not  thus  alone  that  States  are  made  or  that  com- 
munities are  developed.  There  are  other  forces  underlying  and 
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often  controlling  all  these  which  history  too  often  omits  to  men- 
tion. Such  forces  are  found  to  exist  in  the  stern  necessities 
which  outward  Xature  imposes,  in  the  inviting  opportunities 
which  she  presents  and  in  the  stimulating  possibilities  which  she 
holds  before  the  minds  of  a  people.  I  know  not  where  a  more 
interesting  illustration  of  this  can  be  found  than  in  our  own  State. 
To  an  extent  far  greater  we  can  now  trace  and  in  ways  that  we 
little  imagine,  has  the  State  been  formed  and  controlled  by  the 
physical  features  even  of  her  own  narrow  territory.  Allow  me  to 
use,  for  examples,  the  two  most  important  of  these  features  ;  first 
the  island-studded  expanse  of  Narragansett  Bay  on  the  south, 
and,  second,  the  inland  streams  that  flow  into  it  from  the  north. 
I  think  I  do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  that  these  two  geograph- 
ical features  of  the  State  have  contributed  more  to  make  it  what 
it  has  now  become  than  all  other  agencies  combined. 

I  need  not  remind  you  how  much  the  bay  entered  into  our 
very  origin  and  made  us,  what  we  have  always  been,  very  largely 
a  seaside  people.  Whether  for  good  or  for  evil  the  sea  has  always 
been  at  our  doors  and  always  will  be.  It  has  given  to  the  State 
a  shore  line  of  nearly  five  hundred  miles,  washed  by  its  saltwa- 
ter. It  has  added  nearly  three  hundred  square  miles  of  water 
to  its  area  of  more  than  a  thousand  square  miles  of  land.  Of 
our  thirty-six  incorporated  towns  and  cities,  five  are  planted 
upon  islands,  one  of  them  being  on  two  islands,  and  not  less  than 
twenty  of  them  are  reached  by  tide  water.  It  cannot  be  said, 
however,  that  this  intrusion  of  the  sea  to  the  very  centre  of  the 
State  was  for  a  time  anything  but  a  hindrance  to  its  growth  and 
a  barrier  to  its  unity  ;  but,  even  then  it  controlled  its  character. 
The  first  two  settlements  made  on  its  shores  were  nearly  thirty 
miles  apart,  and  the  third  was  nearly  midway  between  the  two. 
It  thus  afforded  substantially  the  only  communication  between 
any  one  and  either  of  the  others.  The  inhabitants  of  them  all 
must  have  been  for  a  long  period  largely  dependent  for  their 
daily  food  on  the  fish  they  could  draw  from  its  waters.  The  bay 
thus,  at  the  very  outset,  must  have  held  control  not  only  of  the 
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intercourse,  but  also  of  the  daily  lives  of  their  people.  It  is 
probable  that  the  members  of  these  several  settlements  had  for  a 
considerable  time  very  little  acquaintance  with  each  other,  for 
each  settlement  had  been  begun  with  but  slight  reference  to  the 
others.  They  had,  however,  in  their  condition  and  experience, 
many  things  in  common  which  must  have  tended  to  draw  them 
together.  They  were  alike  exiles  from  the  other  colonies  of  New 
England  and  exiles  wholly  on  account  of  their  religious  opinions. 

These  opinions,  however,  were  by  no  means  the  same,  but 
were  probably  far  more  diverse  than  they  now  seem  to  have  been. 
The  fact  that  they  had  all  been  persecuted  on  account  of  them 
and  were  now  settled  together  on  the  shores  of  the  same  waters 
became  their  strongest  inducement  to  unite  in  a  single  colony. 
But  this  inducement  with  all  that  it  so  obviously  involved,  was 
for  a  long  time  wholly  ineffectual  before  the  necessities  incident 
to  their  condition  ;  and  these  necessities  were  imposed  by  the 
long  stretches  of  the  bay  that  rolled  between  them  and  kept  them 
apart.  It  was  long  before  they  even  attempted  to  unite  as  a  col- 
ony, under  a  charter  of  the  English  Government,  and  even  when 
the  charter  was  obtained  it  was  slowly  put  in  operation  and 
very  imperfectly  administered. 

This  seeming  indifference  to  their  obvious  interests  and  even 
to  their  common  security,  has  naturally  invited  much  disparaging 
criticism .  It  has  been  accepted  as  a  proof  of  a  prevailing  in- 
competency  for  civil  life.  It  has  been  ascribed  to  a  want  of 
intelligence  and  an  intense  individualism  among  the  settlers,  and 
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an  indifference  to  all  high  social  interests.  I  do  not,  however, 
think  that  these,  even  allowing  that  they  existed,  wrere  the  real 
cause  of  the  delay.  The  people  were  as  yet  poor  and  the  exi- 
gencies of  their  daily  life  rested  heavily  upon  them.  They  were 
obliged,  as  Mr.  Williams  said  of  himself,  to  be  continually  "at 
the  hoe  and  the  oar  for  bread."  The  inherent  difficulty  was  in  the 
distance  of  the  settlements  from  each  other,  and  this  they  were 
for  the  time  wholly  unable  to  overcome.  Had  they  been  planted 
at  corresponding  distances  apart  on  some  contiguous  territory, 
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they  might  long  before  have  been  wrought  into  a  colony  and 
governed  by  a  common  charter.  But  with  the  waters  of  the  bay 
stretching  between  them,  sometimes  boisterous,  sometimes  fro- 
xi'ii,  and  always  dangerous,  how  were  they  to  be  brought  together 
in  this  infancy  of  their  existence.  We  little  appreciate  or  even 
imagine,  how  formidable  was  the  barrier  thus  interposed  in 
those  early  days.  The  passage  from  the  plantations  of  Aquid- 
ncck  to  those  of  Providence,  even  in  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, required  a  long  day  of  hard  rowing  in  Indian  canoes  or 
in  the  rude  boats  which  the  settlers  soon  began  to  build  for  them- 
selves. The  first  General  Assembly  for  adopting  the  charter 
of  1643,  was  held  in  May,  1047,  at  Portsmouth,  then  the  largest 
Town  in  the  colony.  Judge  Staples,  in  his  Annals,  expresses 
the  opinion  that  the  greater  part  of  the  male  population  of  Prov- 
idence found  their  way  to  this  Assembly  in  canoes  rowed  by 
themselves.  The  instructions  given  by  the  town  meeting  to  the 
special  delegates  to  this  Assembly,  closed  with  the  following 
striking  words  :  "We  commit  you  unto  the  protection  and  di- 
rection of  the  Almighty,  wishing  you  a  comfortable  voyage,  a 
happy  success  and  a  safe  return  unto  us  again."  Words  like 
these  suggest  the  difficulties  and  dangers  which  attended  a  "voy- 
age" on  the  bay,  even  in  the  month  of  May.  in  the  twelfth  year 
after  the  first  settlement  had  been  made.  Its  shores,  especially 
on  the  western  side,  were  covered  with  dense  forests  in  which, 
here  and  there,  openings  had  been  made  for  Indian  villages.  It 
could  be  traversed  only  in  pleasant  weather  in  any  season,  and 
in  winter  it  was  effectually  closed  for  at  least  two  months  by  ice. 
When  we  recall  facts  like  these  it  becomes  evident  that  the  con- 
ditions of  intercourse  among  the  towns  of  the  colony,  nay  the 
conditions  even  of  their  very  existence,  were  somewhat  harshly 
prescribed  and  enforced  by  the  stern  mistress  whom  they  had 
not  yet  learned  either  to  conciliate  or  to  control. 

But  I  must  not  be  thought  to  disparage  our  noble  bay  which 
has  done  so  much  in  the  making  of  the  State.  I  am  only  saying 
that  it  was  a  somewhat  formidable  expanse  of  water  for  our  early 
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settlers  to  traverse  in  nothing  but  rowboats  and  canoes.  I  know 
full  well  that  it  was  all  the  time  training  them  to  hardships,  to 
self-reliance  in  dangers,  to  all  the  heroic  qualities  which  were 
needed  to  prepare  them  for  a  subsequent  stage  in  their  social 
progress.  The  settlements  once  united  became  prosperous  and 
•strong.  The  sea  was  still  around  them  on  every  side,  but  they 
had  now  learned  to  adapt  themselves  to  its  varying  moods  and 
to  make  use  of  its  forces  for  purposes  of  their  own.  Industry 
had  greatly  increased  their  resources.  The  little  boats  which  ne- 
cessity had  taught  them  to  build  were  soon  supplanted  by  sloops, 
shallops  and  snows,  by  brigantines  and  by  ships,  and  these  they 
built  in  great  numbers,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  also  for  the 
neighboring  colonies.  An  active  trade  sprang  up,  not  only  with 
Boston,  New  London,  New  Haven  and  Manhattan,  but  also 
with  Barbadoes  and  the  Spanish  West  India  Islands.  The  strug- 
gle for  existence  was  over,  and  the  bay  was  now  no  longer  the 
dictator  of  their  movements,  but  the  willing  servant  of  their  in- 
terests. The  forests  on  its  shores  were  fast  disappearing,  its 
depths  and  shallows  had  been  ascertained  and  its  harbors  were 
inviting  the  commerce  of  Europe.  I  hope  that  before  it  is  too 
late  some  worthy  history  of  the  era  of  Rhode  Island  commerce 
will  be  written.  Should  it  be  written  aright,  more  than  any 
other  chapter  in  the  annals  of  the  State  it  will  show  how  impor- 
tant was  the  agency  of  the  bay  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  in 
producing  some  of  the  noblest  qualities  in  the  character  of  the 
people.  It  enabled  them  to  become  a  colony  in  a  large  de- 
gree of  sailors  and  seafarers,  of  ship  builders  and  merchants. 
So  great  was  the  commerce  of  the  colony  before  the  troubles  with 
England  began  that  Newport  was  the  rival  of  Boston  as  a  port 
for  foreign  trade.  This  trade  had  also  become  large  in  Provi- 
dence and  at  length  in  Bristol,  while  ships  were  built  at  Warren, 
at  Wickford  and  at  East  Greenwich,  and  the  whole  surface  of  our 
Rhode  Island  waters  glistened  with  coasters  from  every  part  of 
New  England.  In  the  wars  between  England  and  France  our 
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sailors  had  been  largely  engaged  in  naval  service  and  in  priva- 
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teering  and  had  become  accustomed  to  those  deeds  of  daring, 
which  long  lingered  in  the  traditions  of  the  colony.  It  was  the 
spirit  thus  created  and  kept  alive  that  in  later  days  prompted  the 
burning  of  the  Gaspee,  that  produced  Abraham  Whipple  for  the 
Continental  Navy  and  prepared  the  way  for  Commodore  Perry 
and  his  Rhode  Island  companions  at  Lake  Erie. 

To  all  this  commercial  enterprise  and  prosperity  the  War  of 
Independence  brought  a  serious  check,  which  proved  to  be  the 
precursor  of  a  perpetual  blight.  The  long  blockade  of  the  coast, 
the  occupation  of  Newport  by  British  troops  and  the  presence 
of  British  cruisers  in  the  harbor  scattered  the  population  of  our 
ancient  capital,  and  well  nigh  put  an  end  to  its  commercial  pros- 
perity. After  the  war  had  come  to  an  end  it  partially  revived, 
but  it  did  not  again  approach  its  early  importance.  Foreign 
commerce,  however,  revived  and  prospered  in  Providence  and 
to  some  extent  in  Bristol.  A  Providence  ship,  the  George 
Washington,  owned  by  John  Brown,  was  one  of  the  earliest  to 
bear  the  national  flag  of  the  new  American  Union  to  the  ports  of 
China  ;  and  the  wharves  at  India  Point  and  South  Water  street 
long  continued  to  be  crowded  with  ships  trading  to  the  ports  of 
Europe  and  the  East  Indies.  After  the  first  decade  of  the  present 
century  they  began  to  decline  in  numbers,  and  the  last  arrival 
and  the  last  clearance  of  Indiamen  at  the  port  of  Providence 
took  place  so  late  as  1841.  A  change  had  already  been  in  pro- 
gress for  twenty  years.  The  West  was  sending  its  products  to 
the  seaboard.  Steam  was  beginning  to  be  used  in  transporta- 
tion. Under  the  operation  of  an  inexorable  law  which  controls  the 
movements  of  civilization,  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country 
became  rapidly  concentrated  at  a  few  great  ports  and  its  .early 
Ne\v  England  centres  were  wholly  abandoned.  Thus  ended  the 
commercial  era  of  Rhode  Island  historv.  The  bav  no  longer 
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shaped  the  destiny  of  the  State  or  controlled  the  occupations  of 
its  people.  It  had  done  a  splendid  work.  It  had  trained  the 
feeblest  of  the  New  England  colonies  to  become,  in  sonic  re- 
spects, the  commercial  rival  and  equal  of  the  strongest.  It  had 
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bred  a  race  of  sturdy  and  heroic  men,  the  merchant  owners  and 
also  the  masters  and  the  crews  of  ships  that  had  sailed  in  every 
sea  and  brought  back  the  products  of  every  clime.  A  few  of  us 
recall  the  look  and  bearing  of  those  veteran  sea  captains  who 
lived  in  Providence  long  after  their  occupation  was  gone.  Some 
of  them  were  attached  to  insurance  offices,  some  were  engaged  in 
trade,  some  were  superintendents  of  mills,  and  some  cultivated 
the  soil,  but  whatever  their  occupation  they  were  men  of  marked 
character,  whose  conversation  was  always  interesting  and  whose 
very  appearance  commanded  respect. 

The  decline  of  Rhode  Island  commerce  brought  an  exigency 
upon  the  State  of  the  utmost  severity.  The  occupation  of  the 
greater  part  of  its  people  was  gone.  Labor  became  idle  and  cap- 
ital unproductive.  Property  of  every  kind  was  losing  its  value. 
Families  lately  living  in  affluence  were  reduced  to  penury.  The 
young  men  of  the  new  generation  found  no  employment.  The 
effects  of  the  change  rested  most  heavily  on  the  towns  along  the 
shores  of  the  bay,  for  the  whole  maritime  population  had  lost 
their  means  of  subsistence.  Newport  undoubtedly  suffered  more 
severely  than  any  other  town,  and  it  was  only  after  a  long  pe- 
riod of  stagnation  that,  through  the  unfading  charms  of  her  island 
shores,  she  has  made  reparation  for  the  loss  of  her  early  com- 
merce ;  and  thus  again  has  she  illustrated  her  dependence  on  the 
physical  features  of  her  situation.  The  founders  of  Providence 
came  to  a  spot  which  happened  to  be  precisely  where  the  fresh 
water  of  the  rivers  mingled  with  the  salt  water  of  the  sea  ;  a 
fact,  which,  I  presume,  had  nothing  to  do  with  their  selection,  but 
which  has  had  more  to  do  than  any  other  in  its  history  in  mak- 
ing Providence  what  it  has  now  become.  The  spot  was  not 
wanting  in  natural  beauty,  but  in  its  industrial  advantages  it  was 
preeminent ;  and  in  our  high  appreciation  of  the  latter,  I  have 
sometimes  thought  that  we  have  greatly  underrated  the  former. 
Seldom  have  the  two  been  more  happily  combined  in  the  site  of 
a  town.  Indeed,  without  these  manifold  felicities  of  our  geo- 
graphical position ,  I  greatly  fear  that  our  ancient  cradle  of  Soul 
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Liberty  would  never  have  attained  to  any  remarkable  distinction. 
From  the  hill  that  rose  above  their  earliest  dwellings,  our  people 
from  the  beginning  had  been  accustomed  to  look  forth  upon  the 
hay  that  stretched  toward  the  sea  on  the  south,  and  also  to  look 
up  the  rivers  that  meandered  through  the  woods  from  the  north. 
The  former  afforded  the  grander  and  more  commanding  specta- 
cle, and  for  nearly  two  centuries  ,it  largely  shaped  the  character, 
determined  the  industry  and  controlled  the  fortunes  of  the  town 
and  was  associated  with  all  the  glories  of  the  State.  None 
could  have  anticipated  that  a  time  would  ever  come  when  it  would 
cease  to  do  its  accustomed  work  for  the  dwellers  on  its  shores. 
But  this  tune  had  now  come,  and  Xarragansett  Bay,  though  shorn 
of  none  of  its  beauty  or  its  glory,  ceased  to  be  the  leading  source 
of  prosperity  to  Rhode  Island. 

The  emergency  was  a  great  one.  It  involved  the  prosperity 
and  even  the  means  of  subsistence  of  a  large  population.  It  occa- 
sioned anxiety  in  all  thoughtful  minds.  Merchants,  not  without 
dismay,  had  awaited  its  approach  and  both  capital  and  labor  had 
dreaded  its  coming.  There  was  plainly  nothing  to  be  done  but 
to  withdraw  from  the  bay  and  to  occupy  another  sphere  of  our 
physical  geography  and  make  it  tributary  to  our  necessities.  Thus 
it  was  that  we  retired  from  the  salt  water  to  the  fresh,  from  the 
l>av  to  the  rivers.  From  sending  ships  to  every  ocean,  we  now 
turned  to  the  building  of  factories  on  every  stream  within  our 
control.  It  is  astonishing  with  what  rapidity  the  change  was  ac- 
complished in  the  midst  of  the  difficulties  and  uncertainties  then 
existing.  In  a  few  years  a  large  part  of  the  fixed  capital  of  the 
State  passed  through  perhaps  the  greatest  of  transformations, 
and  almost  the  entire  population  became  engaged  in  an  industry 
wholly  unknown  to  the  generation  preceding  them.  The  rural 
farmer  looked  in  amazement  at  the  strange  proceeding.  The  little 
stream,  scarcely  large  enough  to  water  his  meadow,  became  more 
valuable  than  his  entire  farm,  and  he  hastened  to  leave  his  plough 
in  the  field  and  if  possible  to  become  an  owner  in  the  mill.  In- 
stead of  partnerships  of  merchants,  we  now  began  to  have  corpo- 
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rations  of  manufacturers.  The,  owners  of  the  rivers  and  the 
owners  of  their  banks  were  often  at  variance,  and  a  new  class  of 
legal  controversies  appeared  in  the  courts  and  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  community.  All  these  have  long  since  been  settled, 
and  farmers  and  manufacturers  alike  have  thrived  and  prospered 
together,  each  a  help  to  the  other.  Thus  did  the  old  industry 
on  which  the  State  had  long  depended,  pass  away  and  a  new  in- 
dustry spring  up  to  take  its  place.  Neither  the  departure  of  the 
old  nor  the  coming  of  the  new  was  the  result  of  any  originating 
choice  or  agency  even  of  those  whose  interests  were  most  at 
stake.  On  the  contrary,  each  was  dictated  by  controlling  forces 
which  none  could  resist.  It  had  been  the  bay  that  made  us  mer- 
chants and  it  was  now  the  waterfalls  of  the  rivers  that  made  us 
manufacturers  ;  and  the  two  together  have  made  us  very  largely 
what  we  now  are  in  our  industrial  pursuits,  and  consequently  in 
our  social  and  civic  character  and  modes  of  life. 

I  have  chosen  two  familiar  features  in  the  physical  geography 
of  the  State,  and  indicated  the  agency  of  each  in  shaping  the 
character  and  life  of  its  population.  Enough,  I  think,  has  been 
said  to  show  that  these  agencies,  and  such  as  these,  demand  a 
place  in  our  history  as  truly  as  any  enactments  of  legislation,  as 
any  services  of  magistrates,  as  any  achievements  of  heroes.  With- 
out them  neither  laws,  nor  magistrates,  nor  heroes  would  have 
been  such  as  they  were.  They  were  the  environment  which  as- 
sisted in  producing  them  all.  Nor  are  we  to  imagine  that  these 
agencies  have  wrought  their  effects  in  our  industrial  interests  alone. 
They  have  each  exerted  a  corresponding  influence  on  the  general 
condition  of  society,  on  the  modes  of  life  and  the  enjoyments  of 
the  people  and  on  the  political  movements  and  fortunes  of  the 
State.  The  bay  not  only  gave  rise  to  commerce  and  all  that 
commerce  brought  in  its  immediate  train,  but  it  also  led  to  the 
broad  social  separation  between  the  occupants  of  its  shores  and 
the  people  of  the  country,  a  separation  which  lasted  for  several 
generations.  This  social  separation  found  its  natural  counterpart 
in  politics,  and  thus  led  to  a  corresponding  distinction  between 
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the  parties  aspiring  to  control  its  affairs.  Out  of  the  same  agency 
came  the  paper  money  delusion,  and  that  extraordinary  mental 
aberration  of  the  State,  in  which  she  nearly  put  an  end  to  her 
own  existence  by  her  repeated  refusals  to  adopt  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Results  equally  comprehensive  are  also  to 
be  ascribed  to  the  agency  of  the  rivers  and  the  waterfalls  that  dic- 
tated the  later  industry  in  which  our  people  are  still  very  largely 
engaged.  The  social  changes  which  have  been  wrought  under 
its  influence  are  of  the  utmost  importance  and  many  of  them 
are  still  in  progress  all  around  us.  The  large  investment  of 
manufacturing  capital  in  rural  towns  has  given  a  new  char- 
acter and  spirit  to  their  populations.  The  distinctions  of  town 
and  country  have  faded  away  from  politics,  and  political  parties 
are  no  longer  controlled  by  local  interests  or  local  prejudices. 
Relations  of  reciprocal  dependence  of  each  part  of  the  State  on 
all  the  others  are  everywhere  recognized.  The  increasing  intel- 
ligence and  the  progressive  unity  of  the  entire  population  are  not 
only  making  the  State  the  chosen  home  of  the  mechanic  arts,  but 
are  creating  here  a  type  of  civilization  and  of  social  development 
which  had  their  origin  not  alone  in  the  character  of  our  civil  in- 
stitutions, or  in  the  labors  and  struggles  of  our  people  themselves, 
but  also  in  the  singular  advantages  of  our  situation.  We  must 
not,  therefore,  imagine  that  we  are  writing  our  history  in  full 
and  explaining  how  Rhode  Island  was  really  made,  unless  we  set 
forth  the  agency  of  the  latter  as  fully  as  the  agency  of  the  for- 
mer ;  unless  we  trace  the  extraordinary  influence  of  our  physical 
environment  along  the  whole  pathway  of  our  progress,  as  well 
as  the  influence  of  the  ideas  and  principles  which  our  founders 
and  fathers  brought  here  and  wrought  into  the  institutions  of  the 
State. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING 
AND  GROUNDS. 


Providence,  January  12th,  1880. 
To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

The  Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds  report  expenditures 
during  the  year  1885  as  follows  : 

For  amount  paid  for  labor  and  materials  on  build- 
ing .  .  .  .  .  $20.78 

For  amount  paid  for  care  of  grounds  and  removing 

snow  ......  15.97 

For  amount  paid  for  iron  hitching  post  and  setting 

same  5.90 


$42.05 
Vouchers  for  these  amounts  are  filed  with  the  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee, 

ISAAC  H.  SOUTHWICK,  . 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
LIBRARY. 


Providence,  January  12th,  188(5. 
To  THE  RHODE  ISLAXD  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  present  their  sixth 
annual  Report. 

Mr.  Amos  Perry,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  has  been  continued 
in  the  office  of  librarian.  The  library  has  been  kept  open, 
with  the  librarian  or  his  assistant  in  attendance,  usually  for  five 
and  a  half  hours  in  the  day?  It  has  been  much  frequented  for 
the  same  purposes  as  heretofore.  Your  committee  think  it  best 
to  encoui'age  the  consultation  of  books  here,  rather  than  their 
circulation.  It  is  safer  and  more  convenient  when  a  book  is  in 
much  demand. 

We  have  felt  very  seriously  the  need  of  increased  accommoda- 
tion ;  and  have  conferred  with  the  committee  on  building  and 
grounds,  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  enlarging  shelf-room  in 
the  galleries  or  ante-rooms.  The  east  ante-room  has  been  to 
some  extent  cleared  and  fitted  to  receive  the  books  that  have  en- 
cumbered the  balustrade. 

The  work  of  cataloguing  books  and  pamphlets  has  been  stead- 
ily continued.  It  is  more  and  more  hampered  by  the  want  of 
proper  shelf-room,  which  prevents  the  permanently  satisfactory 
arrangement  of  books,  so  indispensable  to  their  usefulness. 
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Under  the   standing   appropriation  of  one  hundred  dollars  a 
year,  the  committee  have  expended  as  follows  : 

For  books,  $9.50 

binding,  30.20 

drawers  and  cards  for 
catalogue,  38.06 


Total,  $77.76 

For  convenience  in  preparing  this  report  we  have  brought  our 
enumeration  of  accessions  only  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1886.  As  our  count  begins  from  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
meeting,  it  covers  twelve  days  less  than  a  year.  From  January 
13  to  December  31,  1885,  inclusive,  the  accessions  were  as 
follows  : 

Bound  volumes,  429 

Pamphlets ,  1,666 

Miscellaneous,  167 


Total,  2,262 

There  is  a  considerably  lessened  number  of  additions  to  library 
and  cabinet.  This  lessening  may  be  partly  accidental,  or  due  to 
special  and  unusual  donations  in  previous  years.  But  we  think 
the  crowded  state  of  this  room  has  had  its  influence  in  discour- 
aging donors. 

Among  our  accessions  are  several  new  books  relating  to  the 
intellectual  and  religious  history  of  our  country.  One  of  the 
most  valuable  of  these  is  the  History  of  the  American  Episcopal 
Church,  1587-1883,  by  Bishop  W.  S.  Perry  of  Iowa  (a  native 
of  Providence).  It  is  in  2  vols.,  4to.,  containing  more  than 
1300  pages.  The  first  volume  treats  of  the  Planting  and  Growth 
of  the  Colonial  Church  ;  the  second  of  the  Organization  and 
Progress  of  the  American  Church,  1783-1883.  The  leading 
narrative  is  furnished  by  the  "Editor;"  illustrative  monographs 
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arc  added  by  distinguished  writers.  This  plan  unites  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  cooperative  method  with  greater  unity  of  treat- 
ment than  that  method  commonly  ensures.  The  work  is  freely 
illustrated  by  engravings  and  fac-similes.  It  is  given  us  by  its 
author,  who  for  many  other  favors  deserves  our  special  thanks. 

The  Huguenot  Emigration  to  America,  in  2  vols.,  by  Rev. 
C.  W.  Baird  of  Rye,  X.  Y.  is  a  timely  and  instructive  book. 
It  treats  of  French  Protestant  settlements  in  this  country,  before 
and  after  that  wholesale  exodus  which  followed  the  Revocation 
of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  It  is  of  great  genealogical  value. 

We  have  received  the  third  volume  of  Sibley's  Harvard  Grad- 
uates (classes  of  1678—89),  and  Yale  Biographies  and  Annals, 
1701-45,  by  F.  B.  Dexter,  a  gift  from  Yale  College;  Dr. 
Guild's  "Chaplain  Smith  and  the  Baptists";  and  from  the  His- 
torical and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  the  Diary  of  Zeis- 
berger,  a  Moravian  missionary  among  the  Indians  of  Ohio, 
1781-98.  Zeisberger  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  and  made  contributions  to  aboriginal  literature.  Other 
illustrations  of  pioneer  history  are,  The  Life  and  Times  of  Colo- 
nel Israel  Ludlow,  one  of  the  original  Proprietors  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  1885,  and  Life  and  Writings  of  John  Filson,  the  first 
historian  of  Kentucky,  1885. 

One  important  source  of  accessions  is  that  of  exchange  with 
kindred  societies.  In  these  courtesies,  wre  have  of  late  years 
been  the  gainers  in  a  degree  not  entirely  creditable  to  us.  Be- 
sides such  acquisitions  from  New  England  societies,  wTe  desire 
particularly  to  acknowledge  the  Collections  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
Historical  Society  ;  and  three  volumes  of  great  interest  and  value 
from  Maryland.  We  have  here  the  latin  text  of  the  Charter 
given  to  Lord  Baltimore  in  1632*,  other  documents  relating  to 
the  early  settlement  of  Maryland,  and  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Council  and  Assembly  between  the  years  1636  and  1676.  The 
whole  is  published  in  elegant  style,  by  the  State,  under  direction 

*"This  charter,"  says  Hildreth,  "became  a  model  in  most  respects  for  all  American  charters 
subsequently  granted."     Hist,  of  United  States,  I.,  207 
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of  the  Maryland  Historical  Society,  1883-85.  It  is  a  model  of 
the  good  results  that  may  be  attained  by  the  cooperation  of  State 
generosity  with  private  and  associated  industry  and  skill. 

The  most  curious  volume  of  antiquarian  value  that  has  reached 
us  during  the  year  bears  this  title  ;  "A  short  Story  of  the  rise, 
reign,  and  ruine  of  the  Antinomians,  Familists,  and  Libertines, 
that  infected  the  Churches  of  NEW  ENGLAND  :  and  how 
they  were  confuted  by  the  Assembly  of  Ministers  there  ;  as 
also  of  the  Magistrates'  proceedings  in  Court  against  them. 
Together  with  God's  strange  and  remarkable  judgements  from 
Heaven  upon  some  of  the  chief  fomenters  of  these  Opinions," 
&c.  London,  1644.' 

This  is  an  anonymous  tract,  pieced  out  with  a  Preface  and 
Appendix  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Welde,  once  minister  at  llox- 
bury,  but  who  returned  to  England  in  1641.  It  dwells  with 
unpleasant  detail  on  certain  domestic  mishaps  in  the  family  of 
the  leader  of  Antinomianisrn  ;  and  where  the  physician  sees  only 
a  case  of  arrested  or  abnormal  development  the  Puritan  pamph- 
leteer discerns  a  "judgement  of  Heaven."  This  book  is  given 
us  by  our  life-member,  Mr.  William  G.  Weld. 

We  have  received  genealogical  accounts  of  the  families  of 
Aines,  Baldwin,  Bartow,  Bridge,  Carpenter,  Emmerton,  Hey- 
don,  Lefferts,  Leighton,  Potter,  Schenck,  Silsbee,  Weeks, 
Whittlesey,  &c. 

One  of  our  resident-members,  Mr.  Frederick  M.  Ballou,  has 
brought  from  England  and  presented  to  our  library  the  recent 
editions  of  Sir  Bernard  Burke's  works,  of  inestimable  value  in 
tracing  the  history  of  British  and  American  families  : — The  Gen- 
eral and  Heraldic  History  of  British  Peerage,  Baronetage  and 
Knightage,  46th  edition,  London,  1884.  General  Armory, 
1884.  Landed  Gentry,  2  vols.,  1882. 

Mr.  Henry  F.  Waters,  a  representative  of  the  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society,  has  been  more  than  two  years  in 
Europe,  engaged  primarily  in  tracing  the  English  pedigrees  and 
history  of  families  in  America.  He  has  had  great  success  in  his 
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leading  object ;  and  has  also  found  and  introduced  to  his  con- 
stituents writings  and  maps  of  historic  importance,  which  have 
been  published  in  the  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  and 
have  been  added  to  our  library. 

Of  town  and  local  histories  we  have  added  less  than  usual. 
Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  is  the  History  of  West  Chester 
county,  X.  Y.,  in  2  vols.,  by  Robert  Bolton,  Jr.,  1848,  with 
many  engravings.  It  relates  to  a  region  closely  connected  with 
the  Huguenot  families  in  this  country.  We  must  also  name 
"Ancient  Landmarks  of  Plymouth,"  by  W.  T.  Davis,  1883  ; 
the  history  of  Milford  by  Ballon  ;  and  Natick  by  Bacon  ;  and  an 
account  of  the  commemoration  of  the  hundreth  anniversary  of 
New  Haven  as  a  city. 

In  our  Rhode  Island  department  we  have  received  Mr.  Payne's 
Reminiscences  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  ;  the  Memorial  of  our 
late  associate  George  Whitman  Danielson,  from  his  wadow  ;  the 
tracts  in  which  Chief  Justices  Bradley  and  Durfee  maintain  their 
conflicting  interpretations  of  constitutional  law  ;  reports  of  pro- 
ceedings connected  with  the  mural  painting  in  Providence  county 
court-house  ;  the  Life  of  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  by  Stephen 
West,  D.  D.,  1805  ; — a  copy  which  once  belonged  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  E.  Channing,  and  is  given  us  by  his  son  Wm.  F. 
Channing,  M.  D.,  formerly  one  of  our  resident  members  ;  a  vol- 
ume containing  two  sermons  by  Hopkins  ;  and  several  volumes 
of  less  strictly  historical  interest,  but  going  to  complete  our  rep- 
resentation of  the  literature  of  Rhode  Island,  in  prose  and  verse. 
To  these  must  be  added  a  vast  number  of  reports  and  contem- 
poraneous documents,  almanacs,  directories  of  Rhode  Island 
towns,  &c. 

A  large  part  of  the  pamphlets  we  receive  are  obtained  by  ex- 
change. The  charitable  and  educational  institutions  in  our  State 
generally  give  us  their  annual  reports.  Among  the  most  gen- 
erous donors  of  pamphlets  and  books  have  been  the  Right  Rev. 
Bishop  Clark,  the  Rev.  SanmeJ  H.  Webb,  Dr.  Samuel  A. 
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Green  of  Boston,  Miss  Jane  W.  Kendall,  and  last,  but  in  im- 
portance of  gifts  well  nigh  the  first,  Yale  College. 

Among  the  articles  entered  as  "Miscellaneous"  are  the  follow- 
ing :  Manuscript  account  of  the  Yellow  Fever  in  Providence, 
1791-97,  by  Moses  Brown,  presented  by  Dr.  G.  L.  Collins, 
and  duly  noticed  at  our  July  meeting ;  a  Deed  of  right  in  a 
Common  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  1744;  numerous  antique  manu- 
script warrants,  commissions,  and  other  papers  ;  a  list  of  the  legal 
heirs  of  Eleanor  Field  ;  a  diary  of  farm  operations  in  Johnston, 
1798—1818  ; — various  local  illustrations,  such  as  a  framed  oil 
painting  of  the  old  Fox  Point  Observatory  ;  a  map  of  Fort  Nin- 
igret,  Charlestown,  R.  I.  ;  a  photograph  of  the  old  house  of 
Deputy-Governor  Elisha  Brown  on  North  Main  street,  Provi- 
dence ;  a  fine  photograph  of  our  old  drop-scene  ;  drawings  of 
the  monument  and  fort  of  the  Huguenot  settlement  at  Oxford, 
Mass  ; — several  portraits  of  persons  prominent  in  Rhode  Island 
history,  especially  an  oil  painting  of  the  authoress  Mrs.  Cather- 
ine R.  Williams,  by  Susanna  Paine,  who  was  known  both  as  por- 
trait painter  and  writer  in  Providence  and  other  places  ;  likenesses 
of  Lion  Gardiner  of  Gardiner's  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  of  two  grad- 
uates of  Brown  University,  conspicuous  by  the  length  and  the 
excellence  of  their  lives,  William  Wilkinson  and  Benjamin  Ho- 
bart ; — files  of  old  newspapers,  especially  two  volumes  (not 
complete)  of  "The  New  Age,"  1841-42,  relating  to  the  suf- 
frage agitation  ;  caricatures  belonging  to  the  same  .period  ; 
models  of  the  steamboats  Blackstone  and  Massasoit,  built  in 
Providence*  ; — Perkins's  tractors,  which  nearly  a  century  ago 
had  a  wide  reputation  as  curative  agents  ;  the  Spinning-wheel 
of  Miss  Betsey  Williams,  &c. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  these  miscellaneous  objects  is 
a  representation  (heliotype  of  a  wax  impression),  of  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  the  Province  of  Carolina,  with 
fac-similes  of  the  signatures  of  the  Proprietors,  under  the  Char- 

*Said  to  have  been  "built  on  the  site  where  Manchester  and  Hopkins'  coal  yard  now  is,  by  Mr. 
John  G,  Child." 
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ter  of  Charles  II.,  almost  contemporaneous  with  that  of  Rhode 
Island.  This  valued  gift  is  from  Mr  William  A.  Courtenay, 
lately  Mayor  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

A  most  important  branch  of  this  department  called  "Miscel- 
laneous" is  that  of  Manuscripts.  The  Society  is  not  doing  all 
it  ought  in  rescuing  these  perishable  materials  of  history,  which 
are  in  the  nature  of  the  case  unique,  and  once  lost  cannot  be 
replaced.  Many  family-papers,  letters,  diaries,  interleaved  al- 
manacs, account  books,  legal  instruments,  &c.,  are  going  to 
waste  in  garrets,  or  await  the  swifter  destruction  of  fire.  If  col- 
lected and  made  accessible,  they  would  be  of  incalculable  service 
to  the  antiquary,  the  genealogist,  and  even  the  historian.  This 
is  a  line  of  work  in  which  all  may  aid.  It  is  a  task  especially 
appropriate  to  Historical  Societies,  whose  corporate  existence 
outlives  that  of  individual  collectors,  and  furnishes  the  best 
guarantee  of  continuance. 

CHARLES  W.  PARSONS 
WILLIAM  B.  WEEDEN 
STEPHEN  H.  ARNOLD 

Committee  on  the  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
PUBLICATIONS. 


Providence,  January  12,  1886 
To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

The  Committee  on  Publications  present  their  annual  report, 
as  follows  : 

Pursuant  to  the  vote  of  the  Society  the  committee  prepared 
for  printing  as  usual  a  condensed  report  of  the  proceedings  for 


36  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

the  year  1884  together  with  the  address  of  the  president  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  and  the  several  reports  then  submitted. 
This  was  soon  followed  by  the  issue  of  Volume  VII.  of  the  Col- 
lections of  this  Society,  the  contents  of  which  were  stated  in  the 
last  report.  For  many  years  the  committee  on  publications  have 
hesitated  to  publish  a  volume,  from  the  fear  that  in  the  long 
time  before  the  receipts  from  the  sale  of  copies  would  repay 
the  cost  incurred  the  slender  means  of  the  Society  might  be  se- 
riously impaired.  This  committee  therefore  recommended  that 
a  fund  be  raised  by  subscription  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  forth- 
coming volume,  to  be  restored  by  the  proceeds  of  its  sale,  and 
thus  to  serve  as  a  publication  fund  for  the  future.  The  society 
adopted  the  recommendation  and  Mr  John  P.  Walker  was  ap- 
pointed to  solicit  the  fund.  Beginning  with  his  own  generous 
donation  he  promptly  raised  the  entire  sum,  $650,  and  placed  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  in  ample  time  for  the  committee's 
use.  A  service  like  this,  of  present  and  permanent  value  to  the 
society,  deserves  grateful  recognition.  The  members  may  not 
have  realized  how  necessary  such  a  provision  is  for  the  publica- 
tion of  a  volume  at  any  time.  The  report  of  the  treasurer  shows 
the  total  income  to  be  but  a  little  over  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
year.  This  sum  barely  suffices  to  meet  our  moderate  expenses. 
More  than  three-quarters  of  this  amount  would  be  required  to 
cover  the  cost  of  an  ordinary  volume,  printed  and  bound  as 
cheaply  as  possible.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  society 
could  not  undertake  such  an  enterprize,  relying  solely  upon  its 
own  funds,  unless  the  sales  would  be  sufficient  to  reimburse  the 
treasury  at  once.  Upon  this  point,  however,  the  committee  re- 
gret to  say  that  their  apprehensions  were  not  unfounded.  Only 
eighty-four  copies  of  Volume  VII.  have  been  sold  up  to  this 
time,  and  the  number  of  members  who  have  taken  even  one  copy 
is  considerably  smaller.  Although  the  committee,  judging  from 
the  past,  did  not  anticipate  a  speedy  or  extensive  sale,  they  did 
expect  that  a  somewhat  larger  number  of  copies  would  be  taken 
by  the  members  than  the  account  thus  far  shows.  They  were 
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aware  that  the  greater  part  of  the  edition  of  Vol.  VI.  still  re- 
mains in  the  hands  of  the  society,  but  it  was  thought  that  this 
might  be  due  to  the  fact  that  sales  of  that  volume  were  made 
from  an  edition  which  was  not  issued  by  the  society.  Of  the 
other  volumes  some  were  printed  by  subscription  and  some  by 
private  enterprise,  the  society  subscribing  for  copies.  While  the 
charter  of  the  society  declares  its  incorporation  to  be  "for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  and  preserving  whatever  relates  to  the  to- 
pography, antiquities,  and  national,  civil  and  ecclesiastical  history 
of  this  State,"  the  committee  would,  nevertheless,  suggest  that 
no  such  society  fulfils  its  mission  unless  it  also  gives,  as  well  as 
receives,  something  relating  to  that  history.  It  grows  by  dis- 
seminating the  fruits  of  its  collections.  What  could  this  society 
have  done  to  awaken  an  interest  in  local  history  better  than  the 
issue  of  such  volumes  as  Potter's  History  of  Narragansett ;  Cal- 
lender's  Discourse  on  Staples's  Annals  of  Providence  ?  It  cannot 
be  expected  that  all  our  publications  will  have  a  value,  origi- 
nality, or  importance  equal  to  these,  and  yet  the  society  has 
much  material  which  is  too  interesting  and  valuable  to  sleep  in 
manuscript  sheets  in  its  archives.  It  is  hardly  probable  that  any 
book  put  forth  by  this  society  would  not  be  worth  purchase  and 
study  by  anyone  claiming  to  have  an  interest  in  matters  of  local 
history.  The  committee  do  not  question  the  readiness  of  our 
members  to  take  the  publications  of  the  society  when  they  are 
brought  to  their  attention.  Each  one,  no  doubt,  buys  many 
books  in  a  year  for  which  he  would  care  less.  But  lacking  the 
active  agencies  of  a  business-house  to  bring  these  publications  to 
their  notice,  the  society  must  rely  on  the  members  themselves 
for  carrying  out  this  branch  of  its  work,  and  the  committee, 
therefore,  respectfully  commend  it  to  their  attention.  Viewed 
simply  in  the  light  of  a  contribution  in  aid  of  historical  litera- 
ture, it  cannot  be  said  that  this  society  severely  taxes  the  liber- 
ality of  its  members,  inasmuch  as  nearly  twenty  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  publication  of  Volume  VI.  If  the  publication 
fund  could  be  reimbursed  from  the  proceeds  of  sales,  an  easy 
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solution  would  be  furnished  to  a  question  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  during  the  year.  There  has  been  a  long-cherished 
and  frequently  expressed  desire  in  this  society  to  publish  that 
portion  of  the  diary  of  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles  covering  the  period  of  his 
residence  in  Rhode  Island.  The  manuscript  is  in  the  possession 
of  Yale  College,  and  several  attempts  have  been  made  to  secure 
it  for  our  collections.  The  expense  of  the  work  has  been  the 
only  obstacle.  Early  in  the  year  the  president  received  a  letter 
from  the  New  Haven  Historical  Society,  announcing  its  inten- 
tion to  print  the  entire  diary  and  courteously  offering  to  this  so- 
ciety the  opportunity  to  join  them  in  that  part  of  the  work  which 
relates  to  Rhode  Island.  The  matter  was  referred  to  this  com- 
mittee, who  have  hoped  that,  by  this  time,  the  condition  of  the 
publication  fund  would  enable  them  to  return  a  favorable  re- 
sponse. The  committee  have,  reluctantly,  to  say  that  they  do 
not  yet  see  the  way  clear  to  accept  the  very  kind  proposition  of 
the  New  Haven  Society.  Unless  this  society  is  ready  to  assume 
the  risk  of  being  able  to  meet  its  share  of  the  cost  of  the  volume 
— the  entire  diary  to  consist  of  two  volumes — the  proposal  must 
be  declined.  The  time  has  come  when  some  definite  action  must 
be  taken  and  we  therefore  respectfully  refer  the  matter  to  the 
consideration  of  the  society.  There  can  be  no  question  of  the 
desirability  of  the  publication  ;  the  only  question  is  that  of  abil- 
ity to  join  in  it. 

Other  material  is  in  readiness  for  printing  ;  among  which  are 
the  Comer,  Mac  Sparran  and  Parsons  diaries,  to  which  the  at- 
tention of  the  society  has  heretofore  been  called. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  H.  STINESS, 
for  the  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  MASON. 

Newport,  January  4th,  1886. 

To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

The  expectation  that  when  the  Newport  Historical  Society 
moved  into  its  new  quarters,  on  Barney  Street,  there  would  be 
shown  a  wider  and  deeper  interest  in  historical  matters  in  this 
part  of  the  State  has  been  realized.  The  plan  of  having  regu- 
lar meetings,  once  a  month,  rather  than  quarterly,  at  which 
time  one  or  more  papers  should  be  read,  was  well  received. 
During  the  year  there  have  been  eleven  such  meetings.  The 
papers  read,  or  the  discussions  that  have  taken  place,  have  given 
a  great  deal  of  valuable  information,  and  the  Cabinet  has  been 
an  object  of  increased  attention,  owing  to  the  number  and  value 
of  the  gifts  that  have  been  made  to  the  Society.  These  have 
been  classified  and  carefully  arranged  in  cases  prepared  for  their 
reception.  The  room  has  been  open  daily,  and  frequently  the 
number  of  visitors  in  the  course  of  a  day  is  large.  On  the 
tenth  of  September  more  than  five  hundred  persons  visited  the 
room,  and  many  of  them  registered  their  names  before  leaving. 
A  marble  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  John  Clarke  has  been 
placed  on  one  of  the  walls,  and  it  is  expected  that  other  and 
like  tablets  will  follow,  commemorative  of  distinguished  names 
that  have  a  place  in  the  history  of  the  State.  At  a  recent 
meeting  the  venerable  Francis  Brinley  was  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  history  of  the  Society,  from  .the  time  that  it 
was  organized,  1853,  down  to  the  present  date,  to  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting. 

Respectfully, 

GEO.  C.  MASON, 

Procurator. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  REV.  MR.  PORTER. 


Pawtucket,  January  12th,  1886. 

To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

As  Procurator  for  Pawtucket  I  have  to  report  the  gathering 
of  a  few  pamphlets  relating  to  town  matters  —  but  nothing  of 
speeial  importance.  Since  we  have  become  a  city  there  has 
been  more  public  interest  in  our  history*  and  an  increasing  pride 
in  our  manufacturing  prosperity,  with  a  greater  reverence  for 
the  founders  of  our  material  wealth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  H.  PORTER. 

REPORT  or  MR.  MEADER. 


Warren,  January  12th,  1886. 

To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

About  a  year  ago,  by  request,  Mr.  Amos  Perry  came  to 
Warren  and  read  his  paper  on  "Almanacs"  before  a  good-sized 
audience  in  the  vestry  of  the  Baptist  Church.  At  the  same 
time  he  explained  the  purpose  of  this  Society.  On  a  previous 
occasion  Dr.  Guild  had  read  a  paper  in  the  same  place  on  the 
"Early  History  of  Brown  University,"  and  had  given  an  ac- 
count of  the  first  commencement  of  the  college  held  in  Warren. 
These  two  papers  have  aided,  in  no  small  degree,  in  stimulating 
a  spirit  of  inquiry  into  the  history  of  the  town. 

Several  pupils  in  the  High  School  have  written  essays  on 
Warren  industries  of  the  past,  and  one  of  these,  a  very  credit- 
able paper,  has  been  published  in  the  Warren  Gazette. 

Mr.  James  N.  Arnold  has  done  a  good  service  by  collecting 
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the  inscriptions  from  the  head-stones  in  the  old  cemeteries,  and 
these  have  also  been  published  in  our  local  paper. 

We  are  able  to  present  the  Society  with  two  pamphlets  of 
some  historic  interest,  and  two  old  deeds  will  be  added  as  soon 
as  frames  are  procured  for  them.  One  pamphlet  bears  date  of 
1816.  It  is  a  Fourth  of  July  oration  delivered  before  the 
citizens  of  Bristol.  The  name  of  the  author  is  not  given  ;  it 
was  printed  in  Warren  by  Mr.  Samuel  Randall.  The  other 
pamphlet  is  from  the  same  printer  and  bears  date  of  1820.  It 
is  the  farewell  discourse  of  Rev.  Daniel  Chessman,  delivered  in 
the  Warren  Baptist  Church,  January  30,  of  the  above-named 
year.  Mr.  Chessman  organized  the  first  Sunday-School  in  the 
church,  and  he  alludes  to  it  in  his  discourse  as  having  reached 
one  hundred  members. 

Mr.  Randall,  the  publisher  of  these  pamphlets,  was  father  of 
the  late  Bishop  Randall.  He  was,  at  different  times,  principal 
of  the  Warren  Academy,  postmaster,  publisher  of  the  Clarion, 
and  later  of  the  Warren  Telegraph,  and  was  at  one  time  an 
associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island. 

One  of  the  deeds  alluded  to  bears  date  of  1688.  The  wit- 
1  nesses  are  Hugh  Cole  and  Obadiah  Brown.  The  name  of 
Hugh  Cole  is  of  special  interest  because  tradition  says  he  was 
on  terms  of  intimacy  with  King  Philip.  He  is  connected  with 
the  Coles  of  the  present  day  in  Warren. 

The  other  deed  bears  date  of  1692.  Both  convey  land  on 
"Touissett  Neck,  Swansea"  (now  Warren,  R.  I.),  to  Elder 
Samuel  Luther,  who  was  pastor  of  the  Swansea  Baptist  Church. 
They  are  printed  on  heavy  paper,  are  written  quite  plainly,  and 
are  quite  well  preserved. 

As  the  purpose  of  this  Society  becomes  better  known,  other 
valuable  material,  we  are  sure,  will  be  contributed  from  time  to 
time  by  our  citizens. 

LEWIS  H.  MEADER, 

Procurator  for  Warren. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


GENERAL  FUND. 

Richmond  P.  Everett,   Treastirer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 
1885. 

Jan.     13.     To  cash  on  hand, 575  37 

1886. 

Jan.     II.          Taxes  from  217  members, 651  oo 

Taxes  overdue  from  6  members,      ....  18  oo 

Fees  for  admission  from  20  members,     .         .         .  100  oo 

Interest  from  Providence  Institution   for  Savings 

from  Life  Membership  Fund,      ....  44  04 


Cr. 

1885. 

April     7.     Kellogg  Printing  Company,  for  publishing  proceedings 

of  1884-85, $129  50 

Aug.    26.     Insurance  for  5  years  on  Library  for  $7000,  on   Por- 
traits for  #2500,  on  Furniture  for  $500,  Total  $1000  180  oo 
1886. 

Jan.     II.     Fuel,  gas  and  janitor, 245  32 

Postage,  meetings,  express  and  printing,      .         .         .  208  1 7 

Committee  on  the  Library,           .....  77  76 

Building  and  Grounds, 42  65 

Magazines,           ........  5  oo 

Cash  on  hand,     ........  01 


RICHMOND   P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  u,  1886. 
We  have  examined  the  foregoing  account  and  find  the  same  correct. 

JOHN  P.  WALKKR, 
EDWIN  BARROWS, 
LEWIS  J.  CHACE, 

it  Commitec. 
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LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND. 


Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 
1885. 

Jan.     13.     To  cash  on  hand, $1090  90 

1 6.          William  G.  Weld,  for  membership,         ...  50  oo 

23.          George  Peabody  Wetmore,  for  membership,  .         .  50  oo 

Feb.    1 8.          John  Nicholas  Brown,  for  membership,  .        .  50  oo 

April  28.          Harold  Brown,  for  membership,      .         .         .         . '  50  oo 

1886. 
Jan.     II.          Interest  from  the  Providence  Institution  for 

Savings,  for  January  and  July,  1885,  44  04 

Interest  from  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank, 

for  July,  1885, i  50  45  54 


44 

Cr. 

1885. 
Dec.  14.  Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  .  $44  04 

1886. 
Jan.  II.  Cash  on  hand, 1292  40 


44 
January  u,  1886.     There  is  deposited  in  the  Providence 

Institution  for  Savings,        .         .         .  .         .  1090  90 

In  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,          ....  201  50 


$1292  40 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  n,  1886. 
We  have  examined  the  foregoing  account  and  find  the  same  correct. 

JOHN  P.  WALKER, 
EDWIN  BARROWS, 
LEWIS  J.  CHACE, 

Audit  Committee. 
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Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 


Dr. 

1885. 
Jan.     12.     To  cash  on  hand, 

26.          Subscriptions  from — 
George  T.  Paine, 
Samuel  M.  Noyes, 
William  Grosvenor, 
D.  Russell  Brown, 
Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
John  L.  Lincoln, 
Samuel  W.  Peckham. 
Henry  C.  Cranston, 
William  D.  Ely,    . 
Thomas  Durfee,    . 
George  B.  Calder, 
Robert  B.  Chambers, 
Charles  Bradley,   . 
William  S.  Johnson, 
William  A.  Spicer, 
Edward  I.  Nickerson, 
Edwin  Barrows,    . 
Jt  Lippitt  Snow,    . 
Charles  H.  Child, 
Thomas  A.  Doyle, 
Herbert  W.  Ladd, 
George  W.  Whitford, 
William  M.  Bailey, 
Walter  Richmond, 
Frederick  S.  Hoppin, 
J.  Herbert  Shedd, 
James  H.  Bugbee, 
George  L.  Shepley, 
Edward  A.  Greene, 
Benjamin  W.  Ham, 
Smith  Owen, 
Rufus  Waterman, 
William  W.  Hoppin, 
Frederick  M.  Ballou, 
Daniel  G.  Campbell, 


$37° 


Books  sold,     ....... 

Interest  from  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust  Co. 


25  oo 

25  oo 

15  oo 

10  OO 

IO  00 

IO  OO 

10  00 

IO  OO 

IO  OO 

IO  OO 

5  oo 

5  °° 

5  oo 

5  °° 

5  °° 

S  °o 

5  oo 

5  oo 

5  oo 

5  oo 

5  oo 

5  oo 

5  o° 

5  oo 

5  oo 

•5  oo 

5  oo 

5  o° 

5  o° 

5  o° 

5  °° 

5  o° 

5  oo 

5  oo 

5  oo  260 

oo 

161 

Co 

12 

09 

5803 

69 
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Cr. 
1885. 
May      8.     Paid  Kellogg  Printing  Company  bill  of  printing  the 

Seventh  Volume  of  the  Society,      ....  $637  30 

1886. 
Jan.     ii.     Cash  on  hand, 166  39 


$803  69 
January  n,  1886.     There  is  a  deposit  in  the   Rhode 

Island  Hospital  Trust  Company  this  day,          .  $166  39 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  n,  1886. 
Examined  above  account  and  found  same  correct. 

JOHN  P.  WALKER, 
EDWIN  BARROWS, 
LEWIS  J.  CHACE, 

Audit  Committee. 
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THE  HUGUENOT  INFLUENCE  IN  RHODE 
ISLAND. 


BY  Miss  ESTHER  BERNON  CARPENTER. 


The  principal  anniversary  in  the  course  of  the  greatest 
national  persecution  in  modern  history  was  observed  thirteen 
years  ago,  at  the  three  hundreth  return  of  the  memories  of  the 
martyrdom  of  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  that  "bloodiest  picture 
in  the  book  of  time."  The  massacre  of  that  day  was  the  severest 
blow  ever  struck  at  religion  under  any  name,  and  in  the  sorrow- 
ful words  of  the  devout  Catholic  and  brilliant  thinker,  Chateau- 
briand, "gave  to  philosophical  ideas  an  advantage  over  religious 
ideas  which  has  never  since  been  lost."  The  courtly  instigators 
of  that  crime,  and  the  brutal  executors  of  their  will,  alike  be- 
lieved that  they  had  well-nigh  extirpated  the  heretics.  And 
Louis  XIV.  was  convinced  that  in  affixing  his  signature  to  the 
Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  he  should  extinguish  the  very 
name  of  heresy  in  his  dominions.  But  the  spiritual  forces  which 
brought  about  the  Reformation,  with  its  final  corollary,  religious 
freedom ,  were  working  out  results  which  in  their  ultimate  course 
could  neither  be  arrested  by  persecution  nor  limited  by  tolera- 
tion. Kings  and  statesmen,  priests  and  nobles,  could  direct  the 
cumbrous  machinery  of  the  state  and  the  law  against  the  visible 
manifestations  of  heresy,  but  they  could  not  cope  with  the  finer 
agencies  of  thought  and  conscience,  and  the  soul  of  the  heretic 
was  an  unshaken  citadel. 
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The  Huguenots  of  France  who  first  began  to  be  generally 
called  by  that  name  under  Charles  IX.,  were  destined  to  carry  it 
to  distant  countries,  and  to  make  it  an  honored  title  to  the  latest 
generation.  Colonization  had  been  attempted  even  before  the 
great  massacre  of  1572,  and  the  brief  period  of  toleration,  under 
that  honest  soldier,  and  clear-sighted  man  of  affairs,  Henry  IV., 
was  quickly  followed  by  the  oppression  of  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, culminating  with  the  infamous  dragonnades,  the  results  of 
which,  in  the  multitudes  of  forced  conversions,  furnished  the 
pretended  warrant  for  that  Act  of  Revocation  which,  in  1685, 
drove  hundreds  of  thousands  of  loyal  and  home-loving  French- 
men into  exile. 

With  the  fall,  in  1628,  of  La  Rochelle,  the  historic  Huguenot 
city,  "the  Religion"  ceased  to  be  coupled  with  the  strife  of 
civil  factions,  many  of  the  great  nobles  deserting  a  cause  that 
could  no  longer  serve  their  party  interests.  The  Reformed 
Church,  thus  tried  by  adversity,  was  to  be  still  further  purified 
by  persecution.  Those  who  endured  both  these  ordeals,  and  re- 
mained true  to  the  reformed  doctrines,  were  recruited  from  the 
intellectual  and  the  industrial  strength  of  the  nation.  First  may 
be  named  a  group  of  noble  families  of  ancient  distinction,  who 
were  still  loyal  to  the  Protestant  faith.  With  them  stood  the  lead- 
ing merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  they  were 
followed  by  the  more  intelligent  artisans,  peasantry  and  seamen. 
With  the  Huguenots,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Jews,  exclusion  from 
all  the  ambitions  of  civil  and  political  life  had  resulted  in  the 
concentration  of  their  abilities  upon  the  practical  interests  of 
business.  French  trade  and  manufactures  flourished  in  heretic 
hands.  One-third  of  the  trade  of  the  country  was  conducted  by 
the  Reformed.  In  silk  weaving,  glass  manufacturing,  as  fabri- 
cants  of  jewelry  and  pottery,  and  in  many  other  branches  of  the 
finer  industries,  they  were  eminent  for  their  ingenuity  and  taste. 
In  agriculture,  wherein,  as  the  good  sense  of  the  French  nation 
has  always  acknowledged,  lies  the  true  wealth  of  a  people,  they 
were  especially  dilligent  and  successful.  A  refugee  in  Boston 
in  1687  is  surprised  at  the  careless  husbandry  of  the  English, 
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<jiii  sont  beaacoup  fencans,  and  are  proficient  only  in  raising 
their  Indian  corn  and  cattle.  No  small  number  of  the  French 
seamen,  and  those  confessedly  of  the  best  type,  were  of  the  Re- 
formed religion.  In  departing  from  the  able  policy  of  Richelieu 
and  Mazarin,  and  causing  the  Huguenot  emigrations,  the  gov- 
ernment of  Louis  XIV.  disorganized  the  great  middle  class  of 
the  kingdom,  and  impaired  the  chief  resources  of  national  pros- 
perity. 

When  the  time  arrived  for  the  multitudes  of  Frenchmen,  na- 
tives of  separated  provinces,  members  of  different  classes  and 
belonging  to  diverse  callings,  but  all  united  as  confessors  of  a 
common  faith,  to  decide  between  recantation  and  expatriation, 
the  stern  choice  was  firmly  made.  In  a  moment,  as  it  w^ere,  by 
the  power  of  a  noble  impulse  that  warmed  the  hearts  and  nerved 
the  wills  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  "the  Religion,"  France  was 
abandoned  for  a  refuge  beyond  the  seas.  Then  began  such  an 
exodus  as  the  civilized  world  had  never  seen.  The  expulsion, 
early  in  the  same  century,  of  the  Moors  and  Jews  from  the  bor- 
ders of  Spain  could  scarcely  afford  a  parallel  to  the  decree  by 
which  the  Most  Christian  King  drove  his  Protestant  subjects 
from  the  heart  of  his  kingdom  into  perpetual  exile.  As  the 
children  of  Israel  departed  in  haste,  taking  with  them  their  yet 
unleavened  bread,  so  it  is  told,  in  the  homely  story  of  a  refugee 
family,  that  they  fled  at  a  sudden  warning,  leaving  "the  dinner 
on  the  fire."  These  also  left  all  and  followed  Him,  their  Divine 
Master,  as  truly  as  those  who  left  houses  and  lands,  for  His 
name's  sake. 

The  emigration  was  from  the  most  distinguished  provinces  of 
the  kingdom.  From  proud  Normandy  and  ancient  Bretagne 
went  the  descendants  of  the  Crusaders,  to  begin  a  holier  pilgrim- 
age than  that  on  which  their  ancestors  had  departed,  centuries 
before.  From  Saintonge,  the  early  seed  plot  of  the  Reforma- 
tion in  France  ;  from  the  Lyonnais,  the  seat  of  Protestant  in- 
dustry ;  from  sunny  Champagne  and  stately  Dauphiny  ;  from 
romantic  Languedoc  and  fair  Lorraine  ;  from  Touraine,  Berry 
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and  the  Orleanais,  copiously  watered  by  the  veins  and  arteries 
of  the  noble  Loire  ;  from  Poitou,  rich  in  ancient  memories  ;  from 
the  Isle  de  France  and  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  ;  from  Guy- 
enne,  the  fruitful ;  from  the  inheritance  of  the  Counts  of  Foix  ; 
from  Picardy  and  Maine  ;  and  above  all,  from  Aunis,  the  faithful 
province,  with  its  Huguenot  stronghold,  La  Jlochelle,  "proud 
city  of  the  waters,"  from  town  and  hamlet,  from  chateau  and  cot- 
tage, from  hill  country  and  islet,  from  the  seaboard  and  from  the 
interior,  from  the  north,  east  and  south  of  France,  the  fugitives, 
eluding  the  strictest  vigilance  of  the  watchful  guards  stationed 
on  the  frontier,  escaped  in  multitudes  to  their  distant  refuge 
among  a  people  of  an  alien  race  and  a  foreign  tongue. 

What  elements  of  mind  and  character  did  they  bring  to  the 
formation  of  the  complex  nationality  which,  in  the  last  two  cen- 
turies, has  been  developed  in  the  maturing  of  the  American  Re- 
public ? 

It  has  never  been  denied  that  the  emigration  wielded  a  greater 
influence  than  might  have  been  expected  from  its  mere  numbers. 
The  qualities  of  its  members  were,  indeed,  of  a  shining  order  to 
have  irradiated  our  history  with  that  long,  bright  track  of  light 
which  we  are  now  following  to  its  origin  in  the  dawning  of  the 
Reformation. 

Though  Lefevre  is  called  the  father  of  the  French  Reforma- 
tion, Calvin,  as  its  tutor  and  governor,  formed  its  character  and 
shaped  its  destinies.  Geneva  dominated  La  Rochelle.  Calvin- 
ism, originating  in  the  demand  of  the  logical  French  mind 
for  a  definite  theology,  was,  in  the  severities  of  its  discipline,  a 
more  wholesome  training  for  the  people  of  the  Gallic  race,  na- 
tives of  a  smiling  country,  strong  in  le  bon  sens  against  the 
promptings  of  fanaticism,  and  sustained  in  all  reverses  by  an 
inexhaustible  cheerfulness,  than  to  the  moulding  of  the  morbid 
and  gloomy  Saxon,  Avhether  brooding  in  the  mountain  retreats 
of  the  Covenanter  or  battling  with  the  assaults  of  the  stern  cli- 
mate in  which  the  Puritan  met  an  unrelenting  foe.  No  super- 
stitious terrors  or  cruelties  mar  the  civil  record  of  the  Huguenots. 
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During  the  wars  of  "the  Religion"  they  fought  in  self-defence 
and  with  few  violations  of  the  laws  of  eivilized  warfare.  In  re- 
taliation for  massacres  they  repeatedly  committed  acts  of  icono- 
clastic impiety,  and  this  is  a  reproach  from  which  even  the  sober 
blood  of  the  Netherlanders  is  not  free.  But  it  may  be  said  of 
them,  as  a  people,  that  though  tried  by  the  refinements  of  per- 
secution, suffering  in  the  separation  from  their  children,  goaded 
by  the  violence  of  a  brutal  soldiery,  transported  like  criminals, 
enduring  as  galley-slaves  the  severest  labor  that  can  be  per- 
formed by  man,  or  driven  into  hopeless  exile,  they  still  remained 
confessors,  and  did  not  degenerate  into  fanatics.  In  them  the 
best  type  of  the  national  character  asserted  itself,  blending  with 
its  kindred  traits  in  Protestant  England  and  America,  and  within 
the  scope  of  its  immediate  influence,  subduing  the  asperities  of 
a  race  that  was  ruder  in  the  etiquette  of  its  pleasures  than  the 
more  gentle  people  had  been  in  the  chivalry  of  its  warfare.  The 
sudden  and  secret  departure  of  the  exiles  constituted  a  phase  of 
history  that  was  to  be  repeated  little  more  than  a  century  later, 
in  the  flight  of  the  emigres.  But  the  priests  and  the  nobles  who 
composed  the  proscribed  classes  of  the  Revolution  brought  to 
England  no  such  accession  to  her  moral  or  material  wealth  as 
was  furnished  by  the  Huguenot  manufacturers  and  artisans  of  the 
intelligent  middle  class.  The  character  of  the  refugee  contribu- 
tion to  the  strength  of  the  English  people  was  chiefly  industrial. 
In  America  the  Huguenot  name  has  been  especially  identified 
with  political  ascendency.  By  a  fulfillment  under  favoring  con- 
ditions of  national  aspirations  analogous  to  that  which  was  seen 
in  the  founding  of  the  democracy  of  New  England,  long  before 
English  liberties  were  secured  by  the  Revolution  of  1688,  the 
immediate  descendants  of  expatriated  Frenchmen,  by  their  share 
in  our  struggle  for  independence,  anticipated  the  rising  of  their 
countrymen,  the  tiers  ctat  of  France,  with  whom  originated  the 
Revolution.  In  summing  up  all  these  phases  of  nationality, 
either  industrial,  political,  scholarly,  social,  or  religious,  it  is 
say  that  intellectuality  is  the  note  of  Calvinism. 
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French  Protestantism  owed  its  early  development  to  the  results 
of  the  Humanist  culture,  chastened  and  systematized  by  the  logic 
of  Calvin,  who  may  be  styled  the  Apostle  to  the  intellectual ; 
and  wherever  we  trace  the  influence  of  his  teachings,  whether 
in  discipleship,  under  the  skies  of  antique  France,  or  in  the  re- 
volt of  modern  New  England,  we  recognize  the  workings  of  Ren- 
aissance scholarship  and  Calvinistic  thoughtfulness,  as  in  the 
reactionary  types  which  to-day  are  reproached  as  cultivating  a 
mere  intellectualism,  or  even  as  Pagan,  by  those  religionists 
who  jealously  profess  a  more  full-blooded  creed,  and  engage  in  a 
heartier  worship.  But  though  the  French  Calvinist,  by  his  moral 
elevation,  represented  the  most  dignified  type  of  French  charac- 
ter, he  was  not  of  the  school  thus  indicated  by  the  poet  of  Puri- 
tan antecedents  : 

"Severe  and  smileless,  he  that  runs  may  read 
The  stern  disciple  of  Geneva's  creed." 

Like  the  Puritans,  the  Huguenots  sang  psalms,  and  were  dil- 
igent Bible  students.  Like  them,  they  chose  the  names  of  their 
children  from  the  Scriptures  rather  than  from  the  calendar  of 
saints  of  doubtful  associations.  The  analogy  of  their  sufferings 
under  the  Bourbon  Ahasuerus  with  those  of  the  Jews  of  old 
time,  as  related  in  the  Book  of  Esther,  was  constantly  present 
with  them,  and  no  name  was  oftener  given  to  their  daughters 
than  that  of  the  Jewish  heroine.  The  name  of  Samuel,  the 
early  called,  was  so  often  used  among  them  in  pious  memory  of 
youthful  devotion  as  to  provoke  the  scornful  notice  of  their  op- 
ponents. But,  unlike  the  Xew  Englanders,  they  cultivated  the 
amenities  of  life,  in  cheery  and  kindly  social  observances,  in  del- 
icacy and  refinement  of  manners,  and  in  taste  for  music  and  the 
arts.  In  engraving,  ceramics,  painting  and  sculpture,  and  in 
the  walks  of  science,  scholarship  and  literature,  they  furnished 
examples  of  exceptional  ability  and  skill.  While  civil  war  was 
raging,  in  1574,  the  theatres  of  La  Rochelle  were  frequented, 
as  those  of  Paris  were  in  the  Reign  of  Terror,  more  than  two 
hundred  years  later.  And  the  play  which  divided  the  attention 
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of  the  Rochellese  with  the  interests  of  the  war  was  the  work  ot 
a  Huguenot  woman,  afterwards  known  in  the  long  history  of  a 
desperate  strife  as  the  heroic  Duchesse  de  Rohan.  Creeds  and 
systems  cannot  extinguish  race  characteristics,  and  these  Puri- 
tans of  France  kept  Christmas  and  Easter,  used  a  ritual,  and  in 
exile  readily  conformed  to  the  Church  of  England,  who  numbers 
on  her  long  list  of  worthies  some  of  their  most  valued  sons. 

One  distinction  between  the  fugitives  of  La  Rochelle  and  the 
Pilgrims  of  Leyden  cannot  be  overlooked — the  former  fled  from 
persecution  in  its  severest  form  ;  the  latter  did  not ;  and,  praise- 
worthy as  was  that  motive  of  their  departure  from  Holland 
which  prompted  them  to  preserve  and  transmit  their  English 
nationality,  the  Puritan  emigrants  cannot  command  those  deeper 
sympathies  which  respond  to  the  story  of  the  Huguenot  exiles. 

The  merciless  fate  that  banished  the  fugitive  from  his  home 
and  country  pursued  him,  in  various  forms  of  misfortune,  in 
his  flight  to  distant  refuges.  England  and  Holland  afforded 
peaceful  asylums.  But  treachery  undermined  Coligny's  colony 
in  Brazil,  and  Spanish  and  Portuguese  hostility  completed  its 
ruin.  The  Floridian  colony  was  soon  extinct  in  the  blood  of 
those  Spanish  massacres  which  the  tourists  learns  to  associate 
with  the  antiquity  of  St.  Augustine.  By  the  triumph  of  the 
Jesuits,  the  heretic  was  expelled  from  Acadia  and  Canada ;  and 
France  was  arrested  in  the  career  of  colonial  empire.  In  her 
Protestant  population  she  possessed  her  most  valuable  material 
for  the  work  of  colonization .  The  Huguenots  were  of  the  pros- 
perous class  that  emigrates  only  under  the  stress  of  some  extra- 
ordinary motive,  such  as  was  supplied  by  the  pursuit  of  liberty 
of  conscience.  But  this  means  of  escape  was  denied  to  them  ; 
for  the  persecution  long  rife  in  the  kingdom  was  finally  carried 
into  the  far  Antilles ;  and  the  Huguenot,  already  an  emigrant 
for  his  faith  to  these  remote  dependencies  of  the  French  crown, 
became  a  fugitive  to  the  English  colonies.  By  a  system  which 
illustrated  the  irony  of  cruelty,  the  Protestants  were  now  sent 
in  forced  emigrations  to  the  Antilles,  transported  like  convicts 
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to  be  sold  into  peonage  to  the  Roman  Catholic  planters.  As  in 
the  history  of  the  Inquisition,  which  mocked  the  hopes  of  the 
converts  to  its  terrors  with  a  pious  death,  inflicted  on  them  as 
penitents,  and  not  as  heretics,  so  among-  the  Huguenot  victims 
the  recanting  and  the  constant  were  shipped  together  from  French 
ports  to  a  fate  more  dreaded  than  even  the  slavery  of  the  gal- 
leys, of  which  Victor  Hugo  has  given  so  fearfully  vivid  a  picture 
in  his  recital  of  the  sufferings  of  les  formats.  Only  in  escape 
from  the  tortures  of  the  West  Indies  to  the  haven  of  the  nearest 
Protestant  country  could  the  hunted  exile  find  security.  And 
here,  too,  his  unhappy  tlestiny  awaited  him  in  the  earlier  expe- 
riences of  his  settlement  in  our  Eastern,  Middle  and  Southern 
colonies,  for  the  fever  of  Carolina,  the  savages  of  the  New  Neth- 
erlands and  of  Massachusetts,  where  they  were  incited  by  Jesuit 
craft  to  the  Oxford  massacre,  were  deadly  foes.  No  more  touch- 
ing story  is  written  in  our  colonial  annals  than  that  of  the  sor- 
rowing exiles  of  New  Oxford,  homeless  for  the  second  time, 
departing  in  tears  from  their  church  in  the  wilderness,  and  from 
the  graves  of  their  dead. 

But  in  Rhode  Island,  the  retreat  of  the  persecuted,  and  in 
Xarragansett,  the  seat  of  the  friendly  tribe  that  welcomed  the 
exiled  founder  of  the  colony,  here,  assuredly,  the  wanderer 
must  find  repose.  It  was  not  so.  Even  here  he  tasted  again  of 
the  bitterness  of  exile,  and  once  more  took  up  the  burden  of  his 
griefs,  a  homeless  man. 

The  cause  of  his  expulsion  from  the  little  territory,  of  which 
our  local  tradition  relates  that  he  chose  it  for  its  fertility,  as 
hoping  to  find  in  it  an  Eden  of  fruitfulness  and  peace,  was, 
according  to  the  researches  of  the  late  Elisha  R.  Potter,  one 
of  those  disputes  over  conflicting  land  titles  which  so  often 
sowed  thorns  in  the  path  of  our  pioneers.  The  designing 
Atherton  Company,  through  its  London  agents,  secured  these 
unsuspecting  emigrants  as  settlers  of  territory  which  nearly  ten 
years  before  had  been  parcelled  out  by  the  Rhode  Island  Assem- 
bly to  the  proprietors  of  East  Greenwich,  under  which  name 
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the  new  township  was  already  known.  More  than  forty-five 
families  left  London  to  sail  for  New  England  in  1686.  The 
leader  of  the  expedition  was  a  nobleman,  and  among  the  emi- 
grants were  the  pastor  and  the  physician  of  the  future  colony. 
Its  annals  are  short  and  simple  indeed,  for  in  five  years  the 
settlement  was  broken  up  and  almost  every  family  had  left 
Rhode  Island. 

The  members  of  the  Atherton  Company  had  obtained  their 
large  Indian  grants  partly  by  means  of  frauds,  which  led  Roger 
Williams  (who  refused  to  interpret  for  them,  on  their  first 
coming  into  Narragansett  as  representatives  of  Connecticut,) 
to  denounce  their  greed  for  land,  as  "one  of  the  gods  of  our 
Xew  England,  which  the  Eternal  will  destroy."  The  various 
colonial  and  individual  claims  to  the  Narragansett  lands  were 
still  pending,  while  the  claimants  awaited  the  decision  of  the 
Crown,  when  the  refugees  entered  this  doubtful  region  as  set- 
tlers. They  were  first  assigned  to  a  tract  six  miles  square, 
lying  west  of  Wickford,  the  Newbarry  plantation,  probably  so 
called  after  Walter  Newbarry,  a  Rhode  Island  member  of  the 
Council  of  Governor  Andros.  But  it  was  rejected  by  these 
emigrants  from  the  Rochellese  seaboard  as  lying  too  far  from  the 
ocean,  and  another  site  was  occupied,  then,  as  now,  principally 
included  in  East  Greenwich  and  still  identified  as  Frenchtown, 
where  the  excavations  made  for  nine  of  their  temporary  habita- 
tions may  still  be  traced,  chiefly  grouped  about  the  spring, 
around  which  they  planted  their  orchards  and  vineyards. 

And  now  we  pause  on  the  eve  of  their  settlement  to  consider 
the  character  of  the  new  surroundings  in  which  they  found 
themselves,  after  nearly  a  twelvemonth  of  the  homeless  journ- 
ey ings  of  exiles.  Two  centuries  from  the  crowded  years  of  the 
ancient  civilization  of  France  !  Two  hundred  years  from  the 
brief  story  of  the  American  colonization  !  We  go  back  to  the 
rude  beginnings  of  our  colonial  life,  to  find  it  confronted  in 
strangest  contrast,  by  the  finest  qualities  of  European  maturity. 
In  1686,  Roger  Williams  had  been  dead  but  three  years. 
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Louis  XIV.  was  yet  to  live  nearly  thirty  years  to  see  the  injury 
wrought  to  his  kingdom  by  his  unrighteous  enactment.  James 
II.  was  in  the  first  year  of  his  short  and  turbulent  reign, 
during  which,  under  the  administration  of  his  colonial  repre- 
sentatives, the  early  names  of  the  townships  in  the  King's 
Province  were  temporarily  changed,  in  petty  conformity  to  that 
arbitrary  policy  which  was  arrested  by  the  Xew  England  Revo- 
lution of  1689.  The  political  state  of  Xarragansett  was  so 
wretched  that  Kingstown,  in  consideration  of  the  disturbances  of 
the  country,  had  lately  obtained  the  remission  of  her  tax.  Her 
chosen  deputies  to  the  Assembly  had  for  several  sessions  refused 
to  serve.  All  these  troubles  arose  from  the  strife  of  colonial 
jurisdictions,  and  from  the  conflicting  claims  to  individual 
holdings.  Both  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  were  territorial 
claimants  in  Xaragansett ;  the  latter  colony  having  formally 
annexed  Westerly  to  her  County  of  Suffolk.  The  disputed  land 
claims  in  Xarragansett,  as  set  forth  by  Roger  \Yilliams  eight  years 
earlier  in  a  quaintly  graphic  paper,  were  no  fewer  than  fifteen. 
Ten  years  had  passed  since  King  Phillip's  war,  but  the  country 
had  not  yet  recovered  from  the  devastation  wrought  by  the  attacks 
of  the  Indians  and  the  quartering  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
Colonies.  Bull's  blockhouse,  and  the  other  burned  buildings 
of  the  settlers,  had  not  been  replaced  ;  and  the  agriculture  of 
the  Xarragansetts  had  ceased  with  the  destructive  blow  suffered 
by  the  tribe  in  the  battle  of  the  Great  Swamp  Fort.  The  un- 
settled state  of  a  country,  the  ownership  of  which  had  been 
long  and  hotly  disputed,  and  which  finally  had  been  the  seat  of 
Indian  warfare,  as  well  as  of  border  frays,  may  be  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  the  date  of  1686  is  still  eighteen  years  earlier  than 
that  of  the  pilgrimage  made  in  1704  by  the  resolute  Madam 
Knight,  from  Boston  to  Xew  Haven,  passing  through  Narra- 
gansett,  and  meeting  in  the  course  of  her  undertaking  with  such 
difficulties  and  dangers  as  embellish  this  journey  of  two 
hundred  miles  with  more  adventures  than  a  woman  would  now 
encounter  in  making  the  tour  of  the  world.  "The  French 


56  KHODE    ISLAND    HISTOlilCAL    SOCIETY. 

doctor,"  mentioned  by  her,  (Dr.  Pierre  Ayrault,  of  the  French- 
town  settlement,)  figures  in  her  narrative  as  nearly  the  only 
reminder  of  that  civilization  of  which  she  took  leave  almost  at 
the  beginning  of  her  travels  in  her  visit  at  Dedham,  to  "Mr. 
Belcher,  the  minister  of  the  town."  One  incident  of  travel 
related  by  her  is  the  passage  of  a  river,  since  identified  as  run- 
ning south  of  East  Greenwich.  She  says  :  "The  post  told  me 
there  was  a  bad  river  we  wrere  to  ride  through,  which  was  so 
very  fierce  a  horse  could  hardly  stem  it."  On  reaching  it,  "I 
perceived  by  the  horse's  going  we  were  on  the  descent  of  a  hill 
which,  as  we  came  nearer  to  the  bottom,  was  totally  dark  with 
the  trees  that  surrounded  it."  But  "I  knew  by  the  going  of 
the  horse  wre  had  entered  the  water."  Having  crossed,  giving 
the  reins  to  her  horse,  as  bidden  by  her  guide,  "he  then  put  on 
harder  than  I  with  my  weary  bones  could  follow  ;  so  left  me 
and  the  way  behind  him  in  the  dolesome  woods."  These  des- 
criptive touches  show  us  that  the  conditions  of  pioneer  life  in 
Xarragansett  were,  as  the  writer  says  of  the  experiences  of 
her  journey,  "Enough  to  startle  a  masculine  courage."  The 
fertility  of  the  land  was  the  chief  advantage  enjoyed  by  the 
Huguenot  settlers.  In  this  temperate  climate  their  favorite 
gardens  and  orchards  would  flourish  abundantly.  Nowhere  in 
Rhode  Island  does  the  wild  grape  grow  in  greater  profusion 
than  here  ;  and  the  scions  of  the  mulberry  trees  of  their  projected 
silk  culture  are  still  cultivated  in  Frenchtown.  But,  in  the 
words  of  the  Psalmist,  "A  fruitful  land  maketh  He  barren,  for 
the  wickedness  of  them  that  dwell  therein  ;"  and  the  dispersed 
settlers,  in  their  ignorance  of  any  well-established  prior 
claim  to  the  land,  must  have  believed  it  a  wickedness  to  drive 
them  from  the  fields  they  had  diligently  tilled  and  planted. 
How  severe  must  have  been  the  hardships  of  exile  from  the  oldest 
of  European  civilizations  to  the  struggles  of  colonial  existence  ! 
How  rude  the  transition  from  the  courtly  scenes  in  which  some 
of  the  emigrants  had  moved  to  the  stern  solitudes  of  Narragan- 
sett !  The  strange  contrasts  in  their  experiences  did  not  pass 
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unnoticed  by  their  fellow-colonists.  In  the  manuscript  diary  of 
John  Saffin,  of  Bristol,  one  of  the  three  "Proprietors  of  the 
Narragansett  Country,"  who  signed  the  articles  of  agreement 
with  "the  French  gentlemen,"  may  be  traced  certain  indica- 
tions of  his  indignation  at  the  story  of  their  wrongs  and  his 
hearty  hatred  of  their  royal  oppressor.  "The  king  of  France 
is  so  absolute  that  his  will  is  his  law.  *  *  *  The  mere 
impost  of  salt  throughout  France  is  said  to  amount  to  two 
million  of  pounds  sterling,  the  poor  people  being  forced  to  take 
yearly  such  a  quantity  they  know  not  how  to  use  at  the  King's 
excessive  rates."  And  further  :  "It  is  affirmed  and  taken  fora 
certain  truth  that  the  French  King's  own  table  stands  him 
£500,000  yearly,  besides  the  Dauphin  and  the  Queen's  expenses 
at  court,  and  in  pensions  yearly,  at  home  and  abroad,  seven 
millions  of  money.  And  the  French  clergy  are  believed  to 
possess  thirty  millions  of  yearly  rent  which  they  pay  to  the 
King."  Thus  far  our  diarist,  whose  homely  record  impresses 
us  with  the  arrogant  luxury  of  a  court,  the  abuses  of  which 
had  become  matter  of  reflection  with  an  obscure  provincial  in 
a  foreign  colony.  His  bare  rendering  of  the  "certain  truth" 
brings  before  us  the  Grand  Monarque,  the  dispenser  of  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  in  pensions  among  the  tools  of  his  policy 
"at  home  and  abroad,"  and  especially  at  the  English  court,  no 
less  strongly  than  his  figure  is  displayed  in  the  brilliant  narra- 
tive of  Macaulay,  whose  rhetoric  but  enhances  the  original 
force  of  the  facts.  Where  in  all  the  circuit  of  human  affairs 
could  the  moralist  find  the  antithesis  more  sharply  drawn  be- 
tween the  splendors  of  sin  and  the  sufferings  of  the  righteous, 
than  in  the  opposite  fortunes  of  the  Most  Christian  King  and 
his  unhappy  subjects?  As  we  have  seen,  the  power  and  opu- 
lence of  "Lewis,  ye  French  King,"  had  penetrated  even  the 
obscurity  of  Xarragansett 

"  With  far-off  glories  of  the  Throne, 
And  glimmerings  of  the  Crown." 

And  the   keen  distresses  of  these  exiles  from   persecution   had 
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gained  a  hearing  even  from  Andros,  whom  Puritan  narrators 
have  depicted  as  the  tyrant  of  New  England  annals,  but  who 
lent  a  merciful  ear  to  the  prayer  of  the  refugees,  ordering  half 
the  hay  mown  on  the  meadows  of  which  the  holding  was  dis- 
puted between  the  old  and  the  new  settlers,  to  be  "for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  said  French  families,  who,  being  strangers  and 
lately  settled,  are  wholly  destitute,  and  have  no  other  way  to 
supply  themselves."  Such  were  the  contrasted  conditions  of 
royalty  and  exile.  But  the  earthly  honors  of  Louis  could  afford 
him  only  a  corruptible  crown,  while 

"  The  memory  of  the  just 

Smells  sweet,  and  blossoms  in  the  dust." 

The  giving  of  this  considerate  order  by  Governor  Andros, 
and  his  neutrality  in  the  conflict  of  possession,  could  not  pro- 
vide against  the  difficulties  of  an  imperfect  title.  To  review 
the  controversy  over  the  jurisdiction  and  occupation  of  Narra- 
ganset,  would,  as  Updike  said,  require  a  volume.  But  the 
nucleus  of  the  annoyances  experienced  by  the  Huguenots  lies  in 
the  fact  of  their  making  claim  to  lands  which  in  1677  had  been 
granted  to  actual  settlers.  Had  they  taken  up  some  of  the 
vacant  lands  of  Narragansett,  the  difficulties  attending  the 
adjustment  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  and  the  proprietorship 
of  the  Atherton  Company,  might  have  been  as  slight  as  the 
colonists  had  expected  them  to  be.  They  seem  never  to  have 
known  that  Rhode  Island,  by  the  act  of  her  Assembly,  had 
committed  herself  to  the  protection  of  the  earlier  settlers  ;  nor  to 
have  taken  account  of  that  Colony  as  a  party,  and  an  active  one, 
in  the  controversy.  It  is  true  that  all  parties  were  nominally 
awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Crown  in  respect  to  the  opposing 
claims  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut ;  but  Rhode  Islanders 
were  by  no  means  disposed  to  tarry  for  the  slow  processes  of  a 
conclusion  concerning  which  they  cherished  an  assurance,  even- 
tually to  be  justified,  that  it  would  prove  favorable  to  their 
rights.  They  were  first  in  possession,  and  they  vigorously 
enforced  their  claims.  The  Huguenots,  lacking  any  effectual 


HUGUENOT    INFLUENCE    IN    RHODE    ISLAND.  59 

support  from  Connecticut,  and  finding  no  hope  in  the  intricacies 
of  the  law  and  the  administration  ef  a  foreign  country,  the 
language  of  which  was  but  imperfectly  understood,  but  interpret- 
ing only  too  plainly  the  signs  of  violence  and  hostility  in  the  effa- 
cing of  their  boundaries,  the  blocking  of  their  highways,  and 
finally  in  personal  assaults,  quietly  withdrew  from  the  debatable 
land.  The  East  Greenwich  and  Kingston  settlers  seem  to  have 
asserted  their  ownership  by  the  arm  of  flesh  rather  than  by  the 
arm  of  the  law.  It  was  perhaps  too  much  to  expect  of  their 
magnanimity  that  they  should  show  moderation  in  the  defence 
of  rights  which  they  regarded  as  outrageously  violated ;  and  we 
cannot  be  surprised  at  their  disorderly  behavior,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  they  evidently  belonged  to  that  class  of  society  which 
knows  little  of  self  control.  The  long  period  of  border  war- 
fare over  the  disputed  lands  of  Xarragansett  had  developed  the 
natural  lawlessness  of  persons  for  whose  conduct  the  better 
order  of  settlers  were  not  responsible.  i'Many  of  the  English 
inhabitants,"  says  Dr.  Ayrault,  in  his  remonstrance  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Colony,  "would  have  helped  us,  but  when 
they  used  any  means  therein  they  were  evilly  treated."  When 
the  war  between  France  and  England  was  impending  in  1689 
the  Huguenots  suffered  serious  annoyance  from  the  rude  search 
for  arms  made  among  them,  without  legal  warrant,  by  their 
turbulent  neighbors ;  but  such  of  the  English  as  were  of  better 
nurture  joined  the  French  in  making  formal  complaint  of  this 
treatment ;  and  the  refugees,  by  obeying  the  order  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Government,  and  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  British  Crown,  secured  themselves  against  further  molesta- 
tion. 

It  was  a  fair  promise  of  colonial  prosperity  that  was  dissipated 
with  the  expulsion  of  the  refugees.  Each  family  was  entitled 
to  100  acres  of  upland,  besides  meadow  land  in  proportion. 
The  price  was  to  be  £20  the  hundred  acres,  if  paid  immediately, 
or  £25  if  the  payment  were  deferred  for  three  years.  The 
pastor's  endowment  consisted  of  150  acres.  One  hundred 
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acres  were  set  apart  as  glebe  land ;  and  fifty  acres  were  allotted 
toward  the  support  of  a  schoolmaster.  A  church  was  built,  in 
which,  to  quote  the  touching  expressions  of  Ayrault,  "we  could 
enjoy  our  worship  to  God,  *  *  *  it  being  a  very  wil- 
derness country."  This  little  church  was  destroyed  by  persons 
unknown  to  posterity,  but  charitably  characterized  by  Ayrault 
in  terms  much  below  the  severity  merited  by  the  offence  as  "the 
vulgar  sort  of  the  people." 

Five  hundred  French  families,  we  are  told,  would  have  come 
to  join  their  countrymen  in  Narragansett,  but  it  was  not  to  be 
the  fortune  of  the  French  emigrant  to  America  to  found  a 
lasting,  vigorous  and  homogeneous  colony,  save  in  that  prov- 
ince which  has  been  called  "the  home  of  the  Huguenots," 
and  in  which  the  sheltered  flowering  of  the  transplanted  French 
character  has  been  apparent  in  the  social  supremacy  and  the  gen- 
erous traits  of  the  Carolinian.  The  researches  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Charles  W.  Baird,  as  .given  in  his  history  of  the  Huguenot 
Emigration  to  America,  have  unveiled  the  few  facts  in  the  story 
of  the  dispersed  colonists  that  can  now  be  ascertained.  Natives 
of  La  Rochelle,  and  of  Normandy,  of  Saintonge,  Poitou,  and 
Guyenne,  they  were  finally  scattered  among  the  several  colonies 
already  entered  by  their  countrymen  and  brethren.  The  great- 
est number  went  to  New  York  ;  others  removed  to  New  Rochelle, 
South  Carolina,  Boston  and  Oxford.  But  Pastor  Carre,  born 
in  the  faithful  Protestant  Isle  de  Re,  which  lay  under  the  pro- 
tecting shield  of  La  Rochelle,  a  Genevan  student  of  the  academy 
founded  by  Calvin,  the  former  minister  of  two  congregations  in 
France,  and  now  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  useful  life,  passes 
out  of  ken,  with  the  dispersion  of  his  flock.  The  local  tradition 
of  the  pastor  of  the  Oxford  colony  is  preserved  by  the  beautiful 
outlines  of  Bondet  Hill,  but  no  trace  remains  of  the  brief  resi- 
dence in  the  Narragansett  country  of  this  European  scholar  and 
man  of  gentle  nurture.  Two  families  only,  of  those~named  on 
the  authorized  list  of  the  original  settlers,  remained  in  Narra- 
gansett. Moise  Le  Moine  (the  name  being  now  corrupted  to 
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Mawney)  retained  the  farm  still  held  and  occupied  by  his 
descendants,  and  on  which  are  found  the  principal  evidences  of 
the  French  settlement.  Dr.  Ayrault  also  continued  to  hold  his 
lands,  being,  as  he  says,  "persuaded  by  many  to  stay,"  doubt- 
less because  of  his  usefulness  to  a  community,  in  which,  to 
quote  his  own  words,  he  had  been  "a  help  to  raise  many  from 
extreme  sickness."  A  third  settler,  Julien,  removed  to  Xewport. 
Though,  perhaps,  an  idle  speculation,  yet  it  is  one  upon  which 
the  annalist  pensively  dwells,  that  represents  the  results  of  the 
growth  of  a  large  and  flourishing  Huguenot  settlement  in  our 
borders,  as  they  might  have  been  felt  in  the  greater  prosperity  and 
finer  culture  of  Xarragansett.  From  the  character  of  the  actual 
settlers  we  may  judge  of  such  as  were  to  have  been  added  to 
their  number  ;  and  the  names  of  DeMarigny,  the  Xorman  noble, 
Carre,  the  learned  pastor,  and  Ayrault,  the  able  physician,  are 
guarantees  of  the  high  order  of  the  moral  and  social  elements 
of  the  colony.  With  these  leading  members  were  fitly  joined 
Beauchamps,  of  a  family  which  still  remained  among  the  faithful 
few  in  Paris,  so  long  the  centre  of  Romanist  fanaticism  and 
cruelty.  He  became  one  of  the  successful  merchants  of  Boston, 
and  removed  to  Hartford,  where  his  descendants  are  now  living. 
There  were  besides  in  the  list  thus  suggestively  labelled  in  the 
British  State  paper  office  "Mapp  of  the  French  refugee  Gentle- 
men who  are  all  turned  out  by  the  Road  Islanders,"  the  names 
of  the  two  Davids,  scions  of  one  of  the  best  families  of  La 
Rochelle.  Allaire,  afterwards  a  Boston  merchant,  was  also  of 
that  city,  and  belonged  to  a  family  even  then  long  tried  in 
fidelity  to  the  reformed  religion,  and  to  this  day  still  true  to  its 
cause.  Collin,  another  member  of  the  Rochellese  gentry, 
became  the  ancestor  of  a  well-known  Connecticut  line.  Graz- 
illier  was,  in  later  years  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Huguenot  colony  in  Xew  York.  Tourtellot,  of  Bordeaux,  was 
connected  with  some  of  the  chief  refugee  families.  Legare 
belonged  to  the  family  of  that  name  which  has  won  intellectual 
and  social  distinction  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Barbut 
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and  Grignon  were  to  he  known  as  elders  of  the  French  Church 
in  Boston.  These  colonists,  with  others  of  no  slighter  respect- 
ability, were  unfortunately  lost  to  Rhode  Island,  and  their  ener- 
gies and  influence  were  expended  in  the  building  up  of  other 
communities.  Had  they  been  able  to  make  Narragansett  their 
home,  it  would  certainly  have  become  the  seat  of  a  civilization 
in  many  respects  superior  to  that  which  has  as  yet  penetrated  some 
of  the  interior  regions  of  our  State.  Beginning  with  the  earli- 
est requirements  of  a  newly  settled  country,  they  would  have 
pursued  their  diligent  and  painstaking  system  of  agriculture 
until  their  orchards  and  vineyards  had  enriched  the  plantation 
with  the  fruits  of  their  patriarchal  toils.  Their  simple  gaiety 
and  social  refinements  would  have  brightened  the  savage  gloom 
of  the  wilderness.  Their  "songs  of  lofty  cheer,"  the  psalms 
which  they  suited,  not  only  to  the  stated  hours  of  devotion,  but 
to  the  daily  round  of  duty,  would  ring  out,  as  in  the  happier 
years  of  "the  Religion"  in  France,  from  field  and  garden,  from 
the  workshop  and  the  shallop.  Their  school  would  keep  alive 
the  traditions  of  classic  learning,  and  inculcate  those  gracious 
lessons  of  courtesy  and  reverence  by  which  their  own  youth  was 
formed,  in  their  old  home.  And  then,  rising  to  the  highest  need 
of  their  natures,  their  spiritual  aspirations  must  find  expression. 
To  their  rude  church  in  the  clearing  they  devoted  their  first 

labors  : 

"  Scarce  steal  the  winds  that  sweep  his  woodland  tracks 

The  larch's  perfume  from  the  settler's  axe, 

Ere,  like  a  vision  of  the  morning  air, 

His  slight-framed  steeple  marks  the  house  of  prayer. 

********** 

It  sheds  the  raindrops  from  its  shingled  eaves 

Ere  its  green  brothers  once  have  changed  their  leaves." 

Here  they  came  to  receive  from  the  hands  of  their  faithful  pastor 
the  ministrations  of  the  altar  and  the  font.  Here  they  fervently 
repeated  their  pious  ritual,  and  hither,  if  death  visited  them 
during  their  stay  in  our  coasts,  they  came  to  chant  a  funeral 
psalm.  Here  was  kindled  a  pure  spiritual  light — not  the  fierce 
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and  short-lived  flame  of  fanaticism,  but  a  mild  glow  that  might 
have  shed  its  sacred  cheer  upon  many  a  Rhode  Island  home. 
But  the  fair  prospect  soon  faded,  and  the  Huguenot  settle- 
ment was  added  to  the  long  list  of  dispersions  which  belong  to 
the  history  of  colonization.  No  evident  trace  of  their  sojourn 
remains,  and  nothing  has  been  supplied  by  any  appeal  to  the 
motive  of  sympathy  for  their  misfortunes.  Rhode  Island  has 
done  a  tardy  justice  to  the  memories  of  her  great  sons  ;  and  has 
even  given  a  monumental  form  to  her  gratitude  towards  the 
Indian  benefactors  of  the  infant  colony ;  but  not  the  humblest 
memorial  points  out  the  spot  once  dignified  by  the  pure  home 
life  and  sacred  to  the  worship  of  the  Huguenot  exiles.  Few  of 
the  present  generation  have  heard  their  story,  or  can  appreciate 
the  regretful  suggestions  of  interest  and  sympathy  that  are 
recalled  to  others  by  the  homely  and  provincial  name  of  French- 
town. 

There  was  to  be  no  focus  of  Huguenot  influence  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  the  names  associated  either  by  record,  or  by  strong 
presumptive  evidence  with  Huguenot  ancestry,  and  which 
chiefly  appear  in  their  noted  representatives,  at  a  later  date  than 
the  founding  of  the  short  lived  Narragansett  colony,  such  as 
the  historical  name  of  Decatur,  with  Papillion,  Pineau,  Lucas, 
Ballou,  the  ancestor  of  Garfield,  Grennell,  founder  of  the 
mercantile  family  of  the  brothers  Grinnell,  Ganeau,  Marchant, 
Jerauld  and  others,  are  isolated  instances  of  national  traits 
which  were  never  so  combined  as  to  give  character  to  any  one 
community. 

But  the  religious  interests  of  Rhode  Island  were  to  be  in  no 
small  degree  moulded  by  the  zeal  and  energy  of  one  whom  Dr. 
Baird  characterizes  as  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  of  the  Hu- 
guenot emigrants  to  America.  Xot  to  honor  an  individual, 
however  worthy,  have  tributes  repeatedly  been  paid  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Gabriel  Bernon.  But  the  place  which  he  fills  in  colonial 
annals,  and  especially  in  the  religious  history  of  Rhode  Island, 
justly  entitles  him  to  rank  as  the  representative  of  the  Huguenot 
character  and  influence  in  this  State. 
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Nor  is  it  from  motives  of  family  interest,  nor  even  as  pre- 
senting interesting  features  of  a  picturesque  family  history,  that 
reference  is  made  to  his  origin  and  associations.  The  analysis 
of  the  Huguenot  type  in  New  England  must  be  preceded  by  the 
study  of  the  typical  Huguenot  family  in  La  Rochelle,  the  capital 
of  "the  Religion,"  the  "Geneva  of  the  West."  In  art  we  find 
no  figure  of  heroic  stature  without  its  cloudy  background  of  an- 
cestral prototypes.  To  define  the  hereditary  qualities  which 
Bernon  received  and  transmitted,  we  must  know  the  stock 
whence  sprang  this  vigorous  offshoot. 

The  Bernons  are  identified  with  La  Rochelle,  where  they  have 
been  seated  for  centuries,  but  their  remote  history,  as  traced  by 
Dr.  Baird,  relates  their  descent  from  a  younger  branch  of  the 
Counts  of  Burgundy.  In  this  province  the  family  originated, 
and  its  fortunes  have  been  known  and  celebrated  from  the  earli- 
est ages  of  the  French  monarchy.  The  house  of  De  Bernon  is 
numbered  in  the  lists  of  crusaders,  and  the  name  of  Bernon  is 
mentioned  in  Froissart's  chronicles.  In  the  sixteenth  century 
the  Bernons  contributed  to  the  ransom  of  the  sons  of  Francis  I., 
held  as  hostages  in  Spain,  after  the  battle  of  Pa  via,  and  they 
aided  Henry  IV.  in  his  struggle  for  the  crown,  sending  him  a 
sum  of  money  by  the  hands  of  Duplessis  Mornay.  They  held 
the  manors  of  La  Bernoniere  in  Poitou,  and  Bernonville  on  the 
Isle  de  Re.  An  official  claim  to  nobility  among'  the  Bernons  of 

•/  O 

La  Rochelle  (the  lineage  of  this  branch  being  traced  to  an  early 
date  in  the  thirteenth  century)  was  founded  on  the  antique  usage 
which  conferred  rank  upon  the  mayors  of  the  city,  and  their 
descendants  in  perpetuity.  This  civic  honor  was  often  held  by 
members  of  the  family.  When  the  golden  book  of  the  French 
Noblesse  says,  "The  house  of  Bernon  has  formed  alliances 
with  some  of  the  most  illustrious  families  of  the  kingdom  ;  it 
has  rendered  military  services  that  have  not  been  without  dis- 
tinction ;  it  counts  among  its  members  superior  officers  of  the 
greatest  merit,  both  military  and  naval  ;  and  it  has  had  several 
chevaliers  of  the  Order  of  kSaint  Louis  ;"  it  simply  sums  up  the 
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facts  which  may  be   gleaned  from  the  Bernon  genealogy,  com- 
piled a  century  ago. 

Such  was  the  record  of  a  family  which,  according  to  the  Ge- 
nealogical History  of  Poitou ,  had  always  been  flourishing  and 
distinguished  before  embracing  the  Calvinist  heresy.  "I  might 
have  kept  my  property  and  my  quality,"  wrote  the  exiled  Ga- 
briel Bernon,  in  his  old  age,  "if  I  had  been  willing  to  submit 
to  slavery."  The  pride  of  resolute  will  in  the  De  Bernons,  which 
had  sustained  them  as  knightly  crusaders  for  the  faith,  and,  in 
later  times,  as  true  followers  of  Henry  of  Navarre,  was  a  trait 
that,  purified  by  adversity  and  persecution,  shone  out  in  the 
firmness  of  the  confessor  or  the  constancy  of  the  saint.  The 
family  narrative,  as  followed  to  a  later  date  than  that  of  the  emi- 
gration, shows  that  the  sons  were  zealously  attached  to  the  creed 
of  the  fathers.  From  the  Revocation  to  the  Revolution,  or 
through  the  eighteenth  century,  and  until  France  enjoyed  free- 
dom of  conscience,  the  home  of  the  Bernons  was  the  centre  of 
the  Reformed  religion  in  La  Rochelle.  Here  secretly,  but  con- 
tinuously, were  held  those  Protestant  services  which  the  Gov- 
ernment tacitly  tolerated,  with  a  consideration  which  probably 
would  not  have  been  shown  to  heretics  of  slighter  distinction. 
These  were  the  surroundings  and  the  antecedents  from  which 
Gabriel  Bernon  separated  himself  in  loyalty  to  his  faith  and  in 
obedience  to  his  conscience.  He  could  not  be  less  than  true  to 
the  example  of  a  father  who,  when  he,  with  other  heads  of  fam- 
ilies, was  summoned  before  Arnou,  the  military  governor,  after 
the  first  quartering  of  the  dragoons  upon  them,  and  bidden  to 
choose  between  ruin  and  recantation,  exclaimed  :  "Sir,  would 
you  have  me  lose  my  soul  ?  for  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  believe 
in  the  religion  which  you  command  me  to  accept."  "Much  do 
I  care,"  was  the  reply,  made  in  the  characteristic  spirit  of  mili- 
tary insolence  and  sordid  worldliness,  "whether  you  lose  your 
soul  or  not,  provided  you  obey."  This  Andre  Bernon  derived 
his  name  from  the  first  of  his  ancestors  enumerated  in  the  gene- 
alogy drawn  up  in  1782,  by  M.  Joseph  Crassons,  and  begin- 
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ning  with  the  year  1545,  a  date  six  generations  later  than  with 
which  authentic  records  begin  the  history  of  the  Rochclle  branch. 
This  paper,  which  now  piques  the  interest  with  its  inevitable 
blanks  and  omissions,  and  again  displays  a  redundant  fullness 
in  its  title-rolls  and  its  hints  of  antiquarian  zeal  and  family 
pride,  is  like  some  ancient  and  faded  tapestry,  showing  dagger- 
rents  and  dusty  folds  in  its  hangings,  but  still  a  proud  relic  of 
antique  story.  From  its  records  we  gather  that  the  Bernon 
lineage,  in  its  different  branches,  and  by  the  brilliant  alliances 
of  its  daughters,  has  been  illustrated,  among  its  representatives 
and  connections,  by  chevaliers  of  St.  Louis,  Mayors  of  La  Ro- 
chelle,  naval  and  military  officers,  merchants  and  bankers,  gov- 
ernment officers,  signeurs,  canonesses,  grand  seneschals  of  La 
Rochelle,  holders  of  high  places  at  court,  nuns  of  the  La  Ro- 
chelle  con  vents,  colonists  (evidently  Protestant)  of  St.  Domingo, 
Martinique  and  New  York,  members  of  the  learned  professions, 
prefects,  barons,  military  governors,  civil  engineers,  pastors  of 
the  Reformed  faith,  marquises,  viscounts,  counts,  consuls,  and 
a  manufacturer  of  glass  ware,  this  industry  being  one  of  the  dis- 
tinctive Huguenot  callings.  Among  its  semi-historical  figures 
are  such  as  the  son  of  the  house  who  was  killed  "at  a  siege  in 
the  Indies,"  one  who  fell  at  Fontenoy,  another  who  was  physi- 
cian to  Monsieur,  brother  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  afterwards  the 
Regent,  and  Benjamin,  father  of  Peter  Faneuil,  of  Faneuil  Hall 
memory. 

Against  this  rich  background  of  courtly  associations  the  se- 
vere outlines  of  the  self-denying  life  of  Gabriel  Bernon,  the  fu- 
gitive for  conscience  sake,  are  defined  in  a  simple  dignity. 
Although  41  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  flight,  soon  after  the 
Revocation,  his  life  was  to  be  prolonged  for  half  a  century  of 
the  experiences  of  exile,  until  his  ninety-first  year.  Recalled 
to  his  native  La  Rochelle  from  his  mercantile  affairs  in  Canada 
by  the  decree  which  excluded  the  Reformed  from  the  colonies, 
he  was  incarcerated  for  several  months  in  the  gloomy  Tour  de  la 
Lanterne,  where  prisoners  of  state  were  confined.  A  memorial 
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of  his  imprisonment  is  still  preserved  among  his  descendants. 
It  is  a  psalter  of  the  version  of  Marot,  given  him  by  a  fellow- 
prisoner  ;  and  is  of  that  minute  size  in  which  Bibles  and  psalters 
were  often  issued  from  the  press  of  Geneva  or  Amsterdam,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  thus  more  readily  concealed  by  those 
colporteurs,  whose  pious  mission  is  touchingly  described  in  one 
of  Macaulay's  Huguenot  ballads,  and  by  the  readers  among 
whom  they  were  distributed.  Such  also  is  the  tradition  respect- 
ing the  use  of  this  volume  by  the  prisonei's,  who  hastily  secreted 
it  at  the  approach  of  their  jailer.  Most  of  these  editions  were 
destroyed  at  the  public  burnings  of  heretical  books  in  France  ; 
and  very  few  copies  are  known  to  be  extant  in  America.  On 
his  release,  due  probably  to  the  intercession  of  relatives  who 
were  numbered  among  the  nouveanx  convertis,  he  escaped  to 
Amsterdam,  where  he  was  soon  joined  by  his  wife  and  children, 
and  thence  to  London,  where  he  obtained  a  certificate  of  deni- 
zation.  TVhile  here,  the  project  of  the  Oxford  settlement  affected 
him  as  an  inducement  to  execute  the  plan  of  emigration  to  New 
England,  to  which  he  had  given  expression  after  the  signing  of 
the  Revocation,  in  the  eventful  month  of  October,  1685,  by  a 
letter  to  a  Boston  correspondent.  In  1688  he  arrived  in  Boston, 
where  he  became  a  member  of  the  French  Reformed  Church. 
He  soon  entered  upon  various  enterprises  of  trade  and  manufac- 
ture, such  as  proved  to  be  of  difficult  and  costly  development, 
under  the  new  conditions  of  colonial  immaturity  which  formed 
his  surroundings.  His  leading  motive  in  these  numerous  under- 
takings is  believed  to  have  been  that  spirit  of  fraternal  benevo- 
lence which  so  prevailed  among  the  exiles  as  to  be  recognized 
in  the  different  colonies  as  a  Huguenot  trait,  and  which  closely 
united  him  to  "our  refugee  brothers,"  as  he  styled  his  co-relig- 
ionists. The  manufacture  of  wash-leather  in  the  chamoiserie 
which  he  established  at  Oxford,  and  the  making  of  hats  at  New- 
port, as  promoted  by  him,  may  be  named  among  instances  of 
his  systematic  provision  for  the  employment  of  artisans  some  of 
whom  had  emigrated  as  under  his  protection.  He  twice  returned 
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to  London  on  errands  intimately  connected  with  the  promotion 
of  colonial  industry.  After  a  residence  of  nine  years  in  Boston, 
during  which  occurred  the  attempt  toward  settling  Oxford,  in 
which  he  took  the  leading  part,  paying  the  passage  of  the  emi- 
grants, and  building  the  fort  against  the  Indians  which  has  lately 
been  restored,  he  came  to  Rhode  Island,  which  for  nearly  forty 
years,  and  until  his  death,  was  to  be  his  home.  For  eight  years 
he  was  a  resident  of  Newport,  which  doubtless  attracted  him  by 
its  rising  commercial  importance,  but  more  especially  by  that 
atmosphere  of  religious  freedom  which  made  it  a  fitter  residence 
than  Puritan  Boston  for  a  man  of  independent  mind.  Some  of 
his  near  connections  had  been  settlers  of  Frenchtown,  and  one 
former  member  of  that  colony,  Daniel  Ayrault,  became  his  busi- 
ness partner  in  Newport.  He  was  also  associated  with  him  in 
the  petition  originating  with  Bernon  and  headed  by  him,  for  the 
sending  of  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England  as  a  Mission- 
ary to  Newport.  This,  with  like  appeals  from  other  colonies, 
led  to  the  organization,  two  years  later,  in  1701,  of  the  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts.  Thus 
Trinity  Church  was  founded  in  Newport.  Bernon  resided  in 
Providence  from  1706  to  1712,  when  he  went  to  Kingstown, 
where  the  ruins  of  his  house  were  still  to  be  seen,  a  generation 
ago.  Here  he  was  active  in  the  formation  of  St.  Paul's  parish. 
In  1718  he  returned  to  Providence,  where  he  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  with  a  lady  of  that  town,  and  becoming 
closely  identified  with  its  interests,  continued  to  reside  there 
until  his  death  in  1736. 

His  house  which  was  still  standing  ten  years  ago,  was  nearly 
opposite  the  old  St.  John's  Church,  beneath  which  he  was  buried. 
He  had  been  its  founder,  having  made  a  journey  to  London  in 
his  81st  year,  his  third  visit  to  that  capital  since  his  emigration, 
to  secure  the  services  of  a  missionary  as  rector  of  this  venerable 
parish,  which  is  to  day  distinguished  by  the  same  earnest  Pro- 
testant spirit  which  marked  the  influence  of  the  Huguenot  refu- 
gee, "to  whose  untiring  zeal,"  in  the  words  of  Arnold,  the 
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historian  of  Rhode  Island,  "the  first  three  Episcopal  churches 
in  the  colony  owed  their  origin." 

What  were  the  results  of  this  long,  active  and  useful  lite  of 
untiring  and  versatile  energy?  Gabriel  Bernon  engaged  in  al- 
most every  branch  of  colonial  traffic,  spending  £10,000  in 
trade  ;  he  made  himself  the  owner  of  a  great  landed  estate  ;  he 
labored  toward  the  founding  of  a  Huguenot  colony  :  he  undertook 
tedious  journeyings  by  sea  and  land,  and,  in  the  pursuit  of  these 
varied  interests,  he  met  the  persons  most  distinguished  by  birth, 
position  or  talent  among  his  contemporaries.  In  a  word,  he 
toiled  long  and  faithfully  in  the  round  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen", 
yet  was  denied  the  fruition  of  that  success  which  should  have 
been  the  reward  of  his  abilities  and  his  public  spirit.  His  pri- 
vate interests  were  not  served  by  the  manufacturing  schemes 
upon  wlu'ch  he  entered  with  a  confidence  and  an  enterprise  in 
which  he  anticipated  the  merchants  of  a  period  of  more  devel- 
oped resources.  He  failed  in  his  endeavors  to  release  the  col- 
onies from  such  restrictions  on  home-trade  or  inter-colonial 
traffic  as  his  intelligent  son  had  complained  of  in  the  relations 
between  Acadia  and  Massachusetts  ;  and  he  could  not  obtain 
any  encouragement  for  new  industries  among  the  colonists 
from  the  parent  country.  The  home  Government  was  too  sus- 
picious of  colonial  independence  to  favor  any  schemes  looking 
towards  colonial  prosperity,  and  Bernon  lived  an  age  too  early, 
for  the  dissemination  of  ideas  which  were  yet  to  find  their  place 
in  the  slowly-maturing  science  of  political  economy. 

The  study  of  this  life,  of  which,  in  its  material  sphere  of  ac- 
tivity, we  are  often  constrained  to  write  "failure"  upon  the 
promise  of  many  brave  hopes  and  efforts,  may  suggest  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  left  any  lasting  influence  beyond  that  of  the  les- 
son which  a  virtuous  example  communicated  to  contemporaries 
and  descendants.  What  special  work  was  accomplished  by  this 
representative  of  the  Huguenot  mind  as  an  element  in  the  evo- 
lution of  Rhode  Island  civilization  ?  Many  aims  and  endeavors 
of  eager  and  restless  spirits  leave  but  little  impress  on  a  com- 
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munity  like  ours.  The  renewing  processes  of  assimilation  and 
circulation  can  be  traced  in  the  body  politic  no  less  clearly  than 
in  our  physical  life,  and  our  State  has  not  the  same  component 
parts  as  the  colony  of  our  ancestors.  The  Rhode  Island  of  the 
present  is  not  the  Rhode  Island  of  the  generation  that  has  just 
passed  away,  and,  if  we  are  to  anticipate  the  changes  that  are 
already  indicated,  it  will  not  long  be  the  Rhode  Island  of  even 
a  short  term  of  years  ago.  Then  can  there  be  truth  in  the  claim 
that  there  still  exists  in  the  Rhode  Island  of  to-day  an  appreci- 
able influence  emanating  from  a  single  mind,  the  activities  of 
Avhich  belong  to  the  record  of  a  buried  past?  Can  the  agencies 
that  controlled  the  nurture  of  the  infant  colony  still  be  felt  in  the 
matured  manhood  of  the  State? 

The  answer  is  found  in  the  recognition  of  the  higher  quality 
of  the  work  to  which  this  typical  Huguenot  devoted  his  best  en- 
ergies. "Every  man's  work  shall  be  made  manifest ;  for  the  day 
shall  declare  it."  To  this  faithful  worker  long  since  came  the 
fulfillment  of  the  promise,  "If  any  man's  work  abide,  which  he 
had  built  thereupon,  he  shall  receive  a  reward ;"  for  he  built,  in 
his  noblest  undertakings,  not  as  for  his  own  honor  or  advantage  ; 
not  upon  perishable  foundations  ;  but  upon  the  indestructible 
religious  element  of  our  nature. 

The  persecuted  exile  from  far-away  Rochelle,  buried  beneath 
the  ancient  church  of  the  parish,  which  is  his  enduring  memo- 
rial, brought  to  the  service  of  his  adopted  country  a  religious 
fervor  that  was  untinged  with  fanaticism  or  bigotry.  His  great 
benefaction  to  New  England  and  the  colony  Avith  which  he  iden- 
tified his  interests,  saying  warmly,  in  his  Boston  correspondence, 
"I  am  for  Rhode  Island,"  was  the  introduction  of  the  worship 
of  the  Church  of  England.  As  one  of  the  chief  instruments  in 
bringing  about  the  formation  of  the  S.  P.  G.,  his  memory  is 
associated  with  an  influence  as  far-reaching  as  the  wide-spread 
missionary  work  of  that  Venerable  Society.  As  the  founder, 
among  laymen,  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  State — a  church 
named  by  the  voice  of  one  alien  to  her  communion,  "one  of  the 
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grandest  of  the  Christian  sisterhood,"  and  recognized  by  an  em- 
inent jurist  of  Puritan  antecedents  and  spirit  as  "one  of  the  few 
of  those  conservative  forces  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  our 
country" — his  name  must  be  honored  with  the  gratitude  due  to 
a  benefactor.  This  is  not  the  homage  of  the  Churchman,  for 
which  the  present  occasion  affords  no  fitting  time  or  place.  It 
is  simply  the  calm  judgment  of  the  citizen,  recognizing  the  value 
of  the  mission  of  charity  and  comfort,  of  education  and  eleva- 
tion in  which  this  sacred  organization  has  its  part,  sharing  in 
the  work  of  reaching  the  sordid  life  of  our  manufacturing  towns, 
and  penetrating  the  homes  of  labor  with  the  lessons  of  practical 
helpfulness,  and  the  teachings  of  the  Christian  ideal. 

Other  proofs  of  the  conservative  tendency  of  the  Huguenot 
influence  are  found  in  the  instances  of  tenacity  of  tradition, 
in  the  families  of  Huguenot  descent.  The  peculiar  veneration 
with  which  they  regarded  the  memory  of  their  expatriated  an- 
cestors, led  them  to  cherish  an  honorable  pride  in  virtuous  ante- 
cedents, and  to  treasure  up  every  material  or  verbal  reminder 
of  the  days  of  persecution  with  a  pious  care  that  was  joined  with 
a  meritorious  zeal  for  the  furtherance  of  historical  and  genea- 
logical researches.  Their  interest  in  the  facts  of  family  records 
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long  anticipated  the  energy  in  that  work,  of  which  the  present 
time  affords  instances  of  almost  daily  occurrence.  Rhode  Island- 
ers in  general  were  too  long  neglectful  of  the  tribute  of  regard 
due  to  the  memory  of  a  virtuous  ancestry.  Judge  Potter  said, 
not  long  before  his  death  :  "When,  many  years  ago,  the  writer 
was  collecting  material for  the  'Early  History  of  Narragansett,' 
published  in  1835,  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  the  ma- 
terials could  be  obtained  for  the  few  pages  of  family  history  con- 
tained in  that  work.  Few  families  had  preserved  any  family 
records,  and  few  seemed  to  care  about  them.  And  most  of  this 
information  in  that  work  was  obtained  from  the  records  with  a 
good  deal  of  labor."  Among  the  few  who  readily  contributed 
to  that  valuable  collocation  of  materials  for  history  were  the  Hu- 
guenot families  of  Rhode  Island,  to  one  of  which,  as  is  well 
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known  to  our  genealogical  students,  Judge  Potter,  the  early 
leader  in  our  State  in  this  species  of  research,  belonged.  Nor 
is  it  needful  to  name  the  late  President  of  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society  to  recall  his  memory  to  listeners  who  were  in- 
structed by  his  bold  analysis  of  the  elements  of  colonial  history, 
or  to  friends  who  loved  to  trace  hereditary  merit  as  reflected  in 
the  traits  of  the  true  son  of  a  worthy  ancestor. 

The  present  commemoration  of  the  two  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  may  be  thought  to  have 
come  a  century  late.  But  it  would  have  lacked  some  qualities 
of  its  full  significance  had  it  been  earlier  observed.  True,  a  har- 
vest of  memorials  and  recitals  might  have  been  garnered  in  1785. 
Pardon  Mawney,  of  the  Le  Moine  line,  to  whom  we  owe  the 
scanty  traditions  of  Frenchtown  which  reached  Judge  Potter 
through  an  intermediate  link  in  the  chain  of  descent,  was  then 
in  the  prime  of  middle  life.  Born  in  1748,  and  having  personal 
knowledge  of  the  emigrants,  how  readily  he  could  have  answered 
those  questions  which  we  now  vainly  ask  from  lips  on  which  "the 
mossy  marbles  rest !"  Mrs.  Seabury,  granddaughter  of  Gabriel 
Bernon,  relict  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Seabury,  and  stepmother  of  the 
first  Bishop  in  America,  who  coming  under  her  influence  in  early 
childhood,  owed  to  her  Christian  nurture  the  principles  by  which 
his  maturity  was  guided,  then  past  her  three  score  and  ten,  was 
yet  to  live  until  the  last  year  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  the 
eighty-seventh  of  her  age.  Among  survivors  of  their  generation 
like  her,  lingered  a  fund  of  traditional  knowledge  which  perished 
with  them.  But  it  was  no  time,  in  1785,  for  the  independent 
State  to  review  her  colonial  history.  The  questions  of  the  pres- 
ent were  too  engrossing,  the  outlook  into  the  future  was  too 
momentous,  for  the  revival  of  the  lessons  of  the  past ;  and  thirty- 
seven  years  elapsed  before  the  formation,  in  1822,  of  the  His- 
torical Society,  charged  with  the  duty  of  preserving  the  annals 
of  Rhode  Island.  Indeed,  it  would  have  been  yet  too  early,  a 
century  ago,  to  celebrate  an  era  of  religious  freedom  in  France. 
So  late  as  1773,  a  Protestant  minister,  La  Brie,  was  apprehended 
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for  exercising  his  vocation,  the  civil  rights  of  the  Reformed  da- 
ting only  from  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  legislation,  when 
the  power  of  the  church  was  prostrated,  and  a  new  class  of  ref- 
ugees, the  emigre  priests,  were  escaping  from  the  country  by 
stealth  and  in  dread  of  persecution,  as  the  heretics  had  taken 
their  flight  in  1685.  Nor  was  the  time  ripe,  a  hundred  years 
ago,  for  the  full  estimate  of  all  that  our  State  and  country  owes 
to  the  merits  of  this  class  of  her  founders.  To-day  brings  the 
fitting  opportunity  for  the  judgment  of  a  generation  taught 
of  national  experience,  rich  in  a  culture  such  as  colonial  scholar- 
ship could  not  command,  and  armed  with  those  methods  of  crit- 
ical study  and  original  research  with  which  only  the  analysis  of 
historical  sequences  should  be  attempted.  The  time  has  arrived 
for  the  summing  up  of  the  debt  which  American  nationality  owes 
to  the  Huguenot  character. 

But  if,  ceasing  from  the  retrospect  of  the  buried  century,  we 
lift  up  our  eyes  and  meet  the  century  to  come,  we  pause  with 
some  touch  of  the  wondering  awe  of  childhood,  before  the  prom- 
ise of  a  future  which  must  hold  even  greater  gifts  than  such  as 
are  the  heritage  of  the  present.  What  revelations  in  science, 
what  prospects  in  the  arts,  what  wealth  of  culture,  what  energy 
of  scholarship,  what  purity  of  reform  in  the  national  life,  what 
development  of  the  unsunned  riches  of  this  new  continent,  what 
elevation  of  manners,  and  what  enlargement  of  human  sympa- 
thies float  before  us  !  There,  in  the  distant  vista,  are  the  treas- 
ures awaiting  our  successors  to  the  perpetual  hope  of  that  golden 
age  which  always  precedes  and  follows  the  present.  The  coming 
century  with  all  its  substantial  possessions,  and  all  the  glory 
which  our  imagination  lends  it,  rises  upon  us  in  a  power  that 
stills  our  busy  employments  and  hushes  our  too  eager  voices. 
In  its  silent  presence  we  keenly  feel  the  poor  and  petty  nature 
of  very  many  of  our  judgments  and  the  inanity  of  our  activi- 
ties. Yet  one  word  may  be  firmly  spoken,  here  and  now,  in 
the  assurance  that  the  verdict  of  the  future  will  but  confirm 
its  foundation  in  immutable  truth.  It  is  a  word  of  prayer  to 
i  o 
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"Our  fathers'  God,  from  out  whose  hand 
The  centuries  fall  like  grains  of  sand," 

to  whom  arises  no  purer  petition  than  that  He  would  keep  us 
steadfast  in  the  faith  of  our  righteous  fathers,  that  faith  in  the  su- 
premacy of  honor  and  conscience,  of  truth  and  loyalty,  by  which 
they  lived  bravely,  and  died  peacefully,  leaving  in  the  name  of 
Huguenot  an  inheritance  in  which  their  descendants  cherish  the 
presence  of  an  ideal,  and  their  country  guards  the  incalculable 
wealth  of  an  historical  inspiration. 
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ISAAC  MILES  BULL,*  son  of  Captain  Benedict  and  Elizabeth 
(Carrington)  Bull,  was  born  in  Milford,  Connecticut,  August  14, 
1807.  He  was  a  direct  descendant,  in  the  seventh  generation 
of  Henry  Bull  of  Wales  who  came  to  Boston  in  1636  and  after- 
ward went  to  Rhode  Island,  of  which,  under  the  name  of  Aquid- 
neck,  he  was  one  of  the  original  purchasers  and  Governor  from 
1685  to  1689. 

Through  the  generosity  of  his  uncle,  General  Edward  Car- 
rington, he  was  enabled  to  attend  school  in  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, for  six  years  until  1823,  when  being  sixteen  years  old 
he  went  to  Providence,  R.  I.  and  entered  General  Carrington's 
employ  as  youngest  clerk,  making  his  home  in  his  uncle's  family. 
By  that  industry,  attention  and  constant  devotion  to  business 
which  characterized  Mr.  Bull  throughout  his  life,  he  won  his 
uncle's  friendship  and  confidence,  and  in  July,  1827,  he  em- 
barked as  Captain's  clerk,  on  board  Mr.  Carrington's  ship  "Ed- 
ward" bound  on  a  trading  voyage  to  the  western  coast  of  North 
and  South  America,  the  Sandwich  Islands,  China  and  Manilla. 
At  the  latter  place  where  he  arrived  early  in  1829,  he  entered 
the  office  of  Messrs.  Russell  and  Sturgis,  an  American  house 
doing  a  large  commission  business  with  the  United  States.  The 
effect  of  the  climate  upon  his  health,  however,  compelled  him  to 
relinquish  his  position  and  leave  the  country,  and  in  October 
of  the  same  year,  he  sailed  for  home  by  way  of  England  and 
Hamburg,  arriving  in  his  uncle's  ship  as  supercargo.  It  was  at 
this  time,  while  aboard  the  "Panther,"  Captain  Lockwood,  bound 
from  China  to  Hamburg  that  terrific  storms  were  repeatedly  en- 
countered, and  the  ship  was  all  but  totally  wrecked,  more  than 


*A  short  notice  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Bull  appeared  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  for  1884-85. 
This  paper  was  not  received  in  time  to  be  printed  in  that  pamphlet.  It  is  prepared  by  Mr.  Bull  of 
New  York  city,  and  will  be  found  to  be  more  full  and  accurate  than  the  former  notice. 
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once  during  the  months  of  continual  and  it  seemed  hopeless  bat- 
tling with  the  elements,  before  she  was  brought  into  the  port  of 
Hamburg,  almost  unrecognizable  and  after  being  given  up  as 
lost  by  the  agents.  Mr.  Bull's  narration  of  the  voyage  was 
thrilling  in  the  extreme,  and  he  would  cite  the  various  accidents 
to  the  ship  and  the  expedients  resorted  to  to  keep  her  afloat  and 
on  her  way,  to  show  what  man  can  do  when  fighting  for  his  life. 

On  July  7,  1833,  Mr.  Bull  sailed  from  New  York  in  the  ship 
"Franklin,"  Captain  C.  B.  Pierce,  to  take  up  his  residence,  as 
agent  for  Messrs.  E.  Carrington  &  Co.,  of  Providence,  in  Can- 
ton, where  he  arrived  in  December  of  that  year.  At  this  time 
the  foreigners  residing  in  China  were  allowed  few  privileges 
beyond  their  facilities  for  trade  with  the  natives.  Their  lives 
were  confined  within  narrow  limits,  and  no  white  woman  was 
permitted  to  enter  the  country. 

During  Mr.  Bull's  residence  in  Canton,  the  exciting  scenes 
of  the  "Opium  War"  were  enacted,  in  which  he  was  to  a  certain 
extent  an  actor  and  a  sufferer,  with  the  other  foreign  residents. 
Within  the  enclosure  containing  the  residences  was  a  plat  of 
ground  known  as  the  "American  Gardens."  Mr.  Bull  had 
charge  of  this  and  took  great  pride  in  beautifying  it.  On  his 
return  to  the  United  States,  the  American  residents  presented 
him  (as  an  evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  what  he  had  done, 
and  their  regret  at  his  departure)  with  an  elegant  silver  salver 
appropriately  inscribed  and  engraved  with  a  view  of  the  "Gar- 
dens" as  seen  from  the  river. 

Mr.  Bull's  long  residence  in  the  country  gave  him  an  exten- 
sive acquaintance  with  the  Chinese  whom  he  always  praised  for 
their  honesty  and  for  their  honorable  dealings  with  foreigners — 
and  he  particularly  enjoyed  relating  anecdotes  of  Nougua  that 
prince  of  Chinese  merchants.  Leaving  his  business  in  care  of  an 
agent  (General  Carrington  had  died  in  1843),  Mr.  Bull  em- 
barked from  Hong  Kong  on  the  steamer  "Pekin"  June  25, 
1847  and  after  visiting  Trieste,  Venice,  London  and  Liverpool, 
arrived  off  Sandy  Hook  November  9th,  having  been  absent  from 
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this  country  fourteen  years  and  four  months.  On  this  voyage, 
he  was  the  bearer  of  dispatches  to  the  State  Department  of 
Washington  from  its  representatives  in  China  and  it  was  while 
passing  through  the  north  of  Italy  that  he  had  his  first  experi- 
ence in  railroad  traveling. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Bull's  return  (April  25,  1848)  he  formed  a 
copartnership  with  Messrs.  Nye,  Parkin  &  Co.,  of  Canton,  for 
the  establishment  of  a  house  of  commission  and  agency  at 
Shanghae,  with  a  branch  at  Foochow,  under  the  name  of  Bull, 
Xye  &  Co.,  he  acting  as  agent  of  these  houses  in  the  United 
States.  On  January  1,  1857,  the  firm  became  Isaac  M.  Bull 
&  Co.,  and  in  May,  1861,  this  house  and  that  of  James  Par- 
don &  Co.  combined  as  Bull,  Pardon  &  Co.,  Mr.  Bull  attend- 
ing to  the  business  in  this  country  and  the  other  members 
managing  the  houses  in  Canton,  Shanghae,  Hong  Kong  and 
Foochow.  Under  the  same  name  but  with  some  changes  in  its 
personnel  the  firm  continued  to  do  a  successful  business  until 
1873  when  it  was  closed  by  its  own  limitation  and  Mr.  Bull 
withdrew  from  the  China  trade,  his  house  having  always  enjoyed 
among  the  Chinese  native  merchants  a  good  reputation  for  hon  - 
orable,  just  and  fair  dealing. 

While  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade,  Mr.  Bull,  in  connection 
with  Messrs.  Bucklin  and  Crane  of  New  York  and  his  cousin 
Mr.  Edward  Carrington  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  built  four  ves- 
sels— the  last  one  being  the  clipper  ship  "Comet"  of  2000  tons, 
buit  in  1851,  which  under  command  of  Captain  E.  C.  Gardiner 
of  Providence,  made  some  very  quick  passages.  On  April  15, 
1854,  Mr.  Bull  with  his  young  friend  Mr.  Frank  Clarke  (after- 
ward a  Paymaster  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  and  recently  deceased)  sailed 
on  the  steamer  "Atlantic"  for  England  and  France,  on  a  short 
trip  combining  pleasure  and  business.  In  1859,  while  endeav- 
oring to  assist  his  friends  in  this  country,  Mr.  Bull  became  in- 
terested in  the  cotton  manufacturing  industry  in  Rhode  Island, 
the  result  being  his  purchase  of  the  Hamlet  Mill  Estate  in 
Woonsocket.  He  exercised  the  sole  management  of  this  busi- 


78  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

ness  up  to  the  date  of  his  death,  having  improved  the  property 
in  many  ways  and  more  than  doubled  the  producing  capacity  of 
the  Mills.  Since  Mr.  Bull's  return  to  the  United  States  he  has 
resided  in  New  York  City,  though  the  management  of  his  manu- 
facturing property  necessitated  his  spending  part  of  the  time  in 
Rhode  Island.  He  made  his  home  at  the  New  York  Hotel 
when,  upon  its  being  temporarily  closed  he,  with  a  colony  of 
brother  bachelors  moved  to  the  Metropolitan  Hotel.  His  office 
at  No.  80  Front  street  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  November,  1857, 
involving  the  total  loss  of  many  valuable  books  and  papers  of 
both  a  private  and  business  nature.  He  then  removed  to  No. 
45  South  street  which  has  remained  his  headquarters  of  busi- 
ness. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bull  was  a  staunch  Republican,  his  first  vote 
haying  been  cast  for  Lincoln,  and  he  subscribed  liberally  toward 
the  support  of  the  government  during  the  civil  war.  He  also 
contributed  largely  to  the  church  and  to  the  cause  of  education, 
and  assisted  the  various  missions  in  China  of  whose  usefulness 
he  had  practical  knowledge.  He  was  a  pew-owner  in  St.  James 
Episcopal  Church  in  Woonsocket  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
and  vestryman  for  a  number  of  years.  His  influence  with  the 
young  was  always  exerted  to  procure  to  them  a  broad  and  lib- 
eral education  the  advantages  of  which  he  thoroughly  appreciated, 
though  not  having  the  advantages  to  acquire  such  himself,  except 
during  the  short  intervals  he  spared  himself  from  business  which 
finally  completely  absorbed  his  time  and  attention.  Mr.  Bull 
was  a  member  of  the  "Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,"  the 
"Providence  Board  of  Trade,"  and  of  the  "New  York  Yacht 
Union"  and  "Union  League  Club"  of  New  York  City,  a  life 
member  of  the  "Mercantile  Library"  and  the  "New  England 
Society  of  New  York,"  a  Fellow  for  life  in  the  "National 
Academy  of  Design,"  and  a  Fellow  in  perpetuity  in  the  "Me- 
tropolitan Museum  of  Art." 

He  was  very  temperate  in  his  habits  and  to  this  fact  was 
doubtless  indebted  for  the  remarkably  good  health  he  enjoyed 
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up  to  his  last  illness,  his  only  serious  sickness  for  many  years 
being  a  prolonged  attack  of  sciatica  in  1877  which  confined  him 
to  his  room  but  did  not  interrupt  the  supervision  of  his  business 
affairs. 

Mr.  Bull  possessed  a  most  retentive  memory.  During  the 
summer  of  1884,  while  driving  to  Stratford  Point,  Connecti- 
cut, from  Milford,  he  stated  with  much  minuteness  of  detail, 
an  account  of  the  marching  of  some  Connecticut  troops  to  the 
above  place  to  take  ship,  which  he  had  witnessed  during  the 
war  of  1812.  He  was  fond  of  narrating  incidents  of  his 
early  life,  and  his  anecdotes  of  experiences  at  sea,  on  his  many 
voyages,  in  China  and  other  countries,  and  in  Washington 
(where  he  was  a  guest  of  Postmaster-General  Mr.  S.  D.  Hub- 
bard,  during  Mr.  Fillmore's  administration),  were  very  inter- 
esting and  amusing.  Though  Mr.  Bull  never  married  his  was 
a  very  genial,  kind  hearted  disposition  which  endeared  him  to 
all  who  knew  him  well,  while  the  sterling  traits  of  his  character 
were  such  as  to  compel  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  Latterly  he  had  assumed  the  entire  charge  and  sup- 
port of  his  invalid  brother  (Henry  Carrington  Bull)  residing  in 
Illinois,  and  it  wras  only  in  August,  1884,  that  he  erected  a 
family  monument  at  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  where  his  father 
and  mother  with  others  of  the  family  are  buried.  Of  late 
years  he  became  completely  absorbed  in  business  and  with 
no  partner  to  share  the  grave  responsibilities,  he  began  to  feel 
the  effects  of  such  a  life  both  physically  and  mentally.  When, 
occasionally  he  would  throw  aside  the  cares  of  business  and  en- 
ter into  sociability  and  enjoyment  of  his  friends,  his  warmth  of 
heart  and  geniality  completely  transformed  him .  Unfortunately 
his  severe  mercantile  habits  held  him  so  closely  that  he  allowed 
himself  less  relaxation,  each  year,  though  earnestly  recom- 
mended and  entreated  to  do  otherwise  by  his  friends  and  physi- 
cian who  could  not  but  see  the  serious  affect  upon  him  of  the 
course  he  was  pursuing.  Early  in  the  summer  of  1884,  he 
suffered  from  a  mental  disorder  which  was  in  reality  a  premo- 
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nition  of  his  final  illness.  Some  weeks  of  complete  rest  from 
business  cares  in  Milford,  Conn,  (his  birthplace),  seemed  to 
restore  health,  and  against  the  urging  of  his  friends  and  the  or- 
ders of  his  physician  he  resumed  his  former  routine  of  life  with 
increased  devotion.  Matters  connected  with  his  manufactory 
took  him  to  Providence  on  August  1st.  It  soon  became  evi- 
dent that  the  improvement  secured  by  his  midsummer  rest 
was  but  temporary  and  he  returned  to  New  York  on  the  2ord 
suffering  more  seriously  than  at  any  time  during  his  previous 
illness.  Everything  that  was  possible  was  done  for  him  but 
the  mental  difficulty  advanced  rapidly  and  by  advice  of  his 
physician  he  went  to  Cromwell,  Connecticut,  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  his  boyhood's  home — Middletown.  It  was  too  late, 
however,  for  the  pure  air  and  quietness  of  the  country  to  work 
any  change  for  the  better.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  before 
he  died  he  recognized  and  spoke  to  those  about  him,  but  soon 
after  seemed  to  fall  asleep :  he  never  roused  afterward  and 
about  noon,  on  Monday,  September  8th,  1884,  peacefully 
passed  away. 

He  was  buried  on  Wednesday,  a  beautiful  summer  day,  in 
the  quiet  town  of  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  most  fitting  for  the 
final  closing  of  a  life  spent  in  the  busy  markets  of  the  world. 
By  a  strange  coincidence  the  last  few  months  of  that  life  were 
spent  amidst  scenes  which  surrounded  it  in  its  earliest  years. 

Mr.  Bull's  individuality  strongly  impressed  those  near  him, 
and  his  memory  will  be  cherished,  and  the  influence  he  exerted 
will  be  felt  when  his  youngest  friends  shall  have  reached  ma- 
ture years. 

JAMES  MASON  CLARKE  died  in  Providence,  December  21, 
1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Hopkins  and  Elizabeth  (Bo wen)  Clarke,  and  was  born  in 
Providence,  December  27,  1819.  His  ancestors,  both  maternal 
and  paternal,  have  been  conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  the  State, 
and  his  father  represented  it  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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He  pursued  his  early  classical  studies  at  the  Academy  in  Plain- 
field,  Conn.,  and  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  the  class  of 
1838.  He  studied  law  in  Connecticut  under  the  guidance  of 
Andrew  T.  Judson,  and  subsequently  in  the  office  of  Samuel  Y. 
Atwell  of  Providence,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1841.  He  very  soon  entered  into  partnership  with 
Richard  W.  Greene,  at  that  time  District  Attorney  of  the 
United  States,  and  afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the  State.  He 
rose  rapidly  in  his  profession  and  attained  a  high  reputation  for 
ability  and  skill  as  an  advocate.  In  1849  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Taylor  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States,  and 
held  the  office  for  four  years  to  the  close  of  the  Presidential  term. 
Soon  after  leaving  this  office  he  was  chosen  Presiding  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Magistrates  of  the  City  of  Providence,  and  after 
a  brief  term  of  service  in  1854  he  was  made  City  Solicitor  on 
the  creation  of  that  office  in  the  government  of  the  city.  In 
this  responsible  position  he  continued  to  serve  the  city  for  the 
period  of  nine  years  by  the  annual  choice  of  the  City  Council. 
Soon  after  the  passage' by  Congress  of  the  United  States  Bank- 
rupt Law  in  1857,  he  was  appointed  Register  in  Bankruptcy 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  held  this  office  from  June, 
1867,  to  September,  1876,  a  period  of  more  than  nine  years, 
during  which  that  act  was  receiving  its  judicial  interpretations 
and  its  practical  applications  to  the  vast  variety  of  cases  that 
arose  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  He  won  an  honorable 
distinction  by  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  its  difficult 
duties.  After  the  close  of  this  period  his  health  began  to  be 
impaired,  and  he  gradually  withdrew  from  the  active  pursuits  of 
his  profession  and  devoted  himself  to  literary  and  historical 
reading,  of  which  he  was  always  very  fond.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the,Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  in  1878,  and  took  a 
warm  interest  in  the  objects  it  is  designed  to  promote. 

WILLIAM  JONES  CROSS,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Dorcas  (Cross) 
Cross,  was  born  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  March  1,  1814,  and  during 
11 
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his  early  childhood  he  lived  with  his  grandparents  in  Charles- 
town,  R.  I.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  the  Plainfield 
Academy,  Plainfield,  Conn.,  from  which  he  graduated  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  and  came  to  Providence,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  active  business  as  a  merchant  and  manu- 
facturer. He  married  Frances  Ellison  who  survived  him 
together  with  three  children.  He  died  July  15,  1885. 

SIMON  HENRY  GREENE  was  born  in  Centreville  in  the  town 
of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  March  31,  1799,  and  died  at  his  own  vil- 
lage of  Clyde,  in  the  same  town  April  26,  1885,  being  a  little 
over  eighty-six  years  old.  His  parents  were  Job  and  Abigail 
(Rhodes)  Greene.  His  father  was  the  oldest  son  of  Col. 
Christopher  Greene  of  the  1st  Rhode  Island  Continental  Regi- 
ment, and  was  in  the  right  of  Col.  Greene,  who  was  killed  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  prior  to  its  formation,  one  the  original 
members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  On 
the  reorganization  of  this  society  some  years  ago,  Simon  Henry 
Greene  was  admitted  a  member  in  the  right  of  his  father  and 
was  elected  its  vice-president,  in  which  office  he  continued  until 
his  death.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
school  in  his  native  village,  at  an  excellent  private  school  in 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  finally  by  Mr.  David  Aldrich  at  Woon- 
socket,  R.  I.  In  1813-14  he  was  employed  by  his  brother-in- 
law,  Abner  M.  Warriner,  who  was  then  manufacturing  cotton 
checks  in  Hartford,  and  on  his  employer's  death  in  1814  re- 
turned home.  In  1815  he  took  up  a  residence  in  Providence, 
remaining  there  until  1838,  when  he  removed  to  Clyde. 

His  first  business  training  was  in  the  house  of  Aborn  &  Jack- 
son, who  were  merchants  as  well  as  manufacturers,  being 
eventually  associated  with  them  as  agents  of  the  Lippitt  Manu- 
facturing Company,  under  the  firm  name  of  Aborn,  Jackson  & 
Greene.  In  1828  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Edward  Pike 
under  the  style  of  Greene  &  Pike,  for  the  purpose  of  bleaching 
and  finishing  cotton  goods,  afterwards  adding  printing  machin- 
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ery.  This  business  he  increased  very  largely  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Pike  in  1842,  having  acquired  by  purchase  from  the 
heirs  of  his  late  partner,  the  sole  ownership  of  the  property  now 
known  as  the  Clyde  Works. 

Mr.  Greene  was  a  member  of  the  Providence  City  Council 
from  1835  to  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Warwick  in  July, 
1838.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he  was  one  of  the  City 
Audit,  and  was  prominent  in  remodeling  the  Public  School  sys- 
tem and  in  creating  the  office  of  superintendent,  a  system  and 
office  which  was  afterwards  adopted  first  by  Boston  and  subse- 
quently throughout  the  country.  He  was  elected  by  the  voters 
of  his  native  town  and  final  residence  a  representative  in  the 
General  Assembly  in  1840  and  1842.  On  the  death  of  his 
partner  Mr.  Pike  in  the  latter  year,  he  declined  a  reelection, 
but  subsequently  represented  the  town  successively  from  1851 
to  1854,  when  he  again  declined  a  reelection.  In  1857,  how- 
ever, his  fellow-citizens  elected  him  Senator  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  again  in  1858  and  1859.  In  1860  he  was  cho- 
sen a  delegate  to  the  Republican  Convention  in  Chicago,  voting 
first  for  Salmon  P.  Chase,  and  then  for  Abraham  Lincoln  as 
the  nominee  for  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was  also 
elected  a  Presidential  Elector  in  1864,  and  with  his  colleagues 
voted  for  the  reelection  of  Mr.  Lincoln.  Of  the  School  Com- 
mittee of  Warwick,  he  was  a  member  for  fifteen  years  and  its 
Secretary  a  part  of  the  time,  the  late  Hon.  John  Brown  Francis 
being  its  chairman.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of 
popular  education  as  evinced  by  his  long  service  and  successful 
efforts  in  its  behalf. 

Besides  the  public  offices  enumerated  above,  there  were  many 
others  bestowed  upon  him  by  his  friends  and  fellow-townsmen, 
such  as  director  in  financial  institutions,  member  of  the  town's 
committee  on  finance,  the  latter  especially  during  the  trying 
times  of  the  Civil  War,  moderator  of  town  meetings,  chairman 
of  conventions  acting  in  the  transaction  of  public  and  political 
affairs.  In  all  these  his  name  was  ever  known  as  a  synonym  of 
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honor,  uprightness  and  fidelity.  It  was  through  his  sagacity, 
strict  sense  of  justice  and  inflexible  determination  that  an  act 
was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  while  he  was  a  member  of 
one  of  its  committees  on  finance,  laying  a  tax  upon  the  deposits 
and  surplus  in  Savings  Institutions  which  had  hitherto  been  ex- 
empt, and  a  handsome  addition  was  made  to  the  revenue  of  the 
State,  without  doing  injustice  to  the  depositors  in  those  insti- 
tutions. 

It  is  a  somewhat  remarkable  fact  that  Mr  Greene  never 
sought  a  nomination  for  public  office  and  was  never  ambitious 
for  political  preferment,  but  believing  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
every  good  and  loyal  citizen  to  serve  his  fellow-men  to  the  best 
of  his  ability  whenever  called  by  them  to  perform  public  duty, 
he  cheerfully,  though  at  times  reluctantly,  particularly  when  he 
thought  his  private  interests  might  suffer  in  consequence,  gave 
his  time  and  talents  for  the  public  good. 

He  was  the  last  of  the  pioneers  of  the  manufacturing  industry 
of  the  north  valley  of  the  Pawtuxet,  among  whom  were  Col. 
Ephraim  Talbot,  Ex-Governors  Charles  Jackson  and  Elisha 
Harris,  James  DeWolf,  Dr.  Caleb  Fiske,  Benjamin  C.  Harris, 
Col.  Christopher,  William  and  Charles  Lippitt,  Benjamin 
Aborn,  George  Jackson,  Amasa  and  William  H.  Mason.  His 
father  Col .  Job  Greene  was  connected  with  a  company  for  manu- 
facturing cotton  in  1794,  and  transferred  to  the  company  water 
power  and  land  by  a  deed  bearing  date  October  3d  of  that  year. 
This  was  at  Centreville  on  the  southwest  branch  of  the  Paw- 
tuxet. It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  family  of  Simon  H. 
Greene  have  been  identified  with  cotton  manufactures  by  means 
of  water  power  almost  from  its  very  beginning. 

Studious  from  early  life,  Mr.  Greene's  mind  was  well  stored 
with  useful  learning,  and  his  acquirement  in  general  literature 
enabled  him  to  write  with  both  clearness  and  vigor  of  expres- 
sion. In  reading,  his  preference  was  for  religious  philosophy, 
and  while  yet  a  young  man,  he  received  with  earnestness  the 
religious  truths  taught  by  the  learned  and  eminent  Emanuel 
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S  \\cdenborg,  and  finally  became  a  member  of  the  Providence 
Society  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  commonly  called  Swedenborgi- 
ans.  His  religious  belief  founded  as  it  was  on  the  plain  teach- 
ing of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  was  in  him  the  controlling  cause  of 
all  his  acts.  It  had  relation  to  his  whole  life,  and  its  life  in  him 
resulted  in  beneficial  acts,  in  whatever  position  he  was  placed, 
\vhether  in  his  own  home  where  he  presided  with  gentle  firmness, 
dignity,  urbanity,  and  grace,  mingled  with  the  most  affection- 
ate care  of  his  family  and  dependents,  or  in  the  refinement, 
geniality  and  pleasures  of  social  life,  or  in  public  office,  or  in  the 
affairs  of  his  extensive  business. 

BENJAMIN  WOOD  HAM  died  in  Providence,  May  30,  1885, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years  and  six  months.  He  was  born 
in  Providence,  November  24,  1817,  and  was  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Mary  (Ide)  Ham.  Almost  his  entire  manhood  was  passed 
in  the  service  of  several  banking  institutions  in  Providence.  He 
was  first  employed  as  Cashier  in  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
of  which  the  late  Mr.  Cyrus  Butler  was  long  the  President  and 
the  principal  owner ;  afterwards  for  a  long  period  in  the  same 
capacity  in  the  Arcade  Bank.  While  here  he  was  chosen 
Cashier  of  the  Providence  National  Bank  in  March,  1858,  and 
this  position  he  had  held  at  the  time  of  his  death  for  a  period  of 
more  than  twenty-seven  years.  He  had  also  at  the  date  of  his 
death  been  Treasurer  of  the  Providence  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  for  thirty-one  years,  and  was  earnestly  devoted  to 
its  interests.  In  1838  he  married  Eunice,  daughter  of  Henry 
Keynolds  Greene,  of  Providence,  who  survives  him  with  a-  son 
and  two  daughters.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society 
in  1881. 

CHARLES  DANIEL  JILLSON  died  in  Providence,  March  30, 
1885,  in  the  house  in  which  he  was  born,  December  2,  1837. 
He  was  the  son  of  Esek  Arnold  and  Semantha  Sheldon  (Car- 
penter) Jillson,  under  whose  hospitable  roof  he  spent  all  but 
two  vears  of  his  life.  He  was  of  the  sixth  generation  from 
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James  Jillson,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Attleborough, 
Massachusetts,  and  of  the  ninth  generation  from  William  Car- 
penter, who  came  from  England  in  1638  and  settled  in  that 
part  of  Attleborough  which  was  annexed  to  Rhode  Island  and 
became  the  town  of  Cumberland  in  1747.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  city.  He  early  manifested  a 
decided  taste  for  natural  science,  and  collected  and  arranged 
specimens  of  insects  and  plants  that  were  commended  by  com- 
petent judges.  He  was  much  interested  in  chemistry  and 
natural  philosophy,  and  being  very  successful  in  his  experiments 
and  his  illustrations  of  these  sciences,  was  induced  to  give  some 
entertainments  which  were  highly  appreciated  by  numerous 
audiences  and  were  the  occasion  of  his  being  called  "Professor" 
by  many  of  his  early  associates  during  the  rest  of  his  life. 

*/  •/  *  fj 

He  spent  upwards  of  fourteen  years  in  the  office  of  Messrs. 
A.  &  W.  Sprague,  much  of  the  time  as  confidential  clerk.  He 
spent  about  two  years  at  the  Lodi  Print  Works  in  New  Jersey. 
On  returning  home  he  became  the  New  England  Agent  of 
Messrs.  J.  C.  Bloomfield  &  Co.,  New  York  importers  and 
dealers  in  dye-stuffs  and  calico  printers'  chemicals,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Here  his  knowledge  of 
practical  mechanics,  chemistry  and  natural  philosophy,  and  his 
tact  and  sagacity  as  a  business  man,  were  of  great  service, 
benefiting  the  firm  whose  agent  he  was,  the  firms  with  which  he 
had  dealings,  and  securing  for  himself  a  very  liberal  salary. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  arrangements  had  been  made  for  him 
to  become  a  partner  in  the  firm. 

The  talents  which  Mr.  Jillson  displayed  as  a  juvenille  lecturer 
were  turned  to  excellent  account  as  a  military  officer.  Under- 
standing how  to  command  and  fix  the  attention  of  his  men,  he 
exerted  a  powerful  influence  over  them  and  readily  brought 
about  discipline  and  exactitude  of  movement.  The  Burnside 
Zouaves  first  received  the  benefit  of  his  training,  and  when  this 
company  was  merged  in  the  United  Train  of  Artillery,  the  latter 
company  became  under  his  instructions  alike  distinguished  for 
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discipline  and  efficiency.  He  was  unquestionably  one  of  the 
best  drill-officers  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Jillson  never  did  things  by  halves.  He  was  earnest  and 
positive,  and  as  a  gentleman  who  had  known  him  long  and 
intimately  remarked  at  his  funeral,  "he  adorned  and  dignified 
every  post  he  held."  He  had  a  high  sense  of  honor  and  was 
respected  and  beloved  in  the  circle  in  which  he  moved.  His 
life-size  portrait,  painted  by  Lincoln,  is  in  the  Armory  of  the 
United  Train  of  Artillery. 

His  home  was  his  pride  and  delight.  He  gathered  about  him 
there  books  and  works  of  art  that  bespeak  a  man  of  elevated 
taste.  His  books  were  nicely  bound  and  admirably  arranged  in 
a  nice  case.  At  one  time  he  gave  much  attention  to  dramatic 
literature,  and  collected  some  rare  editions  of  choice  old  dramas. 

Mr.  Jillson  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  April,  1879. 
He  was  interested  in  its  objects  and  he  attended  its  meetings 
thereafter  whenever  the  state  of  his  health  permitted.  His 
announced  intention  of  making  a  collection  of  Rhode  Island 
historical  works  was  but  partially  carried  out,  owing  to  his 
unexpected  death. 

GEORGE  AUGUSTUS  PIERCE,  M.  D.,  was  the  son  of  Asa 
Pierce,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Providence,  anc\  was  born  here 
August  12,  1828.  He  graduated  at  Waterville  College,  Maine 
(now  Colby  University),  in  1849.  He  was  then  engaged  for 
about  two  years  as  teacher  of  ancient  languages  in  the  Friends 
School  at  Providence.  During  this  time,  he  began  his  medical 
studies  under  Dr.  Lewis  L.  Miller.  He  also  attended  courses  of 
lectures  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  took  his  medical 
degree  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1854.  In  that  year 
he  went  to  Europe,  and  continued  his  professional  studies  at 
Paris,  Dublin  and  other  centres  of  instruction.  His  medical 
education  was  unusually  thorough.  Returning  in  1857,  after 
this  long  and  faithful  preparation  he  began  practice  in  Provi- 
dence. He  was  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  pleasant  manners, 
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a  delightful  companion  to  those  who  knew  him  well,  of  culti- 
vated literary  taste,  possessed  of  ready  wit  and  a  fund  of  humor- 
ous anecdote.  He  was  sincerely  attached  to  his  profession  and 
well  acquainted  with  its  literature,  without  ambition  to  acquire 
an  extensive  practice.  In  his  relations  with  his  brethren  in  the 
profession  he  was  strictly  honorable. 

He  was  chosen  Vice-President  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society  in  1875,  but  with  characteristic  modesty  he  declined  to 
serve.  He  twice  revisited  Europe,  in  1859  and  in  1881,  each 
time  traveling  somewhat  extensively.  He  died  August  20, 
1885. 

FREDERICK  AUGUSTUS  STANHOPE  was  born  in  Newport, 
November  19,  1822.  While  a  boy,  he  entered  the  store  of 
George  Engs  &  Co.  as  clerk.  He  remained  in  this  occupation 
nearly  twenty  years,  was  then  for  a  short  time  in  business  on 
his  own  account  in  Syracuse,  X.  Y.  Returning  to  his  native 
place,  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bliss  &  Stanhope,  and 
afterward  agent  of  the  Coddington  Mill  Company.  For  a  pe- 
riod of  more  than  twenty-two  years,  from  November,  1857  to 
February,  1880,  he  held  a  chief  place  in  the  management  of  the 
New  England  Butt  Company,  in  Providence,  as  assistant  agent, 
ao'ent,  and  treasurer.  His  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this 
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company  was  eminently  successful.  He  retired  from  active 
business  a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  Stanhope  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  integrity  and  hon- 
orable career.  In  the  words  of  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wood- 
bury,  "He  was  a  worthy  citizen  and  a  good  man,  of  remakable 
uprightness  of  character,  of  high  principles,  of  noble  impulses, 
and  generous  disposition." 

He  died  September  19,  1885,  leaving  a  widow,  a  married 
daughter,  and  three  sons.  He  joined  this  Society  in  1877. 
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INSTITUTIONS  AND  CORPORATIONS 

FROM  WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED. 


American  Antiquarian  Society,  Wprcester.Mass. 

American  Congregational  Association,  Boston, 
Mass. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadel'a,  Pa. 

Astor  Library,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Attleborough,  Select  Men  of,  Attleborough, 
Mass. 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 

Berkeley  School,  Providence. 

Bible  Revision  Committee,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Board  of  State  Charities  and  Corrections,  Prov- 
idence. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners,  Boston,  Mass 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brown  University,  Providence. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Canadian  Institute,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago,  111. 

Chief  Signal  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.C. 

Coast]and  Geodetic  Survey,  Washington,  D.C. 

Connecticut  State  Library,  Hartford. 

Copenhagen  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Anti- 
quarians, Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

Davenport  Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Iowa. 

Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Diocese  of  Massachusetts. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Geological  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  1-Javannah,  Ga. 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Huguenot  Society  of  America,  New  York ,  N .  Y. 

Iowa  Historical  Record,  Iowa  City,  la. 

Iowa  State  Historical  Society,  Des  Moines,  la. 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Kansas  State  Board  of  Agricujture,  Topeka,Ka. 

London  Royal  Historical  Society,  Ghandos  St., 
Eng. 

Lowell  Old  Residents  Historical  Society,  Low- 
ell, Mass. 

Maine  Recorder,  Portland,  Me. 

Manufacturing  Jewelers,  Providence. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Massachusetts,  Diocese  of,  Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. Mass. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Michigan  University,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Middlebury  Historical  Society,  Middlebury.Vt. 

Minnesota  Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

National  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y. 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society, 
Boston,  Mass. 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  Concord, 
N.  H. 

New  Haven  Historical  Society,  New  Haven, 
Conn. 
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New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark,  N.  J. 

New- York  Central  Park  Meteorological  Ob- 
servatory, New  York,  N.  Y. 

New- York  German  Society,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York,  N.Y. 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association.New 
York,  N.  Y. 

New  York  National  Insurance  Co.,  New  York, 
N.Y. 

New  York  Union  Defence  Committee,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

Norwegian  Society  of  Antiquity,  Kristiania. 

Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

Ohio  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  .Cin- 
cinnati, O. 

Oneida  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Philadelphia  City  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Philadelphia  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence. 

Providence,  City  of. 

Providence  Mutual  Health  Association,  Provi- 
dence. 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  State  Charities  and  Cor- 
rections. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Historical 
Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island,  State  of. 

Rhode  Island  Woman's  Club,  Providence. 

Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Sampson,  Murdock  &  Co.  Providence. 

San  Francisco  Library  Association,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Signal  Service  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Select  Men  of  Attleborough,  Mass. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Swan  Point  Cemetery,  Proprietors  of,  Provi- 
dence. 

Tuft's  College,  College  Hill,  Mass. 

United  States  Attorney-General. 

United  States  Bureau  of  Education. 

United  States  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Uhited  States  Chief  Signal  Office. 

United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 

United  States  Department  of  Justice. 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. 

United  States  Department  of  War. 

United  States  Geological  Survey. 

Vermont  State  Librarian,  Montpelier,  Vt. 

Vermont  Historical  Society,  Montpelier.  Vt. 

Webster  Historical  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison, 
Wib. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Worcester, 
Mass.  « 

Wyoming  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society, 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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Addeman,  J.  M.,  Providence. 
Aldrich,  Nelson  W.,  Providence. 
Allen,  Miss  Candace,  Providence. 
Allen,  Samuel  H.,  Wakefield. 
Allyn,  Charles,  New  London,  Conn. 
Anthony,  John  B.,  Providence. 
Arnold,  Stephen  H.,  Providence. 
Backus,  Thomas,  Danielsonville,  Conn. 
Baker,  Edwin,  Providence. 
Ballou,  Dr.  Ariel,  Providence. 
Ballou,  Frederic  M.,  Providence. 
Bartlett,  John  R.,   Providence. 
Bates,  Caleb  G.,   Coventry. 
Bates,  William  Carver,  Newton,  Mass. 
Barton,  E.  B.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Bicknell,  Thomas  W.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bongartz,  J.  H.,  East  Providence. 
Bourn,  Augustus  O.,  Bristol. 
Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bradley,  Charles  S.,  Providence. 
Brewster,  Mrs.  J.  M.,  Providence. 
Briggs,  Samuel,  Cleveland,  O. 
Browne,  Joseph  A.,  Providence. 
Brownell,  Henrietta  H.,  Bristol. 
Bucklin,  Mrs.  James  C., Providence. 
Bullock,  J.  Russell,  Bristol. 
Caldwell,  Augustine,  Ipswich,  Mass. 
Caldwell,  Rev.  S.  L.,  Newburyport,  Mass. 
Cardimon,  P.,  Faribault,  Minn. 
Chace,  George  I.,  Providence. 
Channing,  Dr.  William  F.,  Pasadena,  Cal. 
Chapin,  Dr.  C.  V.,  Providence. 
Chapin,  William  W.,  Providence. 
Chapman,  Alfred  F.,  Boston.  Mass. 
Charnley,  William  H.,  Providence. 
Clarke,  Dr.  Frederic  C.,  Providence. 
Clark,  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  M.,  Providence. 
Collins,  Dr.  George  L.,  Providence. 
Cook,  Miss  Patience  B.,  East  Greenwich. 
Coombs,  H.  M.  &  Co.,  Providence. 
Qourtenay,  William  A.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Cross,  James  M.,  Providence. 
Daboll,  William  V.,  Providence. 
Daniels,  Cora  L.,  Providence, 


Danielson,  Mrs.  George  W.,  Providence. 
Darling,  C.  W.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 
Davis,  Mrs.  N.  S.,  North  Kingstown. 
Deane,  Charles,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Dexter,  Franklin  B.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Denison,  Rev.  Frederic,  Providence. 
Dodge,  Herbert  E.,  Providence. 
Dorr,  Henry  C.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Dowe,  Arthur  W. ,  Ipswich,  Mass. 
Draper,  Daniel,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Drowne,  Henry  T.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Drowne,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Garden  City,  N.  Y. 
Dunster,  Samuel,  Attleborough,  Mass. 
Durrett,  Reuben  F.,  Louisville,  Ky. 
Dyer,  Elisha,  Providence. 
Dyer,  Elisha,  Jr.,  Providence. 
Eliot,  George  H.,  U.  S.  N.,  Newport. 
Emmerton,  Dr.  J.  A.,  Salem,  Mass. 
Everett,  Richmond  P.,  Providence. 
Fisher,  Dr.  Charles  H.,  Providence. 
Folsom,  Albert  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Freeman,  E.  L.  &  Co.,  Providence. 
Gammell,  William,  Providence. 
Gardner,  Asa  Bird,  Garden  City,  N.  Y. 
Gardiner,  C.  C.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Gorton,  Charles,  Providence. 
Gray,  S.  M.,  Providence. 
Green,  Arnold,  Providence. 
Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Greene,  William  R.,  Providence. 
Guild,  Dr.  Reuben  A.,  Providence. 
Hacker,  Francis,  Providence. 
Haile,  Mrs.  Clara  S.  B.,  Warren. 
Hall,  Mrs.  Emily  A.,  Providence. 
Harden,  William,  Savannah.  Ga. 
Hawkins,  W.  W.,  Vergennes,  Vt. 
Hazard,  Rowland,  Providence. 
Hoadley,  Charles  J.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Holbrook,  Albert,  Providence. 
Howland,  John  A.,  Providence. 
Hubbard,  L.  P.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Huling,  Ray  G.,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Huntoon,  Daniel  I.  V.,  Canton,  Mass. 
Jackson,  Phebe,  Providence. 
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Jenckes,  Albert  V.,  Providence. 

Johnson,  J.  C.,  Providence. 

Johnson,  George  A.,  Providence. 

Jones,  Albert  J.,  Rome,  Italy. 

Jones,  Augustine,  Providence. 

Jones,  Charles  C.,  Jr.,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Jones,  Daniel  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Kellogg,  John  S.,  Providence. 

Kendall,  Miss  Jane  W.,  Providence. 

King,  George  Gorton,  Newport. 

Knight,  Jabez  C.,  Providence. 

Lane,  George  W.,  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. 

Lester,  Henry  M.,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

Lovell,  John  W.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Marcus,  Alfred  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Mason,  N.  N.,  Providence. 

Mathews,  William,  Boston,  Mass. 

Mauran,  James  E.,  Newport. 

McWilliams,  John,  Providence. 

Merkel,  Rudolf,  Erlonge,  Bavaria. 

Miller,  William  J.,  Bristol. 

Miller,  William  H.,  Meriden,  Conn. 

Morton,  Marcus  W.,  Providence. 

Nickerson,  Ansel  D.,  Pawtucket. 

Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Olney,  Peter  B.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Onderdonk,  Henry,  Jr.,  Jamaica,  N.  Y. 

Pabodie,  B.  Frank,  Providence. 

Parsons,  Dr.  Charles  W.,  Providence. 

Peet,  Rev.  Stephen  D.,  Clinton,  Wis. 

Perry,  Amos,  Providence. 

Perry,  Mrs.  Amos,  Providence. 

Perry,  Aron  F.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Perry,  Rt.  Rev.  William  S.,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Perry,  John  S. 

Phillips,  Dr.  Henry,  Jr.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pillsbury,  Parker,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Porter,  Rev.  Emory  H.,  Pawtucket. 

Potter,  Dr.  Albert,  Chepachet. 

Powell,  J.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Raikes,  G.  A.,  London,  Eng. 

Reed,  Charles  G.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Rhodes,  Edward  S.,  Providence. 


Rhodes,  Samuel  B.,  Providence. 

Rogers,  Mrs.  William  B.,  Newport. 

Salisbury.  Edward  Elbridge,  New  Haven,Conn. 

Sanborn,  John  P.,  Newport. 

Scholfield,  A.  G.,  Providence. 

Schonwalder,  Dr.,  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 

Sheffield,  William  P.,  Newport. 

Sheldon,  George,  Providence. 

Sibley,  A.  W.,  Pawtucket. 

Slater,  John  F.,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Slaughter,  Rev.  P.,  Virginia. 

Smith,  Lloyd  P.,  Germantown,  Pa. 

Smith,  Sandford  B.,  Providence. 

Smith,  Stephen,  Providence. 

Spooner,  Henry  J.,  Providence. 

Staples,  Rev.  C.  A.,  Lexington,  Mass. 

Steere,  Henry  J.,  Providence. 

Stewart,  William  M.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Stockwell,  J.  C.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Stockwell,  Thomas  B.,  Providence. 

Storer,  John  A.,  Newport. 

Tappan,  Samuiel  S.,  Providence 

Teetor,  Henry  Benton,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Vaughan,  B.  F.,  Providence. 

Walker,  John  P.,  Providence. 

Walker,  Mrs.  Sarah  P.,  Providence. 

Walling,  H.  F.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Waterman,  Rufus,  Providence. 

Webb,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Providence. 

Webb,  Wanton  Stanley,  Providence. 

Weeks,  Robert  D.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Weld,  William  G.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Whitford,  O.  U.,  Westerley. 

Whitney,  Henry  Austin,  Boston. 

Williams,  Charles  H.,  Providence. 

Wilson,  James  Grant,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Wilson,  Robert  L.,  Cape  Giradeau,  Mo. 

Winthrop,  Robert  C.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Wolcott,  Henry,  Providence 

Woodbury,  Rev.  Augustus,  Providence. 

Wood,  William  G.,  Providence. 

Wright,  Carroll  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS.— 1886. 


ELECTED. 

1874.  Addeman,  Joshua  M. 

1885.  Aldrich,  Elisha  S. 

1874.  Aldrich,  Nelson  W. 

1875.  Ames,  William 
1885.  Andrews,  Elisha  B. 

1876.  Angell,  Edwin  G. 

1880.  Anthony,  John  B. 

1875.  Aplin,  Charles 
1885.  Arnold,  Fred.  A. 

1881.  Arnold,  James  M. 

1874.  Arnold,  Olney 

1877.  Arnold,  Stephen  H. 
1881.  Austin,  John  Osborn 
1853.  Bailey,  William  M. 
1881.  Bailey,  Richard  Arnold 
1881.  Baker,  David  S.,  Jr. 
1884.  Ballou,  Ariel 

1883.  Ballou,  Frederick  M. 

1884.  Ballou,  Latimer  W. 
1872-  Barrows,  Edwin 
1831.  Bartlett,  John  R. 

1876.  Barton,  Robert 
1879.  Barton,  William  T. 
1883.  Bates,  Isaac  C. 
1858.  Binney,  William 

1878.  Bogman,  Edward  Y. 
1881.  Bradley,  Charles 
1846.  Bradley,  Charles  S. 
1870.  Brinley,  Francis 
1883.  Brown,  D.  Russell 

1883.  Brown,  H.  Martin 

1875.  Brown,  John  A. 
1857.  Brown,  Welcome  O. 

1876.  Bugbee,  James  H. 
1878.  Bull,  Samuel  T. 

1884.  Bullock,  J.  Russell 
*Deceasecl. 


ELECTED. 

1884.  Burdick,  James 

1859.  Calder,  George  B. 

1880.  Campbell,  Daniel  G. 

1876.  Campbell,  Horatio  N. 

1873.  Carpenter,  Charles  E. 

1874.  Carpenter,  Francis  W. 
1886.  Carpenter,  George  M. 
1874.  Caswell,  Edward  T. 
1857.  Chambers,  Robert  B. 

1879.  Chace,  Lewis  J. 

1880.  Chace,  Jonathan 
1880.  Chace,  Julian  A. 
1868.  Chace,  Thomas  W. 

1883.  Child,  Charles  H. 

1884.  Chapin,  Charles  V. 

1873.  Claflin,  George  L. 
1880.  Clarke,  E.  Webster 
1878.  Clarke,  James  M.* 

1878.  Clark,  Thomas  M. 

1880.  Coats,  James 

1877.  Codman,  Arthur  Amory 

1885.  Collins,  George  L.,  Jr. 

1879.  -  Colt,  Le  Barren  B. 
1879.  Colt,  Samuel  P. 

1886.  Comstock,  Richard  W. 
1872.  Congdon,  Johns  H. 

1874.  Cranston,  Henry  C. 
1877.  Cranston,  George  K. 

1881.  Cranston,  James  E. 
1881.  Cressy,  Oliver  S. 
1883.  Cross,  Samuel  H, 
1879.  Cross,  William  J.* 
1876.  Cushman,  Henry  I. 
1881.  Day,  Daniel 
1874.  Day,  Daniel  E. 
1871.  Dean,  Sidney 
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ELECTED. 

1881.  DeWolf,  John,  J. 

1886.  Dews,  Joseph 

1881.  Dixon,  Nathan  F. 
1877.  Doringh,  Charles  H.  R. 
1877.  Dorrance,  Samuel  R. 

1882.  Douglas,  William  W. 
1851.  Doyle,  Thomas  A. 

1875.  Dunnell,  William  Wanton 

1877.  Durfee,  Charles  S. 

1849.  Durfee,  Thomas 
1838.     Dyer,  Elisha 

1873.  Eames,  Benjamin  T. 
1856.  Ely,  James  W.  C. 
1862.  Ely,  William  D. 
1858.  Everett,  Richmond  P. 

1874.  Fairbrother,  Henry  L.* 

1876.  Fay,  Henry  H. 

1882.  Fisher,  Addison  Q. 

1878.  Fisher,  Charles  H. 
1885.  Fitzgerald,  O.  Edward 
1881.  Foster,  William  E. 
1881.  Furse,  Edmund 
1855.  Gammell,  Asa  Messer 

1875.  Gammell,  Robert  Ives 
1844.     Gammell,  William 

1884.  Gammell,  William,  Jr. 
1875.     Gardner,  Henry  W. 

1885.  George,  Charles  H. 

1880.  Goddard,  Francis  W. 

1881.  Goddard,  Moses  B.  I. 

1850.  Goddard,  William 

1883.  Goodwin,  Daniel 

1875.  Grant,  Henry  T. 

1881.  Greene,  Daniel  H. 

1878.  Greene,  Edward  A. 

1876.  Greene,  Henry  L. 
1874.  Greene,  Simon  Henry* 

1877.  Greene,  W.  Maxwell 

1879.  Greer,  David  H. 
1883.  Gregory,  Harry 
1872.  Grosvenor,  William 
1872.  Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 

1882.  Hall,  Jennison  C. 

1878.  Hall,  Robert 
*  Deceased. 


ELECTED. 

1881.  Ham,  Benjamin  W.* 

1879.  Hammond,  B.  B. 
1878.  Harkness,  Albert 
1874.  Harrington,  Henry  A. 

1884.  Harris,  William  A. 
1883.  Harson,  M.  Joseph 
1871.  Hazard,  Rowland 

1881.  Hersey,  George  D. 
1873.  Hidden,  Henry  A. 

1873.  Hidden,  James  C. 

1874.  Hill,  Thomas  J. 
1874.  Holbrook,  Albert 
1871.  Hoppin,  Frederic,  S. 
1874.  Hopkins,  William  H. 

1880.  Hoppin,  William  W. 

1885.  Horton,  Henry  A. 

1880.  Howard,  Albert  C. 
1843.  Howland,  John  A. 
1885.  Howland,  Richard  S. 

1882.  Hoyt,  David  W. 

1882.  Jackson,  W.  F.  B. 
1867.  Jenks,  Albert  V. 

1879.  Jillson,  Charles  D.* 

1881.  Johnson,  Joseph  C. 
1885.  Johnson,  Oliver 
1874.  Johnson,  William  S. 

1880.  Jones,  Augustine 

1883.  Kendall,  Hiram 
1880.  Kenyon,  James  S. 
1876.  Kimball,  James  M. 

1884.  King,  W.  Dehon 

1885.  King,  George  G. 
1885.  King,  LeRoy 
1883.  Klapp,  Lyman 
1879.  Knight,  Edward  B. 
1883.  Ladd,  Herbert  W. 

1885.  Lamb,  Estus 

1879.  Lincoln,  John  L. 

1880.  Lippitt,  Christopher 
1878.  Lippitt,  Charles  Warren 

1872.  Lippitt,  Henry 

1881.  Littlefield,  Alfred  H. 

1873.  Lyman,  Daniel  W. 

1886.  Marcy,  Fred.  I. 
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ELECTED. 

1877.  Mason,  Earl  Philip 

1877.  Mason,  Eugene  W. 

1877.  Mason,  George  C. 

1884.  Mason,  George  C.,  Jr. 
1881.  Mason,  John  H. 

1878.  Mauran,  Edward  C. 

1878.  Mauran,  James  E. 
1883.  Meader,  Lewis  H. 

1876.  Metcalf,  Henry  B.,  Paw'ket. 

1875.  Miller,  Augustus  S. 

1873.  Miller,  William  J. 

1881.  Miner,  Francis  W. 

1876.  Moulton,  Sullivan 

1874.  Mowry,  William  G.  R. 

1877.  Munro,  Bennett  J. 

1882.  Munroe,  Oliver  B. 
1880.  Nichols,  Amos  G. 

1876.  Nickerson,  Edward  I. 
1874.  Nightingale,  George  C.,  Jr. 
1880.  Noyes,  Samuel  M. 

1879.  Olney,  George  H. 

1883.  Olney,  James  H. 
1862.  Ormsbee,  John  Spurr 

1878.  Owen,  Smith 

1870.  Pabodie,  Benjamin  F. 

1874.  Paige,  Charles  F. 

1885.  Page,  Charles  H. 

1883.  Parkhurst,  Charles  H. 
1847.  Parsons,  Charles  W. 

1875.  Parsons,  Henry  L. 

1877.  Pearce,  Edward  D. 

1884.  Peck,  Ira  B. 

1849.  Peckham,  Samuel  W. 

1875.  Pegram,  John  C.' 

1858.  Perry,  Amos 

1880.  Perry,  Marsden  J. 
1874.  Persons,  Benjamin  W. 
1873.  Phillips,  Theodore  W. 
1883.  Pierce,  George  A.* 

1878.  Porter,  Emory  H. 

1885.  Reid,  James  A. 
1877.  Richmond,  Walter 

1881.  Roelker,  William  G. 
1866.  Rogers,  Horatio 

*Deceased. 


ELECTED. 

1885.  Root,  James  P, 

1856.  Sabin,  Charles 

1877.  Seabury,  Frederick  N. 

1877.  Seagrave,  Caleb 

1874.  Shedd,  J.  Herbert 

1881.  Sheffield,  William  P.,  Jr. 
1885.  Sheldon,  Nicholas 

1879.  Shepley,  George  L. 

1877.  Slater,  Horatio  N.,  Jr 
1883.  Slater,  John  W. 
1883.  Slicer,  Thomas  R. 

1882.  Smith,  Charles  H. 

1875.  Smith,  Edwin  A. 
1869.  Southwick,  Isaac  H. 
1885.  Southwick,  Isaac  H.,  Jr. 
1874.  Spencer,  Gideon  L. 

1876.  Spencer,  Joel  M. 

1880.  Spicer,  William  A. 

1881.  Spooner,  Henry  J. 

1877.  Stanhope,  Frederick  A.* 
1869.  Staples,  William 

1878.  Starkweather,  Joseph  U. 
1868.  Steere,  Henry  J. 

1879.  Stiness,  John  H. 

1880.  Stockwell,  Thomas  B. 

1881.  Stone,  Alfred 

1883.  Stone,  Waterman 
1856.  Taft,  Royal  C. 
1883.  Talbot,  Frederick 

1874.  Taylor,  Charles  F. 
1885.  Taylor,  James  M. 
1881.  Thomas,  Charles  L. 

1873.  Thurston,  Benjamin  F. 
1881.  Tilley,  R.  Hammett 

1878.  Tillinghast,  James 

1875.  Trippe,  Samuel  G. 
1885.  Tucker,  William  A. 

1874.  Turner,  Henry  E. 
1885.  Updike,  D.  Berkeley 
1883.  Vernon,  Joseph  Peace 

1883.  Vernon,  Thomas 
1881.  Vose,  James  G. 
1874.  Wales,  Samuel  H. 

1884.  Walton,  William  A. 
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ELECTED. 

1861.  Waterman,  Rufus 

1868.  Weeden,  William  B. 

1868.  Westcott,  Amasa  S. 

1884.  White,  Stillman 

1881.  White,  Zebulon  L. 

1874.  Whitford,  George  W. 

1884.  Wightman,  Augustus  A. 


ELECTED. 

1884.  Wilbour,  Joshua 

1884.  Williams,  Alfred  M. 
1881.  Williams,  Zephaniah 

1885.  Winsor,  Richard  B. 
1876.  Woods,  Marshall 
1885.  Wyman,  John  C. 
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LIFE    MEMBERS. 


1872. 

George  T.  Paine, 

Providence. 

1872. 

Henry  T.  Beckwith, 

Providence. 

1872. 

William  Greene,* 

Warwick. 

1872. 

Rowland  G.  Hazard, 

South  Kingstown. 

1872. 

Holder  Borden  Bowen, 

Providence. 

1872. 

Amasa  M.  Eaton, 

Providence. 

1873. 

James  Y.  Smith,* 

Providence. 

1873. 

Jarvis  B.  Swan, 

Providence. 

1874. 

Benjamin  G.  Pabodie,* 

Providence. 

1875. 

Albert  G.  Angell,* 

Providence. 

1876. 

William  Ely, 

Providence. 

1877. 

Hezekiah  Conant, 

Pawtucket. 

1879. 

Samuel  G.  Arnold,* 

Portsmouth. 

1879. 

Amos  D.  Lockwood,* 

Providence. 

1879. 

Royal  Woodward,* 

Albany,  N.  V. 

1880. 

Charles  Gorton, 

Providence. 

1880. 

John  P.  Walker, 

Providence. 

1880. 

Alexander  Duncan, 

London,  England. 

1883. 

John  P.  Mumford, 

Providence. 

1883. 

Thomas  P.  T.  Goddard, 

Providence. 

1884. 

Henry  G.  Russell, 

Providence. 

1885. 

William  G.  Weld, 

Newport. 

1885. 

John  Nicholas  Brown, 

Newport. 

1885. 

George  Peabody  Wetmore, 

Newport. 

1885. 

Harold  Brown, 

Newport. 

*Deceased. 

CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 


Elected  since  the  Annual  Meeting,  January,  1885. 


1885.  Franklin  B.  Dexter, 

1885.  Peter  B.  Olney, 

1885.  Richard  Olney, 

1885.  William  A,  Mowry, 

1885.  Albert  A.  Folsom, 

1885.  Albert  Jay  Jones, 

1885.  Samuel  Briggs, 


New  Haven,  Ct. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Rome,  Italy. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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AUTHORS  OF  THE  NECROLOGICAL  NOTICES. 


ISAAC  M.  BULL    . 
JAMES  M.  CLARKE 
WM.  J.  CROSS 
SIMON  HENRY  GREENE 
BENJ.  W.  HAM    . 
CHARLES  D.   JILLSON    . 
GEO.  A.  PIERCE  . 
FREDERICK  A.  STANHOPE 


CHARLES  BULL 

W.  GAMMELL 

S.  H.  ARNOLD 

S.  A.  GREENE 

W.  GAMMELL 

A.  PERRY 

C.  W.  PARSONS 

C.  W.  PARSONS 
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On  Building  and   Grounds 

Isaac  H.   Southwick  Henry  J.   Steere 

Royal  C.  Taft 

On  the  Library 
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OF   THE 
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1886-87. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  January  26,  1886,  Charles 
W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  read  a  paper*  on  "Town  Names  in  Rhode 
Island,"  and  Mr.  Edward  Field,  2d,  read  a  paper  on  "The  For- 
tifications in  and  around  Providence." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  9,  1886,  the  Rev.  William  F.  B. 
Jackson,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Trial  of  Anne  Hutchinson." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  23,  1886,  Professor  William 
Matthews  of  Boston,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Battle  of 
Waterloo." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  9,  1886,  Mr.  James  Burdick,  read 
a  paper  entitled  "Reminiscences  of  a  California  Forty-Niner." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  23,  188&,  the  Rev.  James  P.  Root, 
read  a  sketch  on  "The  Family  Life  and  public  Services  of  Cap- 
tain Arthur  Fenner ;"  and  the  Hon.  Charles  H.  Denison,  read 
a  paper  on  the  "History  and  Romance  of  the  South  County." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  April  6,  1886,  the  secretary 
announced  the  death  on  the  10th  of  March,  1886,  of  Mr. 


"The  paper  is  printed  in  this  volume. 
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John  B.  Moreau,  a  member  of  the  Bradford  Club,  to  whom  the 
Society  is  indebted  for  gifts  ;  and  also  announced  the  completion 
of  the  appendices  of  the  Rhode  Island  Cincinnati  Register.  A 
portrait  of  Joseph  Olney,  the  keeper  of  the  Olney-Street  Tavern 
in  1768,  was  exhibited.  The  librarian  reported  that  108  vol- 
umes, 1,117  pamphlets  and  175  miscellaneous  articles  had  been 
received  during  the  quarter.  Hon.  Ellery  H.  Wilson  of  East 
Providence,  Mr.  George  E.  Noyes  of  Providence  and  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Norris,  jr.,  of  Bristol,  were  elected  resident  members;  Mr. 
Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  of  Freetown,  Mass.,  was  elected  a  corres- 
ponding member;  and  Hon.  J.  Hammond  Trumbull  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  was  elected  an  honorary  member. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  the  following  resolutions  'were 
unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  has  received  with  great 
pleasure  the  announcement  of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Stevens,  of  London, 
to  publish  a  copy  of  documents,  collected  by  him  in  European  capitals,  and  rela- 
ting to  the  history  of  those  eventful  years  in  which  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  was  secured.  Of  unquestionable  authenticity  and  drawn  from  archives  not 
easily  open  to  the  student,  and  procured  by  a  considerable  outlay  of  labor  and 
money,  these  documents  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  become  the  property  of  that 
government  whose  foundation  they  illustrate. 

Resolved,  That  we  agree  with  other  Historical  Societies  in  regarding  this  enter- 
prise as  eminently  deserving  the  aid  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  Rhode  Island  in  Congress,  with  the  request  that  they  use  their 
influence,  as  they  may  have  opportunity,  in  behalf  of  the  purpose  of  these  resolu- 
tions. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  offered  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry 
A.  Miles  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  for  the  gift  of  a  photographic 
copy  of  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Ezekiel  Carre,  minister  of  the 
French  Colony  in  Narragansett  in  1689,  and  of  an  anonymous 
manuscript  sermon  in  French  and  dated  1715.  Attention  was 
called  to  a  cane  made  from  the  timber  of  the  Confederate  ram 
Merrimac,  presented  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bigelow  Updike.  The 
Rev.  J.  P.  Root  read  a  second  paper  on  "The  Home  Life  of 
Captain  Arthur  Fenner."  Mr.  John  A.  Rowland  addressed  the 
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Society,  giving  an  account  of  the  dates  of  the  action  taken  by 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  the  banishment  of  Roger 
Williams,  and  he  was  requested  to  reduce  to  writing  the  sub- 
stance of  his  remarks.* 

At  a  meeting  held  April  20,  1886,  the  Rev.,W.  R.  Bagnall 
of  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Textile  Industries 
of  our  Country  prior  to  1800." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  July  6,  1886,  the  librarian  re- 
ported that  there  had  been  received  96  volumes,  311  pamphlets 
and  47  miscellaneous  articles  ;  including  a  MS.  copy  of  the  first 
census  of  Providence  taken  by  the  General  government  in  1790, 
and  a  quantity  of  original  papers  relating  to  the  Fenner  family, 
presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pardon  F.  Brown  of  Manton.  Messrs. 
Amos  C.  Barstow,  jr.,  and  Alexander  Walford  of  Providence, 
were  elected  resident  members.  A  communication  was  received 
from  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  urging  that  steps  be  taken  toward  the 
preparation  of  a  map  of  the  State  showing  Indian  places  and 
names ;  and  Messrs.  Henry  J.  Steere,  Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
Richmond  P.  Everett  and  Barnabas  B.  Hammond  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  take  such  action  as  they  deem  advisable  in  the 
matter.  Messrs.  Amos  Perry  and  Henry  T.  Beckwith  reported 
that  they  attended  the  dedication  of  the  Goff  Memorial  Town 
Hall  in  Rehoboth,  on  the  10th  of  May  last,  as  delegates  of  the 
Society.  The  President  announced  the  death  of  Messrs.  John 
R.  Bartlett,  Edward  C.  Mauran,  Thomas  A.  Doyle  and  Samuel 
H.  Wales,  members  of  the  Society.  The  Rev.  Crawford  Night- 
ingale read  a  paper  on  "The  Influence  of  the  Family  in  Town 
History."  The  President  read  a  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  John  O. 
Austin,  entitled,  "Some  Phases  of  Genealogical  Study  i"  and 
also  gave  an  account  of  the  opening  of  the  grave  of  William 
Blackstone  at  Study  Hill,  in  Cumberland,  on  the  6th  of  May 
last. 


"The  paper,  subsequently  prepared  by  Mr.  Howland,  is  printed  in  this  volume. 
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At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  October  5,  1886,  the  Rev.  H. 
Usher  Monro  and  Messrs.  Howard  O.  Sturges,  Edward  M.  Dart, 
Raymond  G.  Mo  wry  and  Charles  R.  Earle  of  Providence,  and 
Mark  H.  Wood  of  Barrington,  were  elected  resident  members  ; 
and  John  R.  Bartlett,  Commander  U.  S.  N.,  was  elected  a  cor- 
responding member.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  it  was  voted 
that  the  Society  recommends  as  worthy  of  publication  by  State 
aid  the  Alphabetical  and  Chronological  Lists  of  Births,  Marri- 
ages and  Deaths  recorded  in  the  several  towns  of  this  State  from 
1636  to  1850,  now  nearly  completed  by  Mr.  James  N.  Arnold. 
Mr.  Mark  H.  Wood  was  added  to  the  committee  on  Indian 
Places  and  Names.  Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  read  a  paper 
on  "The  Life  and  Services  of  Thomas  Willet,  the  first  Mayor 
of  New  York  city." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  2,  1886,  the  President  read  a 
paper*  on  "The  Life  and  Services  of  John  Russell  Bartlett." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  16,  1886,  Hon.  John  Winslow 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Trial  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Judges  : — An  Episode  touching  Currency  and  Constitu- 
tional Law." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  30,  1886,  Hon.  John  D.  Wash- 
burn  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Unpublished 
Auto-biography  of  President  Increase  Mather,  reviewed  in  the 
Light  of  the  recent  Commemoration  at  Harvard  University." 

At  a  meeting  held  December  14,  1886,  Mr.  Claudius  B.  Farns- 
worth  read  a  paper  on  "The  Legislation  of  the  Roman  Empe- 
rors respecting  the  Church." 

The  sixty-fifth  annual  meeting  Was  held  January  11,  1887. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

The  President  was  authorized  to  sign  a  memorial  to  Congress 
in  favor  of  the  publication  of  the  historical  collections  of  Mr.  B. 
F.  Stevens.  Messrs.  Reuben  A.  Guild,  Stephen  F.  Peckham, 
Howard  W.  Preston,  Walter  A.  Peck,  William  H.  Wood,  Ar- 


*The  paper  has  been  printed  and  distributed  among  the  members. 
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thur  Amory  Gammell*  and  William  H.  Hopkins,  2d,  of  Provi- 
dence, were  elected  resident  members  ;  and  the  Rev.  Eaton  W. 
Miixcy  of  Troy,  X.  Y.,  Hon.  John  Winslow  of  Brooklyn,  X. 
Y.,  and  Major  G.  A.  Raikes  of  London,  England,  were  elected 
corresponding'  members. 

Reports  were  presented  by  the  Treasurer,  the  Committee  on 
Building  and  Grounds,  the  Committee  on  Publications,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library,  and  Messrs.  Porter  and  Arnold  of  the 
Procurators. 

The  annual  address  of  the  President  was  presented  (he  being- 
detained  from  the  meeting  by  illness),  and  the  same,  and  there- 
ports  of  officers  and  committees  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publications. 

It  was  voted  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  be  assessed  on  each 
resident  member,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

It  was  voted  that  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  author- 
ized to  print  five  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings,  to  include 
the  paper  by  Mr.  Rowland  on  the  date  of  banishment  of  Roger 
Williams,  and  the  paper  by  Dr.  Parsons  on  Rhode  Island  Town 
Names,  and  any  others  the  committee  shall  select,  provided  the 
whole  expense  do  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 
The  names  of  the  officers  are  printed  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

*  Deceased. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society: 

As  we  assemble  in  this  our  sixty-fifth  annual  meeting,  1  am 
happy  to  congratulate  you  on  the  general  prosperity  of  the  So- 
ciety and  on  the  progress  of  the  work  in  which  it  has  so  long- 
been  engaged.  We  have  received  during  the  year  that  has  closed, 
from  various  sources,  a  considerable  variety  of  books,  pamphlets 
and  other  articles  of  historical  interest,  that  may  illustrate  the 
habits  of  life,  the  social  condition,  the  types  of  individual  char- 
acter, as  well  as  the  methods  of  business  and  the  public  trans- 
actions of  our  own  and  of  former  generations.  Many  of  these 
are  in  the  form  of  local  histories  and  personal  biographies  and 
many  others  are  the  fruits  of  antiquarian  or  genealogical  re- 
search, while  others  still  are  the  records  of  passing  events  or  the 
published  journals  of  societies  kindred  to  our  own.  The  whole 
number  of  the  articles  thus  received  during  the  year  1886,  is 
2,483,  of  which  390  are  bound  volumes,  1,803  are  pamphlets 
not  bound,  and  290  are  miscellaneous  articles  not  classified. 

The  work  of  classifying,  arranging  and  cataloguing  the  arti- 
cles of  every  kind  belonging  to  the  Society,  which  was  begun 
several  years  ago,  has  been  diligently  prosecuted  by  the  librarian 
and  his  assistant.  Nearly  all  now  in  our  possession  are  readily 
accessible  to  those  who  may  desire  to  consult  or  inspect  them  for 
historical  purposes.  By  removing  certain  classes  of  books  from 
the  shelves  in  the  south  gallery  of  the  Cabinet  building  and  pla- 
cing them  on  the  floor,  and  by  the  addition  of  new  shelves  in 
every  vacant  space  on  the  walls,  we  have  been  able  to  provide 
for  the  arrangement  of  all  the  volumes  and  pamphlets  which  we 
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now  possess.  The  overcrowded  and  unsightly  condition  of  our 
Cabinet  building,  however,  still  appeals  in  vain  for  the. enlarge- 
ment which  it  greatly  needs  and  ought  to  receive. 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  nine  of  the  resident  members 
of  the  Society  have  been  removed  by  death.  Their  names  are 
as  follows  : 

William  Jones  Miller,  Edward  Carrington  Mauran,  Henry 
Lewis  Fairbrother,  George  Lyman  Claflin,  John  Russell  Bart- 
lett,  Thomas  Arthur  Doyle,  Samuel  Hazard  Wales,  Daniel 
Howland  Greene,  Daniel  Wanton  Lyman.  Brief  obituary  no- 
tices of  these  our  deceased  associates  will  be  printed  with  the 
annual  proceedings  of  the  Society. 

The  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Society  for  business  and  for  the 
consideration  of  special  topics  in  local  history  and  in  other  similar 
branches  of  inquiry,  have  been  well  attended  and  have  awakened 
more  than  usual  interest.  Much  useful  and  suggestive  information 
has  been  thus  presented  relating  to  conspicuous  persons  and 
families  and  to  dates  or  events  which  have  been  subjects  of  dis- 
cussion or  inquiry.  I  think  it  very  desirable  that  our  members, 
as  generally  as  possible,  should  prepare  themselves  to  bring  to 
these  quarterly  meetings  such  well-ascertained  facts  relating  to 
local  history  as  may  come  to  their  knowledge,  such  questions 
as  may  occur  to  them  concerning  it  and  such  views  as  they  may 
have  formed  pertaining  to  the  interests  and  work  of  the  Society. 
It  is  in  these  meetings,  also,  that  the  fruits  of  all  individual 
studies  and  inquiries  should  be  brought  together  and  made  the 
common  possession  of  all  who  attend  them.  During  the  past 
year  I  am  happy  to  think  that  some  worthy  work  of  this  kind 
has  been  done. 

Our  public  gatherings  every  two  weeks  during  the  winter 
months,  which  are  open  to  all  who  may  choose  to  attend,  have 
also  been  well  sustained.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects 
and  of  the  authors  of  the  several  papers  which  have  been  read  on 
these  occasions,  and  also  at  the  quarterly  meetings  during  the 
vear  : 
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•I.  January  26 — "Town  Names  in  Rhode  Island,"  by  Dr. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  and  "The  Fortifications  In  and  Around 
Providence,"  by  Mr.  Edward  Field. 

II.  February  9 — "The  Trial  of  Anne  Hutchinson,"  by  the 
Rev.  William  F.  B.  Jackson. 

III.  February  23 — "The  Battle  of  Waterloo,"  with  illustra- 
tions, by  Professor  William  Matthews. 

IV.  March  9 — "Reminiscences  of  California  in  1N49,"  by 
Mr.  James  Burdick. 

V.  March  23 — "A  Sketch  of  the  Public  Services  of  Cap- 
tain Arthur  Fenner,  of  Colonial  Times,"  by  the  Rev.  James  P. 
Root,  and  "The   History  and   Romance  of  the  South   County," 
by  Mr.  Charles  H.   Denison. 

VI.  April  6 — At  a  quarterly  meeting,    "The  Home  Life  of 
Captain  Arthur  Fenner,"  by  the  Rev.  James  P.    Root;   "The 
Date  of  the  Banishment  of  Roger  Williams,"  by  Mr.   John   A. 
Rowland  ;  a  communication  from  Professor  Asa  Bird  Gardiner 
on  the  "Completion  of  the  Register  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society 
of  Cincinnati,"  read  by  Mr.  Amos  Perry. 

VII.  April  20 — "The  Textile   Industries   of  Our  Country 
Prior  to  1800,"  by  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Bagnall. 

VIII.  July  6 — At  a  quarterly  meeting,  "Indian  Names  and 
Localities,"  by  ex-Governor  Elisha  Dyer;   "A  Brief  Sketch  of 
the  Nightingale  Family  in  Rhode  Island,"  by  the  Rev.  Crawford 
Nightingale  ;   "An  Account  of  the  Opening  of  the  Grave  of  the 
Rev.  William  Blackstone,  with  Some  Memoranda  of  His  Life," 
by  the  President  of  the  Society;   "Dedication  of  the  Goff  Me- 
morial Town  Hall,  in  Rehoboth,"  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Perry  ; 
"Some  Phases  of  Genealogical  Study,"  by  Mr.  John  O.  Austin. 

IX.  October  5 — At  a  quarterly   meeting,  "The  Life  and 
Public  Services  of  Thomas  Willett,  First  Mayor  of  New  York," 
by  Dr.   Charles   W.   Parsons;    "What  are  the  Willett  Papers 
and  Where  was  the  Home   of  Miantonorni?"   by   Miss   Esther 
Bern  on  Carpenter,  read  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

X.  November  2 — "The  Life  and  Services  of  the  Late  Hon. 
John  Russell  Bartlett,"  bv  the  President  of  the  Society. 
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XI.  November  16 — "The  Trial  of  the  Rhode  Island  Judges, 
An   Episode  Touching  Currency  and  Constitutional  Law,"  by 
the  Hon.  John  Winslow. 

XII.  November  30 — "The  Unpublished  Autobiography  of 
President  Increase   Mather,   of  Harvard  College,"  by  the  Hon. 
John  D.  Washburne. 


XIII. 


December  14 — "The  Legislation  of  the  Roman  Em- 


perors Respecting  the  Church,"  by  Mr.  Claudius  B.  Farnsworth. 
'XIV.      December  28 — "Sir  Henry  S.    Maine  on    the  Pros- 
pects of  Popular  Government,"  by  Professor   E.   B.  Andrews. 
Of  the  papers  thus  enumerated,  eighteen  were  prepared  by 
resident  members  of  the  Society  and  the  other  five  were  contribu- 
ted by  gentlemen  from  abroad,  who  have  greatly  obliged  us  by 
the  useful,  and  kindly  services  which  they  have  rendered  us. 

In  this  connection  I  may  remark  that  a  member  of  the  Society 
has  recently  examined  its  records  from  the  beginning  of  its  ex- 
istence, sixty-five  years  ago,  and  has  placed  in  my  hands  a  care- 
fully prepared  list  of  the  papers  which  have  been  read  at  its 
meetings,  both  public  and  private,  with  the  names  of  their  au- 
thors. The  papers  are  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  number  and  the 
authors  are  one  hundred  and  sixteen.  This  Cabinet  building  was 
erected  and  opened  with  public  exercises  in  1844,  and  in  1846, 
in  addition  to  communications  made  at  meetings  of  the  Society, 
it  was  decided  to  have  an  annual  address  delivered  every  winter 
by  some  member  appointed  for  the  purpose,  in  one  of  the  churches 
of  Providence,  at  which  the  members  of  both  houses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  should  be  invited  to  attend.  Indeed  two  of  them, 
I  think,  were  delivered  in  the  Representatives'  Chamber  of  the 
State  house.  These  occasions,  as  many  of  us  remember,  awak- 
ened a  great  deal  of  interest.  The  discourses  which  marked  them 
rank  high  among  the  best  literary  productions  of  the  State.  One 
of  them  I  recall  with  special  satisfaction  and  pride  as  preemi- 
nent over  all  the  others.  It  was  delivered  by  Chief  Justice 
Job  Durfee  in  the  First  Congregational  Church,  in  the  presence 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  on  the  evening  of  Janu- 
ary 13,  1847,  just  forty  years  ago.  The  subject  was  the  Rhode 
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Island  Idea  of  Government.  It  had  undoubtedly  been  sug- 
gested by  the  distractions  which  the  State  had  passed  through  a 
few  years  before,  and  which  the  Chief  Justice  had  watched  with 
the  utmost  anxiety  and  sorrow.  He  was  then  in  the  meridian  of 
his  rare  and  varied  powers,  and  the  theme  inspired  him,  perhaps, 
to  the  noblest  effort  of  his  life.  He  stood  forth  as  the  champion 
of  the  injured  and  afflicted  State  in  a  discourse  which  combined 
the  soundest  political  philosophy  with  a  glowing  eloquence  that 
captivated  all  who  listened  to  it.  Never  has  a  grander  discourse 
on  any  kindred  theme  been  delivered  to  an  assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  people. 

The  practice  of  having  annual  discourses  appears  to  have  been 
discontinued  after  1855,  probably  on  account  of  the  dfficulty  of 
procuring  speakers  for  occasions  so  conspicuous,  the  last  having 
been  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  B.  Hall.  From  this  time 
for  a  considerable  period  the  literary  exercises  of  the  Society 
consisted  only  of  voluntary  contributions  of  its  members,  made 
either  at  quarterly  or  at  special  meetings  called  for  the  purpose 
at  the  Cabinet  building.  Many  of  the  papers  thus  read  were  of 
historical  importance,  and  not  a  few  of  them  form  parts  of  valu- 
able works  which  have  been  published.  At  some  of  these  meet- 
ings, also,  the  public  were  invited  to  attend.  It  was  not,  however, 
till  about  1874  that  the  Society  adopted  its  present  arrangement 
of  having  special  public  meetings  at  the  Cabinet  building  every 
two  weeks  during  the  winter  months  for  the  reading  of  historical 
papers  on  subjects  alike  of  local  and  of  general  interest.  Since 
that  time  these  meetings  have  been  maintained  with  a  success 
which  does  credit  to  the  Society.  The  papers  thus  furnished 
every  winter  for  the  past  twelve  years  and  more,  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly useful,  not  only  for  the  information  which  they  have 
imparted,  but  also  for  the  interest  which  they  have  awakened  in 
the  community  concerning  the  studies  wrhich  we  are  engaged  in 
promoting.  The  only  drawback  attending  them  is  in  the  fact 
that  no  larger  number  of  our  own  members  have  engaged  in 
preparing  them. 
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I  have  adverted  to  these  statistics,  furnished  from  our  records, 
in  order  to  show  how  numerous  have  been  the  incentives  which 
this  Society  has  at  all  times  offered  to  its  members  to  do  histori- 
cal work,  and  also  the  occasions  which  it  has  continually  afforded 
them  to  bring  that  work  to  the  attention  of  the  public.  This  is 
no  unimportant  service  to  be  done  in  any  community,  especially 
hi  one  like  our  own,  where  the  ordinary  stimulus  to  literary  effort 
and  the  readiness  to  engage  in  it  are  both  exceedingly  small. 
It  has  always  been  the  habit — perhaps  the  necessity — of  the  town 
to  depend  on  persons  from  other  places  to  meet  whatever  de- 
mand there  might  be  for  any  higher  literary  sen  ice,  and  I  am 
happy  to  recall  the  fact  that  our  Society  has  at  all  times  had  for 
its  aim  the  encouragement  of  such  gifts  and  attainments  as  we 
have  found  at  home.  I  must  confess,  however,  to  a  feeling  of 
amazement,  as  well  as  of  regret,  that  so  few  of  our  educated  men 
have  responded  to  the  incentives  or  used  the  opportunities  which 
have  been  thus  afforded  them.  What  we  need  most  signally  as 
a  community  is  the  active  enlistment  of  the  largest  possible  num- 
ber of  our  educated  minds  in  the  service  of  the  public  good  and 
in  the  improvement  of  the  intellectual  tone  of  the  city.  It  is  time 
that  we  rise  above  this  intellectual  provincialism  which  blights 
us  and  prevents  a  full  and  fair  development  of  our  higher  capaci- 
ties as  a  people.  Many  things  we  do  as  well  as  they  can  be  done 
anywhere  else.  Professional  practice,  mechanic  arts,  industrial 
vocations  of  almost  every  kind,  find  here  accomplished  masters 
and  leaders.  How  is  it  that  the  same  can  scarcely  be  said  of 
scholarship  and  letters  ?  How  is  it  that  among  the  many  educa- 
ted men  of  the  city  and  the  State,  so  few  have  done  anything  in 
literature?  There  is  talent  enough,  there  are  resources  enough, 
I >nt  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  think  that  high  aspiration  is  still 
wanting  and  that  the  second  city  in  New  England  in  point  of 
population,  is  content  to  be  below  the  second  in  the  use  which 
its  educated  men  make  of  their  advantages. 

For  a  full  list  of  the  additions  of  books,  pamphlets  and  other 
jirticles  of  historical  interest,  I  refer  vou  to  the  statement  fur- 
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nished  by  the  Secretary  and  to  the  fuller  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  library.  I,  however,  make  mention  of  a  few  of  such  as 
have  been  brought  to  my  attention . 

I.  "The  Home  Lots  of  the  Early  Settlers  of  the  Providence 
Plantations,"  by  Charles  Wyman  Hopkins  ;    a  work   compiled 
with  great   industry   and   care  and   an  important  aid  in  settling 
questions  which   have   been   long  in  debate,  as  to  the  lots  first 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  founders  of  the  town. 

II.  "Advanced  Sheets  of  the  Census  of  Rhode  Island,"  by 
Amos  Perry.    This  is  designed  to  be  a  part  of  the  census  of  the 
State  now  in  preparation,  but  not  yet  completed.    It  presents  a 
general  view  of  the  geography  and   the   natural  features  of  the 
State,  its  divisions  into  counties,  the  origin  of  the  several  towns 
in  each  county,  and  the  conspicuous  facts  in  the  history  and  con- 
dition of  each.     The  work  embraces  115  pages  and  contains  a 
large  amount  of  statistical  and  historical  information. 

III.  "Footprints  of  Roger  Williams,"  by  Reuben  A.  Guild, 
which  contains   an   enquiry  as   to  the  date  and  the  place  of  the 
birth  of  the  founder  of  the  State. 

IV.  "Dedication  of  the    Soldiers   and  Sailors  Monument  in 
South  Kingstown,  in  June  1886,"  containing  addresses  by  the 
Hon.  Rowland  Hazard  and  Major  B.  B.  Hammond  ;   a  poem  and 
an   ode  by   the  Rev.  Frederic   Denison,  and  other  exercises   of 
the  occasion. 

V.  "Brief  History  of  the  Town  of  Gloucester,"  by  Mrs.  E. 
A.  Perry. 

VI.  "Documents  Illustrative  of  American    History,    1606— 
1863,  with  Introductions  and  References,"  by  Howard  W.  Pres- 
ton.  A  very  useful  compilation.    The  earliest  document  which  it 
contains  is  the  Charter  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  in  1606,  and 
the  latest   is   the   Proclamation   of  Emancipation  by  President 
Lincoln  in  1863.    The  intervening  documents  are  of  correspond- 
ing importance. 

VII.  "The  Anthony  Memorial ;   a  Catalogue  of  the  Harris 
Collection  of  American   Poetry,  with  Biographical  and   Biblio- 
graphical Notes,"  by  John  C.  Stockbridge. 
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This  volume  very  properly  finds  a  place  in  our  collection  of 
materials  for  Rhode  Island  History.  Some  of  the  works  whose 
titles  it  contains,  are  by  Rhode  Island  authors.  In  addition  to 
this  the  collection  of  American  poetry,  of  which  it  is  the  cata- 
logue, was  begun  by  the  late  Albert  C.  Greene,  a  former  Presi- 
dent of  this  Society.  It  subsequently  became  the  property  of 
our -late. associate,  Caleb  Fiske  Harris,  by  whom  it  was  largely 
increased,  and  finally  of  the  late  Hon.  Henry  B.  Anthony,  who 
made  many  additions  to  it,  and  bequeathed  it  to  Brown  Univer- 
sity. 

VIII.  "Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  J.  Lewis  Dimau,  Professor  of 
History  and  Political  Economy  in  Brown  University,  Compiled 
from  his  Letters,  Journals  and  Writings,  and  the  Recollections 
of  His  Friends."  by  Caroline  Hazard.   This  delightful  volume  is 
carefully   compiled   from  a  variety   of  materials,  with   excellent 
judgment  and  good  taste,  and  forms  a  very  interesting  and  grace- 
ful memorial  of  our  late  associate  and  friend. 

IX.  A   framed   Photograph   of  the  Governor  Bull   house  in 
Newport,  built  in    1639,  presented  by  Henry  Bull,  Esquire.  It 
is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  house  now  standing  in  the  State. 

I  have  also  received  for  the  Cabinet,  from  Mr.  Daniel  Berke- 
ley Updike,  photographic  views  of  Cocumscussuc,  or  ''Smith's 
Castle,"  at  Wickford,  built  on  the  site  and  largely  of  the  timbers 
of  the  house  erected  by  Richard  Smith  in  1639,  the  earliest 
English  house  in  the  Xarragansett  Country.  This  house  was  for 
several  generations  the  property  of  the  Updike  family. 

The  Society  has  received  invitations  to  be  represented  on  sev- 
eral public  occasions  of  historical  interest  in  other  States.  Among 
these  may  be  mentioned  :  1 ,  The  dedication  of  the  Goflf  Memo- 
rial Town  Hall  in  Rehoboth,  Mass.,  on  Mav  10,  1886,  which 
was  attended  by  Messrs.  Amos  Perry  and  Henry  T.  Beckwith. 
'2.  The  unveiling  of  a  monument  to  Columbus  in  Tower  Grove 
Park.  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Oct.  12  :  the  invitation  was  acknowl- 
edged but  no  representatives  were  sent.  3,  The  unveiling  of  the 
Bartholdi  Statue  ot  "Liberty  Enlightening  the  World,"  at  Bed- 
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loe's  Island,  near  New  York,  on  October  28,  which  Messrs. 
Beckwith,  Everett  and  Burdick  were  appointed  to  attend  in  be- 
half of  the  Society. 

In  our  own  State,  the  most  important  historical  event  of  the 
year  has  been  the  celebration  by  the  municipal  authorities  of  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Provi- 
dence. The  occasion  had  been  anticipated  with  extraordinary 
interest,  and  the  expectations  which  it  had  awakened,  I  think, 
were  fully  satisfied  by  the  manner  in  which  its  observance  was 
conducted.  It  was  carefully  prepared  by  a  special  committee  of 
the  City  Council,  who  invited  this  Society  to  name  some  of  its 
members  to  share  in  their  deliberations.  The  gentlemen  thus 
named  were  Messrs.  Hammond,  Rogers,  Walker,  Staples  and 
Southwick.  The  celebration  took  place  on  the  23d  and  24th  days 
of  June,  only  a  few  days  subsequent  to  the  death  of  the  Mayor, 
the  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  who  had  presided  over  the  City 
Government  for  nearly  eighteen  years.  It  was  extended  through 
two  entire  days,  and  all  its  arrangements  and  pageants  were 
suited  to  so  memorable  an  event.  I  may  add  that  its  effect 
was  greatly  aided  by  newspapers  of  the  city,  especially  by  the 
Providence  JOURNAL,  which  published  not  only  full  accounts  of 
the  celebration,  but  also  historical  sketches  of  prominent  events, 
of  important  institutions,  and  of  the  rise  and  growth  of  many 
leading  industrial  interests  of  the  city. 

On  the  first  day  religious,  musical  and  literary  exercises  were 
held  in  the  morning  in  the  First  Baptist  Meeting-house,  where 
nearly  all  the  high  solemnities  of  the  town  have  been  celebrated 
during  the  past  hundred  years.  In  the  afternoon  the  children  of 
the  public  schools  were  assembled  in  Roger  Williams  Park,  where 
they  sang  patriotic  songs  and  were  addressed  by  eminent  citizens 
selected  for  the  service.  The  evening  was  given  to  a  concert  in 
Infantry  Hall,  and  to  music  by  bands  in  some  of  the  public 
squares  and  parks.  The  second  day  was  a  day  of  processions  and 
pageants  civic,  military  and  industrial,  designed  to  set  forth  suc- 
cessive phases  of  the  growth  of  the  city,  and  the  manifold  trades 
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and  occupations  of  the  people,  while  the  evening  was  set  apart 
to  a  brilliant  display  of  fireworks  that  should  express  the  univer- 
sal joy  which  the  anniversary  had  awakened. 

But  it  is  what  was  spoken  on  this  historic  occasion  that  more 
especially  concerns  us  now.  The  orator  was  Chief  Justice  Durfee 
— the  second  of  that  name  and  title — the  distinguished  son  of  a 
distinguished  father,  both  of  whom  have  held  the  highest  judicial 
position  in  the  State,  and  both  of  whom  have  united  in  their 
own  characters  the  graces  of  the  scholar  with  the  integrity  of  the 
jurist.  The  discourse  which  he  delivered  was  filled  with  the  gen- 
uine spirit  of  Rhode  Island  history  and  fully  met  the  high  de- 
mands of  the  occasion.  It  set  forth  the  occurrences  which  in 
early  times  gave  rise  to  the  founding  of  Providence,  with  a  proper 
discrimination  between  what  is  important  and  what  is  incidental 
in  the  events  of  the  period,  and  thus  it  presented  the  character 
of  its  founder  in  a  just  and  well-drawn  portraiture  that  is  not 
likely  to  be  materially  changed  in  any  of  its  features.  It  traced 
the  influences  which  have  shaped  the  growth  and  formed  the  char- 
acter of  our  ancient  town  and  made  it  what  it  has  since  become. 
Xor  did  the  discriminating  orator  omit  to  mention  the  defects 
that  were  wrought  into  our  social  organization  or  to  urge  upon 
us  the  transcendent  importance  of  broader  views  and  higher  aims 
in  our  civil  affairs.  Our  position  as  a  city,  our  destiny  as  a  com- 
munity depends  not  on  what  our  fathers  did  long  ago — but  on 
what  we  do  now.  It  will  be  a  monumental  disgrace  if,  at  this 
late  period  in  its  history,  Providence,  so  beautiful  for  situation, 
so  abounding  in  natural  advantages  of  every  kind,  is  now  obliged 
to  surrender  the  advanced  position  which  she  has  begun  to  oc- 
cupy. Let  her  capitalists,  her  educated  professional  men,  her 
industrial  leaders,  her  whole  population  unite  in  urging  her  for- 
ward and  guiding  her  to  the  splendid  destiny  that  is  within  her 
reach. 

On  more  than  one  former  occasion  I  have  made  mention  of 
what  is  known  as  the  "Critical  and  Narrative  History  of  Amer- 
ica :"  a  work  which  I  regard  as  the  most  important  enterprise 
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ever  undertaken  for  setting  forth  is  their  connection  with  each 
other,  the  essential  facts  relating  to  the  discovery,  the  coloniza- 
tion and  the  growth  in  civilization  of  the  American  Continent. 
The  work  has  long  been  promised  and  even  partially  printed, 
but  its  publication  has  been  delayed  by  financial  embarrassments 
of  those  who  had  it  in  charge.  It  was  at  length  transferred  to 
the  well-known  publishing  house  of  Messrs.  Houghton,  Mifflin 
and  Co.,  and  within  the  past  eight  months,  the  second,  third  and 
fourth  of  its  eight  volumes  have  been  published.  The  first  is  to 
be  delayed  till  the  others  are  completed.  It  is,  as  you  are 
aware,  to  be  prepared  according  to  the  cooperative  method,  by 
many  different  writers  selected  on  'account  of  their  qualifications 
for  the  several  parts  which  they  undertake.  The  preparation  of 
the  whole  work  is  placed  under  the  editorial  control  of  Mr.  Jus- 
tin Winsor,  assisted  by  a  committee  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society.  When  completed  according  to  its  plan  it  will 
comprise  all  that  is  known  about  the  discovery  and  colonization 
of  every  part  of  this  western  world.  It  will  embrace  sketches  of 
its  diversified  physical  geography — of  the  different  degrees  of  its 
adaptation  to  the  wants  of  civilized  man — of  the  races  that  in- 
habited it  before  the  coming  of  Europeans — of  its  successive  set- 
tlements by  colonists  from  Europe — of  its  division  into  separate 
countries  and  nations — of  the  rise  and  progress  of  their  govern- 
ments— of  their  arts  and  sciences  and  of  all  that  enters  into  their 
diversified  civilizations. 

The  results  of  a  great  literary  undertaking  like  this  cannot 
fail  to  be  widely  felt.  It  will  place  the  continent  of  Amei'ica 
before  us  as  a  grand  historical  unit  of  which  we  are  a  part.  It  is 
one  of  our  eccentricities  as  a  people  that  we  have  taken  no  in- 
terest in  the  fortunes  of  our  nearest  neighbors,  and  that  we  know 
so  little  about  them.  We  and  they  alike  are  the  offspring  of 
Europe.  We  all  began  as  colonies,  dependent  on  mother  coun- 
tries beyond  the  Atlantic.  We  all  became  nations  only  by  pro- 
tracted and  bloody  struggles.  The  fact  that  our  own  independence 
was  the  earliest  to  be  secured,  that  it  has  alwavs  been  the  most 
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successfully  maintained  and  attended  with  the  most  commanding 
national  development,  has  naturally  assigned  to  us  the  position 
of  leadership — a  position  the  duties  of  which  we  have  wholly 
neglected  to  perform.  We  have  made  no  attempt  to  guide  or 
benefit  them  in  any  way.  We  have  simply  let  them  alone,  and 
this  we  have  done  greatly  to  our  own  disadvantage.  We  might 
have  conferred  great  benefits  on  them,  and  received  from  them 
corresponding  benefits  in  return.  With  the  single  exception 
of  Brazil,  they  are  all  republics  like  ourselves,  but  such  has 
been  our  attitude  towards  them  that  they  have  never  sought 
counsel  or  guidance  from  us.  They  were  from  the  beginning 
inferior  to  us  in  the  arts  and  industries  of  civilization  ;  they 
needed  our  products  and  the  lessons  of  our  experience,  while  we 
needed  their  markets  and  their  trade  and  their  international  good 
will.  They,  however,  have  received  nothing  from  us,  and  they 
have  given  us  nothing  in  return,  save  the  unequalled  indifference 
which  they  have  always  themselves  experienced.  It  is  true  that 
while  they  were  struggling  for  independence  Congress  passed 
some  resolutions  of  sympathy,  and  at  a  later  period  the  Govern- 
ment proclaimed  in  their  behalf  what  we  call  the  Monroe  Doc- 
trine. But  neither  of  these  was  sufficient  to  touch  the  hearts  of 
the  struggling  nations  of  the  South.  It  became  only  too  evident 
that  the  great  republic  of  the  North  regarded  them  only  as  her 
social  inferiors,  not  fit  to  be  her  associates  and  equals  in  the  in- 
tercourse of  nations.  But  what  is  still  more  remarkable,  though 
they  be  our  inferiors,  we  have  withheld  from  them  even  that 
Christian  Philanthropy  which  we  have  extended  to  the  remotest 
and  most  degraded  peoples  of  the  world.  We  have  sent  Christian 
missionaries  to  India  and  China,  to  the  most  distant  islands  of 
the  sea,  nay,  even  to  some  of  the  enlightened  nations  of  Europe, 
but,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  not  to  a  single  country  of  either 
North  or  South  America  beyond  our  own. 

It  is  certainly  quite  time  that  this  reciprocal  indifference — this 
deplorable  disregard  of  everything  that  constitutes  good  neigh- 
borhood and  promotes  good  will,  should  come  to  an  end  between 
us  and  the  other  American  nations.  We  shall  take  one  long; 
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stride  towards  such  an  end  when  we  begin  to  inform  ourselves 
concerning  the  nations  which  we  have  so  long  despised — whose 
trade  we  have  allowed  our  rivals  to  monopolize,  and  whose  na- 
tional interests  and  policy  are  now  largely  controlled  by  their 
trans- Atlantic  friends.  In  the  universal  history  of  the  world  the 
continent  of  Europe  stands  forth  as  a  unit,  because  its  several 
countries  have  an  origin  and  a  civilization  substantially  the  same. 
The  continent  of  America,  however,  presents  itself  in  no  such 
unity.  It  is  merely  a  geographical  name.  Though  its  people  are 
largely  of  European  descent  and  its  several  nations  have  govern- 
ments and  institutions  nearly  identical,  they  yet  have  nothing 
else  in  common  and  they  are  never  classed  together  in  any  of  the 
great  divisions  of  mankind.  The  first  step  towards  better  and 
more  advantageous  relations  must  be  a  fuller  acquaintance  on 
our  part  with  our  American  neighbors  and  a  practical  recogni- 
tion of  that  geographical  and  continental  and  international 
unity,  which  should  create  common  interests  among  all  Ameri- 
can nations. 

The  year  1887  brings  with  it  the  centennial  anniversary 
of  the  formation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States-^an 
anniversary  the  importance  of  which  transcends  that  of  every 
other  in  our  national  history,  for  it  relates  to  an  event  which 
has  given  permanence  and  security  to  everything  that  is  most 
valued  by  the  American  people.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
the  first  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  secure  its  observance. 
In  September  an  informal  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the 
original  thirteen  States  was  held  in  Philadelphia  at  which  it  was 
decided  to  request  the  Governors  of  all  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  to  appoint  each  a  commissioner  to  meet 
in  Philadelphia  on  the  second  day  of  December  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  anniversary.  The  day  selected  by  the 
Governors  for  the  celebration  was  the  seventeenth  of  September, 
the  day  on  which  the  Constitution  was  completed  and  signed  by 
its  frarners.  At  this  meeting  twenty-two  commissioners  were 
present,  and  Rhode  Island  was  represented  by  our  respected 
associate,  the  Hon.  Rowland  Hazard. 
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The  gathering  was  in  all  respects  worthy  of  the  subject  to  be 
considered,  and  the  spirit  that  was  manifested  was  such  as  was 
to  be  expected  from  representatives  from  every  part  of  the  vast 
domain  over  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  now 
guarantees  freedom  and  protection  to  the'  American  people.  It 
was  decided  that  those  in  attendance  should  constitute  the 
"Constitutional  Centennial  Commission,"  and  agreed  that  the 
anniversary  should  be  celebrated  at  Philadelphia  with  literary 
exercises  and  with  military  and  civic  processions,  and  that  the 
attendance  be  requested  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  and  of  Congress,  of  the  Justice* 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  the  Governors  of  all  the  States  and 
Territories,  and  the  Justices  of  their  Courts,  together  with  de- 
tachments of  troops  from  the  States  and  from  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  also  proposed  that  measures  be  taken  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  day  by  a  grand  • k  Arch  of  Com- 
memoration," to  be  erected  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  each  State 
and  Territory  be  requested  to  make  a  contribution  for  the 
purpose. 

In  such  a  celebration  as  this,  I  need  not  say,  no  State  will 
join  more  heartily  than  Rhode  Island.  That  she  bore  no  part 
in  framing  the  Constitution  and  that  she  was  the  last  of  the 
original  States  to  adopt  it,  are  facts  which  she  would  gladly  blot 
from  her  history  if  it  were  possible,  for  her  experience  under  it 
has  been  precisely  the  opposite  of  all  that  her  people  then 
apprehended.  In  the  place  of  oppression,  she  has  had  nothing 
but  protection  ;  in  the  place  of  humiliation,  she  has  secured  dig- 
nity and  importance  ;  instead  of  losing  any  of  the  rights  which 
she  had  secured  by  the  war  of  independence,  she  has  found  them 
to  be  strengthened  by  new  guarantees  and  protected  by  addi- 
tional muniments  ;  and  she  holds  her  place  among  the  States 
>econd  to  no  one  of  them  all  in  devotion  to  the  Constitution  which 
for  a  time  her  people  refused  to*  accept.  The  duties  it  imposes 
she  will  always  delight  to  perform,  and  on  the  guarantees  it 
affords  she  will  continue  to  depend  as  the  foundation  of  her  se- 
curity and  the  anchor  of  her  hopes. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING 
AND  GROUNDS. 


Providence,  January  1.1,  1H87. 
To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY: 

This  committee  reported   at   the   quarterly   meeting  in  July, 
1S86,   the   amount  expended   on  Building   and  Grounds  for  six 

months  ending  June  30th,  to  be  .          .          .  $225.64 

The  amount  paid  since  the  date  of  that  report  is  as 

follows  : 

Paid  to  Charles  Law,  repairing  gas  fixtures.       .          .          2.7~> 
Paid  to  F.  Coggeshall,  repairing  furnace  .          .          2.00 


Total  for  the  year  188«  .   $230.39 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mr.  James  Burdick,  one  of  our 
members,  for  the  gift  of  a  Spanish  Copper  Shade  and  brass 
standard  for  the  light  on  the  lecturer's  desk. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee 

on  Building  and  Grounds. 

ISAAC  H.  SOUTHWICK, 

Chairn/c/i . 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
LIBRARY. 


Providence,  January  11,   1887. 
To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  submit  their 
seventh  annual  Report. 

The  Hon.  Amos  Perry,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  has  been 
continued  in  the  office  of  librarian.  Library  hours  are  from  10 
A.  M.  to  1  P.  M.  ;  and  from  2^  to  5  P.  M.  Within  these  hours, 
the  rooms  are  regularly  open,  except  that  on  Saturday  the  li- 
brary is  not  open  after  1  P.  M.  The  number  of  visitors  increases 
from  year  to  year,  and  a  larger  proportion  come  for  purposes  of 
consultation  and  research,  as  compared  with  those  who  are  at- 
tracted by  mere  curiosity.  At  no  previous  anniversary  have  our 
books  and  pamphlets  been  so  easily  accessible  as  now. 

The  following  memorandum,  furnished  at  our  request  by  the 
librarian's  assistant,  Mr.  Sandford  B.  Smith,  shows  something 
of  the  work  done  during  the  year. 

I.  The  labor  of  labeling  and  numbering  the  shelves  and  pamphlet  cases  has 
been  completed.  The  books,  cases  and  shelves  have  all  been  cleaned,  —  the 
pamphlet  cases  re-arranged;  the  books  have  all  been  taken  to  the  ante-room( 
dusted,  and  the  numbers  verified. 

I  am  happy  to  state,  that  not  a  book  or  pamphlet  that  has  been  numbered  and 
catalogued  has  been  lost. 
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II.  More  than  half  the  time  during  the  year  has  been  occupied  in  cataloguing 
books  and  pamphlets;   principally  those  arranged  in  the  gallery.     A  large  pro- 
portion of  the  latter  belong  to  Section  No.  3;*  many  of  them   are  of  great  scien- 
tific and  historic  value. 

III.  Manuscript  papers,  &c.,  copied. 

(1)  Capt.  Stephen  Olney's  Account  of  that  part  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  in 
which  he  took  part,  from  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  1775,  to  the  surrender  of  the 
British  Army  at  York  Town,  1781.  62  410  pages. 

(2  /  Capt.  Christopher  Lippitt's  Auto-Biography  of  his  Life  and  Services. 

6  p.  410. 

(3)  Letter  on  Commerce ;   Addressed  to  Tristam  Burges.   By  Moses  Brown. 

24  p.  410. 

(4)  Materials  towards  the   History  of    Friends  in  New  England.     By  Moses 
Brown.  42  p.  4to. 

(5)  Census  of  Providence,  1790.     Copied  from  the  original  manuscript  belong- 
ing to  Charles  B.  Allen.  36  p.  f.  cap. 

(6)  Schedule  of  the  Whole  Number  of  Persons  in  the  District  of  Rhode  Island. 
1790.  4  p.  f.  cap. 

(7)  Size  Roll,  3d  Company,  in  the  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  September,  1782 

4  p.  f.  cap. 

IV.  Manuscript  volumes  that  have  been  indexed. 

(1)  Boundary  Line,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  .         .         .     1844 — 1851 

(2)  Esten  Papers 1664—1825 

(3)  Cook  Papers  .         .         .         Vol.  I.        .         .         .         .     1732—1811 

Vol.  II.      .         .         .         .  1775—1781 

(4)  Harris  Papers 1675—1716 

(5)  Whipple  Papers 1732—1791 

(6)  Hopkins  Papers     .         .         ,         Vol.  1.        ....  1776—1777 

Vol.  II 1728—1786 

Vol  III 1776—1778 

(7)  Backus  Papers        . 1638—1731 

(8)  Military  Papers      .         .         .         Vol.  1 1775—1781 

Vol.  II 1757—1780 

Vol.  Ill 1780—1787 

Vol.  IV 1778—1809 

(9)  Rice  Papers 1721—1813 

(10)  Deeds Vol.  I.        .         .         .         .     1744—1784 

Vol.  II 1784—1814 

(11)  Papers  Relating  to  Providence 1643—1793 


*Section  No.  1  includes  pamphlets  relating  to  Rhode  Island;   No.  2,  those  re- 
lating to  other  New  England  States;   No.  3,  relating  to  other  States  or  Countries. 
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The  Committee  have  received  from  the  sale  of  duplicates  the 
sum  of  $76.37.  They  have  expended  : 

For  books  and  magazines,  $36.26 

binding,  33.55 

stationery  and  printing,  8.95 

picture-frame,  1.50 

Total,  $80.26 

This  makes  a  balance  of  expenditure  over  receipts  of  $3.89, 
which  is  drawn  from  the  annual  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
dollars.  The  remainder  of  that  appropriation  is  undrawn. 

The  accessions  to  our  Library  and  Cabinet  have  numbered  as 
follows  : 

Bound  volumes,  390 

Pamphlets,  1,803 

Miscellaneous,  290 


Total,  2,483 

Among  the  books  received,  which  pertain  to  Rhode  Island, 
either  by  authorship  or  subject,  we  may  mention  a  few.  Mr. 
Howard  W.  Preston  of  Providence,  has  published  during  the 
year  a  very  useful  volume,  entitled  "Documents  Illustrative  of 
American  History."  Quoting  in  his  Preface  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Freeman,  that  "the  most  ingenious  and  most  eloquent  of  modern 
historical  discourses  can  after  all  be  nothing  more  than  a  com- 
ment on  a  text", — he  gives  us  the  text  of  thirty-two  important 
American  state-papers,  from  1606  to  1863,  or  from  the  first 
Virginia  Charter  to  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation, — colo- 
nial charters,  Plans  of  Union,  by  Penn  and  Franklin,  manifestos 
of  the  Revolutionary  period,  including  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, Articles  of  Confederation,  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  North  West  Ordinance,  and  documents  from  southern 
states  marking  the  steps  that  led  to  secession.  To  each  docu- 
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ment  is  prefixed  a  short  commentary,  with  references  for  further 
consultation.  We  regard  this  as  an  important  addition  to  the 
apparatus  for  the  convenient  study  of  American  political  history. 

Other  accessions  of  local  value  are,  the  Gazeteer  of  Connec- 
ticut and  Rhode  Island  (Hartford,  1819)  ;  town-histories  of 
Glocester,  by  Mrs.  Perry  ;  of  Richmond,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Irish  ; 
of  Westerly  and  Stonington,  by  the  Hon.  R.  A.  Wheeler; 
a  set,  not  quite  complete,  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Providence 
Gazette;  the  Rev,  Dr.  Stockbridge's  Catalogue  of  the  "Harris 
Collection"  of  American  Poetry,  with  notes  and  memoirs  of  the 
three  gentlemen,  all  members  of  this  society,  by  whom  the  col- 
lection was  made  and  given  to  Brown  University,  Greene, 
Harris  and  Anthony  ;  Memorials  of  Edwin  C.  Larned,  (five 
copies,)  and  of  Professor  George  I.  Chace ;  Guild's  "Foot- 
prints of  Roger  Williams ;"  a  paper  by  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Bodge 
on  the  Narragansett  fort-fight ;  a  Bible  printed  in  1724,  which 
belonged  to  the  De  Wolf  family  of  Bristol,  with  marginal  records 
of  family  events,  including  the  births  of  those  who  won  distinc- 
tion for  the  name  ;  genealogies  of  families  well-known  in  Rhode 
Island,  such  as,  Arnold,  Fenner,  Jenkins,  and  a  large  volume 
on  the  Howlands  in  America ;  several  pieces  of  Rhode  Island 
literature  not  of  special  historic  interest,  and  the  usual  abundance 
of  reports  and  pamphlets, 

In  the  department  of  topography  and  local  illustration  we 
have  received  some  important  accessions.  Among  these,  we 
must  first  name  the  very  handsome  monograph  of  Mr.  Charles 
Wyman  Hopkins,  entitled,  "The  Home  Lots  of  the  Early  Set- 
tlers of  the  Providence  Plantations."  Even  the  latest  authorities 
had  left  the  distribution  of  home-lots  in  the  original  settlement 
in  doubt.  Mr.  Dorr  says,  in  his  "Planting  and  Growth  of 
Providence," — "The  early  allotment  of  the  homesteads  has  be- 
come involved  in  obscurity  through  the  loss  of  the  early  docu- 
ments of  the  town."  This  obscurity,  Mr.  Hopkins  in  a  great 
degree  dispels,  mainly  by  the  aid  of  a  record  in  the  handwriting 
of  Roger  Williams,  dated  1660,  being  a  "List  of  Lands  and 
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Meadows,  as  they  were  originally  lotted."  He  gives  a  plan  of 
the  "town-street,"  with  the  names  of  the  first  proprietors  of  the 
home  lots,  fifty-two  in  number,  their  fronts  meeting  the  irregu- 
lar line  of  that  street,  and  extending  from  Dexter's  lane  (Olney 
street)  to  Mile-end  Cove.  Other  plans,  and  full  notes  make 
clear  the  relations  of  these  primeval  divisions  to  the  subsequent 
ownership  of  lands  and  course  of  streets,  and  illustrate  the  ge- 
nealogy of  many  families.  Photographs  of  original  documents 
enrich  the  volume.  We  have  added  to  our  library  two  copies  of 
Mr.  Hopkins'  work. 

Mr.  Edwin  Whitefield  of  Massachusetts  has  published  a  se- 
ries of  representations  of  old  buildings,  mostly  dwelling-houses, 
in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  from  drawings 
made  by  himself,  in  presence  of  the  objects.  The  work  is 
entitled  "The  Homes  of  our  Forefathers."  The  volume  on  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island  contains  about  fifty  views  of  houses 
in  the  former  State,  and  twenty-one  in  the  latter.  Among  them 
are  the  Bull  house  in  Newport,  said  to  have  been  built  in  1639, 
the  Fenner  "castle"  in  Johnston,  whose  chimney  has  lately  been 
leveled,  the  house  on  Abbott's  lane,  reputed  to  be  the  oldest  in 
Providence  ;  and  several  quaintly  picturesque  structures  in  Co- 
nanicut,  Bristol,  &c.  The  Roger  Williams  house  in  Salem  sur- 
prises us  by  its  size  and  stateliness. 

Mr.  Henry  Bull  of  Newport  has  presented  a  large  and  elegant 
photograph  of  the  Bull  house,  taken  before  recent  changes  in 
its  roof;  this  is  substantially  framed,  and  will  be  a  conspicuous 
ornament  of  our  walls. 

It  is  a  very  appropriate  aim  of  our  Society  to  collect  photo- 
graphs of  places  which  are  rapidly  changing,  or  have  undergone 
great  changes,  in  their  outward  aspect.  In  the  one  great  historic 
virtue  of  landscape  or  architectural  views, — accuracy  of  lines, — 
photography  excels  all  other  modes  of  graphic  representation  ; 
and  these  sun-copies  are  the  highest  authority  in  disputed  ques- 
tions of  topography.  We  have  received  a  view  of  Market  Square 
and  College  hill,  before  the  What  Cheer  building  was  erected 
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(and  hence  before  1850),  showing  the  old  Manufacturers'  Ho- 
tel and  its  overshadowing  horse-chestnut  tree,  awning-posts  on 
the  sidewalks,  and  several  buildings  that  have  now  disappeared. 

We  have  received  an  "autotype"  representation  of  the  Cove 
in  the  centre  of  Providence  as  it  appeared  in  1827,  and  till  about 
forty  years  ago,  the  water  extending  to  the  line  of  Canal  street 
and  to  the  foot  of  Steeple  street,  and  covering  the  present  ex- 
panse of  Exchange  Place.  "Snowtown"  appears  in  the  fore- 
ground. The  Cove  was  not  then  the  walled  ellipse  we  are  now 
familiar  with,  but  sent  its  irregular  prolongations  along  the 
lines  of  the  several  rivers  as  they  enter  and  leave  it.  An  en- 
graving in  Mr.  Hopkins'  monograph  exhibits  this  former  shape 
of  the  Cove  in  plan.  Such  views  are  potent  aids  to  the  imagina- 
tion, as  it  seeks  to  follow  the  canoe  of  Roger  Williams  on  its 
course  up  the  "Great  Salt  River"  to  the  mouth  of  the  Moosha- 
suck. 

Two  photographs  have  reached  us,  taken  from  an  engraving, 
which  exhibits  the  grounds  of  Brown  University,  with  no  build- 
ings but  University  Hall,  and  the  old  "President's  house," 
which  stood  within  the  college  Campus.  As  Hope  College  was 
erected  in  1822,  the  original  of  this  view  must  have  been  taken 
before  that  year.  There  appears  to  be  a  garden  near  the  fore- 
ground;  this  may  be  the  "botanic  garden,"  whose  precise 
situation  it  has  been  difficult  to  fix.  We  possess  several  later 
delineations  of  the  college  grounds  and  buildings,  showing  the 
successive  changes  in  these,  and  in  the  streets  that  environ  them. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  town  of  East  Providence  are  the 
graves  of  Thomas  Willett  and  his  wife.  He  was  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Plymouth  Colony,  one  of  the  founders  of  Swansey, 
and  the  first  Mayor  of  New  York.  These  graves  have  been 
often  visited ,  and  their  inscriptions  copied ;  but  we  are  not 
aware  that  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  reproduce  the  inscrip- 
tions by  tracing  from  the  stones  till  now.  They  are  rudely  cut ; 
in  each  case  continued  from  headstone  to  footstone ;  and  the 
fac  similes  well  exhibit  the  size  and  character  of  the  lettering. 
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[Since  this  report  was  prepared,  but  previously  to  the  annual 
meeting,  the  valuable  gift  of  four  photographic  views  of  "Co- 
<5umscussuc,  or  Smith's  Castle  at  Wickford,"  framed  together, 
was  received  from  one  of  our  members,  Mr.  Daniel  Berkeley 
Updike.  Suitable  notice  of  it  must  be  reserved  till  a  later  report.] 

From  Mr.  Pardon  Fenner  Brown  and  wife,  of  Manton,  we 
have  received  a  valuable  collection  of  manuscripts,  which,  under 
the  intelligent  care  of  our  associate,  the  Rev.  James  Pierce  Root, 
have  been  arranged  and  mounted  in  a  large  volume,  with  the 
title  of  the  "Fenner  Papers."  Mr.  Root  has  kindly  furnished 
us  the  following  account  of  these  documents  : 

"The  oldest  paper  in  this  collection  is  dated  Jan.  30,  1611. 
It  is  a  kind  of  warrant  served  upon  one  William  Baker,  [or 
Faber]  of  Ashfold  (probably  Ashford,  in  Co.  Kent,  England), 
by  Sir  Thos.  Bishop,  collector,  and  is  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
reigning  King  (J&mes  I.),  by  Ira  Myers.  Although  couched 
in  very  loving  language,  it  is  in  effect  a  demand  for  a  loan  of 
£10.  issued  probably  by  the  King's  ministry,  who  were  con- 
stantly devising  such  means  as  forced  loans,  monopolies,  etc., 
for  raising  money,  ofttimes  using  means  that  were  illegal.  The 
privy  seal -stamp,  once  attached  to  the  paper,  has  been  removed. 
This  document  was  folded  in  a  parchment  cover  still  preserved. 

The  most  valuable  paper  in  the  collection  is  the  original  will 
of  William  Fenner,  one  of  the  brothers  of  Capt.  Arthur  Fenner. 
He  lived  part  of  the  time  in  Providence  and  was  at  another  pe- 
riod a  resident  of  Connecticut.  The  will  is  dated  30  Aug.  1680, 
and  was  probated  in  Newport,  where  probably  he  died,  but  the 
copy  of  it  was  destroyed  in  the  general  ruin  that  came  to  the  New- 
port records  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  was  also  offered  to 
the  Providence  town  council  by  his  brother  Arthur,  but  no  copy 
seems  to  have  been  transcribed  in  the  council  books.  By  this 
will  we  find  the  names  of  the  two  sisters  of  the  three  brothers, 
and  also  a  son  of  Capt.  Arthur  is  mentioned,  whose  name  had 
not  previously  come  do\vn  to  us. 

Memoranda  of  the  different  sections  of  land  laid  out  to  Major 
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Thomas  Fenner,  son  of  Capt.  Arthur,  by  the  town,  or  bought 
by  him,  with  maps  of  the  property  held  in  the  family,  are  of 
historic  value.  Some  of  the  ancient  deeds  are  in  good  preser- 
vation. Inventories  and  papers  relating  to  the  settlement  of 
estates,  copies  of  wills,  and  other  legal  documents,  with  muster 
rolls  and  bills  of  merchandise,  present  a  great  variety  of  inter- 
esting material.  The  various  appointments  of  Thomas  Fenner 
and  some  of  his  descendants  to  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
or  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  or  to  'military  office,  are 
signed  by  various  governors,  as  Cranston,  Greene,  S.  Hopkins, 
Wm.  Wanton,  John  Wanton,  Joseph  Jenks  and  Arthur  Fen- 
ner. 

A  curious  paper,  somewhat  mutilated,  is  one  probably  written 
by  William  Harris  on  the  vexed  question  of  "up  stream  without 
limits,"  fortifying  that  idea  by  quotations  from  Scripture,  as 
where  Abraham  is  told  to  "look  northward  and  southward  and 
all  the  land  that  thou  seest  I  will  give  thee."  It  closes  with  a 
sharp  criticism  upon  Roger  Williams." 

Mr.  Drowne  has  sent  us  the  fac  simile  of  a  deed  of  William 
Arnold  to  his  son  Benedict,  dated  in  the  year  1643. 

Passing  beyond  these  local  subjects,  we  will  name  some  of  the 
additions  in  broader  fields.  In  biography,  an  interesting  acces- 
sion is  the  Life  of  John  Carpenter,  town  clerk  of  London,  in 
the  XV.  century,  and  founder  of  the  City  of  London  School, 
who  was  ancestor  of  William  Carpenter  of  Providence,  and 
whose  memoir  reaches-  us  through  the  kind  suggestion  of  Miss 
Esther  Bernon  Carpenter.  It  was  published  in  London,  1856. 
Add  to  this  the  last  volume  of  the  Life  and  Letters  of  Gov. 
Thomas  Hutchinson  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Coffin  Amory's  Life  of  Sir 
Isaac  Coffin  ;  and  memoirs  of  the  explorer  Champlain,  of  John 
Richardson,  a  Friend  (1807),  of  the  bibliographer  Joseph  Green 
Cogswell,  of  George  W.  Whistler  the  engineer,  of  the  late  Ste- 
phen Salisbury  of  Worcester,  by  our  friend  the  Hon.  John 
Davis  Washburn,  of  the  late  Dr.  John  William  Draper  of  New 
York  and  others. 
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Of  town  histories  outside  of  Rhode  Island,  we  have  added 
Bassett's  Richmond,  N.  EL,  Marvin's  "Worcester  in  the  Re- 
bellion," and  Blake's  Rutland,  Mass.,  Pendleton's  notice  of 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hatfield's  of  Elizabeth, 
N.  J. 

A  sumptuous  volume  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Craufords, 
especially  the  descendants  of  John  Craufofd  of  Virginia,  bears 
the  title  of  "Laurus  Craufurdiana,"  and  is  printed  for  private 
distribution.  Several  genealogies  of  families  have  come  to 
hand,  besides  those  named  as  pertaining  to  Rhode  Island  :  Dana, 
Dearborn,  Hall,  Sands,  Weeks,  Williams  and  others. 

By  purchase  from  the  Munsells  of  Albany,  we  have  procured 
a  work  entitled  "America  Heraldica,"  which  beautifully  repre- 
sents in  colors  about  two  hundred  coats-of-arms  and  crests 
brought  over  from  Europe  by  families  arriving  betweeen  1600 
and  1800. 

From  the  same  source,  we  have  obtained  the  Journal  of  Cap- 
tain Pausch,  chief  of  Hanau  Artillery  in  the  Burgoyne  cam- 
paign ;  translated  and  annotated  by  William  L.  Stone,  with  an 
Introduction  by  Edward  J.  Lowell,  who  has  made  a  special  study 
of  the  part  taken  by  German  troops  in  the  War  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  who  discovered  the  manuscript  in  the  State  Library  at 
Cassel.  It  abounds  in  graphic  description  ;  the  volume  is  hand- 
somely made  up,  is  adorned  by  a  finely  engraved  likeness  of 
Madam  Riedesel,  and  appropriately  dedicated  to  General  Hora- 
tio Rogers,  who  is  a  recognized  authority  on  the  subject  of  the 
Burgoyne  expedition. 

From  the  authors,  we  have  received  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Holmes'  work  on  the  Baconian  authorship  of  Shakespere's  Plays 
(new  edition  in  two  vols.),  and  the  Life  of  Giovanni  Dupre, 
an  Italian  artist,  by  our  former  townsman,  Professor  Henry  S. 
Frieze.  We  have  received  by  gift  an  interesting  monograph  by 
the  late  Dr.  Warren,  on  the  Great  Elm  of  Boston  Common, 
with  a  good  impression  of  Bonner's  map  of  Boston,  1722. 

Among  the  generous  donors  of  pamphlets  and  miscellaneous 
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articles  may  be  named, — besides  our  habitual  friends,  the  late 
Mr.  Bartlett,  Bishop  Clark,  Mr.  H.  T.  Beckwith,  and  Judge 
Carpenter, — Mrs.  Shepard,  Mr.  Samuel  Dunster  of  Attleboro, 
Mr.  David  E.  Paul  of  Johnston,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  of 
Boston. 

The  special  interest  awakened  during  the  last  few  years  in 
the  story  of  the  Huguenots,  has  brought  to  light  many  memori- 
als of  their  life  in  exile.  We  have  received  from  the  Rev. 
Henry  A.  Miles  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  through  the  hands  of  our 
President,  two  rare  and  curious  relics  of  the  French  Protestants 
in  New  England.  One  is  a  printed  sermon  preached  at  Boston 
in  1689,  before  the  French  congregation  there,  which  had  then 
no  minister  and  no  building  of  its  own  for  worship.  The  sermon 
was  written  in  French,  by  the  Rev.  Ezechiel  Carre,  "formerly 
Minister  of  Rochechalais  in  France,  now  Minister  of  the  French 
Colony  in  Narragansett."  It  was  translated  into  English,  by 
Nehemiah  Walter,  who  succeeded  John  Eliot  in  the  ministry 
at  Roxbury,  and  who  was  so  well  versed  in  French  that  he 
sometimes  preached  to  the  little  band  in  their  own  tongue.  The 
prefatory  "Advertisement"  says,  "The  author  being  obliged  to 
bestow  some  part  of  his  Ministry  on  the  French  Church  of  Bos- 
ton, until  it  should  please  God  to  provide  for  it,  he  was  much 
surprized  to  observe  that  for  many  Sabbaths  this  Church  con- 
trary to  its  custome  extremely  neglected  Alms  toward  the  Poor, 
which  our  Discipline  recommends  at  the  conclusion  of  each  Ex- 
ercise :  this  made  him  take  a  resolution  to  Treat  of  this  Subject, 
which  he  has  done  in  this  Sermon.  The  Church  seemed  to  be 
moved  therewith,  and  some  particular  persons  requested  the 
Author  to  give  it  them  to  publish,  which  one  of  them  now 
does."  Then  follow  a  Dedication  to  "Mr.  John  Pastre,  French 
Merchant,  Refugee  in  Boston,"  who  seems  to  have  borne  the 
expense  of  printing,  and  a  very  characteristic  "Prefatory  Re- 
commendation" by  Cotton  Mather.  The  sermon  is  founded  on 
the  story  of  "The  charitable  Samaritan  ;"  perhaps  with  a  covert 
allusion  to  the  fate  of  the  Huguenots,  receiving  from  alien  hands 
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the  kindness  denied  them  by  priest  and  ruler  in  their  native  land. 
This  rare  tract  is  mentioned  in  Judge  Potter's  "French  Settle- 
ments in  Rhode  Island"  (page  25,  note).  A  copy  passed  from 
the  Brinley  sale  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  Ours  has  been 
beautifully  mounted  on  large  paper,  by  the  skilful  hand  of  our 
associate,  Mr.  Albert  V.  Jencks,  and  substantially  bound. 

About  seven  years  after  the  delivery  of  this  sermon,  the 
French  church  in  Boston  procured  a  settled  minister,  named 
Pierre  Daille.  In  1715,  he  died,  and  the  Rev.  Andrew  Le  Mer- 
cier,  a  young  man  lately  come  from  Europe  succeeded  him. 
With  the  printed  sermon  just  described,  we  received  a  manu- 
script discourse  in  French,  preached  in  Boston  on  Christmas  in 
the  year  of  Le  Mercier's  arrival.  From  comparison  with  fac 
similes  and  descriptions,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  this 
manuscript  is  in  his  handwriting.  He  was  the  last  minister  of 
this  church,  which  gradually  dwindled. 

Several  recent  addresses  and  pamphlets  relating  to  the  Hugue- 
nots have  come  to  hand.  The  papers  of  the  Huguenot  Society 
in  New  York  have  been  received  in  exchange  for  ours. 

Our  ever  vigilant  friend,  Mr.  Henry  Thayer  Drowne  of  New 
York  has  presented  a  print  of  Savage's  Washington,  accom- 
panied by  the  following  memorandum,  with  which  we  close  this 
report. 

"Edward  Savage,  Painter  and  Engraver,  in  the  Mezzotinto  and  Stipple  style,  was 
born  at  Princeton,  Mass.,  in  the  year  1761.  He  offered  to  execute  a  Portrait  of 
Washington,  as  a  gift  to  Harvard  College,  to  be  placed  in  the  Philosophy  Cham- 
ber, and  the  President  U.  S.  A.,  at  the  request  of  that  Institution,  sat  to  him  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  three  times,  as  appears  by  the  entries  in  his  diary :  "Monday 
2  ist  (Deer  1789)  Sat  from  10  to  I  o'clock  for  a  Mr.  Savage  to  draw  my  Portrait 
for  the  University  of  Cambridge,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  request  of 
the  President  and  Governors  of  the  said  University."  "Monday  a8th  Sat  all  the 
forenoon  for  Mr.  Savage,  who  was  taking  my  portrait."  "Wednesday  6th  (Jany 
1790)  Sat  from  half  after  8  o'clock  till  10  for  the  portrait  painter,  Mr.  Savage,  to 
finish  the  picture  of  me  which  he  had  begun  for  the  University  of  Cambridge." 

This  portrait,  afterwards  engraved  by  the  artist  himself  in  the  Stipple  manner, 
is  still  preserved  in  the  collection  of  the  college,  and  is  described  in  the  Catalogue 
as  follows:  "No.  4,  George  Washington,  b.  1732,  d.  1799 — LL.D.,  1776.  Artist, 


36  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

Edward  Savage,  1790 — Donor,  Edward  Savage,  1792.  Presdt.  United  States,  1789 
-1797.  First  LL.D.  of  Harvard  College." 

The  record  of  that  Institution,  August  30,  1791,  reads :  "Voted,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  Corporation  be  given  to  Mr.  Edward  Savage,  for  his  polite  and  generous 
attention  to  this  University,  in  painting  a  portrait  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  taken  by  him  from  the  life;  and  that  Mr.  Savage's  brother,  be  requested 
to  transmit  to  him  this  vote." 

Mr.  Savage  went  abroad  the  following  year,  and  studied  for  a  time  in  London, 
under  Benjamin  West,  and  afterwards  visited  Italy.  He  subsequently  practiced  at 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.  He  died  at  his  native  place  in  July,  1817.  The  first 
Engraving  of  the  Picture  was  "Published  Feb.  7,  1792,  by  E.  Savage,  No.  29 
Charles  Street,  Middx.  Hospital." 

"The  portrait  of  Washington,  as  given  in  the  prints,  possesses  an  air  of  truth- 
fulness and  individuality  which  wai  rants  the  assertion,  that  the  artist  was  faithful 
to  his  original,  and  in  sympathy  with  a  character  whose  dignity  he  felt,  so  far  as 
was  in  his  power,  must  be  preserved." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  W.  PARSONS, 
WM.  B.  WEEDEN, 
STEPHEN  H.  ARNOLD, 

Committee  on  the  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
PUBLICATIONS. 


Providence,  January  3,   1887. 

To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

The  Committee  on  Publications  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  caused  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  to  be  printed  and  that 
the  copies  have  been  distributed  as  usual.  The  Committee  have 
considered  that  in  the  present  condition  of  the  funds  it  is  not 
expedient  to  commence  on  any  other  enterprise  of  publication. 

G.  M.  CARPENTER, 

for  the  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  REV.  MR.  PORTER. 

Pawtucket,  January  11,   1887. 

To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

A  year  ago  we  announced  officially  to  this  Society  that  Paw- 
tucket  was  a  city.  After  a  year  of  municipal  existence,  we  are 
glad  to  report  that  we  are  still  a  city,  and  are  well  satisfied  with 
our  progress  and  present  condition.  But  with  regard  to  our 
relation  with  the  Historical  Society,  we  are  not  satisfied.  Your 
Procurator  speaks,  he  is  sure,  for  a  large  number  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  when  he  states  that  there  ought  to  be  a  branch  of  this 
Society  organized  in  Pawtucket,  to  create  a  local  and  a  general 
interest  in  historical  matters  connected  with  the  town  and  with 
the  State.  He  would  suggest  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  visit  Pawtucket  some  evening,  and  present  the  objects  and 
methods  of  this  Society  and  take  the  first  steps  toward  such  an 
organization.  The  beginning  would  be  to  secure  an  evening 
when  the  Business  Men's  Association  would  open  their  rooms 
and  furnish  among  themselves  and  invited  friends  an  appreci- 
ative audience,  for  such  addresses  as  would  be  made  by  repre- 
sentative men  of  this  Society.  At  that  meeting,  or  growing 
out  of  it,  would  come  what  would  serve  our  interests  most  bene- 
ficially. In  Pawtucket  we  have  been  too  busy  making  history, 
increasing  our  population,  enlarging  our  industrial  agencies,  to 
have  much  time  for  even  a  survey  of  our  past  life,  to  say  nothing 
of  a  deeper  and  more  studious  investigation  into  the  annals  of 
a  hundred  years  ago. 

Your  Procurator  makes  this  as  his  most  important  and  sug- 
gestive, and  possibly  most  fruitful  contribution  from  Pawtucket 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Society. 

E.  H.  PORTER, 

Procurator. 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  ARNOLD. 

Hamilton,   January  11,   1887. 

To  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  : 

As  one  of  your  Procurators  for  the  southern  part  of  our  State 
we  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  kept  constantly  in  mind  the 
object  of  our  appointment,  and  have  impressed  upon  the  minds 
of  those  with  whom  we  have  come  in  contact  the  importance  of 
preserving  old  papers,  pamphlets  and  other  relics  of  antiquity. 
To  those  persons  into  whose  possession  many  articles  come  that 
are  valueless  to  them  but  to  the  historian  and  antiquarian  would 
be  of  inestimable  value,  to  these  we  urge  that  nothing  should 
be  destroyed  in  this  line  until  it  had  first  passed  under  the  eye 
of  an  experienced  historian  and  scholar.  If  we  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  much  for  your  Cabinet,  we  flatter  ourselves  we 
have  been  the  means  of  stopping  destruction  of  several  private 
manuscript  collections. 

In  conclusion  we  would  urge  that  a  small  pamphlet  giving 
the  needs  of  the  Society  in  this  department  would  be  of  much 
value  in  the  future  procuration  of  many  valuable  papers  and 
manuscripts. 

Respectfully, 

JAS.  N.  ARNOLD. 
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GENERAL  FUND. 

Richmond  P.  Everett,    Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

DR. 
1886. 
Jan.   12.     To  cash  on  hand          ......  01 

1887. 
Jan.   II.         Taxes  from  227  members    .....       681  oo 

Taxes  overdue  from  4  members     .  .          '   .  .         12  oo 

Fees  from  admission  from   14  members     .  .  70  oo 

Library  Committee  .  .  .  .  76  37 

Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings  from 

Life  Membership  Fund    .  .  .  .  .         44  04 


42 
CR. 

1887. 
Jan.   ii.     Kellogg   Printing  Company  for  publishing  proceedings 

of  1885-86             ......  $126  oo 

Fuel,  Gas  and  Janitor              .             .     '        .            . .             .  235  83 

Building  and  Grounds               .....  230  39 

Postages,  meetings  and  express           .             .             .             .  198  95 

Library  Committee       .             .             .             .             .             .  80  26 

Cash  on  hand               .             .             .             .             .             .  1 1  99 


42 
Jan.  8,   1887.     There  is  deposited  in  the  Rhode  Island 

Hospital  Trust  Co.  .  .  .  .  .       $11   99 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  8,  1887. 

We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

JOHN  P.  WALKER, 
LEWIS  J.  CHACE, 
EDWIN  BARROWS, 

Audit  Committee. 
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LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND. 


Richmond  P.  Everett,    Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 


DR. 
1886. 

Jan.  12.     To  cash  on  hand    ... 
March   29.     John  W.  Danielson,   for  membership 
July  21.         Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings  for 

January  and  July,   1886 

July  15.         Interest  from    Mechanics  Savings  Bank   for  January 
and  July,   1886 


CK. 


1886. 


Aug.  28.     Interest    from    Providence    Institution  for  Savings  for 

January  and  July,   1886 
1887. 
Jan.   1 1 .     Cash  on  hand         ..... 


Jan.  8,   1887.     There  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  In- 
stitution for  Savings      .... 
In  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank   . 


$1,292  40 
50  oo 

44  04 
8  62 

#i,395  °6 


$44  04 

1,351  02 

$1,395  °6 


,090  90 

260    12 

,35'  °2 


RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 


Providence,  January  8,   1887. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

JOHN  P.  WALKER, 
LEWIS  J.  CHACE, 
EDWIN  BARROWS, 

Audit  Committee. 
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PUBLICATION  FUND. 


Richmond  P.  Everett,    Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

DR. 

1886. 
Jan.  12.  To  cash  on  hand  .     .  .     .    $166  39 

1887. 

Jan.   1 1 .         Books  sold  by  H.  Gregory         .  .  .  .  22  25 

Books  sold  to  members  .  .  .  10  oo 

Interest    .  .  7  10 


$205  74 
CR. 
1887. 
Jan.   ii.     Cash  on  hand          ......          $205  74 

Jan.  8,   1887.     There  is  deposited   in  the  Rhode   Island 

Hospital  Trust  Co.  ...          $205  74 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  8,  1887. 

We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

JOHN  P.  WALKER, 
LEWIS  J.  CHACE, 
EDWIN  BARROWS, 

Audit  Committee. 
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TOWN-NAMES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


BY  CHARLES  W.  PARSONS,  M.  D. 


The  papers  of  Messrs.  Dexter  and  Trumbull  on  town-names 
in  Connecticut,  and  of  Mr.  William  H.  Whitmore  on  those  in 
Massachusetts,  show  that  such  a  study  may  be  made  to  yield 
interesting  historical  lessons.  The  material  in  our  small  State 
is  much  less  ample  ;  it  affords  less  opportunity  for  generaliza- 
tion ;  yet  it  may  perhaps  be  not  wholly  uninstructive. 

Two  remarks  of  negative  character  may  help  to  clear  the 
ground.  First — Among  the  corporate  names  of  towns  and  cities 
in  Rhode  Island,  there  are  none  of  either  scriptural  or  classical 
origin  ;  no  Salem  or  Rehoboth,  no  Rome  nor  Pompey.  The  curi- 
ous affectation,  which  dotted  central  New  York  with  names  from 
the  classical  dictionary,  never  prevailed  here.  Our  early  colo- 
nists made  less  account  of  Jewish  examples  in  their  civil  polity  ; 
they  were  less  brought  up  on  an  Old  Testament  diet,  than  their 
nearest  neighbors.  Still,  there  were  only  three  names  of  bibli- 
cal origin  in  the  colonial  period,  in  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth 
(Salem,  Rehoboth  and  Sharon). 

The  first  town-name  in  Rhode  Island,  though  not  biblical, 
was  a  memorial  of  pious  gratitude  and  trust.  Williams  derives 
it  from  the  many  "PROVIDENCES  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Only 
Wise,"  connected  with  his  flight  from  Salem.  The  name  ap- 
pears to  have  been  original  with  him  ;  Providence  in  the  Baha- 
mas was  not  named  till  1667. 

Secondly — Until  a  very  recent  time,  only  one  town  in  Rhode 
Island  had  a  name  of  Indian  origin,  and  that  was  borrowed  at 
second  hand.  This  was  the  more  remarkable  because  so  many 
villages  and  natural  features  had  Indian  names.  My  father  col- 
lected more  than  300  such  titles.  The  only  early  town-name 
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in  the  State  of  probable  Indian  derivation,  was  Scituate  ;  and 
this  came  from  Scituate  in  Plymouth  county,  Mass.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1730-31,  the  "outlands  of  the  Town  of  Providence"  were 
set  off  and  incorporated  into  three  towns.  One  of  these  was 
called  SCITUATE,  on  account  of  a  recent  emigration  of  fami- 
lies from  the  Massachusetts  Scituate.*  This  emigration  is 
assigned  by  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Beaman  to  the  year  1710.  The 
other  towns  then  set  off  were  Smithfield  and  Glocester. 

PAWTUCKET  and  WOONSOCKET  were  the  names  of 
large  centres  of  population,  without  corporate  individuality,  in 
R.  I.,  till  Pawtucket  was  incorporated  in  1862,  and  Woonsocket 
in  1867.  These  make  in  all  three  names  of  Indian  origin. 

Several  towns  have  names  derived  from  PERSONS;  and  I 
will  consider  these  mainly  in  the  order  of  their  incorporation. 

WARWICK.  First  settled,  under  the  Indian  name  of  Sha- 
womet,  in  1642—3.  The  Charter  of  "Incorporation  of  Provi- 
dence Plantations  in  the  Narragansett  Bay  in  New  England," 
dated  in  March,  1643—4,  was  officially  signed  by  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  who  held  the  appointment  of  " Governor-in-Chief  and 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  Colonies,"  under  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment. The  Earl  also  befriended  Gorton,  and  gave  him  a  letter 
which  ensured  his  safe  return  through  Boston,  on  his  way  from 
England.  When,  in  1647,  the  colony  was  organized  under  this 
Charter  which  the  Earl  had  been  instrumental  in  obtaining, 
Warwick,  though  not  named  in  this  Charter,  took  its  place  with 
the  three  towns  that  were  so  named,  and  adopted  the  title  of 
Warwick,  in  compliment  to  the  Earl. 

JAMESTOWN  (including  the  island  of  Quononoquott)  was 
incorporated  in  Nov.,  1678,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  Duke 
of  York  and  Albany,  who  in  1685  succeeded  his  brother  Charles 
under  the  title  of  James  II.  His  various  titles  re-appear  in 
American  geography,  from  Dukes  county,  Mass,  (which  includes 
Martha's  Vineyard) ,  to  the  city  and  State  of  New  York,  and 


*  Originally  written  SATUIT. 
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the  capital  of  that  State,  Albany.  All  these  names  represent 
his  claims  to  ownership,  founded  on  a  patent  given  by  his  brother 
Charles  II.,  in  March,  1664,  and  followed  by  the  transforma- 
tion  of  New  Amsterdam  into  New  York. 

In  August,  1738,  CHARLESTOWN  was  set  apart  from 
Westerly.  It  was  named,  perhaps,  in  compliment  to  King  Charles 
and  his  charter.  But  Charles  had  been  dead  53  years  ;  and  the 
name  may  have  been  an  expression  of  attachment  to  the  claims 
of  the  Pretender,  Charles  Edward.  The  Stuart  kings  make  a 
sorry  figure  in  English  history  ;  yet  they  have  impressed  their 
names  very  extensively  on  the  geographical  nomenclature  of  this 
country,  from  New  England  to  Carolina.  The  reason  is,  that  the 
time  between  their  accession  in  the  person  of  James  I.  and  their 
inglorious  exit  was  eminently  the  period  of  Anglo-American 
colonization. 

In  January,  1746—7,  five  towns  along  our  eastern  boundary 
were  transferred  from  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to 
that  of  Rhode  Island.  The  names  of  two  of  these  commemor- 
ate historic  characters. 

CUMBERLAND  was  previously  known  as  Attleboro'  Gore, 
being  a  triangular  portion  of  the  town  of  Attleboro,  in  Bristol 
county,  Mass.  It  is  understood  to  have  been  named  in  honor  of 
Prince  William,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  a  year  or  two  before  by  his  successful  and  bloody  sup- 
pression of  the  Scotch  rebellion  in  behalf  of  the  Pretender.  In 
this  service  he  showed  great  military  talent,  young  though  he 
was ;  he  won  the  victory  of  Culloden  when  barely  25  years  old 
(16  April,  1746). 

WARREN,  incorporated  at  the  same  time,  took  its  name 
from  Sir  Peter  (afterward  Admiral)  Warren,  commander  of  the 
English  fleet  that  cooperated  with  Sir  William  Pepperrell  in  the 
reduction  of  the  French  stronghold  of  Louisburg,  in  1745.  That 
achievement  was  fresh  in  people's  minds  when  this  transfer  of 
territory  to  R.  I.,  was  made.  Sir  Peter  had  other  connections 
with  the  colonies;  he  married  a  Miss  DeLancy  of  New  York, 
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and  owned  large  estates  in  the  Mohawk  valley  ;  his  nephew, 
who  came  over  from  Ireland  to  serve  as  his  agent,  became  fa- 
mous under  the  name  of  Sir  Wm.  Johnson. 

HARRINGTON  was  set  off  from  Swanzey,  Mass.,  in  1717. 
It  held  its  separate  existence  till  1747,  when  it  was  merged  with 
a  part  of  Rehoboth  and  Swanzey  into  a  new  township  called 
Warren,  of  which  we  have  just  spoken,  and  with  it  was  annexed 
to  R.  I.  In  1770,  on  a  petition  from  the  freemen  of  that  part 
of  Warren  which  was  originally  Barrington,  they  were  set  apart, 
and  Barrington  became  once  more  a  corporate  town,  this  time 
belonging  to  R.  I.  Whence  did  it  originally  get  its  name  in  1717  ? 
Mr.T.W.  Bicknell,  writes,  in  a  letter  to  our  Secretary  ;  "Possi- 
bly from  the  parish  of  Barrington  in  Somersetshire,  England, 
from  which  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  had  come  ; 
more  probably  in  honor  of  Sir  John  Barrington,  a  leading  dis- 
senter, born  in  1678,  and  dying  in  1734." 

Lord  Barrington,  originally  John  Shute,  was  a  leader  of  the 
"liberal  dissenters,"  a  friend  and  disciple  of  John  Locke,  and 
held  various  honorable  appointments.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  Parliament  under  George  I.,  1715,  a  year  or  two  before 
the  Massachusetts  town  took  his  name  ;  and  in  that  Parliament 
he  distinguished  himself  by  advocating  a  liberal  policy  toward 
dissenters.  His  brother,  Samuel  Shute,  was  royal  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  at  the  time  this  town  was  named,  and  arrived  in 
Boston  with  his  commission  during  the  previous  autumn  (Oct., 
1716).  He  is  the  governor  whose  lugubrious  thanksgiving  pro- 
clamation adorns  our  walls.  This  coincidence  of  dates  inclines 
me  to  favor  Mr.  Bicknell's  conjecture. 

Down  to  near  the  middle  of  the  18th  century,  the  personal 
names  given  to  our  towns  have  been  those  of  English  statesmen 
or  commanders.  The  glories  of  England  were  dear  to  her  colo- 
nists who  called  her  their  home.  As  consciousness  of  a  distinct 
life  and  destiny  was  slowly  awakened,  we  find  towns  paying 
their  compliments  in  this  way  to  public  men  of  the  colony  or 
State. 
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RICHMOND  was  set  off  from  Charlestown  in  1747.  Accord- 
ing to  the  E.  I.  Census  for  1885,  it  is  thought  to  have  been 
named  for  Edward  Richmond,  attorney-general  of  the  colony, 
1677-1680.  Perhaps  Richmond  is  a  transferred  English  town- 
name. 

In  March,  1757,  HOPKINTON  was  set  off  from  Westerly. 
Stephen  Hopkins,  already  eminent  by  public  services,  was  just 
approaching  the  end  of  his  first^  period  of  two  consecutive  years 
in  the  office  of  Governor.  In  May  following,  he  was  succeeded 
by  William  Greene,  who  died  in  office,  making  way  for  the 
reelection  of  Hopkins.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  name 
given  to  the  new  town  was  a  compliment  to  the  retiring  Gov- 
ernor. 

Within  about  a  dozen  years  after  the  territory  of  R.  1.  had 
been  increased  as  we  have  seen  along  its  eastern  boundary,  the 
area  of  Providence  was  lessened  by  the  separation  of  two  towns 
lying  to  the  south  and  west  of  it.  Both  were  named  in  compli- 
ment to  civil  officers  of  the  colony. 

CRANSTON,  incorporated  in  June,  1754,  took  its  name 
from  Samuel  Cranston  of  Newport,  who  was  chosen  Governor 
under  the  colonial  charter  by  annual  election  for  almost  thirty 
years,  serving  from  1698  to  1727.  The  family-name  has  been 
conspicuous  in  political  life  in  the  State  from  the  earliest  times 
to  our  own  ;  and  is  traced  back  to  old  Scotch  nobility.  While  I 
was  searching  in  the  University  of  Padua,  Italy,  for  some  memo- 
rial of  the  illustrious  Wm.  Harvey,  once  a  student  there,  I  found 
the  name  of  "Cranston,  /Scotus,"  among  the  inscriptions  and 
armorial  bearings  that  line  its  corridors. 

JOHNSTON  was  incorporated  in  March,  1759.  It  was  so 
called  in  honor  of  Augustus  J.,  who  in  1757  had  been  chosen 
attorney-general  of  the  colony.  He  held  that  office  till  1765. 
In  that  year,  the  stamp-act  was  passed,  and  Johnston  was  ap- 
pointed stamp-distributor  for  R.  I.  In  August  he  resigned  this 
last  appointment,  refusing  "to  execute  his  office  against  the  will 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  People."  But  this  did  not  hinder  his 
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being  mobbed  and  hanged  and  burnt  in  effigy,  at  Newport,  in 
company  with  Martin  Howard,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Moffatt,  a 
few  days  later.  He  resigned  the  office  of  attorney-general  .imme- 
diately after.  For  a  notice  of  him,  see  Updike's  Memoirs  of  R. 
I.  Bar,  p.  65,  &c. 

FOSTER  was  incorporated  in  August,  1781,  being  set  off 
from  Scituate.  It  was  named  for  Hon.  Theodore  Foster,  whose 
services  as  U.  S.  Senator  and  as  collector  of  historical  documents 
are  well  described  in  the  last  volume  of  our  Society's  Collections. 
Retiring  from  public  life  in  1803,  he  went  to  reside  in  the  town 
which  was  named  from  him,  and  where  he  had  long  owned 
landed  property.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  friend  Dr.  Drowne, 
for  whom  he  had  a  romantic  attachment. 

BURRILLVILLE,  taken  from  Glocester,  in  1806,  was 
named  from  Hon.  James  Burrill,  Jr.,  then  attorney-general  of 
the  State,  afterward  chief  justice,  and  U.  S.  Senator,  and  a 
benefactor  of  the  town. 

LINCOLN,  one  of  our  youngest  towns,  was  created  by  the 
dismemberment  of  Smithfield  in  1871,  and  named  in  honor  of 
President  Lincoln. 

Several  towns  have  names  apparently  borrowed  from  PLACES 
in  ENGLAND.  Such  are  PORTSMOUTH  (settled  in  1638),  NEW 
SHOREHAM  (incorporated  1672),  EAST  GREENWICH  (1677). 
GLOCESTER  (1731),  COVENTRY  (1741),  EXETER  (1742-3), 
and  three  of  the  towns  which  were  transferred  from  Mass,  in 
1746-7  ;  namely,  BRISTOL,  TIVERTON  and  LITTLE  COMPTON. 

All  these  names  were  assigned  during  the  colonial  period. 
Most  of  the  English  towns  whose  names  were  thus  transplanted 
to  R.  I.,  are  in  the  southern  maritime  counties,  whose  mer- 
chants, seamen  and  fishermen  furnished  a  considerable  part  of  the 
early  emigration  to  New  England.  It  would  lie  very  interesting 
if  we  could  connect  these  transferred  names  with  the  particular 
ports  or  districts  from  which  the  first  settlers  of  the  several  pla- 
ces in  R.  I.  came.  Genealogy  and  history  might  illustrate  one 
another,  by  showing  that  families  brought  with  them  and  applied 
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to  their  new  abodes  the  local  designations  most  familiar  to  them 
in  England. 

FOP  example :  The  Phillips  family  has  from  the  first  been 
prominent  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  "is  said  by  tradition  in  the 
family  to  have  emigrated  from  Exeter  in  England."  Updike, 
says,  ''Samuel  Phillips,  the  first  of  whom  I  have  any  notice, 
died  in  173 6,  aged  eighty-one."  Six  or  seven  years  later (1742-3) 
our  Exeter  was  incorporated  ;  possibly  in  compliment  to  the 
recently  deceased  patriarch,  or  in  memory  of  the  older  Exeter. 
(History  of  Narragansett  church,  page  120.) 

The  following  sentence  in  the  act  incorporating  New  Shore- 
ham  probably  illustrates  the  feeling  that  dictated  the  choice  of 
names  ; 

"And  further  more  bee  it  enacted,  that  said  towne  on  Block 
Island,  at  the  request  and  for  the  reasons  by  the  inhabitants 
showed,  and  as  signs  of  our  unity  and  likeness  to  many  parts 
of  our  native  country,  the  said  Block  Island  shall  be  called 
New  Shoreham,  otherwise  Block  Island." 

Mr.  Whitmore  in  his  thorough  analysis  of  town-names  in 
Mass.,  presented  to  the  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.,  favors  the  belief  that 
many  of  these  were  borrowed  from  former  abodes  of  the  emi- 
grants. He  writes,  "The  rnost  marked  peculiarity  of  these  early 
names  is,  that  their  English  namesakes  are  so  obscure.  We  feel 
at  once  assured  that  these  names  were  not  adopted  by  chance,  or 
on  general  grounds  ;  but  that  each  represents  some  local  affec- 
tion, some  individual  reason,  which  may  still  be  traced  out  by 
careful  study." 

Perhaps  some  difference  might  be  expected  to  exist  between 
the  towns  of  Mass,  and  R.  I.  in  this  respect.  Massachusetts 
was  first  planted  by  organized  migration  ;  Rhode  Island  by  small 
bands  of  loosely  associated  refugees.  The  towns  of  the  two  colo- 
nies bore  the  impress  of  their  origin.  Characteristic  Rhode  Island 
towns  were  often  settled  many  years  before  they  were  incorpor- 
ated ;  several  of  them  were  set  off  from  other  towns  that  were 
already  old.  Those  not  lying  on  the  shores  of  the  Bay,  wrere 
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planted  by  backwoodsmen  and  pioneers.  They  existed  for  years 
without  legal  establishment.  Their  corporate  names  were  chosen 
at  a  later  time,  and  were  less  likely  to  be  determined  by  the 
reminiscences  and  yearnings  of  the  first  inhabitants.  The  char- 
acteristic Massachusetts  town  grew  up  with  the  meeting-house 
and  burial-ground  and  common  for  its  centre ;  the  typical  inland 
R.  I.  town  straggled  into  being ;  its  meeting-house  tardily 
springing  up  on  the  roadside,  or  at  some  four-corners,  its  dead 
buried  in  orchard  or  home-lot. 

BRISTOL  belonged  originally  to  Plymouth  Colony.  In 
Sept.,  1681,  the  people  agreed  on  the  name,  in  compliment  to 
Bristol,  England.  It  was  not  selected  because  the  owners  came 
from  the  English  Bristol ;  but  the  settlers  founding  a  "town  for 
trade,"  the  site  of  which  was  chosen  for  its  commercial  advanta- 
ges, named  it  for  the  chief  seat  of  colonial  commerce,  next  to 
London,  in  the  home  country.  Prof.  Dirnan  refers  to  some  of 
the  associations  connected  with  the  elder  Bristol, — "the  city 
from  which  Sebastian  Cabot  sailed  on  the  voyage  that  resulted 
in  the  discovery  of  the  American  continent ;  the  city  which  Ed- 
mund Burke  represented  in  Parliament  when  he  vindicated  in 
strains  of  unsurpassed  eloquence  the  rights  of  the  colonies." 

Other  memories  come  nearer  home  to  the  hearts  of  Rhode- 
Islanders.  Bristol  was  the  port  from  which  Roger  Williams  first 
sailed  for  New  England.  He  speaks  of  it  in  two  of  his  letters. 
In  1653,  writing  to  the  daughter  of  his  early  friend  and  patron, 
Sir  Edward  Coke,  he  thus  refers  to  his  flight  from  England,  and 
to  her  father:  "It  was  as  bitter  as  death  to  me,  when  I  rode 
Windsor  way  to  take  ship  at  Bristow,*  and  saw  Stoke  House 
where  the  blessed  man  was  ;  and  I  then  durst  not  acquaint  him 
with  my  conscience  and  my  flight." 

To  his  friend  John  Winthrop  the  younger,  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut, he  writes  :  "Your  loving  lines  in  this  cold  dead  season 
were  as  a  cup  of  your  Connecticut  cider,  which  we  are  glad  to 


*The  old  form  of  the  name,  Bristol. 
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hear  abounds  with  you  ;  or  of  that  western  metheglin  which  you 
and  I  have  drunk  at  Bristol  together."  Metheglin  was  a  bever- 
age made  of  honey  and  water,  fermented  and  often  spiced.  We 
may  reasonably  hope  that  indulgence  in  it  never  compromised 
the  personal  dignity  of  these  two  New  England  worthies. 

The  Narragatisett  Historical  Register  for  January,  1886,  con- 
tains an  article  illustrating  the  derivation  of  the  name  of  EAST 
GREENWICH  in  Rhode  Island  from  a  district  of  London  in 
Kent  county,  England. 

NEWPORT  probably  owes  its  i?ame  to  its  situation,  and  the 
excellence  of  its  harbor.  Portsmouth  proving  less  favorable  in 
this  respect  than  they  hoped,  the  settlers  welcomed  a  new  port. 

SMITHFIELD  (1730-1)  is  a  name  of  uncertain  origin.  The 
only  Smithfield  that  I  know  of  in  England  is  a  part  of  London, 
noted  for  its  martyrs  and  markets.  I  know  not  why  the  pioneers 
in  these  "outlands"  should  have  adopted  this  name.  It  may 
be  a  family-name,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  Smiths  are  more 
common  there  than  elsewhere.  Mr.  Erastus  Richardson,  the 
historian  of  Woonsocket,  favors  me  with  the  following  :  "Smiths 
were  neither,  as  numerous  or  as  influential  as  other  people,  who 
resided  therein — the  Mowrys,  Arnolds,  Wilkinsons,  &c.,  &c. 
for  instance.  On  the  other  hand,  a  party  by  the  name  of  Smith 
deeded  the  land  upon  which  the  Quaker  Meeting  House  was 
erected  and  where  the  Friends  were  buried.  The  date  of  the  deed 
is  Dec.  19,  1719.  And  as  the  Friends  were  the  chief  movers  in 
politics  as  well  as  religion  in  those  days,  perhaps,  in  honor  of  the 
grantor,  they  may  have  named  the  town  "Smithfield." 

KING'S  TOWNE  was  incorporated  in  Oct.,  1674.  It  was 
the  principal  town  of  "King's  Province,"  under  which  name  the 
Narragansett  country  was  established  as  a  special  government, 
by  the  royal  commissioners  in  March,  1664—5.  Unable  to  ad- 
just the  claims  of  different  parties  in  this  region  on  equitable 
principles,  they  set  up  this  Province,  forbidding  all  persons  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  therein  without  authority  from  themselves, 
and  appointing  the  governor  and  council  of  R.  I.  as  Magistrates 
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there  for  the  time  being.  When  the  largest  town  came  to  be 
incorporated,  less  than  ten  years  later,  it  took  this  loyal  name, 
which  is  thus  an  echo  of  the  deference  to  royalty  that  actuated 
the  commissioners  of  King  Charles  in  1664.  In  1722—3,  it  was 
divided  into  North  and  South  Kingstown,  the  former  town  re- 
taining the  prestige  of  keeping  the  records,  and  being  regarded 
as  the  older  town. 

Lastly — Several  towns  bear  names  that  indicate  their  geo- 
grapical  relations  to  neighboring  places.  Such  are  WESTERLY 
(1669),  SOUTH  KINGSTOWN  (1723),  WEST  GREENWICH 
(1741),  MIDDLETOWN  (1743),  NORTH  PROVIDENCE  (1765), 
EAST  PROVIDENCE  (1862),  and  NORTH  SMITHFIELD  (1871). 
These  need  not  detain  us. 

To  recapitulate  :  The  thirty-six  town  and  city  names  in  Rhode 
Island  may  be  classified  as  follows,  in  regard  to  their  derivation  : 

I.  Personal.     Warwick,  Jamestown,  Charlestown, 
Cumberland,  Warren,  Barrington,  Richmond  (?),  Hop- 
kinton,    Cranston,   Johnston,   Foster,  Burrillville,  Lin- 
coln, ......          13 

II.  From  English  Places.  Portsmouth,  New  Shore- 
ham,    East  Greenwich,   Glocester,    Coventry,  Exeter, 
Bristol,  Tiverton,  Little  Compton,        ...  9 

III.  Topographically  Descriptive.   Newport,  West- 
terly,  South  Kingstown,  West  Greenwich,  Middletown, 
North  Providence,  East  Providence,  North  Smithfield,  8 

IV.  Indian.     Scituate,  Pawtucket,  Woonsocket     .  3 

V.  From  Pious  Sentiment.     Providence  .  .  1 

VI.  From    Loyal   Sentiment.     North  Kingstown,  1 

VII.  Doubtful.     Smithfield,  ...  1 

Total,  .  .          36 
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THE  DATE  OF  PASSING  THE  SENTENCE  OF 
BANISHMENT  ON  ROGER  WILLIAMS. 


BY  JOHN  ANDREWS  HOWL  AND. 


Writers  upon  Roger  Williams  have  given  varying  dates  for 
the  passing  of  the  sentence  upon  him.  The  Massachusetts  Colo- 
nial Records  give  no  date  to  the  proceedings  when  the  sentence 
was  passed  ;  but  the  proceedings  are  recorded  next  following 
those  of  the  September  Session,  which  adjourned  to  October  8, 
and  which  held  two  days,  and  on  the  second  day  (October  9), 
the  sentence  was  passed.  On  the  margin  of  the  page  of  the 
printed  records  where  the  sentence  is  found  is  erroneously  placed 
Sept.  3,  which  led  Mr.  J.  R.  Bartlett  and  Mr.  Palfrey  to  give 
that  date  as  the  date  of  the  sentence.  These  varying  dates  have 
led  to  a  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  the  dates  given  by 
writers  and  some  occurrences  will  lead  to  the  conclusion  derived 
from  them. 

Knowles' Memoir  of  Williams,  says:  "His  sentence  of  ban- 
ishment was  passed  November  3,  1635."  This  is  a  mistake. 
There  was  no  session  of  the  General  Court  in  November  ;  and 
thus  in  following  Knowles,  later  writers  have  been  misled.  In 
two  later  lives  of  W7illiams  :  in  Staples'  -'Annals  of  Providence  ; 
in  the  introduction  (v.  1,)  to  the  Writings  of  Roger  Williams," 
published  by  the  Narragansett  Club  ;  and  in  Arnold's  "History 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,"  this  erroneous  date  of  November 
3,  is  given  for  the  passing  of  the  sentence.  In  the  "WTorks  of 
Judge  Job  Durfee,"  his  notes  to  "What  Cheer"  give  the  same 
date.  Backus  and  Benedict  in  their  Histories  of  the  Baptists,  give 
the  sentence  under  October,  in  this  following  Winthrop.  Mr. 


DATE  OF  BANISHMENT  OF  ROGER  WILLIAMS.       53 

John  R.  Bartlett,  in  notes  to  the  "Colonial  Kecords  of  Rhode 
Island," -gives  September  3,  for  the  sentence;  and  Palfrey's 
"History  of  New  England"  (1858),  gives  the  same  date.  In 
the  edition  of  1882,  the  sentence  is  given  as  having  been  passed 
October  8.  Mr.  J.  L.  Diman  in  the  "Publications  of  the  Nar- 
ragansett  Club"  (v.  2,  p.  239),  gives  the  8th  October  for  its 
passage.  Rev.  Henry  Martyn  Dexter,  in  "As  to  Roger  Wil- 
liams," is  the  first  writer  to  give  the  probably  true  date  of  Oc- 
tober 9,  for  the  passing  of  the  sentence.  They  seem  to  have 
concluded,  that  the  proceedings,  which  are  without  date  on  pp. 
162-163  of  the  Bay  Records,  on  which  last  page  is  recorded  the 
sentence,  were  of  an  adjourned  session  from  September  3,  to 
October  8.  And  this  must  be  a  correct  conclusion,  for  there  is 
no  other  record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  adjourned  session.  At 
the  session  of  the  General  Court  July  8,  when,  as  Winthrop 
relates,  Williams  and  the  ministers  were  present,  and  he  was 
heartily  denounced  by  the  Court  and  the  ministers,  he  was  or- 
dered by  the  Court  to  appear  at  its  next  session  and  then  give 
satisfaction  or  to  expect  the  sentence. 

.The  next  session  was  September  2  ;  transacted  some  business 
and  adjourned  to  the  next  day  at  8  o'clock  ;  and  its  proceedings 
(Sept.  3,) — making  no  mention  of  Williams — close  on  p.  161 
with  the  words  :  "The  Court  is  adiorned  to  the  Thursday  after 
the  next  meeting  of  the  pticular  court."  That  is,  of  the  Governor 
and  Assistants,  or  Court  of  Assistants,  or  Magistrates,  as  it  was 
termed,  which  met  October  6,  and  the  Thursday  after  was  the 
8th. 

The  first  day  (October  8,)  of  that  adjourned  session, — Wil- 
liams and  all  the  ministers  of  the  Bay  being  present, — the  min- 
isters to  give  their  help  and  advise  as  to  what  should  be  done 
with  this  (in  their  estimation)  pestilent  heresiarch, — was  passed 
first,  perhaps,  in  the  banishing  of  John  Smyth  for  offences  simi- 
lar to  those  charged  upon  Williams;  that  is,  "for  dyvers  dan- 
gerous opinions  which  he  holdeth  and  hath  divulged  ;"  then  in 
considering  the  charges  against  Williams  ;  and  when  the  offer 
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was  made  him  by  the  Court  to  discuss  the  charges  at  a  subse- 
quent day  and  he  chose  to  have  the  discussion  at  dnce,  Mr. 
Hooker  was  appointed  by  the  Court  to  hold  the  controversy  with 
him. 

What  with  Mr.  Hooker's  endeavors  to  convince  him  of  his 
errors,  and  Williams'  rejoinders  in  maintaining  his  opinions,  the 
day  passed.  Mr.  Dexter  in  "As  to  Roger  Williams"  (p.  53), 
says  of  the  ministers  :  "Altogether  it  was  a  distinguished  com- 
pany, and  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  Massachusetts  of 
to-day  could  call  together,  out  of  its  hundreds  of  pulpits,  twelve 
pastors  and  teachers  who  should  be  their  equals  in  intellect  and 
worth." 

Here  one  cannot  but  reflect  upon  the  human  grandeur  of  the 
scene.  That  sore-beset  young  man,  alone,  undauntedly  main- 
taining his  conscientious  convictions,  firmly,  though  respectfully, 
in  the  face  of  all  the  learning  and  power  of  the  colony,  with  an 
awful  fate  impending  over  him.  The  day  passed  in  that  conflict 
of  minds  with  the  result  of  not  bringing  him,  as  Winthrop  says, 
"from  any  of  his  errors."  And  Winthrop  concludes  his  account 
of  this  interesting  scene  with  the  words  :  "So  the  next  morning 
the  Court  sentenced  him  to  depart  out  of  our  jurisdiction."  The 
next  morning  was  the  9th,  and  thus  is  seen  that  the  precise  day 
on  which  the  sentence  of  banishment  passed,  was  the  9th  Octo- 
ber, 1635. 

MISCELLANEOUS  NOTES. 

Three  several  times  was  Williams  called  before  and  confronted 
with  the  authorities  and  the  ministers,  and  we  are  almost  solely 
indebted  to  Governor  John  Winthrop  for  the  interesting  partic- 
ulars, as  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  either  case  makes  no 
mention  of  Williams  or  of  the  ministers  being  present.  The  first 
time  was  April  30,  1635,  before  the  Governor  and  Assistants 
and  the  ministers  (Savage's  Winthrop,  1,  188).  There  is  no 
record  of  this  meeting.  The  second  time  was  July  8,  when 
Williams  and  the  ministers  were  before  the  General  Court  and 
he  was  ordered  to  appear  at  its  next  session  and  then  give  satis- 
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faction  or  to  expect  the  sentence.  The  third  time  was  at  the 
General  Court  of  October  8,  when  he  and  all  the  ministers  of 
the  Bay  were  present,  and  on  the  second  day  of  the  session  (Oc- 
tober 9),  the  sentence  of  banishment  was  passed  upon  him. 

Preceding  the  flight  of  Williams  there  is  but  one  recorded  no-, 
tice  on  the  Massachusetts  Colonial  Record  of  the  trouble  with 
him,  and  that  is  found  on  page  163,  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Court  at  its  adjourned  session  which  met  October  8,  and 
which  on  the  next  morning  passed  the  order  for  his  banishment. 
The  record  of  the  sentence  is  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  one  of  the  elders  of  the 
church  of  Salem ,  has  broached  &  divulged  dy vers  newe  &  dan- 
gerous opinions  against  the  aucthoritie  of  magistrates,  as  also 
writt  Itres  of  defamacon,  both  of  the  magistrates  &  churches  here, 
and  that  before  any  conviccon,  and  yet  mainetaineth  the  same 
without  retraccon,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  the  said  Mr.  Wil- 
liams shall  depte  out  of  this  jurisdiccon  within  sixe  weekes  nowe 
nexte  ensueing,  wch  if  he  neglect  to  pforme,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Gofinr  &  two  of  the  magistrates  to  send  him  to  some 
place  out  of  this  jurisdiccon,  not  to  returne  any  more  without  li- 
cence from  the  Court." 

Williams  was  sentenced  to  "depai-t  out  of  this  jurisdiction 
within  six  weeks  now  next  ensuing."  The  magistrates  were  dis- 
posed to  be  lenient  and  gave  him  permission  to  remain  till  Spring  ; 
but  afterwards  re-considered  that  permission  ;  for  under  Janu- 
ary, Winthrop  says,  "the  Governor  and  assistants  met  at  Bos- 
ton to  consider  about  Mr.  Williams,  for  that  they  were  credibly 
informed  that  notwithstanding  the  injunction  laid  upon  him  (upon 
the  liberty  granted  him  to  stay  till  the  Spring)  not  to  go  about 
to  draw  others  to  his  opinions,  he  did  use  to  entertain  company 
in  his  house  and  to  preach  to  them,  even  of  such  points  as  he 
had  been  censured  for  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  send  him  into  Eng- 
land by  a  ship  then  ready  to  depart.  The  reason  was  that  he 
had  drawn  above  twenty  persons  to  his  opinions,  and  they  were 
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intended  to  erect  a  plantation  about  the  Narragansett  Bay,  from 
whence  the  infection  would  easily  spread  into  these  churches. 
Whereupon  a  warrant  was  sent  to  him  to  come  presently  to  Boston 
to  be  shipped.  He  returned  answer  (and  divers  of  Salem  came 
with  it)  that  he  could  not  come  without  hazard  of  his  life.  Where- 
upon a  pinnace  was  sent  with  commission  to  Capt.  Underbill  to 
apprehend  him,  and  carry  him  aboard  the  ship  (which  then  rode 
at  Natascutt)  ;  but,  when  they  came  at  his  house,  they  found 
he  had  been  gone  three  days  before." 


In  his  "Mr.  Cotton's  Letter  examined  and  Answered,"  Wil- 
liams writes,  "It  pleased  God  by  excessive  labours  on  the  Lord's 
days,  and  thrice  a  week  at  Salem  ;  by  labours  day  and  night  in 
my  field  with  my  own  hands,  for  the  maintenance  of  my  charge, 
by  travels  also  by  day  and  night  to  go  and  return  from  their 
Court,  it  pleased  God  to  bring  me  near  unto  death  ;  in  which 
time,  notwithstanding  the  mediating  testimony  of  two  skilful 
in  physic,  I  was  unmercifully  driven  from  my  chamber  to  a  win- 
ter's flight."  And  in  the  introduction,  he  says,  he  was  "exposed 
to  the  mercy  of  a  howling  wilderness  in  frost  and  snow  *  * 
in  that  sorrowful  winter's  flight."  The  winter  set  in  early  ;  of 
the  two  months  preceding  his  flight  (which  was  about  the  mid- 
dle of  January),  Winthrop  says  the  Connecticut  river  was  frozen 
up  the  1 5th  of  November ;  and  that  on  the  second  and  third  of 
December  snow  fell  about  knee-deep.  In  such  an  inclement 
season  it  was  a  terrible  journey  for  a  sick  man  to  take  over  a 
snow-covered  wilderness. 


There  seem  to  be  indications  that  the  magistrates  were  disin- 
clined to  press  Williams  to  the  utmost,  but  they  were  kept  up 
to  the  prosecution  of  him  by  the  ministers,  who  considered 
their  craft,  their  power  in  the  government,  endangered  by  the 
propagation  of  the  opinions  he  had  divulged.  That  they  judged 
shrewdly  later  times  abundantly  showed.  We  cannot  know  what 
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means  were  taken  to  get  the  information,  or  by  whom  the  mag- 
istrates were  "credibly  informed"  of  what  was  said  and  done  in 
Williams'  house,  which  induced  them  to  re-consider  the  permis- 
sion given  him  to  remain  till  Spring,  and  resolve  to  summarily 
expatriate  him  to  England  by  this  opportune  ship  then  ready  to 
sail. 

For  three  months  after  his  flight,  Williams  is  lost  to  human 
knowledge,  until  from  his  own  account,  we  are  told  of  his  being 
at  Seekonk  ;  supposed  to  be  fourteen  weeks  after  his  flight  in 
the  middle  of  January,  and  thus  making  his  arrival  at  Seekonk 
about  the  23d  of  April.  We  cannot  account  for  the  length  of 
time  occupied  in  his  journey,  if  it  was  overland,  when  we  con- 
trast it  with  those  of  others  who  journeyed  about  the  same  time. 
During  the  same  month  of  January  that  Williams  fled,  Win- 
throp  says  "a  man  went  alone  to  Connecticut  and  returned," 
twice  over  a  route  much  longer  and  less  known  than  that  from 
Salem  to  the  Narragansett,  which  it  is  supposed  took  Williams 
fourteen  weeks  to  accomplish. 

Winthrop  also  says  under  the  date  of  November  26,  1635, 
"There  came  twelve  men  from  Connecticut ;  they  had  been  ten 
days  on  their  journey."  Under  October,  1635,  he  says,  "about 
sixty  men,  women  and  little  children  went  by  land  to  Connecti- 
cut and  arrived  safe  there." 


Neal's  History  of  New  England  (v.  1,  p.  164),  says,  "a  com- 
pany of  about  one  hundred  of  men,  women  and  children  with 
their  luggage,  set  out  from  New  Town  in  the  month  of  June, 
1636,  and  led  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker,  traveling  nine  or  ten 
miles  a  day  on  foot,  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the  river  Connecti- 
cutt,  and  began  a  Town  which  they  called  Hertford." 


Before  reaching  Seekonk,  Williams  had,  perhaps,  first  rested 
awhile  at  Sowams — Warren — with  his  Indian  friend  Ousame- 
quin — Massasoit — and  then  taking  into  his  boat  the  five  associ- 
ates who  possibly  had  there  awaited  his  arrival,  he  came  up  the 
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bay  and  the  river  to  the  Seekonk  ;  when  on  entering  its  mouth,  he 
was  hailed  with  the  traditionary  welcome  of  "  What-Cheer"  by  an 
Indian  who  would  air  his  knowledge  of  English  words,  who, 
with  others  had  there  congregated  in  anticipation  of  his  arrival. 
The  precise  time  that  Williams'  wife  and  two  infant  children 
joined  him,  is  not  known  ;  surely  not  before  he  had  a  shelter  for 
them.  That  they  were  here  with  him  in  the  Fall  of  the  first 
year,  when  he  made  his  perilous  journey  to  frustrate  the  threat- 
ened league  between  the  Pequots  and  the  Narragansetts,  is  indi- 
cated in  his  letter  to  Mason,  where  he  says,  "scarce  acquainting 
my  wife,"  he  hastily  shipped  himself,  alone,  in  a  poor  canoe, 
and  cut  through  a  stormy  wind,  with  great  seas,  every  minute 
in  hazard  of  life,  to  the  Sachem's  house.  This  tempestuous  jour- 
ney was  probably  at  the  time  of  the  autumnal  equinox.  As  in 
consequence  of  his  agency,  Winthrop  records  that  "Miantun- 
nomoh,  the  Sachem  of  Narragansett,  came  to  Boston  with  two 
of  Canonicus'  sons,  and  another  Sachem,  and  near  twenty  sa- 
naps,"  on  the  21st  of  October,  and  made  a  treaty  of  perpetual 
peace  and  alliance. 


Two  NOTES  OF  LATER  TIMES. 

Of  all  the  writings  of  Roger  Williams,  nothing  in  verse  by 
him  has  come  down  to  us,  other  than  the  lines  appended  to  the 
several  divisions  of  his  "Key  to  the  Indian  Language."  But  it 
is  certain  that  he  composed  a  piece  in  verse,  one  that  he  consid- 
ered of  interest  enough  to  be  presented  to  the  town.  We  may 
suppose  it  to  have  been  of  an  historical  character  ;  its  theme  per- 
haps, the  settlement  of  Providence,  the  two  charters,  &c.  It 
may  have  contained  much  that  would  have  thrown  light  upon 
incidents  connected  with  the  settlement.  By  the  burning  of  the 
town  clerk's  house  in  Philip's  war,  the  papers  which  had  been 
accumulating  in  his  office  for  forty  years  were  all  lost  in  that 
holocaust  of  precious  things.  That  there  was  a  composition  in 
verse  by  him  is  shown  by  the  following  from  the  town  records. 
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At  a  town  meeting  March  8,  1668,  it  was  "Voted,  That  the 
presentation  in  verse  presented  by  Mr.  Roger  Williams  unto  the 
town  this  day,  be  kept  among  the  records  of  this  town." 


Daniel  Neal,  in  his  History  of  New  England,  London  1720  ; 
reprinted  1740,  concludes  his  account  of  Roger  Williams,  as 
follows:  "He  writ  very  handsomely  against  the  Practices  and 
principles  of  the  Quakers,  and  was  very  diligent  in  converting 
the  Indians  in  his  Neighbourhood,  of  whose  manners,  Customs 
and  Languages  he  published  an  account.  He  was  very  service- 
able in  obtaining  a  Charter  for  the  Government  of  Rhode  Island, 
which  was  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  his  Town  of  Providence, 
and  was  sometimes  chosen  their  Governor.  In  a  word,  if  he  had 
never  dabbled  in  Divinity  he  would  have  been  esteemed  a  great 
and  useful  Man." 

Neal  little  foresaw  the  eminence  and  consideration  which  suc- 
ceeding generations  would  assign  to  Williams.  Rejected,  and 
thrust  from  the  land  where  he  had  sought  that  liberty  he  could 
not  have  in  his  native  country,  he  was  "the  teacher  of  principles 
that  have  emancipated  nations."  A  noted  assertion  of  these 
principles  was  exemplified  in  May,  1885,  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  at  Washington,  in  answer  to  the  government  of  Austria, 
which  had  refused  to  receive  the  minister  appointed  by  our  gov- 
ernment, because  his  wife  was  a  Jewess.  In  his  letter  Mr.  Sec- 
retary Bayard  says  :  "Religious  liberty  is  the  chief  corner-stone 
of  the  American  system  of  government,  and  provisions  for  its 
security  are  imbedded  in  the  written  charter,  and  interwoven  in 
the  moral  fabric  of  its  laws." 

In  advance  of  his  age,  Williams  was  not  appreciated  by  his 
contemporaries.  His  real  greatness  was  the  discovery  of  later 
times,  fittingly  recognized  in  the  recent  grand  commemoration  of 
his  founding  of  Providence — where  the  banner  of  Religious  Lib- 
erty was  first  planted — and  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
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NOTE  ON  THE  TRADITION  CONNECTING  THE  NAME  or 
ROGER  WILLIAMS  WITH  SLATE  ROCK. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  around  and  east  of  the  rock  the 
land  has  been  filled  in,  and  a  street  laid  out  east  of  it,  leaving 
the  rock  far  inland  and  below  the  surface,  and  grading  what  in 
Williams'  day  was  a  high  wooded  bluff  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

At  the  first  Annual  Celebration  of  the  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society,  held  in  the  First  Congregational  meeting-house, 
January  13,  1847,  there  was  an  address  delivered  by.  the  late 
Chief  Justice  Job  Durfee,  and  a  poem  of  twenty-two  verses  by 
Mrs.  Sarah  Helen  Whitman,  on  Roger  Williams,  which  was 
read  by  Mr.  Albert  G.  Greene.  One  verse  is  here  quoted  : 

The  wave-worn  rock  still  breasts  the  storm 

On  Seekonk's  lonely  side, 
Where  the  dusky  natives  hailed  the  bark 

That  bore  their  gentle  guide. 

Slate  rock  no  longer  lies  "On  Seekonk's  lonely  side,"  still 
the  tradition  connected  with  it  has  not  lost  its  interest,  and  a 
monument  is  proposed  to  be  erected  to  mark  the  locality  of  the 
rock.  Although  much  has-been  said  and  written  about  the  tra- 
dition connecting  the  name  of  Roger  Williams  with  the  rock,  as 
being  the  locality  of  his  first  interview  with  the  Indians,  the 
utterance  of  some  further  thoughts  may  not  be  deemed  super- 
fluous. 

Without  a  line  or  a  word  from  Williams,  nor  from  either  of  his 
five  companions,  to  give  the  least  indication  of  their  having 
landed  at  Slate  rock,  or  approached  its  vicinity,  nor  any  con- 
temporary authority  to  give  support  to  the  tradition  of  their  hav- 
ing landed  there  on  proceeding  down  the  river  from  Seekonk, 
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nor  at  any  time ;  yet,  the  tradition  may  not  be  wholly  vain, 
though  not  truly  applicable  to  that  particular  journey.  The 
printed  accounts  of  the  tradition  seem  only  to  relate  to  their  final 
descent  of  the  river  from  the  place  in  Seekonk  where  they  had 
begun  a  settlement ;  and  supposing  that  without  any  definite  lo- 
cation in  view,  they  were  proceeding  down  the  river  and  viewing 
the  shore  until  they  rounded  India  Point  and  Fox  Point,  and  up 
the  Providence  river,  and  finally  landing  on  the  bank  of  the 
Moshassuck  river. 

Knowles,  in  his  Memoir  of  Williams,  says,  the  tradition  is, 
that  "they  embarked  in  a  canoe  and  proceeded  down  the  stream. 
As  they  approached  the  little  cove  near  Tockvvotton,  now  India 
Point,  they  were  saluted  by  a  company  of  Indians,  with  a  friendly 
interrogation,  'What-Cheer?'  At  this  spot  they  probably  went 
on  shore,  but  they  did  not  long  remain  there." 

Williams  says  in  his  Key  to  the  Indian  Language,  "  'What 
Cheare  Netop'  is  the  general  salutation  of  all  English  toward  the 
Indians.  Netop,  is  friend  ;  Netumpaug,  friends." 

Staples,  in  his  Annals  of  Providence,  writes,  "tradition  says 
that  they  first  landed  at  the  Slate  rock,  and  as  they  approached 
the  shore  were  saluted  with  'What  Cheer  Netop'  by  an  Indian 
from  the  hill." 

There  is  nothing  more  than  this  vague  tradition,  so  recorded, 
to  show  that  Williams  landed  at  Slate  rock.  And  so  far  as  the 
tradition  would  only  apply  to  their  having  landed  there  on  their 
final  descent  of  the  river  from  Seekonk,  it  is  not  probably  cor- 
rect. It  is  quite  probably  true  that  they  had  at  some  time  landed 
there,  as  the  rock  lay  on  the  shore  at  an  indent  in  the  land,  and 
was  probably  a  good  landing-place  for  their  boat  to  approach, 
and  they  had  landed  there  perhaps,  repeatedly,  in  their  prospec- 
ting journeys  to  explore  the  country,  or  to  find  a  suitable  place 
for  a  new  settlement ;  leaving  their  boat  at  the  rock  and  proceed- 
ing inland  to  view  the  country,  and  across  the  'neck'  to  the  Mo- 
shassuck river,  where  they  finally  decided  to  locate.  But  when 
they  had  decided  on  a  location,  and  had  embarked  for  the  purpose 


62  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

of  commencing  the  settlement,  there  would  seem  to  have  been  no 
call  for  them  to  stop  at  Slate  rock. 

The  rock  lay  at  the  foot  of  'a  steep  and  wooded  bluff,  and  if, 
as  Staples  says  of  the  tradition,  the  salutation  came  from  an  In- 
dian on  the  hill,  it  would  be  quite  a  distance  to  shout  a  welcome 
through  the  intervening  trees  to  a  party  approaching  the  shore. 

The  hail  of  the  Indians  was  more  probably  given  to  Williams 
on  his  first  ascent  of  the  river,  with  the  five  companions,  who, 
perhaps,  had  awaited  his  arrival  at  Sowams  (Warren),  the  resi- 
dence of  his  Indian  friend  Ousamequin  (Massasoit),  and  the 
salutation  then  made  which  has  given  the  name  of  What  Cheer 
to  that  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  river.  But  the  Indians  were 
probably  nearer  India  Point,  where  the  wooded  bluff  that  bor- 
dered the  river  at  Slate  rock  had  ceased,  and  the  level  land  bor- 
dered the  river,  and  where  the  shores  of  the  river  were  very  much 
nearer  each  other  than  they  were  at  Slate  rock. 

Williams  had  been  long  and  favorably  known  to  the  Indians 
by  reputation,  and  to  some  of  them  personally,  and  his  coming 
among  them  anticipated  ;  thus  his  appearance  with  his  five  com- 
panions in  the  boat,  was  hailed  with  their  cheer  of  welcome. 

They  probably  knew  that  he  was  waited  for  by  the  men  who 
had  preceded  his  arrival  at  Sowams,  and  also  knew  when  he 
arrived  there,  and  the  day  he  would  leave  and  come  among  them, 
and  they  were  all  ready  to  welcome  him  ;  and  when  he  appeared 
it  was  no  surprise  to  them.  And  the  cheer  of  welcome  would 
much  more  naturally  be  given  then,  when  his  presence  was  new 
to  them,  than  two  months  later,  when  they  had  become  accus- 
tomed to  the  sight  of  him,  as  they  must  have  been  at  the  time 
he  abandoned  his  settlement  at  Seekonk. 

The  spot  where  Williams  began  to  build  in  Seekonk,  "is 
believed  to  have  been  at  Manton's  Neck,  near  the  Cove,  a  short 
distance  above  Central  bridge."  It  was  no  way  likely  that  com- 
ing as  he  did,  from  the  Seekonk  shore,  and  availing  probably  of 
an  ebbing  tide,  that  he,  with  his  five  companions  should  have 
left  the  deeper  water  and  the  current  of  the  eastern  shore,  after 
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having  been  but  a  few  minutes  in  descending  thus  far,  and  then 
stretched  across  the  river  and  the  flats  and  come  under  the  bluff 
at  the  foot  of  which  lay  Slate  rock.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  Williams  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  localities 
of  the  river  at  the  time  of  his  departure  from  Seekonk.  He  had 
before  leaving  there  time  enough,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
companions,  to  obtain  a  good  knowledge  of  his  surroundings. 
If  he  left  Salem  as  is  supposed  about  the  middle  of  January  and 
was  fourteen  weeks  on  his  journey,  it  would  bring  his  arrival  at 
Seekonk  about  the  23d  of  April ;  and  leaving  there  in  June  he 
would  have  had  two  Spring  months  to  find  out  the  localities  of 
his  neighborhood. 

Williams,  or  his  companions  had  doubtless  made  exploring 
journeys  previous  to  their  final  departure  from  Seekonk,  and 
had  in  view  some  definite  spot  which  they  had  previously  decided 
upon.  Their  journey  was  not  unpremeditated.  Nobody  was 
pursuing  them,  and  it  is  not  rational  to  suppose  that  they  would 
have  unpreparedly  left  where  they  had  begun  a  settlement  with- 
out a  definite  destination  in  view,  and  a  locality  for  a  new  set- 
tlement upon  which  they  had  previously  decided. 
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NECROLOGY. 


JOHN  RUSSELL  BARTLETT  was  born  in  Providence,  October 
23,  1805.  In  the  first  year  of  his  life  his  family  moved  to 
Kingston,  in  Upper  Canada ;  and  he  received  his  education  at 
the  schools  in  Kingston,  at  an  academy  at  Lowville  in  New 
York  and  at  a  school  in  Montreal.  He  returned  to  Providence 
in  1824  and  was  employed  successively  in  the  dry-goods  shop 
of  his  uncle,  Captain  William  Russell,  as  book-keeper  in  the 
bank  of  North  America  and  as  cashier  of  the  Globe  Bank.  He 
became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1831  ;  and  he  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Providence  Athenaeum.  In  1836  he  moved  to 
New  York  and  engaged  in  business  for  a  time  in  a  dry-goods  com- 
mission house  but  soon  became  associated  with  the  late  Mr.  Charles 
Welford  as  a  book-seller,  under  the  name  of  Bartlett  &  Welford. 
In  1850  he  returned  to  Providence  and  soon  after  received  the 
appointment  of  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
establishing  the  boundary  line  between  this  country  and  Mexico, 
in  the  work  of  which  appointment  he  spent  nearly  three  years. 
In  1855  he  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  held  that  office  for  seventeen  years.  He  died  May  28,  1886. 

A  full  account  of  the  official,  literary  and  historical  labors  of 
Mr.  Bartlett  and  of  the  incidents  of  his  life  is  contained  in  the 
biographies  which  have  been  published ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  not 
deemed  expedient  to  describe  his  life  and  services  at  large  in 
this  place. 

GEORGE  LYMAN  CLAFLIN,  only  son  of  Lyman  and  Rebecca 
G.  Claflin,  was  born  in  that  part  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  which  was 
then  in  Massachusetts,  on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1822.  His 
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father  was  a  Manufacturer,  and  a  man  of  respectability  and  in- 
fluence. His  grand-father,  Oliver  Starkweather,  was  well  and 
favorably  known  as  an  active  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  and  also  as  a  Member  of  Congress  from  that 
State.  Two  of  his  uncles  —  John  and  Samuel  Starkweather — 
were  graduates  of  Brown  University,  and  achieved  success,  the 
first  as  a  Physician  in  Upton,  Mass. ,  and  the  latter  as  a  Judge,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  While  another  uncle,  James  C.  Starkweather, 
attained  to  prominence  as  a  Manufacturer  in  Pawtucket.  Mr. 
Claflin's  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  and  private  schools 
of  his  native  town.  In  1842  he  came  to  Providence  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  John  H.  Mason  &  Co.,  Druggists,  on  Wey- 
bosset  Street,  nearly  opposite  the  City  Hotel.  He  afterwards 
was  employed  by  Earl  P.  Mason  &  Co.,  Wholesale  Druggists, 
and  soon  became  a  member  of  this  firm,  and  remained  therein, 
and  in  the  succeeding  firm  of  Snow,  Claflin  &  Co.,  until  1872. 
In  1873  he  purchased  and  succeeded  to  the  business  of  the  late 
Joseph  Balch  &  Sons,  on  South  Main  Street,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  George  L.  Claflin  &  Co.,  where  he  built  up  and 
established  a  prosperous  business,  and  in  the  prosecution  of 
which,  with  his  son  Arthur  W.  Claflin  whom  he  had  taken  into 
co-partnership  with  him,  he  was  found  by  the  messenger  that 
called  him  away.  His  integrity  of  purpose  was  never  questioned, 
and  hence  he  was  generally  respected,  and  called  to  fill  many 
positions  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He  was  a  Director  in  the 
Northern  Bank,  the  Coventry  National  Bank,  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank,  the  Coventry  Savings  Bank,  the  Jackson  Savings 
Bank,  the  Roger  Williams  Insurance  Company  and  the  Union 
Mutual  Insurance  Company.  In  1870  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Providence  from  the  first 
Ward,  and  again  in  1881  and  1882.  In  1874  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  ;  and  in  each  of  these  posi- 
tions, has  left  but  the  memory  of  faithfulness  to  duty,  the  savor 
of  a  good  name,  and  the  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  therein 
came  in  contact.  In  1843  he  joined  the  Congregational  Church 
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then  worshipping  in  Westminster  Hall,  under  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  T.  Waterman,  and  remained  in  that 
relation  until  the  formation  of  the  Central  Congregational 
Church,  when  he  became  one  of  its  corporate  members,  and 
identified  himself  fully  and  generously  with  all  its  interests  and 
purposes  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Swain  ;  and 
since  1859  has  had  the  immediate  charge  of  the  infant  depart- 
ment of  the  kSunday  School  connected  therewith.  On  the  third 
day  of  September,  A.  D.  1850,  he  married  Louisa  Sisson  Whit- 
man, daughter  of  the  late  Christopher  A.  Whitman  of  Coventry 
in  this  State,  and  five  children  resulted  from  this  union,  three 
of  whom  —  Arthur  W.,  William  L.,  and  George  E.,  are  still 
living.  Mr.  Claflin  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1873. 
On  Sunday,  April  4th,  1886,  he  was  taken  from  the  scenes  and 
associations  so  dear  to  him,  to  another  and  better  life.  And  no 
clouds,  or  mists  hang  about  the  life  thus  closed  here,  to  cast  a 
shadow  over  it.  In  all  and  every  act,  he  was  as  open  as  the 
day.  To  be  right,  and  to  do  right,  constituted  his  highest  ambi- 
tion ,  and  were  the  motive  forces  of  his  life  ;  and  the  power  to 
see  the  one,  and  to  perform  the  other,  was  by  him  sought  and 
obtained  from  above.  In  the  darkest  hours,  and  under  the  deep- 
est agitations  of  uncertainty,  his  faith  in  God  never  forsook  him. 
He  believed  the  darkest  night  would  end  in  dawn ,  and  the  dawn 
would  kindle  into  day  :  and  according  to  this  simple  and  restful 
trust,  so  it  was  unto  him.  His  ear  could  not  refuse  to  listen  to 
the  appeal  of  the  troubled  and  distressed,  nor  his  heart  fail  to 
relieve.  Verily,  "he  has  his  reward,"  and  the  witnesses  are  not 
wanting  who  "rise  up  and  call  him  blessed."  Of  his  home,  and 
home  life,  it  may  only  be  said,  its  memory  is  enshrined  in  the 
heart's  best  affections,  as  a  priceless  heritage.  He  rests  well, 
surrounded  with  the  glow  of  his  gracious  deeds. 

THOMAS  ARTHUR  DOYLE  was  born  in  Providence,  March  15, 
1827.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Martha  Doyle.  On  the 
side  of  the  father  he  was  descended  from  a  family  of  well-to-do 
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landholders  in  Ireland  ;  his  grandfather  having  taken  part  in  the 
Rebellion  led  by  Robert  Emmet,  lost  his  estate  and  the  family 
came  to  America.  The  maiden  name  of  Thomas  A.  Doyle's 
mother  was  Martha  Jones  ;  her  family  were  of  New  England 
Puritan  stock  and  her  father,  Gershom  Jones,  was  an  esteemed 
citizen  of  Providence,  in  high  repute  for  simple  uprightness  and 
truth.  He  was  engaged  in  mechanical  pursuits. 

The  education  of  Thomas  A .  Doyle  was  conducted  first  in  the 
school  of  Dr.  P.  W.  Ferris,  from  which  he  passed  to  the  in- 
struction of  Mr.  Luther  Ainsworth  at  a  private  school  kept  by 
that  gentleman.  When  the  public  schools  of  Providence  were 
re-organized  we  find  Mr.  Doyle  a  scholar  in  one  of  these  schools 
in  what  was  then  the  fifth  ward  of  the  city.  The  father  of 
Thomas  dying  when  the  lad  was  about  fourteen,  it  became  nec- 
essary for  him  to  aid  by  his  industry  his  widowed  mother  left 
with  tlie  care  of  seven  children.  Thomas  entered  the  office  of 
Benjamin  Cozzens,  representing  the  Crompton  Mills ;  in  this 
office  he  remained  five  years  and  then  found  employment  in  that 
of  Jacob  Dunnell  &  Co.,  where  his  employment  continued  some 
five  years  also.  In  1853  we  find  him  recognized  as  competent 
and  trustworthy  by  the  business  men  who  had  formed  the  Gro- 
cers' and  Producers'  Bank,  of  which  Mr.  Doyle  was  appointed 
Cashier  ;  a  position  which  he  maintained  for  two  years  ;  at  the 
end  of  this  time  he  entered  upon  business  for  himself,  as  a  Stock 
Broker  and  Auctioneer.  He  had  already  taken  an  interest  in 
city  politics  and  after  serving  as  ward  clerk  had  been  elected  to 
the  Common  Council  from  the  fifth  ward  being  then  but  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  Here  his  native  wit  and  striking  quickness 
of  apprehension,  and  the  ease  and  fluency  with  which  he  dis- 
cussed questions  of  public  interest  gained  him  prompt  recogni- 
tion. During  the  years  1854-55  he  was  President  of  the  Council 
and  gained  familiarity  with  the  details  of  municipal  government 
which  employed  the  best  years  of  his  life. 

The  first  election  of  Mr.  Doyle  to  the  office  of  Mayor  was  in 
1864.  His  life  from  this  time  forth  was  one  with  the  life  of  the 
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City  of  Providence ;  for  he  occupied  this  office  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  interval  of  a  year  and  another  of  three  years,  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  all  about  eighteen  years.  Even  in  the 
interval  in  which  the  Mayor's  office  was  occupied  by  others,  he 
was  not  idle  but  during  one  of  these  years  sat  as  Senator  for 
Providence  in  the  General  Assembly. 

The  City  of  Providence  gives  evidence  on  every  hand  to  the 
pains-taking  and  intelligent  interest  of  Mayor  Doyle.  The  City 
Hall,  and  to  a  great  extent  the  Public  School  buildings,  were 
erected  under  his  administration  and  with  his  personal  care  be- 
stowed upon  their  construction.  The  Police  Department  and  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  are  largely  indebted  to  his  urgency 
and  industry  in  putting  them  upon  a  good  working  basis.  Much 
of  his  work  for  the  city  was  urged  against  great  prejudice  and 
public  inertia,  but  is  admitted  to  have  placed  the  community  in 
the  debt  of  the  tireless  public  spirit  of  the  Mayor,  who  insisted 
upon  a  progressive  policy  in  the  municipal  administration. 

The  last  election  of  Mayor  Doyle  was  a  popular  tribute  of 
confidence  in  the  honesty,* integrity  and  capability  of  a  tried  ser- 
vant of  the  people  ;  for  the  prospect  of  the  necessity  for  large 
outlay  for  the  city  seemed  as  by  an  instinctive  suggestion  to 
point  to  the  man,  who  would  spend  lavishly  but  apply  prudently 
the  money  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  interest  of  the  city  alone. 
Indeed,  the  career  of  this  public  official  was  signal  tor  upright- 
ness, and  simple,  straightforward  candor.  His  opponents  had 
easy  access  to  his  thoughts,  for  he  had  nothing  to  conceal ;  and 
those  who  opposed  him  were  opposing  convictions  and  principles 
of  action  for  the  public  good,  as  he  conceived  it.  No  cleaner 
record  or  simpler-minded  man  can  be  produced  in  the  annals  of 
the  public  life  of  the  City  of  Providence.  His  labor,  his  love 
and  his  life  were  spent  upon  the  city  in  which  he  was  born. 

No  sketch  of  Mr.  Doyle's  life  would  be  complete  without  a 
reference  to  his  interest  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  which  he 
was  elected  a  member  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  Oct.  28,  1857.  He 
became  Master  of  the  Lodge  in  1859.  He  was  Grand  Secretarv 
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for  three  years  ;  Grand  Master  of  Masons  for  seven  years  ;  High 
Priest  for  four  years  ;  Grand  High  Priest  for  seven  years.  He 
became  a  Knight  of  the  Temple  in  St.  John's  Commandery  in 
1865,  and  held  the  offices  of  Commander  of  St.  John's  Com- 
mandery and  Calvary  Commandery  ;  he  filled  also  the  offices  of 
Grand  Prelate,  Grand  Captain -General  and  Grand  Generalis- 
simo. He  was  for  many  years  Deputy  of  the. Supreme  Council 
of  the  Thirty -Third  Degree. 

The  public  schools  have  been  referred  to  as  the  objects  of 
Mayor  Doyle's  care.  Of  the  School  Committee  he  was  eighteen 
years  a  member,  familiar  with  the  smallest  details  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  schools  and  always  ready  with  his  counsel  and  pres- 
ence to  contribute  to  the  practical  enforcement  of  what  seemed 
to  him  a  wise  administration.  He  was  the  friend  and  adviser  of 
young  men,  and  his  accessibility  to  their  inquiries  made  grave 
demands  upon  his  time  and  strength. 

Mr.  Doyle  was  commanding  in  presence  and  chivalrous  in  his 
deportment  to  all  who  approached  him.  He  had  a  genuine  love 
of  his  kind  and  a  quick  sympathy  for  all  their  struggles.  His 
ministrations  to  the  unfortunate  were  the  acts  of  a  personal 
friend  rather  than  of  a  city  official. 

As  a  public  speaker  Mr.  Doyle  was  ready  and  vigorous.  His 
documents  presented  evidence  of  careful  maturing,  and  even  his 
ex  tempore  utterances  upon  the  platform  were  singularly  clear, 
concise  and  full  of  eloquence.  His  acquirements  were  consider- 
able, and  in  view  of  his  early  enforced  absence  from  school, 
the  range  and  accuracy  of  his  knowledge  was  remarkable.  He 
was  for  many  years  a  leading  editorial  writer  upon  municipal 
affairs  for  The  Providence  Journal,  and  in  New  England  he 
came  to  be  regarded  as  an  authority  upon  all  questions  touching 
the  practical  conduct  of  City  Government. 

Mr.  Doyle  was  a  man  of  sensitive  conscience,  quick  moral 
susceptibility  and  deep  religious  feeling.  He  was  by  ecclesiasti- 
cal association  a  Unitarian,  firm  in  his  convictions  of  the  truth 
of  that  faith,  and  for  many  years  a  consistent  and  honored  mem- 
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her  and  officer  in  the  First  Congregational  Church  ;  but  his 
sympathies  were  wider  than  church  lines  and  all  good  men  he 
counted  his  brothers  in  faith  and  good  works. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
in  1851,  and  was  always  actively  interested  in  the  pursuits  and 
objects  of  this  Society. 

On  Oct.  21,  1869,  Mr.  Doyle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Al- 
mira  Sprague,  who  survives  him,  without  children. 

Thomas  Arthur  Doyle  died  June  9,  188 6,.  of  cerebral  hem- 
orrhage. The  whole  city  mourned  for  him  and  followed  him  to 
his  burial. 

HENRY  LEWIS  FAIRBROTHER,  son  of  Lewis  and  Harriet 
(May)  Fairbrother,  was  born  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  October  7th, 
1838.  His  early  education  was  received  at  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  later  at  the  University  Grammar  School  in 
Providence.  He  was  fitted  for  College  at  Pierce  Academy, 
Middleborough,  Mass.,  but  on  completing  his  preparation  he  felt 
so  disinclined  for  further  study,  and  so  eager  to  enter  upon  a  busi- 
ness career,  that  his  father  associated  him  with  himself  in  the 
manufacture  of  leather  belting,  an  industry  which  he  had  begun 
in  a  small  way  in  1834,  the  first — except  a  small  tannery  at 
Attleboro  —  to  be  started  in  New  England. 

On  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Fairbrother  became  a  partner 
with  his  father,  and  in  1865  on  the  retirement  of  the  senior  part- 
ner, he  formed  with  Mr.  Henri  E.  Bacon,  the  firm  of  H.  L. 
Fairbrother  &  Co.,  which  continued  till  1870,  when  Mr.  Bacon 
retired  and  Mr.  Fairbrother  assumed  entire  control  of  the  busi- 
ness, still  retaining  the  same  firm  name  and  earning  a  well  de- 
served reputation  for  the  manufacture  of  fine  belting,  not  only 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada,  but  also  in  England, 
Germany  and  Russia,  until  the  position  of  leader  was  conceded 
to  him  by  the  tannery  interests  of  New  England.  His  business 
methods  and  relations  were  honorable  and  of  unimpeachable  in- 
tegrity, and  through  his  own  enterprise  and  untiring  energy  he 
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converted  the  simple  tannery,  with  one  vat  in  1834,  into  a  busi- 
ness of  half  a  million  a  year. 

Mr.  iTairbrother  was  well  known  throughout  the  State.  He 
was  remarkably  well  read,  and  in  the  broadest  sense  a  true  lover 
of  literature.  While  often  regretting  not  having  taken  a  colle- 
giate course  he  endeavored  to  make  up  for  the  lack  by  persistent 
study.  He  kept  himself  fully  informed  on  the  current  topics  of 
the  day,  and  possessing  an  excellent  memory,  a  quick  perception 
of  the  ludicrous,  added  to  a  keen  wit  and  a  thoroughly  genial 
nature,  he  became  early  in  life  a  universal  favorite. 

Never  ostentatious  in  his  deeds  of  charity,  he  gave  generous 
aid  to  the  church  which  he  attended,  to  the  University,  and  to 
Societies  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  ;  and  was  especially  thoughtful 
of  those  who  needed  a  helping  hand  in  their  daily  life,  of  whom 
there  are  many  to  bear  testimony  to  the  kindness  which  they  re- 
ceived at  his  hands, — particularly  in  his  native  town,  where 
"none  name  him  but  to  praise." 

Mr.  Fairbrother  was  always  an  outspoken  Democrat,  but  he 
never  took  any  active  part  in  politics,  nor  accepted  office,  though 
more  than  once  tendered  him,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies 
to  his  business  rather  than  to  public  life.  He  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Providence,  R.  1.,  February  16,  1886. 

Mr.  Fairbrother  married  Adele,  daughter  of  the  late  Gov- 
ernor Charles  Jackson,  of  Providence,  who  survives  him  with  a 
son  and  a  daughter. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1874. 

DANIEL  ROWLAND  GREENE,  son  of  Rowland  and  Nancy 
(Brown)  Greene,  was  born  in  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island, 
on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1807.  He  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  his  native  town,  at  the  Kent  Academy  and  at  a 
select  school  in  South  Kingstown,  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Caleb  Fiske,  a  celebrated  physician  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  at- 
tended a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Harvard  Medical  School  in 
Boston,  and,  without  taking  his  degree,  began  in  1833,  the 
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practice  of  medicine  in  the  village  of  Natick  in  the  town  of  War- 
wick. He  remained  in  Natick  for  about  eight  years  and  then 
removed  to  East  Greenwich,  where  he  resided  and  continued 
the  practice  of  his  profession  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Dr.  Greene  adopted  the  practice  of  Homoeopathy  on  the  in- 
troduction of  that  dogma  with  the  profession,  and  announced 
himself  as  a  follower  of  Hahnemann  among  the  earliest  disciples 
of  that  school,  but  he  made  very  little  change  in  his  practice. 
He  always  in  his  prescriptions  preferred  the  placebo  to  the  more 
potent  remedy,  and  he  continued  the  use  of  opiates  in  various 
forms  :  sometimes  in  heroic  and  never  in  infinitesimal  doses. 
From  his  natural  temperament  he  avoided  the  practice  of  surgery 
and  the  sight  of  blood,  which  caused  him  to  faint.  He  avoided 
too,  as  much  as  possible,  attendance  upon  severe  cases  of  illness 
which  were  likely  to  prove  fatal  in  his  hands.  He  took  no 
interest  in  the  current  medical  literature,  and,  as  he  often  said, 
rarely  read  a  medical  book.  With  these  marked  peculiarities, 
which  he  made  no  attempt  to  cover  up  but  in  which  he  rather 
took  pride,  he  yet  had  a  large  patronage  in  East  Greenwich 
and  the  adjoining  towns  and  in  remoter  parts  of  the  State,  as 
well  as  in  the  City  of  Providence,  where  he  had  an  office  which 
he  visited  daily. 

Dr.  Greene  had  a  taste  for  light  literature  and  music  and  for  art 
generally,  cultivated  in  some  measure  in  early  life  and  pursued 
in  his  busier  years  for  his  own  pleasure  and  amusement.  He 
published  in  the  East  Greenwich  local  paper — the  Pendulum — a 
series  of  articles  on  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people  of 
this  neighborhood  in  the  old  colonial  days  and  in  Revolutionary 
times.  This  led  to  his  preparing  a  history  of  the  town  in  the 
centennial  year,  1876,  a  work  which  gave  satisfaction  to  all  par- 
ties interested,  and  which  lent  to  his  name  fame  and  notoriety 
more  than  any  other  work  of  his  life.  The  edition  published 
of  this  local  history  had  become  exhausted  and  it  wras  his  pur- 
pose to  prepare  a  new  one  at  an  early  day,  with  such  additions 
and  corrections  as  subsequent  and  more  thorough  investigations 
had  enabled  him  to  make. 
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Dr.  Greene  was  twice  married  :  first  in  1833,  to  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  George  Hazard  of  South  Kingstown .  She  died  in 
1834,  leaving  a  son,  who  died  in  childhood.  A  second  time  to 
Susan,  daughter  of  Samuel  Proud,  of  this  town.  She  died  in 
1851,  without  issue. 

For  several  months  previous  to  his  decease,  Dr.  Greene  had 
been  in  feeble  health,  growing  more  and  more  infirm  until  he 
passed  quietly  from  life  on  Saturday  evening,  at  eight  o'clock, 
November  6,  1886.  He  joined  this  Society  in  188-1. 

DANIEL  WANTON  LYBIAN  was  born  in  Providence,  January 
24th  1844,  and  died  in  the  city  of  his  birth,  December  19, 
1886,  at  the  age  of  nearly  forty-three  years.  He  was  the  son 
of  Henry  Bull  Lyman  and  Caroline,  daughter  of  Elisha  Dyer, 
and  grandson  of  Daniel  Lyman,  who  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  1776,  was  a  Colonel  in  the  Continental  army,  and  afterwards 
became  Judge  and  Chief  Justice  of  this  State.  The  family  of 
Lyman  can  be  traced  back  to  the  distinguished  Colonial  General, 
Phineas  Lyman,  of  Connecticut,  who  did  gallant  service  in  the 
French  and  Indian  wars. 

The  name  of  "Wanton"  comes  from  his  relationship  with  the 
family  of  Governor  Wanton,  made  Governor  under  the  Royal 
Charter  in  1775,  and  deposed  on  account  of  his  tory  sympathies. 
Having  thus  briefly  sketched  the  inherited  claims  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Wanton  Lyman  to  a  most  respectable  ancestry,  I  will  proceed 
in  a  few  words  to  speak  of  him  as  a  man  of  business,  legislator, 
benefactor  and  son.  He  was  the  last  male  representative  of.  his 
name,  and  stood  before  the  world  as  the  single  survivor  bearing 
the  name  of  Lyman,  of  a  once  numerous  and  prominent  family. 
He  came  after  the  death  of  his  parents  into  the  possession  of  a 
handsome  property,  the  income  of  which  by  his  economy  and 
careful  management  he  largely  increased.  He  had  no  adviser 
or  financial  agent  to  assist  him  but  relied  on  his  own  judgment. 
All  this  required  great  industry,  much  system  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  details  of  his  business  affairs.  Quietly,  unos- 
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tentatiously  and  cautiously  he  gathered  up  his  income,  laid  out 
his  plans,  and  made  his  permanent  investments. 

Mr.  Lyman's  legal  residence  being  in  North  Providence,  he 
was  repeatedly  chosen  to  represent  that  Town  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate. I  feel  authorized  to  say  that  as  Senator  he  deported  himself 
with  dignity  and  ability.  He  was  assiduous  in  the  performance 
of  his  official  duties  ;  studied  carefully  the  forms  of  legislative 
proceedings  and  the  bearings  of  the  many  questions  which  came 
up  for  consideration.  He  was  conservative  in  his  opinions  and 
strictly  loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State.  He  was  an  easy 
and  fluent  debater,  and  while  he  seldom  if  ever  made  elaborate 
speeches,  frequently  took  part  in  matters  under  discussion  and 
expressed  his  views  in  forcible  language  and  with  a  graceful  de- 
livery. His  intercourse  with  the  members  was  candid  and  gen- 
tlemanly, and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  he  was  a  general 
favorite  and  much  respected.  As  a  benefactor  he  was  an  en- 
igma, little  known  or  understood.  Many  thought  him  intent 
only  on  accumulation,  and  like  the  rich  man  described  in  the 
Bible,  desirous  to  heap  up  riches  not  knowing  who  should  gather 
them.  His  last  will  and  testament  tells  a  different  story  and 
shows  that  he  was  a  large-hearted  and  generous  friend  and  a  liberal 
benefactor  of  many  of  the  important  charities  and  institutions  of 
the  city  of  his  birth.  Seldom  does  it  happen  that  a  person  so 
young  and  rich  dies  leaving  so  pure  and  exemplary  a  record  as 
that  of  Mr.  Lyman.  The  crowning  glory  of  his  life,  after  all, 
was  his  tender  and  devoted  affection  for  his  mother.  Nothing 
that  he  could  do  to  promote  her  comfort  and  happiness  was  ne- 
glected. Neither  the  claims  of  business  nor  the  attractions  of 
society  kept  him  from  his  watchful  care  of  his  mother.  To  be 
with  her  and  to  minister  to  her  every  want  and  help  her  to  bear 
the  burdens  of  age  and  sickness  was  the  absorbing  desire  of  his 
heart,  and  it  forms  a  beautiful  trait  in  his  character. 

Mr.  Lyman  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
Providence,  and  in  1860  entered  Brown  University  as  a  special 
student  and  there  pursued  studies  for  nearly  three  years.  After 
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leaving  College  he  was  soon  commissioned  as  Captain  in  the 
Fifth  Regiment  of  Rhode  Island  Militia,  and  served  as  Adjutant 
of  the  Regiment  and  afterwards,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  on  the 
Staff  of  the  Major-General  of  the  State  Militia.  In  May,  1869, 
he  was  appointed,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  on  the  Staff  of  Gov- 
ernor Padelford,  and  held  the  position  until  May,  1873. 

He  was  also  by  hereditary  descent  a  member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  on  the  revival  of  the  So- 
ciety in  this  State,  he  took  the  place  of  his  grandfather,  Judge 
Daniel  Lyman,  who  was  President  from  1818  to  his  death  in 
1830. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety in  1873,  and  in  his  will  made  a  conditional  provision  for 
its  benefit. 


EDWARD  CARRINGTON  MAURAN  was  born  in  Providence, 
March  27th,  1820,  and  died  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  June  5th, 
1886.  He  possesed  the  manly  traits  of  a  family  that  came  from 
Villafranca,  near  Nice,  Italy,*  and  settled  in  this  State  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century. 

The  brothers,  Suchet,  Dr.  Joseph,  Carlos  and  Joshua  were 
accounted,  in  their  time,  among  the  most  enterprising  and  useful 
citizens  of  Providence,  where  they  all  lived.  • 

They  were  excellent  types  of  what  American  citizens  should 
be,— rdiligent  in  business,  faithful  to  their  obligations,  and  meet- 
ing the  responsibilities  of  life  with  energy.  Captain  Nat. 
Mauran,  a  whole-souled,  brave  and  generous  man,  [took  a 
conspicuous  part  in  suppressing  the  Dorr  Rebellion. 

Edward  C.  Mauran,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  son  of 
Captain  Joshua.  He  inherited  the  characteristics  of  his  father, 
softened  and  modified  by  the  aesthetic  culture  and  fashions  of  his 
time.  He  was  educated  in  the  best  schools,  and  began  life  under 


*Nice  and  Villafranca  are  both  at  present  in  France. 
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the  refining  influences  of  advanced  courses  of  instruction,  sup- 
plemented in  subsequent  years  by  extensive  travel  and  residence 
in  foreign  countries. 

He  was  a  thorough  and  capable  man  of  business,  and  no 
better  illustration  of  this  statement  can  be  found  than  in  the  ex- 
cellent obituary  of  him  signed  "R.,"  in  the  Providence  Journal 
of  June  10,  1886,  as  follows  : 

"As  Adjutant-General  of  Rhode  Island  for  many  years,  in- 
cluding the  period  of  the  civil  war,  when  he  received  the  high  ap- 
probation of  the  Department  of  War  for  his  administration  of 
affairs,  to  the  time  of  his  voluntary  retirement,  when  the  General 
Assembly  tendered  him  their  thanks  for  his  efficient  services, 
his  record  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  his  native  State." 

General  Mauran,  was,  it  must  be  inferred,  an  admirer,  of  art, 
and  greatly  enjoyed  the  Art  Galleries  of  Europe,  in  which 
doubtless  he  spent  much  time  in  his  later  years.  It  was  a 
pleasure  to  listen  to  his  descriptions  and  criticisms  of  various 
masterpieces  of  art  found  in  different  quarters  of  the  globe. 

He  was  also  a  close  observer  of  the  manners  and  customs  of 
the  people,  and  of  the  forms  of  government  under  which  they 
lived.  His  mind  was  stored  with  varied  information  which  he 
cheerfully  imparted  to  those  of  similar  tastes  with  himself. 

General  Mauran's  conversational  powers  were  remarkable,  and 
with  his  ample  fund  of  curious  and  novel  knowledge  he  could 
hardly  fail  to  make  his  society  interesting  and  agreeable.  He 
had  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  always  daring  to  do  what 
he  thought  right  without  fear  or  favor. 

The  crowning  act  of  his  life  was  when  in  an  humble,  peni- 
tent and  obedient  spirit  he  united  with  the  church  of  Christ  and 
found  that  peace  which  the  world  cannot  give  nor  take  away. 

General   Mauran    became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1878. 

WILLIAM  JONES  MILLER,  died  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  January 
29th,  1886,  aged  68  years  and  ten  days.  He  was  the  son  of 
James,  and  Rebecca,  (Smith,  Monro,)  Miller,  and  was  born 
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in  Bristol,  1818,  January  19th.  His  ancestors  for  many  years 
previously,  in  both  the  paternal  and  the  maternal  line,  lived  and 
died  in  Bristol  County.  Among  them  was  Richard  Smith,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  and  its  first  town  Clerk  (1684). 
His  grandfather,  Nelson  Miller,  enlisted  early  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  served  continuously  until  the  capture  of  Corn- 
wallis  at  Yorktown. 

Mr.  Miller  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Bristol,  and  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  entered  the  office  of  the 
Bristol  Gazette,  afterwards  the  Phenix,  then  published  by  the 
late  Wm.  H.  S.  Bavley,  as  an  apprentice  at  the  printing  busi- 
ness. As  a  boy  he  had  been  noted  for  his  quiet  habits  and 
love  of  reading.  This  probably  led  him  to  the  printing-office. 
At  the  close  of  his  apprenticeship  in  1836  he  went  to  Providence 
and  was  employed  as  a  compositor  in  the  office  of  the  Journal, 
and  soon  became  foreman  of  the  printing  department.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1842,  when  he  warmly  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  Free  Suffrage  party  under  the  leadership  of  Thomas  W. 
Dorr,  and  with  others  established  a  paper  called  the  Express  and 
New  Age,  the  exponent  of  that  party.  In  1843  he  began  the 
publication  of  the  Providence  Gazette  and  Chronicle,  edited  by 
the  late  Joseph  M.  Church,  and  continued  in  this  work  until 
1845,  when  he  was  appointed  by  President  Polk,  Collector  of  the 
Customs  for  the  District  of  Bristol  and  Warren.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  office,  in  company  with  the  late  Col.  Welcome 
B.  Sayles,  he  established  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Post,  and  sub- 
sequently in  connexion  witli  Mr.  William  Simons  they  purchased 
the  Republican  Herald.  With  this  paper  Mr.  Miller  was  ac- 
tively connected  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  in  1861, 
and  a  frequent  contributor  to  its  columns  afterwards.  In  1853 
and  1863  he  was  chosen  first  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. In  1856,  1864,  and  1872  he  was  one  of  the  delegates 
from  this  State  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  for  the 
nomination  of  a  candidate  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States, 
and  fora  number  of  vears  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  the 
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office  of  Secretary  of  State  of  Rhode  Island.  In  1859,  1870  and 
1871,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Bristol, 
and  during  the  two  latter  years  served  as  president  of  that  body. 
In  1873  and  1874,  he  was  elected  by  a  constituency  largely  Re- 
publican, a  member  of  the  General  Assembly.  Between  1866 
and  1884,  he  served  seventeen  years  actively  and  efficiently  upon 
the  School  Committee  of  Bristol.  He  was  Superintendent  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Bristol  Gas  Light  Co.,  and  of  the  Willimantic 
Gas  Light  Co.,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Bristol  and  Warren 
Water  Co.,  from  the  first  organization  of  each  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death  ;  his  service  in  the  first-named  Company  covering  a  pe- 
riod of  twenty-eight  years.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Bristol,  during  seven 
of  which  he  was  President  of  the  Society.  For  the  last  twelve 
years  of  his  life  (from  1873)  he  was  a  member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society,  in  whose  progress  and  success  he  felt  a 
deep  interest ;  and  it  was  mainly  through  his  active  exertions, 
that  in  August,  1875,  the  Society  celebrated  the  two  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  King  Philip  by  appropriate  commem- 
orative exercises,  and  by  placing  a  massive  boulder,  suitably 
inscribed,  near  the  spot  upon  Mount  Hope,  where  Philip  fell. 

From  his  boyhood  Mr.  Miller  was  very  fond  of  history  and 
biography,  especially  of  all  that  related  to  the  first  settlement 
and  the  first  settlers  of  his  native  town,  and  of  Plymouth  Col- 
ony, and  of  the  aboriginal  tribes  that  dwelt  in  that  Colony,  and 
in  Rhode  Island,  before  and  at  the  coming  of  the  Pilgrims.  He 
even  extended  his  inquiries  to  the  traditional  voyages  of  the 
Northmen  to  the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay.  For  many  years, 
every  hour  that  could  be  spared  from  private  business  or  public 
duties,  he  devoted  to  the  investigation  of  these  subjects.  This 
study  seemed  to  be  one  of  the  chief  pleasures  of  his  maturer  life. 
Some  of  the  results  he  has  given  to  the  public  in  three  papers 
read  before  this  Society  in  1874,  1875  and  1876,  and  afterwards 
in  1880,  published  in  book  form,  under  the  title  [2d  ed.,  1885] 
"King  Philip  and  the  Wampanodgs  of  Rhode  Island,"  etc. 


NECROLOGY.  7!l 

Necessarily  in  the  main,  a  compilation  of  early  records  and  of 
earlier  traditions,  this  work  still  exhibits  great  industry  and  ex- 
haustiveness  of  research  in  a  scholarly  style,  and  by  bringing 
together  in  a  compact  form  and  in  a  chronological  order  these 
scattered  records  and  traditions,  serves  a  most  valuable  purpose 
in  presenting  all  that  is  known  of  a  tribe  said  at  one  time  to 
number  three  thousand  warriors,  and  whose  domain  extended 
from  the  Narragansett  on  the  west  to  the  sea  upon  the  south  and 
east,  embracing  all  of  the  territory,  including  the  great  islands 
"Nantuckett,  and  Nope,"  now  Martha's  Vineyard,  covered  by 
the  New  Plymouth  Patent. 

This  simple  record  of  Mr.  Miller's  life  is  his  best  encomium. 

It  is  believed  that  every  trust,  whether  private  or  public, 
committed  to  him,  was  executed  with  entire  fidelity,  so  as  to 
command  the  confidence  of  those  who  employed  him  and  win 
the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Miller  was  an  affectionate  husband,  an  indulgent  father, 
a  good  citizen  ;  frank  but  always  courteous  ;  of  marked  hospi- 
tality, and  a  consistent  Christian. 

He  was  twice  married  :  first,  to  Lydia  Mason,  daughter  of 
Luther  Bushee  of  Providence;  the  second  time  to  Abby  F., 
daughter  of  Hiram  Luther  of  Bristol,  who  with  two  sons  sur- 
vives him. 

SAMUEL  HAZARD  WALES,  son  of  Atherton  and  Elizabeth 
(Hazard)  Wales,  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  March  19th, 
1810.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Nathaniel  Wales,  ship- 
wright, who  came  to  this  country  from  Dorchester,  England,  in 
the  same  ship  with  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather  in  1635,  and  in 
1654  settled  in  Boston. 

As  a  boy  he  worked  on  his  brother's  farm,  and  at  sixteen 
years  of  age  was  apprenticed  to  George  S.  Tompkins  to  learn  the 
clock  and  watch  making  business,  which  he  followed  the  larger 
part  of  his  life, —  for  a  long  time  having  a  shop  in  the  old 
"Coffee  House,"  on  Market  Square  and  afterwards  on  West- 
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minster  Street.  In  1875  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  License  Commissioners  and  held  that  office  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  life. 

Mr.  Wales  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Company  of 
Volunteers  which  quelled  the  Olney  Street  riot  in  1831,  and  was 
elected  lieutenant-colonel  of  that  Company  in  18.33.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1868,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Franklin  Lyceum, 
and  in  1881  President  of  the  Horticultural  Society.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Veteran  Citizens'  Association. 

As  a  staunch  Democrat  Mr.  Wales  was  well-known  in  Rhode 
Island,  especially  in  connection  with  the  stirring  times  of  1841 
and  1842,  when  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  Thomas  W. 
Dorr  for  Governor,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  'People's 
Constitution'  as  brought  forward  by  the  Free  Suffrage  Party, 
though  he  could  not  approve  of  the  resort  to  violent  measures. 

Mr.  Wales  died  suddenly  in  Pawrtuxet,  R.  I.,  June  23,  1886. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1831,  he  married  Esther  H.  Hatha- 
way, of  Freetown,  Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children — two 
sons  and  six  daughters. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1874. 
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American  Antiquarian  Society, Worcester, Mass. 

American  Congregational  Association,  Boston, 
Mass. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadel'a,  Pa. 

Bartholdi  Statve,  Committee  of,  New  York 
City. 

Boston  Associated  Charities,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  City  Messenger,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Corporation, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brooklyn  New  England  Society,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Brown  University,  Providence. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society  'Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington. 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Canadian  Institute,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago,  III. 

Chief  of  Engineers,  Washington. 

Chief  Signal  Office,  Washington. 

Cleveland  Journal  of  Science  and  Art,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Commissioner  of  Education,  Washington. 

Copenhagen  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Anti- 
quities, Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

Davenport  Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Dav- 
enport, la. 

Delaware  Historical  Society,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington. 

Department  of  War,  Washington. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Huguenot  Society  of  America,  New  York  City. 

Indiana  Historical  Society,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Iowa  Historical  Society,  Iowa  City,  la. 

Iowa  State  Historical  Society,  Des  Moines,  la. 

Irish  Benevolent  Society  Catholic  Union,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society  .Topeka,  Ks. 

London  Royal  Historical  Society,  London, Eng. 

Lowell  Old  Residents  Historical  Association, 
Lowell,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Board  qf  Railroad  Commissin'rs. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston,Mass. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Manufacturers  of  Jewelry,  Providence. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich. 


New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society, 
Boston,  Mass. 

New  York  Central  Park  Meteorological  Obser- 
vatory, New  York  City. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York  City. 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, New 
York  City. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Newport  Historical  Society,  Newport. 

Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  Taunton,  Mass. 

Oneida  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Providence  Art  Club,  Providence. 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence. 

Providence,  City  of 

Providence  Mechanics  Association,  Providence. 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence. 

Providence  &  Worcester  Railroad,  Providence. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Phila'ia,  Pa. 

Redwood  Library,  Newport. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  State  Charities,  Provi- 
dence. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island,  State  of. 

Sampson,  Murdock  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Science,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington. 

Soldiers  and  Sailors  Historical  Society,  Provi- 
dence. 

St.  John's  Lodge  of  F.  &  A.  Masons,  Provi- 
dence. 

Swedish  Society  of  Antiquities,  Kristiania, 
Sweden. 

Tennessee  Historical  Society,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Travellers'  Insurance  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Union  for  Christian  Work,  Providence. 

United  States  Civil  Service  Commission, 
Washington. 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. 

United  States  Department  of  War. 

United  States  Geological  Survey. 

United  States  Treasury  Department. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Va. 

Washington  Anthropological  Society,  Wash- 
ington. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O^ 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison, 
Wi5. 

Woman's  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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Hale,  Horatio,  Clinton,  Canada. 

Hall,  Mrs.  Emily  J.,  Providence. 

Harris,  Mrs.  Avis  L.,  Providence. 
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Haynes,  Lyman,  New  York  City. 
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Horton,  Victor  F.,  Johnston. 
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Pitts,  Thomas,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Preston,  W.  Howard,  Providence. 

Read,  J.  H.,  Providence. 

Rhodes,  Edward  S.,  Providence. 

Richards,  Mrs.  M.  P.,  South  Natick,  Mass. 

Rider,  Sidney  S.,  Providence. 


Robbins,  Gilbert  F.,  Providence. 

Rogers,  Mrs.  Robert,  Bristol. 

Root,  Rev.  James  P.,  Providence. 

Saunders,  Mrs.  Edwin,  Warren. 

Schbnwalder,  Dr.,  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 

Sellew,  Clinton  D.,  Providence; 

Shepard,  Mrs.  Thomas  P.,  Providence. 

Shepardson,  Rev.  F.  W.,  Graniteville. 

Short,  Mrs.  Hannah,  Lime  Rock. 

Smith,  N.  J.,  Providence. 

Smith,  Sandford  B.,  Providence. 

Spicer,  William  A.,  Providence. 

Spooner,  Henry  J.,  Providence. 

Stanhope,  Edward,  E.  Greenwich. 

Steere,  Henry  J.,  Providence. 

Stevens,  B.  F.,  London,  Eng. 

Stockwell,  George  H.,  Providence. 

Stockwell,  Thomas  B.,  Providence. 

Stockwell,  John  C.,  New  York  City. 

Stoddard,  Mrs.  Frances  Mary,  Providence. 

Stone,  Waterman,  Providence. 

Talbot,  Mrs.  M.  A.,  Providence. 

Tarbell,  Horace  S.,  Providence. 

Taylor,  Rev.  Jeremy,  Providence. 

Tilton,  Rev.  George  H.,  Rehoboth,  Mass. 

Trumbull,  J.  Hammond,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Updike,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bigelow,  Boston,  Mass. 

Vinton,  Mrs.  Frances  J.,  Providence. 

Vose,  George  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Walcott,  Henry  L.,  Providence. 

Walker,  Mrs.  Hope  P.,  Bristol. 

Walker,  John  P.,  Providence. 

Washburn,  John  D.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Webb,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Providence. 

Webster,  J.  L.,  Providence. 

Weeks,  John  A.,  New  York. 

Wheeler,  Richard  A.,  Stonington,  Conn. 
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*Deceased. 


.     RESIDENT    MEMBERS. 


85 


ELECTED. 

1886.  Dews,  Joseph 

1881.  Dixon,  Nathan  F. 
1877.  Doringh,  Charles  H.  R. 
1877.  Dorrance,  Samuel  R. 

1882.  Douglas,  William  W. 
1851.  Doyle,  Thomas  A.* 

1875.  Dunnell,  William  Wanton 

1877.  Durfee,  Charles  S. 

1849.  Durfee,  Thomas 
1838.  Dyer,  Elisha 

1873.  Eames,  Benjamin  T. 

1886.  Earle,  Charles  R. 
1856.  Ely,  James  W.  C. 
1862.  Ely,  William  D. 
1858.  Everett,  Richmond  P. 

1874.  Fairbrother,  Henry  L.* 

1876.  Fay,  Henry  H. 

1882.  Fisher,  Addison  Q. 

1878.  Fisher,  Charles  H. 
1885.  Fitzgerald,  O.  Edward 
1881.  Foster,  William  E. 

1887.  Gammell,  Arthur  Amory* 
1855.  Gammell,  Asa  Messer 

1875.  Gammell,  Robert  Ives 
1844.  Gammell,  William 

1884.  Gammell,  William,  Jr. 
1875.  Gardner,  Henry  W. 

1885.  George,  Charles  H. 

1880.  Goddard,  Francis  W. 

1881.  Goddard,  Moses  B.  I. 

1850.  Goddard,  William 

1883.  Goodwin,  Daniel 

1875.  Grant,  Henry  T. 

1881.  Greene,  Daniel  H.* 

1878.  Greene,  Edward  A. 

1876.  Greene,  Henry  L. 

1877.  Greene,  W.  Maxwell 

1879.  Greer,  David  H. 
1883.  Gregory,  Harry 
1872.  Grosvenor,  William 
1872.  Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 
1887.  Guild,  Reuben  A. 

1882.  Hall,  Jennison  C. 

*Deceased. 


ELECTED. 

1878.  Hall,  Robert 

1879.  Hammond,  B.  B.* 

1878.  Harkness,  Albert 
1874.  Harrington,  Henry  A. 

1884.  Harris,  William  A. 
1883.  Harson,  M.  Joseph 
1871.  Hazard,  Rowland 

1881.  Hersey,  George  D. 
1873.  Hidden,  Henry  A. 

1873.  Hidden,  James  C. 

1874.  Hill,  Thomas  J. 
1874.  Holbrook,  Albert 
1874.  Hopkins,  William  H. 
1887.  Hopkins,  William  H.,  2d. 

1871.  Hoppin,  Frederic  S. 

1880.  Hoppin,  William  W. 

1885.  Horton,  Henry  A. 
1843.  Howland,  John  A. 
1885.  Howland,  Richard  S. 

1882.  Hoyt,  David  W. 

1882.  Jackson,  W.  F.  B. 
1867.  Jencks,  Albert  V. 

1881.  Johnson,  Joseph  C. 
1885.  Johnson,  Oliver 
1874.  Johnson,  William  S. 
1880.  Jones,  Augustine 

1883.  Kendall,  Hiram 
1880.  Kenyon,  James  S. 
1876.  Kimball,  James  M. 

1884.  King,  W.  Dehon 

1885.  King,  George  G. 
1885.  King,  LeRoy 
1883.  Klapp,  Lyman 

1879.  Knight,  Edward  B. 
1883.  Ladd,  Herbert  W. 

1885.  Lamb,  Estus* 

1879.  Lincoln,  John  L. 

1880.  Lippitt,  Christopher 
1878.  Lippitt,  Charles  Warren 

1872.  Lippitt,  Henry 

1881.  Littlefield,  Alfred  H. 

1873.  Lyman,  Daniel  W.* 

1886.  Marcy,  Frederic  I. 


RHODE    ISLAND   HISTORICAL    SOCIETY, 


ELECTED. 

1877.  Mason,  Earl  Philip 

1877.  Mason,  Eugene  W. 

1877.  Mason,  George  C. 
1884.  Mason,  George  C.,  Jr. 
1881.  Mason,  John  H. 

1878.  Mauran,  Edward  C.* 

1878.  Mauran,  James  E. 
1883,  Meader,  Lewis  H. 

1876.  Metcalf,  Henry  B.,  Paw'kt. 

1875.  Miller,  Augustus  S. 

1873.  Miller,  William  J.* 

1881.  Miner,  Francis  W. 
1886.  Monro,  H.  Usher 

1876.  Moulton,  Sullivan 

1886.  Mowry,Raymond  G. 

1874.  Mowry,  William  G.  R. 

1877.  Munro,  Bennett  J. 

1882.  Munroe,  Oliver  B. 
1880.  Nichols,  Amos  G. 

1876.  Nickerson,  Edward  I. 
1874.  Nightingale,  George  C.,  Jr. 

1887.  Norris,  Samuel,  Jr. 
1880.  Noyes,  Samuel  M. 

1879.  Olney,  George  H. 

1883.  Olney,  James  H. 
1862.  Ormsbee,  John  Spurr 

1878.  Owen,  Smith 

1870.  Pabodie,  Benjamin  F. 

1874.  Paige,  Charles  F. 
1885.  Page,  Charles  H. 

1883.  Parkhurst,  Charles  H. 
1847.  Parsons,  Charles  W. 

1875.  Parsons,  Henry  L. 

1877.  Pearce,  Edward  D. 

1884.  Peck,  Ira  B. 
1887.  Peck,  Walter  A. 
1887.  Peckham,  Stephen  F. 
1849.  Peckham,  Samuel  W. 
1875.  Pegram,  John  C. 
1858.  Perry,  Amos 

1880.  Perry,  Marsden  J. 
1874.  Persons,  Benjamin  W. 
1873.  Phillips,  Theodore  W. 

*Deceased 


ELECTED. 

1878.  Porter,  Emory  H. 
1887.  Preston,  Howard  W. 
1885.  Reid,  James  A. 
1877.  Richmond,  Walter 
1881.  Roelker,  William  G. 
1866.  Rogers,  Horatio 
1885.  Root,  James  P. 
1856.  Sabin,  Charles 

1877.  Seabury,  Frederick  N. 

1877.  Seagrave,  Caleb 

1874.  Shedd,  J.  Herbert 

1881.  Sheffield,  William  P.,  Jr. 
1885.  Sheldon,  Nicholas 

1879.  Shepley,  George  L. 

1877.  Slater  Horatio  N.,  Jr. 
1883.  Slater,  John  W. 
1883.  Slicer,  Thomas  R. 

1882.  Smith,  Charles  H. 

1875.  Smith,  Edwin  A. 
1869.  Southwick,  Isaac  H. 

1885.  Southwick,  Isaac  H.,  Jr. 
1874.  Spencer,  Gideon  L. 

1876.  Spencer,  Joel  M. 

1880.  Spicer,  William  A. 

1881.  Spooner,  Henry  J. 
1869.  Staples,  William 
1868.  Steere,  Henry  J. 
1879.  Stiness,  John  H. 
1881.  Stone,  Alfred 

1883.  Stone,  Waterman 

1886.  Sturges,  Howard  O. 
1856.  Taft,  Royal  C. 
1883.  Talbot,  Frederick 

1874.  Taylor,  Charles  F. 
1881.  Thomas,  Charles  L. 

1873.  Thurston,  Benjamin  F. 
1881.  Tilley,  R.  Hammett 

1878.  Tillinghast,  James 

1875.  Trippe,  Samuel  G. 
1885.  Tucker,  William  A. 

1874.  Turner,  Henry  E. 
1885.  Updike,  D.  Berkeley 
1883.  Vernon,  Joseph  Peace 


RESIDENT    MEMBERS. 


87 


ELECTED. 

1881.  Vose,  James  G. 

1874.  Wales,  Samuel  H.* 

1884.  Walton,  William  A. 

1861.  Waterman,  Rufus 

1868.  Weeden,  William  B. 

1868.  Westcott,  Amasa  S. 

1884.  White,  Stillman 

1874.  Whitford,  George  W. 

1884.  Wightman,  Augustus  A. 


ELECTED. 

1884.  Wilbour,  Joshua 

1884.  Williams,  Alfred  M. 
1881.  Williams,  Zephaniah 
1886.  Wilson,  Ellery  H. 

1885.  Winsor,  Richard  B. 

1886.  Wood,  Mark  H. 

1887.  Wood,  William  H. 
1876.  Woods,  Marshall 
1885.  Wyman,  John  C. 


*Deceased. 


88  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

LIFE  MEMBERS. 


1872.  George  T.  Paine, 

1872.  Henry  T.  Beckwith, 

1872.  William  Greene,* 

1872.  Rowland  G.  Hazard, 

1872.  Holder  Borden  Bowen, 

1872.  Amasa  M.  Eaton, 

1873.  James  Y.  Smith,* 

1873.  Jarvis  B.  Swan, 

1874.  Benjamin  G.  Pabodie,* 

1875.  Albert  G.  Angell,* 

1876.  William  Ely, 

1877.  Hezekiah  Conant, 
1879.  Samuel  G.  Arnold,* 
1879.  Amos  D.  Lockwood,* 

1879.  Royal  Woodward,* 

1880.  Charles  Gorton, 
1880.  John  P.  Walker,* 
1880.  Alexander  Duncan, 
1883.  John  P.  Mumford, 

1883.  Thomas  P.  I.  Goddard, 

1884.  Henry  G.  Russell, 

1885.  William  G.  Weld, 
1885.  John  Nicholas  Brown, 
1885.  George  Peabody  Wetmore, 

1885.  Harold  Brown. 

1886.  John  W.  Danielson, 

*Deceased. 


Providence. 

Providence. 

Warwick. 

South  Kingstown. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Pawtucket. 

Portsmouth. 

Providence. 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

London,  Eng. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Newport. 

Newport. 

Newport. 

Newport. 

Providence. 


CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 

Elected  since  the  Annual  Meeting,  January,  1885. 


1885.  Franklin  B.  Dexter, 

1885.  Peter  B.  Olney, 

1885.  '    Richard  Olney, 
1885.  William  A.  Mowry, 

1885.  Albert  A.  Folsom, 

1885.  Albert  Jay  Jones, 

1885.  Samuel  Briggs, 

1886.  Ebenezer  W.  Peirce, 

1886.  John  R.  Bartlett, 

1887.  Eaton  W.  Maxcy, 
1887.  '    John  Winslow, 
1887.  G.  A.  Raikes, 


New  Haven,  Ct. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Rome,  Italy. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Freetown,  Mass. 
Washington. 
Troy,  N.  Y. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
London,  Eng. 


HONORARY  MEMBER. 


1886. 


J.  Hammond  Trumbull, 


Hartford,  Ct. 


AUTHORS    OF    NECROLOGICAL    NOTICES. 


AUTHORS  OF  THE  NECROLOGICAL  NOTICES. 


JOHN  RUSSELL  BAKTLETT,       .         .         .  COMPILED 

GEORGE  LYMAN  CLAFLIN,  BARNABAS  B.  HAMMOND,  ESQ. 
THOMAS  ARTHUR  DOYLE,  .  REV.  THOMAS  R.  SLICER 
HENRY  LEWIS  FAIRBROTHER,  MR.  STEPHEN  H.  ARNOLD 
DANIEL  HOWLAND  GREENE,  JAMES  H.  ELDRIDGE,  M.  D. 
DANIEL  WANTON  LYMAN,  .  HON.  WILLIAM  W.  HOPPIN 
EDWARD  CARRINGTON  MAURAN,  HON.  WILLIAM  W.  HOPPIN 
WILLIAM  JONES  MILLER,  .  HON.  J.  RUSSELL  BULLOCK 
SAMUEL  HAZARD  WALES,  .  MR.  STEPHEN  H.  ARNOLD 


12 


90  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


PAGE. 

LIST  OF  OFFICERS 3 

ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS 5 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 10 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS   24 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY 25 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATIONS 30 

REPORTS  OF  THE  PROCURATORS  37 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 39 

DR.  PARSONS'  PAPER  ON  "TOWN  NAMES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND" 42 

MR.  ROWLAND'S    PAPER  ON    "THE   DATE  OF  PASSING   THE    SENTENCE  OF 

BANISHMENT  ON  ROGER  WILLIAMS" 52 

NECROLOGY 64 

LIST  OF  INSTITUTIONS  AND  CORPORATIONS  FROM  WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN 

RECEIVED 81 

LIST  OF  PERSONS  FROM  WHOM  Girrs  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED 82 

LISTS  OF  MEMBERS 84,  88 


THE  HUGUENOTS  AND  THE  EDICT  OF  NANTES. 


A    PAPER   READ   BEFORE 


THE  RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

NOVEMBER  3,   1885, 

BY    WILLIAM    GAMMELL, 
President  of  the  Society. 


PUBLISHED      BY      RE  OJJ  E  S  T  . 


PROVIDENCE  : 

PRINTED    BY    THE    PROVIDENCE    PRESS    COMPANY. 
1886. 


GENTLEMEN  OF  THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY: 

The  twenty-second  day  of  October  just  past  was  the  two 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes.  It  has  been  commemorated  by  descendants  of  the 
Huguenots  in  many  different  parts  of  the  country.  Several 
of  you  have  united  in  a  request  that  I  begin  our  winter 
course  of  Historical  Papers  with  one  relating  to  "  The  Hugue- 
nots and  the  Edict  of  Nantes,"  and  it  is  in  accordance  with 
this  request  that  I  present  to  you  the  following  : 

The  Protestant  Reformation  in  France  had  a  comparatively 
brief  career,  and  finally  came  to  a  disastrous  overthrow. 
While  it  lasted,  however,  it  was  associated  with  resolute  and 
unfaltering  faith,  with  heroic  courage,  and  with  sufferings 
scarcely  paralleled  in  any  other  country  or  at  any  other  period 
of  history.  Its  beginning  was  nearly  coeval  with  its  begin- 
ning in  Germany,  though  well-nigh  independent  of  it,  and  it 
maintained  substantially  the  same  character  in  both  coun- 
tries. It  was  in  both  an  uprising  of  the  human  mind  against 
the  principle  of  absolute  authority  in  matters  of  religion. 
In  both  it  asserted  the  supremacy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
over  the  traditions,  the  usages  and  the  authority  of  the 
Church.  In  neither  country  was  it  really  the  work  of  any 
single  leader.  It  began  in  the  minds  of  thoughtful  people 
before  any  leaders  appeared  and  it  was  the  expression  of  a 
prevailing  sentiment,  of  which  leaders  were  only  the  asserters 
and  exponents.  Indeed,  they  became  leaders  only  as  they 
publicly  declared  the  ideas  and  beliefs,  the  cravings  and 


aspirations  which  already  existed  in  multitudes  of  minds. 
The  Reformation  demanded  that  the  Scriptures  be  given  to 
the  human  race  for  whom  they  were  designed,  instead  of 
being  confined  to  the  priests  alone.  The  invention  of  print- 
ing had  just  made  the  Bible  an  accessible  book  to  all  who 
could  read,  and  multitudes  everywhere  were  searching  for  its 
hitherto  unknown  teachings  and  promises.  In  palaces  and 
in  hovels  they  read  its  sacred  pages  or  heard  them  read,  that 
they  might  learn  the  truths  which  it  contained,  but  which 
had  never  before  been  within  their  reach. 

In  France,  more  generally  than  in  Germany,  the  doctrines 
of  the  Reformation  were  for  a  time  regarded  with  great  favor 
by  the  more  intelligent  classes  of  the  population.  The  rela- 
tions of  the  Gallican  Church  and  the  Papacy  had  been  dis- 
turbed, and  the  popular  fear  of  the  Vatican  had  been  dimin- 
ished in  consequence.  This  was  especially  true  in  the  south- 
easterly portions  of  the  country  which  were  nearest  to 
Switzerland,  in  whose  freer  air  these  doctrines  were  received 
with  singular  readiness.  Their  votaries  were  called  "gospel- 
lers," because  they  encouraged  by  precept  and  by  example  the 
reading  of  the  New  Testament,  and  the  doctrines  which  they 
held  and  which  they  everywhere  taught  to  the  people,  were 
styled  "the  religion,"  as  if  they  were  a  new  gift  to  mankind. 
Many  of  its  early  ministers  were  men  of  learning,  who  had  been 
trained  at  the  Sorbonne  in  Paris,  the  most  illustrious  school  of 
mediaeval  theology.  It  also  early  numbered  among  its  votaries 
men  and  women  of  rank,  officers  of  distinction  in  the  service  of 
the  country  and  even  princes  of  the  royal  blood.  But  its  most 
efficient  propagators  for  a  considerable  period  were  undoubt- 
edly to  be  found  among  the  travelling  traders  of  the  age, 
many  of  whom  had  now  added  the  New  Testament  to  the 
wares  in  which  they  trafficked  alike  at  castle  and  at  cottage, 


all  over  southern  France.  They  were  the  humble  beginners  of 
rural  commerce  and  rural  handicraft,  whom  history  seldom 
mentions  but  who  rendered  invaluable  services  in  the  cen- 
turies to  which  they  belonged.  Those  who  have  looked  over 
the  writings  or  the  Life  of  Palissy  the  Potter,  will  recall  the 
service  he  thus  rendered,  as  he  travelled  over  the  country  in 
promoting  that  beautiful  process  of  enamelling  clay,  which 
he  had  so  laboriously  invented.  Wherever  he  went  in  the 
practice  of  his  art,  with  which  he  at  length  decorated  some 
of  the  grandest  castles  and  palaces  of  the  age,  he  bore  with 
him  copies  of  the  New  Testament  which  he  sold  or  gave  to 
all  who  would  receive  them.  He  was  a  simple  "gospeller" 
— without  church  and  without  creed — a  man  of  extraordinary 
genius  and  of  heroic  Christian  faith,  whom  threatenings 
did  not  disturb  and  persecutions  did  not  destroy.  So  quietly 
for  a  time  did  "  the  religion "  thus  make  progress  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  that  in  many  places  its  services  were 
frequented  almost  as  largely  as  those  of  the  ancient  faith. 
Rural  churches  were  opened  for  conducting  them  on  Sundays 
and  they  were  often  attended  by  many  who  had  already  cele- 
brated the  mass  and  listened  to  the  teachings  of  the  priests. 
The  city  of  Meaux  for  a  time  became  the  centre  of  this 
singular  tolerance.  Here  lived  James  Lefevre  and  William 
Farel,  men  of  education  and  learning,  who  had  been  among 
the  earliest  preachers  of  the  new  faith.  They  had  prepared 
for  their  congregations  a  new  translation  of  the  Evangelists, 
and  when  it  was  finished  they  submitted  it  to  the  kind- 
hearted  bishop  of  the  city,  who  not  only  approved  what  they 
had  done  but  gave  them  assistance  in  publishing  it.  He 
also  found  many  of  his  priests  to  be  non-resident  and  with- 
out vicars,  and  he  invited  Farel,  Lefevre  and  others  to  preach 
in  their  vacant  pulpits,  and  himself  assisted  in  circulating 


their  Four  Gospels  among  the  poor  of  his  diocese.  The 
effects  of  this  new  agency  of  divine  truth  were  soon  visible 
in  the  improved  morals  and  better  lives  of  the  people  of  the 
city  and  its  environs.  But  a  still  more  remarkable  promoter 
of  the  new  faith  appeared  in  the  person  of  Queen  Margaret 
of  Valois,  the  sister  of  Francis  I.,  King  of  France.  She, 
while  residing  in  Paris  at  the  court  of  her  brother,  intro- 
duced certain  Reformed  preachers  into  the  pulpits  of  that 
city,  acting,  possibly,  on  the  principle  that  both  sides  were 
entitled  to  a  hearing.  It  thus  seemed  for  a  time  as  though 
the  new  faith  might  have  at  least  a  fair  field  in  which  to 
assert  and  maintain  its  doctrines.  It  was  also  at  this  time 
that  its  professors  began  to  be  called  Huguenots.  They  had 
not  thus  far  attacked  the  institutions  of  the  Church.  Nor 
had  they  denounced  the  priesthood  and  the  Pope,  as  had  been 
done  so  fiercely  by  the  reformers  in  other  countries.  They 
had  simply  searched  the  Scriptures  and  proclaimed  the  great 
ideas  which  they  had  thus  discovered.  They  were,  therefore, 
scarcely  regarded  as  reformers  nor  did  they  desire  to  be  so 
called.  The  origin  of  the  name  of  Huguenots,  which  they 
now  began  to  bear,  has  received  not  less  than  fifteen  different 
explanations.  It  was  probably  given  to  them  in  derision 
and  taken  from  that  of  some  obscure  or  despised  representa- 
tive of  their  cause.  They,  however,  seem  to  have  preferred 
it  to  every  other  and  to  have  clung  to  it  till  all  others  were 
abandoned.  The  name  soon  became  synonymous  with  here- 
tics and  they  were  placed  beyond  the  protection  of  law  and 
proscribed  as  enemies  of  the  Church  in  every  country  in 
Catholic  Christendom.  That  they  had  been  encouraged  by 
the  Bishop  of  Meaux  and  still  more  that  they  had  been 
favored  by  the  sister  of  the  king,  soon  stirred  the  wrath  of 
the  ecclesiastics  and  called  forth  the  remonstrance  of  the 


Pope.  The  fickle  and  timid  monarch,  dreading  the  papal  dis- 
pleasure, made  amends  for  all  that  had  been  done,  by  a  pro- 
clamation of  atrocious  cruelty  which  proved  to  be  but  the 
beginning  of  that  long  series  of  cruel  enormities  which  finally 
obliterated  nearly  every  vestige  of  Protestantism  from  France. 
In  January,  1535,  at  the  most  magnificent  f£te  which  in  that 
age  Paris  had  ever  beheld,  Francis  I.  solemnly  proclaimed 
his  determination  to  punish  all  heresy  with  death  and  not  to 
spare  even  his  own  children  if  they  should  be  guilty  of  it. 
This  declaration  of  the  King  was  received  with  the  utmost 
delight  by  the  fanatical  multitude  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 
It  was  regarded  as  a  permission — perhaps  as  an  invitation — 
to  begin  the  work  of  slaughtering  heretics  at  that  very  time 
and  on  the  spot  where  it  was  uttered.  The  ceremonies  of 
the  fete  closed  with  the  burning  of  six  Huguenots,  suspended 
from  six  beams  made  to  revolve  in  succession  over  a  flaming 
furnace,  into  which  they  were  dropped  at  each  revolution  till 
they  were  burned  to  death.  Thus  was  planted  in  the  French 
nature  that  appetite  for  Huguenot  blood,  which  for  more 
than  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  fed  itself  on  massacres  and 
butcheries,  on  murders  and  slaughters,  the  enormities  of 
which  no  history  has  fully  described  and  no  imagination  has 
fully  conceived. 

Thus  far  the  Huguenots,  though  they  had  become  very 
numerous,  were  without  any  recognized  leader.  In  this  same 
year  (1535),  John  Calvin  published  at  Basle,  in  Switzerland, 
his  "  Institutes  of  Religion,"  a  book  which  not  only  united 
the  French  Protestants  in  a  common  faith,  but  also  wrought 
their  persecuted  congregations  into  an  ecclesiastical  body  of 
self-governing  believers  who  acknowledged  him  as  their  patri- 
arch and  chief.  A  self-denying  scholar  who,  as  a  student  at 
the  Sorbonne,  had  been  sent  away  from  Paris  because  of  his 


heresies,  he  had  studied  the  profoundest  problems  of  religion 
with  an  ability  and  a  zeal  which  no  man  has  ever  surpassed. 
With  a  mind  of  the  acutest  and  most  comprehensive  order, 
he  embodied  in  his  Institutes  the  doctrines  which  not  only 
gave  character  and  organization  to  the  Protestants  of  France, 
but  have  ever  since  exercised  a  controlling  influence  on  the 
religious  thought  of  at  least  half  of  Protestant  Christendom. 
Seldom  in  human  history  has  the  power  of  a  single  mind 
been  so  deeply  and  so  widely  felt,  not  only  in  his  own  but  in 
subsequent  ages. 

Thus  organized  as  a  religious  body  they  took  another  step 
and  in  1 569  made  themselves  also  a  separate  political  body — 
a  Christian  State — framed  in  accordance  with  the  theories  of 
Calvin  though  not  with  his  special  approval  of  the  proceed- 
ing. Thus,  in  an  age  of  violence  and  of  brutal  war,  they 
became  a  religious  republic  and  sought  to  be  recognized 
among  the  great  estates  of  the  realm  which  were  subject 
only  to  the  King.  The  effect  of  this  was  that  they  came  to 
be  regarded  by  aspiring  nobles  and  ambitious  princes,  as  a 
power  that  might  be  conciliated  and  used  for  their  own 
advancement.  They  soon  began  to  be  courted  and  flattered, 
their  cause  was  professedly  and  often  sincerely  espoused,  in 
order  to  induce  them  to  become  tributary  to  political  schemes 
wholly  foreign  to  every  interest  of  religion.  Placed  as  they 
now  were,  with  an  ecclesistical  and  civil  organization  of  their 
own,  in  the  midst  of  the  factions  and  combinations  of  a 
tumultuous  age,  it  is  perhaps  not  surprising  that  they  were 
drawn  into  the  civil  and  political  struggles  which  were  going 
on  around  them.  They  received  assurances  of  assistance 
from  one  and  another  of  the  great  leaders  in  these  struggles, 
some  of  whom  had  earnestly  accepted  their  own  religious 
faith.  They  saw  no  escape  from  destruction  save  by  some 


sort  of  alliance  with  those  who  were  contending  with  their 
common  enemy  and  destroyer.  Their  numbers  had  become 
so  great,  and  their  importance  so  considerable  that  they  were 
able  to  dictate  terms  of  union  which  gave  promise  of  secur- 
ity to  their  religion — the  great  end  which  they  always  kept 
in  view.  It  was  thus  that  they  allowed  themselves  to  make 
alliances  with  those  who  sought  to  become  the  controllers 
and  masters  of  the  State,  at  one  time  with  the  Family  of 
Bourbon,  at  another  with  the  party  of  the  Politiques,  at  another 
with  the  Princes  of  Cond6,  and  last  of  all  with  the  chiefs  of 
the  House  of  Navarre,  who  were  soon  to  become  the  rulers 
of  France.  But  whatever  their  motives  may  have  been, 
whatever  the  promises  of  advantage  that  were  made  to  them, 
these  alliances  were  always  a  mistake  and  always  disastrous 
to  the  interests  of  religion.  As  religious  reformers  their  sole 
work  was  to  cherish  and  proclaim  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
Christ,  to  set  them  forth  in  their  writings,  to  illustrate  them 
in  their  lives,  and  to  teach  them  everywhere  to  their  fellow- 
men.  It  is  thus  and  thus  only  that  Christianity  in  all  ages 
has  won  its  splendid  triumphs  in  all  the  earth.  It  is  only  de- 
graded and  dishonored  when  its  disciples  league  themselves 
with  princes  or  accept  the  services  of  armies  to  accomplish 
religious  ends.  It  was  this  forgetting  of  the  essential  and 
unchangeable  fact  that  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  not  a  king- 
dom of  this  world,  which  more  than  any  other  cause — more 
indeed  than  all  other  causes — very  early  involved  them  in 
disasters^  and  finally  prepared  the  way  for  their  greatest  suf- 
ferings and  for  the  humiliating  failure  of  all  their  heroic 
endeavors  to  establish  the  Protestant  Reformation  in  France. 
The  immediate  consequence  of  this  mingling  of  the  relig- 
ious struggles  of  the  Huguenots  with  the  politics  and  cabals 
of  the  age  was  the  outbreak  of  the  Wars  of  Religion,  as  they 
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are  styled,  of  which  the  narratives  fill  so  many  repulsive 
chapters  of  French  history.  They  were  really  civil  wars 
among  rival  factions,  in  which  the  Huguenots  became  enlist- 
ed. They  lasted  for  forty  years  and  the  tragedies  which  are 
connected  with  them  are  amongst  the  most  revolting  in  which 
human  beings  have  ever  been  the  actors.  The  belligerent 
Huguenots  gained  occasional  advantages  and  for  a  brief  sea- 
son they  expected  to  triumph.  But  in  the  end  they  utterly 
failed.  They  were  corrupted  by  bad  associations.  They  lost 
the  religious  character  which  they  originally  possessed. 
They  caught  the  worldly  spirit  of  the  ambitious  adventurers 
with  whom  they  were  allied.  They  contended  no  longer 
for  their  faith  but  for  power  to  rule.  They  even  followed 
the  example  of  their  enemies  and  avenged  their  sufferings 
by  needless  atrocities.  In  at  least  one  most  lamentable  in- 
stance one  hundred  and  twenty  defenceless  Catholics,  of 
whom  seventy-two  were  prisoners  of  war,  were  massacred  in 
cold  blood  by  one  of  their  military  bands  at  the  city  of 
Nismes.  It  is  true  that  the  outrage  was  a  solitary  exception 
to  the  general  conduct  of  their  campaigns  and  was  con- 
demned by  their  ministers  and  their  military  leaders.  It  may 
be,  even,  that  it  was  perpetrated  by  ferocious  soldiers  acting 
without  orders,  but  it  was  done  in  their  name  and  it  was  sure  to 
be  avenged  a  hundred  fold  by  their  malignant  enemies.  It 
undoubtedly  became  a  precedent  and  a  provocation  for  the  far 
more  fearful  massacres  of  1562  at  Vassy,  at  Paris,  at  Senlis,  at 
Meaux,  at  Chalons,  at  Epernay,  at  Tours  and  at  so  many  other 
towns  inhabited  by  Huguenots.  It  was  even  cited  in  justifica- 
tion of  that  most  atrocious  of  all  slaughters  recorded  in  modern 
history,  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholemew's  Day  on  the  24th 
of  August,  1572, — a  slaughter  perpetrated  at  the  command  of 
the  royal  authorities  of  France,  the  beginning  of  which  in 


II 

Paris  was  witnessed  by  the  weak-minded  King  Charles  IX., 
and  his  intriguing  mother  Catherine  de  Medicis,  a  woman 
who  deserves  the  detestable  distinction  of  having  suggested 
or  sanctioned  all  the  Huguenot  murders  of  that  sanguinary 
period  of  violence  and  persecution.  This  queen-mother  was 
so  much  delighted  with  her  bloody  work  of  three  days  in 
Paris,  that  she  immediately  dispatched  letters  to  Philip  II., 
of  Spain,  to  the  Duke  of  Alva  and  to  Pope  Gregory  XIII., 
at  Rome.  Philip  on  receiving  the  tidings  of  what  had  been 
done,  is  said  to  have  laughed  aloud  for  the  first  and  only  time 
in  a  life  made  morose  and  gloomy  by  a  fanaticism  which 
knew  no  joy  but  in  the  persecution  and  destruction  of  here- 
tics. At  Rome  the  occasion  was  one  of  extraordinary  jubi- 
lation. A  Pontifical  salute  was  fired  at  the  Castle  of  San. 
Angelo.  Gregory  XIII.  and  the  College  of  Cardinals  went 
in  procession  to  church  after  church  "to  render  thanksgiv- 
ings (such  is  the  ancient  record)  to  God  the  infinitely  great 
and  good,  for  the  mercy  which  He  had  vouchsafed  to  the  See 
of  Rome  and  to  the  whole  Christian  world."  A  painting  of 
the  massacre  was  ordered  for  the  Vatican  gallery  and  a  medal 
of  gold  was  struck,  with  the  head  of  the  Pope  on  one  side 
and  on  the  other  the  Destroying  Angel  exterminating  the 
Huguenots,  with  the  inscription  Hugonotorum  Strages.  In 
Paris  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  celebrated  the  massacre 
with  public  processions  and  established  an  annual  jubilee  to 
commemorate  it.  They  also  had  a  medal  prepared  in  honor 
of  the  event  bearing  the  legend  "  Piety  has  Awakened  Jus- 
tice." The  feeble-minded  King  by  whose  authority  these 
dreadful  deeds  of  blood  had  been  perpetrated  soon  after- 
wards lay  upon  his  death-bed — his  intellect  well-nigh  extinct 
and  his  wild  fancy  peopling  every  scene  with  the  victims  of 
the  massacre  as  he  wasted  away  under  the  power  of  a  slow 
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poison  believed  at  the  time  to  have  been  administered  by  his 
mother. 

I  have  thus  given  a  hasty  outline  of  the  bitter  experiences 
of  the  Huguenots  under  the  last  five  kings  of  the  house  of 
Valois,  through  a  period  of  fifty  years.  The  reign  of  each, 
happily  for  his  subjects,  had  been  brief,  for,  as  has  been  truly 
said,  "  bloody  and  deceitful  men  shall  not  live  out  half  their 
days."  The  name  of  Huguenot  had  become  more  odious 
than  ever  and  the  policy  of  the  government  had  now  left 
them  without  protection  to  the  fanatical  hatred  of  their  proud 
and  vengeful  enemies.  In  this  condition  of  affairs,  after 
the  brief  and  uneventful  reign  of  Henry  III.,  the  throne 
descended  to  his  successor,  Henry  IV.,  son  of  Anthony 
of  Navarre.  His  mother  was  Jane  D'Albret,  a  Protestant 
alike  by  birth  and  by  choice  and  a  champion  of  the  Protes- 
tant faith.  Henry  had  been  excommunicated  for  heresy  by 
Pope  Sixtus  V.,  and  his  right  to  the  throne  had  been  annulled. 
On  this  account  he  was  compelled  to  contend  in  arms 
for  its  possession  and  at  length  to.  make  his  submission  to 
the  Papal  Church.  In  consequence  of  these  hindrances,  he 
was  not  crowned  till  1594,  nearly  six  years  after  the  death 
of  his  predecessor.  His  character  has  received  an  estimate 
higher  than  it  intrinsically  deserves,  because  it  is  compared 
with  those  of  his  predecessors  and  those  of  his  immediate 
successors.  His  great  merit  is  that  in  a  critical  period  he 
dared  to  act  as  the  head  of  the  nation  and  to  take  measures 
to  secure  its  unity  and  peace. 

France  had  become  so  distracted  and  wretched  that  it  was 
constantly  exposed  alike  to  internal  decay  and  to  foreign  sub- 
jugation and  dismemberment.  It  is  the  merit  and  the  glory 
of  Henry  IV.,  —  a  merit  and  glory,  however,  tarnished  by 
many  a  vice  and  many  a  folly,  —  that  he  made  one  heroic 
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endeavor  to  put  an  end  to  the  merciless  persecutions  which 
now  for  fifty  years  the  Protestants  had  been  compelled  to 
endure  from  their  Catholic  fellow-subjects.  So  soon  as  his 
seat  on  the  throne  had  been  fully  secured  he  called  before 
him,  on  separate  occasions,  the  representatives  of  both  and 
after  a  patient  consultation  with  each,  he  caused  to  be  pre- 
pared and  promulgated  the  Edict  of  Nantes  —  an  edict  which 
has  usually  been  styled  the  Charter  of  French  Protestantism 
and  which  certainly  is  a  noble  and  generous  attempt  to  secure 
a  cessation  of  the  bloody  religious  strife  that  had  blighted 
the  happiness  and  well-nigh  destroyed  the  prosperity  of 
France.  The  Edict  bears  the  date  of  April,  1598.  It  con- 
tains the  substance  of  several  other  edicts  relating  to  the 
Huguenots  which  had  been  issued  in  former  reigns,  and  is 
expanded  through  ninety-two  articles.  It  is  supplemented 
by  three  additional  documents,  of  which  two  are  entitled 
secret  articles  and  the  remaining  one  is  styled  Brevet ;  the 
secret  articles  qualifying  and  in  some  instances  enlarging  the 
provisions  of  the  Edict  itself.  They  together,  in  the  only 
form  in  which  I  have  seen  them,  fill' some  forty  closely  printed 
crown  octavo  pages  and  are  certainly  very  dull  reading. 
Their  prevailing  tone  is  very  kindly  and  shows  the  utmost 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  King  to  eradicate  and  destroy  the 
religious  animosities  which  had  so  long  disturbed  the  peace 
and  order  of  his  kingdom.  In  this  respect  it  is  undoubtedly 
intended  to  be  equivalent  to  an  act  of  indemnity  and  oblivion, 
and  for  this  purpose  it  provides  several  items  of  pecuniary 
compensation  to  be  paid  from  the  royal  treasury.  It  is  only 
when  we  examine  it  as  a  charter  of  liberties  for  the  future 
that  its  inadequacies  present  themselves,  though  even  thus 
considered  it  may  be  all  that  ought  to  be  expected  from  an 
age  and  a  country  in  which  constitutional  liberty  was  wholly 


unknown.  It  was  undoubtedly  intended  that  the  people  of 
France  should  have  the  right  to  choose  between  the  two 
religions,  but  this  right  is  hampered  by  so  many  restrictions 
and  reservations  that  it  could  never  be  freely  exercised. 

The  Edict  recognizes  two  distinct  classes  into  which  the 
subjects  of  the  King  are  divided.  First,  those  who  profess 
"the  Catholic,  Apostolic  and  Roman  religion,"  and  second, 
those  who  profess  "the  Pretended  Reformed  religion."  The 
former  of  these  religions  it  declares  to  be  the  established 
religion  of  the  country,  and  wherever  it  has  been  overthrown 
or  abandoned  it  is  to  be  reestablished  in  full  possession  of  all 
its  former  rights.  The  latter,  or  the  Pretended  Reformed 
religion,  on  the  other  hand,  is  placed  on  an  entirely  different 
foundation.  Those  who  profess  and  cherish  it  are  admitted 
to  certain  privileges  rather  than  rights,  and  these  privileges 
are  conceded  to  them,  not  from  any  principle  of  justice,  but 
wholly  from  considerations  of  expediency  and  because  of  the 
trouble  they  have  occasioned  and  may  occasion  again.  Through 
all  its  concessions  it  presents  the  votaries  of  the  "  Pretended 
Reformed  religion,"  not  only  as  an  inferior  part  of  the  popula- 
,v  tion  but  as  persons  having  no  claims  whatever  to  the  privileges 
which  it  confers.  It  was  thus  incidentally  fitted  to  inspire,  in  full 
measure  among  the  more  favored  class,  that  haughty  con- 
tempt, that  disdainful  intolerance  which  a  national  church 
supported  by  law  and  protected  by  government,  always 
cherishes  for  those  whom  it  scornfully  styles  dissenters  and 
schismatics  and  heretics.  It  allowed  them  simply  to  exist, 
but  only  by  sufferance.  Though  the  Protestant  Reformation 
in  France,  even  after  sixty  years  of  almost  ceaseless  persecu- 
tion, now  numbered  as  its  adherents  scarcely  less  than  a 
million  of  Frenchmen,  among  whom  were  princes  of  the 
royal  blood,  noblemen  of  illustrious  lineage,  officers  of  dis- 


tinction  in  the  army  and  navy  of  the  King,  and  a  most 
respectable,  industrious  and  thrifty  portion  of  the  population, 
yet  the  tone  of  the  Edict  is  one  of  condescension  and  of  reluct- 
ant interposition  in  behalf  of  an  inferior  class,  who  had  been 
deluded  with  troublesome  doctrines  and  were  practicing 
strange  rites  of  religion,  rather  to  be  indulged  and  borne 
with  than  to  be  approved  or  respected. 

If  we  pass  from  its  general  tone  to  its  special  provisions, 
we  find  that  it  permits  every  person  to  select  the  reformed 
religion  without  hindrance  or  restriction  of  any  kind,  but  he 
can  make  no  public  exercise  of  it  save  in  certain  districts 
and  places  which  are  specially  named.  These  places  and 
districts  are  those  in  which  it  already  exists.  From  all  other 
places  its  public  exercises  are  expressly  excluded,  and  among 
these  are  comprised  the  city  of  Paris  and  the  country  around 
it  to  the  extent  of  five  leagues,  in  which  their  worship  could 
not  be  held.  The  professors  of  the  Pretended  Reformed 
religion  are  made  eligible  to  all  public  offices  and  employ- 
ments and  also  to  all  schools  and  colleges  and  all  hospitals 
and  charitable  institutions.  They  may  reside  in  any  part  of 
the  kingdom,  but  they  may  hold  their  worship  or  any  public 
exercises  of  their  religion  apart  or  keep  for  sale  books  relat- 
ing to  it,  only  in  the  specified  places.  It  is  obvious  from 
restrictions  such  as  these,  especially  in  an  age  when  inter- 
course was  difficult  and  exceedingly  limited,  that  the  Reform- 
ers could  look  forward  to  no  organized  growth  and  to  no 
prolonged  future  for  their  religious  faith.  They  could  cherish 
it  in  their  own  hearts  provided  they  kept  it  to  themselves.- 
They  could  not  commune  with  each  other  in  any  religious 
exercise,  still  less  could  they  explain  their  doctrines  to  others 
anywhere  but  in  the  districts  and  towns  specified  in  the 
Edict,  and  wherever  they  might  be,  they  were  required  to 


i6 

"  observe  the  festivals  in  use  in  the  Church,  Catholic,  Roman 
and  Apostolic,  and  on  such  days  not  to  sell  or  to  expose  for 
sale  in  shops,  or  to  engage  openly  in  any  work."  Numerous 
sections  of  the  Edict  relate  to  the  manner  in  which  justice 
shall  be  administered  in  all  civil  suits  and  processes  which 
affected  them,  and  in  this  connection  special  officers  were 
appointed  to  act  in  their  behalf  in  several  of  the  high  courts 
of  the  realm.  As  I  have  already  mentioned,  the  Huguenots 
had  organized  themselves  into  a  sort  of  Christian  State  —  a 
political  body  without  reference  to  territory — which  had,  in 
some  respects,  been  recognized  by  the  government.  This  rec- 
ognition was  ratified  in  the  Edict,  and  several  fortresses  in  the 
districts  assigned  to  them  were  placed  under  their  control  to 
give  military  importance  and  strength  to  their  State. 

No  sooner  was  the  Edict  of  Nantes  promulgated  than  it 
was  denounced  in  almost  equal  measure  by  both  Catholics 
and  Huguenots.  The  former  regarded  it  as  a  boon  too  great 
to  be  given  to  heretics ;  the  latter  as  a  concession  too  small 
for  them  to  receive.  The  former  declared  it  to  be  a  proof  of 
the  insincerity  of  Henry's  conformity  to  the  Church.  The 
latter  styled  it  the  treacherous  work  of  a  renegade  Protestant 
who  had  abandoned  the  faith  of  his  ancestors  that  he  might 
receive  the  crown  and  sit  upon  the  throne.  Henry  himself 
clearly  thought  it  to  be  all  that  could  be  done  with  any 
advantage  to  either.  His  great  aspiration  was  not  so  much 
to  benefit  either  religious  party  as  to  bring  peace  and  order 
to  his  distracted  kingdom.  It  was  in  reality  a  great  and 
beneficent  act  of  royal  authority — an  act  whose  true  signifi- 
cance reached  far  beyond  the  subject  to  which  it  related  and 
which  proclaimed  that  a  new  mode  of  government  had  begun 
in  France.  It  was  an  assertion  of  prerogative  on  the  part  of 
the  monarch  which  gave  notice  to  feudal  lords  and  local 
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authorities  of  every  degree,  that  their  importance  was  hence- 
forth to  be  merged  in  the  sovereign  importance  of  the  King 
himself.  Henry  was  the  first  of  the  Bourbon  race  of  kings, 
a  race  that  created  a  new  era  in  France  only  to  show  how 
incompetent  they  were  to  guide  its  spirit  or  to  meet  its  neces- 
sities. The  absolute  monarchy  which  Henry  founded  made 
France  a  nation,  but  it  also,  in  the  hands  of  his  successors, 
brought  on  the  revolution  which,  for  the  time,  destroyed  both 
nation  and  monarchy. 

But  the  Edict  was  yet  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  Parliament 
of  Paris  and  by  the  other  local  Parliaments  which  in  those 
times  performed  the  functions  of  legislative  assemblies,  with 
something  like  the  conceited  independence  and  provincial 
narrowness  which  were  so  frequently  displayed  by  our  own 
State  legislatures  in  the  days  of  the  old  Confederation  and  the 
Continental  Congress.  It  was  in  these  bodies  that  the  Edict 
of  Nantes  assumed  its  true  political  and  historical  signifi- 
cance. With  them  it  was  not  merely  a  recognition  of  the 
Huguenot  churches  and  their  religion,  but  it  was  an  act 
vastly  more  vital  in  its  bearings.  It  entered  into  the  very 
springs  and  sources  of  public  authority,  into  the  political  life 
of  the  nation.  It  was  an  act  such  as  that  which  our  English 
ancestors  in  the  days  of  Cromwell,  fifty  years  later,  used  to 
style  a  Root  and  Branch  measure.  A  new  age  had  come, 
and  but  few  were  aware  of  its  advent  and  fewer  still  knew 
what  kind  of  an  age  it  was  to  be.  Henry  comprehended  the 
exigency  of  public  affairs  and  determined  to  meet  it.  He 
commanded  the  Parliaments  to  sanction  the  Edict,  and  they 
obeyed.  In  spite  of  his  Huguenot  training  he  was  far  .'rom 
being  a  saint.  He  was  licentious  in  his  life  and  to  a  large 
extent  a  votary  of  expediency  in  his  morals.  But  he  was 
kindly  in  his  spirit  and  more  just  than  his  predecessors  in 
3 

I 


i8 

his  acts.  He  found  the  country  ruined  by  rival  factions  and 
religious  wars.  Civil  society  was  falling  to  pieces  amidst  the 
universal  prevalence  of  jealousies  and  hatreds,  of  intrigues 
and  cabals.  Life  was  without  security  and  had  but  little 
value.  The  single  explanation  of  this  social  disorganization 
and  decay  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  there  existed  no 
government  strong  enough  to  become  a  guaranty  of  order 
and  security;  no  single  force  paramount  over  all  other 
forces,  that  could  limit  their  action  and  control  the  manner 
of  their  operation.  The  Edict  of  Henry  IV.  was  thus  the 
first  great  exercise  of  royal  authority  in  France.  Had  he 
lived  to  carry  it  into  full  operation  and  complete  develop- 
ment, its  revocation  might  have  become  impossible. 

Henry  IV.,  like  his  predecessor,  fell  by  the  hand  of  an 
assassin  in  one  of  the  streets  of  Paris  in  1610,  after  a  pros- 
perous reign  of  sixteen  years.  The  Huguenots  now  dis- 
covered how  great  a  friend  he  had  been  to  their  cause. 
The  provisions  of  the  Edict  soon  began  to  receive  new  con- 
structions. New  annoyances  were  contrived  for  their  humili- 
ation and  new  restrictions  were  placed  on  their  worship.  Under 
the  bad  influences  which  still  controlled  them,  they  at  length 
rose  in  armed  insurrections  and  in  1629,  after  they  had  been 
subdued  with  needless  cruelty  by  the  soldiers  of  Louis  XIII., 
they  were  pardoned  and  restored  to  their  religious  rights, 
but  deprived  of  their  political  organization  and  their  military 
fortresses  and  made  simple  subjects  of  the  King.  This  was 
what  Henry  IV.  himself  had  foreseen  would  be  necessary 
and  it  proved  to  be  the  greatest  boon  they  had  ever  received 
from  the  government.  They  were  now  deserted  by  the  great 
nobles  and  military  leaders  who  had  acted  with  them.  They 
gave  up  the  engrossing  business  of  governing  themselves 
and  devoted  their  energies  to  agricultural  industry,  to  com- 
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merce  and  to  the  useful  arts  with  a  success  which  had  never 
before  been  witnessed  in  France.  Even  in  their  worst  days 
they  had  not  ceased  to  read  the  Bible,  to  listen  to  sermons 
and  prayers  and  to  sing  their  hymns  of  devotion  and  thanks- 
giving. They  had  thus  kept  alive  the  essential  rudiments  of 
religious  life  which  neither  war  nor  worldliness  had  wholly 
destroyed.  Their  industry  and  prosperity  soon  became  char- 
acteristic features  of  the  regions  which  they  inhabited.  In- 
different to  the  holidays  of  the  Church,  their  labor  was  re- 
mitted only  on  Sundays  and  on  some  occasional  festival  of 
thanksgiving  or  some  chosen  day  for  fasting  and  prayer. 
Their  industrial  year  was  thus  nearly  one-third  longer  than 
that  of  their  Catholic  neighbors.  In  addition  to  this  they 
conducted  their  work  with  a  self-directing  intelligence  which 
never  fails  to  insure  the  highest  industrial  success.  Hence 
it  came  to  be  remarked  that  wherever  the  harvests  were  most 
abundant,  wherever  the  vineyards  yielded  the  most  delicious 
grapes  and  the  finest  wines,  wherever  the  silk  and  the  woolen 
manufacturers  were  the  most  prosperous,  wherever  in  the 
ports,  either  of  the  Mediterranean  or  the  British  Channel, 
the  largest  ships  bore  away  the  richest  cargoes  and  brought 
back  the  most  ample  returns,  there  the  Huguenots  were  to 
be  found  in  the  greatest  numbers.  So  much  better  is  quiet 
industry  than  war  or  than  politics  as  an  occupation  of  life,  r 
So  much  more  beautiful  and  attractive,  so  much  more  effec- 
tive over  all  human  hearts,  is  the  example  of  Christian  faith 
when  ruling  in  the  daily  lives  of  its  disciples  than  it  ever 
can  be  when  courting  the  alliance  of  rank  and  power  or 
soliciting  the  favor  of  princes  and  monarchs.  These  were 
the  best  years  of  the  Huguenots — years  in  which  they  en- 
gaged in  no  wars  and  no  cabals,  in  which  they  asked  for 
nothing  from  the  government  but  to  be  let  alone.  Louis 
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XIII.  in  dissolving  their  political  organization  became  inci- 
dentally their  greatest  benefactor. 

Louis  XIV.  came  to  the  throne  in  1642,  at  the  age  of  five 
years,  and  his  reign  lasted  till  his  death  in  1715 — a  period 
of  seventy-three  years.  When  he  was  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  declared  himself  qualified  to  reign,  and  on  the  death  of 
Cardinal  Mazarin  in  1661,  he  became  his  own  prime  minis- 
ter and  assumed  the  entire  management  of  the  government. 
He  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  administrative  abilities  and 
of  singular  power  of  controlling  other  men.  That  centrali- 
zation of  power  which  Henry  IV.  had  begun,  he  carried  to 
the  fullest  completion.  He  made  the  government  of  France 
not  only  an  absolute  monarchy,  but  an  oriental  despotism  in 
which  the  word  of  the  king  was  the  law.  His  leading  idea 
.was  that  the  country  and  its  people  of  every  degree,  with 
all  that  they  possessed,  were  his  property  to  be  used  at  his 
discretion.  /  am  the  State  was  the  maxim  that  controlled 
his  reign.  He  made  war  on  the  grandest  scale.  He  lavished 
the  wealth  of  his  subjects  on  the  adornment  of  his  capital, 
on  palaces,  churches,  fortresses,  on  libraries  and  museums. 
He  gathered  around  him  scholars  and  men  of  genius,  great 
statesmen  and  great  soldiers,  and  made  his  reign  the  most 
brilliant  in  the  history  of  France.  It  was  fortunate  that  for 
a  considerable  period  he  gave  little  attention  to  the  religion 
of  his  subjects.  His  spiritual  advisers,  writes  the  historian 
Sismondi,  limited  their  counsels  to  two  essential  precepts  : 
I.  Abstain  from  incontinence,  2.  Exterminate  heretics;  and 
it  has  been  said  of  him  that  "if  he  fell  short  in  the  first  of 
these  duties,  he  certainly  wrought  works  of  supererogation 
in  the  second."  The  extraordinary  zeal  and  the  still  more 
extraordinary  cruelty  of  Louis  XIV.  in  the  destruction  of 
Huguenots,  had  their  origin  in  part  at  least  in  his  imperial 
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passion  for  unity  of  every  kind  in  his  kingdom.  With  him, 
non-conformity  in  religion  was  rebellion  and  he  treated  it  as 
such.  Whatever  spirit  of  fanaticism  he  had  was  breathed 
into  him,  in  a  large  degree,  by  Madame  de  Maintenon,  a 
woman  of  disreputable  celebrity,  strangely  enough  of 
Protestant  descent  and  training,  who  was  first  the  teacher  of 
his  children  and  afterwards  his  wife.  She  controlled  what 
was  called  his  conscience.  She  claimed  and  perhaps 
deserved  the  distinction  of  converting  the  King,  by  which 
she  meant  that  she  made  him  the  foremost  of  religious  per- 
secutors in  modern  times.  He  did  not  massacre  the  Hugue- 
nots as  his  predecessors  had  done.  He  adopted  a  different 
mode  of  proceeding.  He  began  with  a  proposal,  in  full 
accordance  with  his  magnificent  ideas,  to  purchase  the  con- 
version of  the  entire  body  of  the  Huguenots  at  an  average 
price  of  five  livres  a  head,  and  for  this  purpose  he  set  apart 
one-third  of  the  entire  revenue  of  all  the  vacant  benefices  of 
the  kingdom,  as  a  special  fund,  which  was  styled  the  Bank 
of  Conversion,  and  was  administered  by  agents,  called 
Converters.  Multitudes  of  the  baser  sort  took  the  money, 
but  when  the  lists  were  published  it  was  observed  that  they 
were  not  Huguenots,  but  persons  —  not  scarce  in  any  coun- 
try or  in  any  age  —  always  ready  to  be  bought  or  sold,  and 
that  very  many  of  them  had  been  paid  for  several  conver- 
sions. 

Enraged  at  his  failure  he  soon  devised  new  methods  of 
securing  Catholic  unity  among  his  subjects.  He  ordered  that 
all  sorts  of  people  should  conform  in  outward  observances  to 
the  Established  Church.  To  promote  this  end,  he  sup- 
pressed the  Synods  of  the  Huguenots,  he  forbade  them  to  be 
employed  in  the  charge  of  estates  and  in  all  kindred  posi- 
tions. He  forbade  Catholics  and  Protestants  to  intermarry, 
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and  the  children  of  such  marriages  he  declared  illegitimate. 
None  but  Catholics  could  be  employed  in  any  domestic  ser- 
vice. Catholics  becoming  Protestants  were  visited  with  the 
.severest  penalties,  while  Protestants  becoming  Catholics 
received  special  privileges,  one  of  which  was  the  extension  of 
their  debts  for  five  years.  All  public  positions  of  every  kind, 
the  practice  of  all  professions  and  admission  to  all  schools 
were  denied  to  Protestants.  Children  of  seven  years  might 
be  brought  to  Catholic  baptism  without  the  consent  or  knowl- 
edge of  their  parents  and,  once  in  the  Church,  they  could  not 
leave  it.  Multitudes  of  parents,  in  agony  and  despair,  sent 
their  children  to  England,  to  Holland  and  to  Denmark  to  be 
cared  for.  Huguenot  families  also  in  great  numbers  began 
to  seek  homes  in  foreign  countries.  This,  however,  was 
immediately  forbidden  under  the  penalty  of  being  sent  to 
the  galleys,  but  their  ministers  were  encouraged  to  depart 
and  not  suffered  to  return.  These  are  but  specimens  of  the 
harassing  despotism  which  was  brought  to  bear  upon  them 
in  total  disregard  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes. 

In  1681  the  quartering  of  soldiers  on  Huguenot  families 
was  first  resorted  to  for  "missionary  purposes,"  as  it  was 
styled.  This  practice  had  not  been  unknown  in  France  in 
times  of  war  or  national  necessity.  Now  in  the  province  of 
f  Poitou  they  were  compelled  to  receive  these  dreadful  guests 
and  feed  and  lodge  them,  often  to  the  number  of  a  hundred 
in  each  house  if  their  estates  were  large.  But  beyond  the 
insufferable  annoyances  and  outrages  it  involved,  this  first 
attempt  at  military  conversion  was  not  regarded  as  a  success. 
Three  years  later,  however,  in  1684,  it  was  renewed  on  a  far 
broader  and  more  terrific  scale  in  nearly  all  the  Huguenot 
provinces.  For  this  purpose  dragoons  were  selected  as  the 
most  available  and  likely  to  be  the  most  effectual  instruments 


23 

in  the  work.  The  enterprise  thus  received  the  name  of 
dragonacUy  a  new  word  then  added  to  the  French  language. 
Chosen  squadrons  of  these  terrible  troopers  lighted  like  filthy 
birds  of  prey  on  the  homes  of  the  Huguenots  alike  in  cities 
and  provinces  wherever  they  were  found.  They  carried  with 
them  the  whole  machinery  of  agony  and  despair  —  insult, 
outrage,  degradation,  the  destruction  of  estates,  the  wanton 
violation  of  every  sanctity,  the  inhuman  practice  of  every 
atrocity,  save  murder  alone.  It  was  probably  the  most 
appalling  form  of  wholesale  persecution  ever  visited  upon  a 
civilized  people.  Human  nature  broke  down  beneath  the 
infliction.  Despair,  insanity  and  suicide  marked  its  progress. 
City  after  city,  province  after  province  professed  their  sub- 
mission to  the  Church  on  the  approach  of  the  dreadful 
dragonade.  Nismes  was  converted,  as  was  said,  in  twenty: 
four  hours.  Swift  couriers  bore  daily  reports  of  the  universal 
surrender,  till  the  King  and  his  courtiers  were  made  to< 
believe  that  there  were  no  longer  any  heretics  in  France.. 
He  had  often  professed  his  unwillingness  to  annul  the  Edict 
which  had  been  proclaimed  by  his  grandfather,  though  he  had 
repeatedly  violated  every  one  of  its  provisions.  But  now,, 
said  he,  it  is  no  longer  needed,  for  the  Huguenots  have  all' 
become  Catholics.  Deceived  by  false  reports,  flattered  by 
courtiers  and  priests,  elated  by  what  he  deemed  the  greatest 
of  triumphs,  he  signed  on  the  22d  of  October,  1685,  the- 
Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  which  had  been  pro- 
claimed by  Henry  IV.  eighty-seven  years  before.  This  act 
removed  every  semblance  of  protection  that  remained  and 
let  loose  upon  them  the  wildest  fury  of  their  enemies.  The 
revocation  was  applauded  in  the  splendid  eloquence  of  Mas- 
sillon  and  Bossuet,  the  most  illustrious  preachers  of  the  age, 
but  it  gave  a  shock  to  the  French  people.  It  was  the  first 
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break  in  the  spell  which  had  enthralled  the  nation.  It  occa- 
sioned the  loss  of  at  least  three  hundred  thousand  of  the 
bravest,  the  most  industrious  and  the  most  intelligent  of  the 
population  of  the  country — a  loss  which  well-nigh  destroyed 
several  of  the  great  industries  in  which  it  most  excelled. 
Their  emigration  was  prohibited  and  the  coast  was  constantly 
watched,  but  amidst  dangers,  privations  and  sufferings  which 
no  pen  has  fully  described,  they  fled  to  England,  to  Germany, 
to  Holland  and  to  the  colonies  in  America,  bearing  with 
them,  not  only  immense  wealth,  but  industrial  skill,  commer- 
cial enterprise  and  high  character,  which  enriched  and 
adorned  the  countries  that  received  them. 

But  I  cannot  linger  on  the  scenes  connected  with  this  stu- 
pendous expatriation  and  exile.  As  they  are  portrayed  in 
history  they  are  the  perpetual  shame  of  our  common  humanity, 
the  foulest  reproach  that  has  ever  rested  upon  Christian  civi- 
lization. We  are  not,  however,  to  imagine  that  the  spirit 
which  produced  them  is  confined  to  a  single  church  or  to  a 
single  type  of  Christianity.  Religious  intolerance  belongs 
to  human  nature  and  manifests  itself  in  a  vast  variety  of 
ways.  Its  most  common  device  has  been  to  seize  upon  the 
fatal  assumption  that  the  State  is  bound  to  prescribe  or  sup- 
port the  religion  of  its  people.  When  Louis  XIV.  extermi- 
nated the  Huguenots  and  put  an  end  to  the  Protestant  Reform- 
ation in  France,  this  assumption  was  well-nigh  universal 
among  Christian  nations.  It  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say  that 
religious  persecution  or  religious  restriction  in  one  form  or 
another,  was  at  least  possible,  if  it  was  not  practiced,  in  nearly 
every  State  in  Christendom.  It  had  been  made  impossible 
in  Rhode  Island  alone  by  the  very  terms  of  the  social  organ- 
ization. Here  and  here  alone  the  body  politic  had  no  power 
to  prescribe  or  control  or  in  any  way  to  affect  the  religion  of 
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its  members.  It  was  an  idea  far  in  advance  of  the  age,  and 
was  everywhere  derided  and  disparaged.  But  how  splendid 
are  the  triumphs  it  has  won  —  how  manifold  are  the  blessings 
it  has  brought  both  to  religion  and  to  the  State.  It  has 
made  persecutors  like  Catherine  de  Medicis  and  Louis  XIV. 
no  longer  possible  in  civilized  nations.  It  has  brought  to- 
gether warring  churches  in  the  bonds  of  a  common  faith, 
and  animated  them  with  new  zeal  in  proclaiming  the  Gospel 
to  all  mankind.  It  has  emancipated  Christianity  from  a 
debasing  bondage  and  restored  it  to  its  original  freedom.  It 
has  compelled  the  State  to  become  the  equal  protector  of 
every  creed  however  despised,  of  every  worship  however 
humble.  Thus  it  is  that  the  seed  planted  here  by  our  exiled 
founders  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  has  become  a 
mighty  tree  "  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  are  for  the  healing 

of  the  nations." 
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NEW   ENGLAND    ALMANACS, 

WITH    SPECIAL  MENTION  OP  THOSE  PUBLISHED  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


A  Paper  read  before  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 
at  the  October  Quarterly  Meeting;  1884,  by  the  Secre- 
tary and  Librarian,  Amos  Perry. 


LMANACS  constitute  an  interesting  part  of  the  col- 
lections of  this  society.  These  publications  served  in 
the  early  period  of  our  history  important  purposes. 
They  were  consulted  with  care  and  often  with  a  spirit 
of  reverence  and  trust  akin  to  that  exercised  in  the 
perusal  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Almanac-makers  were  re- 
puted to  be  veritable  seers.  How  they  could  read  the  heavens, 
determine  the  order  of  the  sun,  moon  and  stars,  and  foretell 
rain  and  sunshine,  eclipses  and  dire  events,  was  the  wonder 
of  multitudes  who  studied  and  pondered  over  their  works. 

Similar  ideas  are  still  entertained  in  some  quarters  of  the 
globe,  notably  in  oriental  countries,  where  Jewish,  Mussulman 
and  Christian  modes  of  designating  the  days,  months  and 
years  are  printed  side  by  side  for  the  convenience  of  mer- 
chants. But  here  all  is  changed.  Science  and  art  have  pro- 
duced a  revolution  in  our  modes  of  thought  and  action. 
Thrusting  aside  old-fashioned  weather  prophets  and  proph- 
ecies, we  seek  and  will  have  for  our  guidance  only  the  latest 
results  of  extensive  scientific  research  and  investigation.  Our 
seers  must  lay  no  claim  to  supernatural  wisdom,  but  must  be 
diligent  students  of  nature,  observing  the  divine  order  in  the 
material  world,  and  giving  the  results  of  their  observations. 
Almanacs  served  our  forefathers,  not  only  as  calendars,  but 
as  compendiums  or  rather  medleys  of  astronomy,  astrology, 
geology,  meteorology,  biography,  history,  tradition  and  sci- 
ence. They  contained  the  dates  of  notable  marriages,  births 
and  deaths ;  of  many  remarkable  events ;  of  college  com- 
mencements, election  days,  cattle  shows,  the  sessions  of  courts, 
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together  with  enigmas,  problems,  quaint  sayings,  tables  of 
distances,  and  practical  information  and  suggestions  of  va- 
rious kinds ;  and  they  often  served  at  the  same  time  as  diaries 
and  account  books.  Sea  captains  noted  in  them  important 
facts  connected  with  their  voyages,  as  the  dates  of  their  de- 
parture and  arrival,  vessels  spoken  on  the  passage,  and  various 
striking  occurrences.  Farmers  made  notes  about  their  cattle, 
hogs,  sheep  and  crops.  Clergymen  made  minutes,  showing 
when,  where  and  on  what  subject  they  preached  and  the  com- 
plexion of  their  theology,  as  when  the  Rev.  Ezra  Stiles,  D.  D., 
wrote:  "Feb.  13th,  1789.  Gen.  Ethan  Allen,  of  Vermont, 
died  and  went  to  Hell  this  day."  Inveterate  chroniclers,  like 
Theodore  Foster,  made  their  almanacs  historical  note  books 
and  literary  curiosities  for  the  instruction  and  amusement  of 
succeeding  generations. 

The  library  of  the  Historical  Society  contains  numerous 
collections  of  New  England  almanacs,  together  with  some 
that  were  published  in  other  parts  of  this  country  and  in  the 
old  world.  Yet  it  has  but  few  extended  series  of  almanacs 
that  are  complete.  Until  recently,  no  persistent  effort  was 
made  to  collect,  classify  and  arrange  these  publications.  The 
almanacs  were  scattered  and  unassorted,  and  were  thus  of  no 
practical  value  to  members  of  the  society.  As,  however,  the 
preparation  of  the  catalogue  progresses,  the  riches  and  the 
deficiencies  of  the  society  in  this  direction  become  apparent. 

Though  an  almanac  was  printed  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in 
1639,  and  many  almanacs  were  published  in  Boston  before 
1700,  the  oldest  almanac  belonging  to  this  society  was  printed 
in  Boston  by  B.  Green,  in  1701,  and  was  edited  by  John 
Tulley.  We  have  subsequent  issues  of  almanacs  by  B.  Green 
in  1703  and  4,  that  were  edited  by  Samuel  Clough ;  also  an 
issue  in  1709  was  edited  by  Thomas  Robie,  A.  B.,  and  an  issue 
in  1710  by  Edward  Holyoke,  A.  B.,  afterwards  president  of 
Harvard  University.  The  names  of  N.  Whittemore,  Daniel 
Travis  and  Joseph  Stafford  appear  as  editors  in  almanacs 
published  in  Boston  during  the  first  half  of  the  18th  century. 
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Of  Nathaniel  Ames's  Almanacs,  begun  in  1725  and  ended 
in  1775,  the  society  needs,  to  complete  its  set,  the  issues  of  tin- 
following-  years,  viz. :  1725,  '7,  '67,  '8,  '70,  '1,  '2,  '3,  '4  and  '5. 
Of  Robert  B.  Thomas's  Farmer's  Almanac,  begun  in  1793 
and  continued  to  the  present  time,  the  society  lacks  only  the 
first  three,  viz. :  1793,  '4  and  '5. 

Of  Isaiah  Thomas's  Almanacs,  begun  in  1775  and  ending 
in  1818,  the  society  wants  the  numbers  for  1775,  '6,  '7,  '8,  '81, 
'2,  '3,  '4,  '5,  '6,  '7/8,  '9,  '91,  and  1816. 

Of  Daboll's  Almanacs,  begun  in  New  London,  Ct.,  in  1772 
to  meet  the  special  wants  of  seafaring  men — particularly  of 
the  whalemen  of  New  London — and  continued  to  the  present 
time,  the  society  has  only  five  numbers,  viz.,  for  1793,  1801, 
'21 ,  '66  and  '76. 

Of  the  American  Almanacs,  published  in  Boston,  1830  to 
1861,  the  society  has  a  complete  set. 

Of  eleven  numbers  of  the  Clergyman's  Almanac,  published 
in  Boston  from  1809  to  1819,  the  society  has  all  but  the  first 
three. 

It  has  the  Boston  Almanac,  each  number  bound  in  cloth 
and  numbered  from  1  to  44 — 1836  to  1879,  inclusive. 

It  has  also  New  England  Anti-Slavery  almanacs,  temperance 
almanacs,  and  numerous  medical,  comical,  denominational  and 
newspaper  almanacs,  designed  to  promote  some  moral  cause 
or  advertise  some  medicine,  food,  newspapers  or  books.  Some 
of  these  are  now  chronicles  of  olden  times  and  much  prized 
memorials  of  bygone  scenes  and  events. 

A  series  of  almanacs  published  at  the  office  of  the  New 
York  Tribune,  under  the  name  of  the  Whig  Almanac,  from 
1838  to  1855,  and  under  the  name  of  the  Tribune  Almanac 
from  1856  to  the  present  time,  is  mentioned  here,  though 
published  outside  of  New  England,  because  these  publications 
are  more  sought  and  consulted  for  their  various  statistics  than 

o 

any  other  almanacs  in  the  library.  Of  the  Whig  Almanacs, 
the  society  lacks  the  first  six  and  the  numbers  for  1847  and 
1850.  Of  the  Tribune  Almanacs,  the  society  has  all  the 
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numbers;  and  most  of  them  are  the  gift  of  Mr.  John  C. 
Stockwell,  of  New  York  city. 

The  above  brief  notices  of  comparatively  few  of  the  so- 
ciety's series  of  almanacs  manufactured  in  New  England,  out- 
side of  our  State,  are  given  with  the  purpose  of  inviting 
friendly  aid  in  making  the  improvements  suggested. 

Coming  now  to  our  special  field  of  labor,  we  undertake  the 
task  of  replying  to  the  inquiries :  "  What  series  of  Rhode 
Island  almanacs  has  the  State  historical  society  in  its  archives  ? 
and  what  are  some  of  the  facts  connected  with  this  kind  of 
publication  in  this  State  ?" 

Only  partial  and  unsatisfactory  replies  can  be  here  given. 
However  much  has  been  done  to  improve  the  looks  and  char- 
acter of  this  cabinet,  it  should  be  understood  that  the  con- 
fusion and  chaos  that  once  prevailed  here  have  not  yet  given 
full  place  to  order  and  light,  and  this  happy  result  cannot  be 
fully  attained  without  facilities  for  classification,  including 
due  space  for  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts,  maps,  charts,  oil 
painted  portraits,  pictures  of  various  kinds,  Indian  relics,  in- 
teresting historic  flags,  and  numerous  other  memorials,  to- 
gether with  the  means  of  defraying  the  expense  of  putting 
many  of  these  things  into  a,  condition  to  be  well  preserved 
and  of  real  service  to  the  society  and  the  State.  It  is  enough 
here  to  say  that  loose  papers,  a  few  of  which  are  deeds  of 
real  estate,  last  wills  and  testaments,  and  records  of  extinct 
societies  and  associations, — papers  that  would  be  choice  mor- 
sels for  genealogists  and  antiquarians, — nearly  fill  two  trunks. 
These  should  be  classified  according  to  subjects  or  dates,  put 
in  book  form  and  indexed  ;  and  over  fourscore  folio  volumes 
of  valuable  manuscripts,  already  shelved  and  catalogued  with- 
out an  index,  should  all  be  indexed  and  carefully  catalogued, 
to  enable  the  student  to  readily  refer  to  them.  This  is  but 
one  of  a  hundred  matters  of  like  moment  that  demand  the 
attention  of  the  librarian.  Had  he,  like  the  fabled  Briareus, 
fifty  heads  and  a  hundred  hands,  together  with  thrice  the 
space  of  this  building,  and  thousands  of  dollars  at  his  com- 
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mand,  all  would  be  required  to  put  this  cabinet  and  library 
into  a  condition  to  worthily  represent  a  veritable  Rhode  Island 
historical  society — an  object  worthy  the  ambition  of  the  no- 
blest citizens  of  our  State. 

Though  James  Franklin  published  an  almanac  in  Newport 
as  early  as  1728,  the  title  page  of  the  oldest  Rhode  Island 
almanac  in  the  possession  of  the  society  reads  thus :  "  New- 
port 1731.  An  Almanack  for  the  year  of  our  Lord  1731.  By 
Samuel  Maxwell,  Newport,  printed  and  sold  by  J.  Franklin 
at  his  Printing  House  under  the  Town  School-House."  In 
bespeaking  the  favor  of  the  reader,  the  editor  refers  to  his 
youth,  to  his  travels  "  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  earth," 
and  to  his  desire  to  "  be  serviceable  to  the  Commonwealth." 

The  society's  next  Rhode  Island  almanac  in  chronological 
order  was  issued  by  the  same  publisher  in  1732,  entitled 
"The  Rhode  Island  Almanac  By  Poor  Robin."  This  was 
followed  by  almanacs  with  the  same  title  and  character  in 
1733,  '5,  '9  and  '41.  The  issues  of  1739  and  '41  were  printed 
and  sold  by  Widow  Franklin. 

The  society's  next  Newport  almanac  was  entitled  :  "  Poor 
Job.  An  Almanac  for  the  year  etc.  By  Job  Shepherd, 
Philom."  This  was  printed  and  sold  by  James  Franklin  in 
1751, '2,  '3,  '4  and  '5. 

Regarding  as  a  myth  S.  C.  Newman's  published  statement 
in  the  Dexter  Genealogy  that  "  Gregory  Dexter  printed  with 
his  own  hands  the  first  almanac  for  the  meridian  of  Rhode 
Island,"  and  allowing  the  correctness  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  Hague,  that  this  veteran  printer  went 
annually  to  Boston  for  several  years  to  assist  Benjamin  Green 
in  bringing  out  his  almanac,  it  is  clear  that  Newport  led  the 
State  in  making  almanacs,  as  well  as  in  printing  books  and  in 
publishing  newspapers.  It  is  not  probable  that  "the  Rhode 
Island  Almanac"  of  Newport  was  issued  yearly  from  1732, 
the  date  of  the  first  issue,  to  1805,  the  date  of  the  last  issue  in 
the  possession  of  the  society,  though  it  is  probable  that  an 
almanac  with  some  appropriate  title  has  been  published  at 
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Newport  each  year  since  1731,  and  the  State  historical  society 
ought  to  have  a  full  set  of  these  publications. 

In  addition  to  the  issues  of  the  Rhode  Island  almanac  al- 
ready named,  the  society  has  the  issues  of  1772,  John  Ander- 
son, editor,  and  Solomon  Southwick,  printer  ;  1791,  E.  Thorn- 
ton, editor,  and  P.  Edes,  printer  ;  1792,  editor  and  printer  the 
same;  1793  and  94,  the  same  editor,  and  Nathaniel  Phillips, 
of  Warren,  printer.  Phillips's  United  States  Diary,  or  an 
Almanac,  1798,  was  printed  at  Warren,  R.  I.,  by  Nathaniel 
Phillips.  In  1801,  Oliver  Fame  worth,  of  Newport,  was  the 
printer;  1803,  the  same  editor  and  printer;  1804,  Benjamin 
West,  LL.  D.,  editor,  and  the  same  printer;  and  in  1805,  the 
same  editor  and  printer. 

The  society  has  other  old  Newport  Almanacs,  as  follows : 
Anderson's  Improved,  by  John  Anderson,  1773-4-5.  An 
almanac  by  John  Anderson,  1776.  In  1778,  an  almanac 
edited  by  Elisha  Thornton,  of  Smithfield,  and  in  the  same 
year,  another  almanac  edited  by  Daniel  Freebetter,  both 
printed  and  sold  by  Peter  Edes,  at  Newport.  In  1789  and 
'90,  Thornton  edited  the  Newport  Almanac,  and  in  1797  he 
edited  the  New  England  Almanac,  of  the  Bickerstaff  series, 
for  Carter  &  Wilkinson,  of  Providence. 

In  1806,  Remington  Southwick,  then  teacher  of  mathemat- 
ics in  Washington  Academy,  at  Wickford,  edited  and  had 
printed  for  him  at  Newport  "  the  Columbian  Calendar  or 
Almanac,"  and  his  son  Alpheus  Baker  Southwick,  who  in- 
herited and  cultivated  a  taste  for  mathematics  and  scientific 
pursuits,  died  in  Providence  in  1884. 

The  society  has  a  full  set  of  the  illustrated  Mercury  Al- 
manac, printed  by  John  P.  Sanborn  (the  publisher  of  the 
Newport  Mercury),  from  1876  to  1885,  except  1877,  for 
which  year  no  almanac  was  issued. 

Though  Providence  was  slow  to  make  its  first  venture  in 
almanac  making,  it  has  to-day  an  honorable  record  in  this 
line  of  business.  In  1763,  Benjamin  West  made  the  astro- 
nomical calculations  and  selections  for  the  first  number  of  the 
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New  England  Almanac,  and  William  Goddard  printed  and 
sold  the  work.  This  publication  continued  under  the  same 
editorial  care  till  1780.  William  Goddard  was  the  publisher 
for  three  years ;  Sarah  and  Wm.  Goddard  for  one  year ;  Sarah 
Goddard  &  Co.  for  one  year,  and  Sarah  Goddard  and  John 
Carter  for  two  years,  and  thence  forward  the  name  of  John 
Carter  appears  on  this  almanac  and  its  legitimate  successor 
till  1815,  which  was  the  year  after  Mr.  Carter's  death. 

In  1781  appeared  the  first  number  of  what  is  termed  a 
nc\v  series  of  almanacs.  This  series  had  for  several  years  the 
same  editor,  the  same  publisher,  and  the  same  leading  title  as 
the  last  numbers  of  the  first  series.  The  noteworthy  fact  is, 
not  that  the  character  of  the  publication  was  changed,  but 
that  the  editor  and  compiler  played  his  part  under  the  as- 
sumed name  of  Isaac  Bickerstaff, — a  pseudonym  employed 
by  Dean  Swift  a  century  before  West's  time,  and  by  Richard 
Steele  in  the  Taller  a  half  century  before.  The  "  New  Eng- 
land "  was  the  leading  title  of  the  old  or  West  series,  from 
1764  to  1780,  and  of  the  new  or  Bickerstaff  series,  from  1781 
to  1814.  The  new  series  (t.  e.,  the  Bickerstaff  series),  was 
not  styled  "  The  Rhode  Island  Almanac  "  till  1815,  when  its 
original  editor  and  publisher  had  departed  this  life,  and  the 
publication  of  the  original  Rhode  Island  Almanac,  of  New- 
port, had  been  suspended.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  styled 
indifferently  the  "Rhode  Island,"  the  "Bickerstaff,"  and 
the  "  Bickerstaff  Rhode  Island."  Its  centennial  with  the  name 
of  Isaac  Bickerstaff  upon  its  title  page  would  have  been  com- 
plete with  the  issue  of  1880,  but  for  the  break  of  one  year, 
1797,  caused  either  by  the  indisposition  of  the  stated  editor  or 
by  a  misunderstanding  between  him  and  the  publisher.  The 
failure  of  this  time-honored  annual  to  make  its  appearance 
after  1880,  caused  regret  on  the  part  of  many  citizens. 

Benjamin  West  gained  reputation  as  an  astronomer  and  an 
almanac  maker.  In  the  latter  capacity  he  succeeded  Nathaniel 
Ames  and  became  a  compeer  of  Isaiah  and  Robert  B.  Thomas, 
rendering  services  anonymously,  as  Benjamin  West  or  as 
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Isaac  Bickerstaff,  in  Newport,  Boston,  and  Norwich,  as  well 
as  in  Providence.  The  Historical  Society  has  all  but  ten 
numbers  of  the  Bickerstaff  series,  viz.,  1866,  '7,  '8,  '9,  '72,  '3, 
'4,  '5,  '8  and  '9,  and  an  earnest  appeal  is  made  for  assistance 
in  completing  the  set. 

After  an  interval  of  two  years  George  A.  Stockwell  began 
(in  1883j  a  series  of  illustrated  almanacs  entitled  "  The 
Rhode  Island  Almanac,"  which,  though  claimed  to  be  a  con- 
tinuation or  legitimate  successor  of  the  Bickerstaff,  promises 
to  become  a  greater  favorite  at  our  homes  than  either  the 
Bickerstaff,  begun  in  1781,  and  called  the  Rhode  Island  since 
1815,  or  the  original  Rhode  Island  begun  in  Newport  in 
1732. 

In  1780,  Bennett  Wheeler,  who  was  a  contemporary  of 
John  Carter  and  an  enterprising  printer,  began  the  publi- 
cation of  the  "  North  American  Calendar  "  and  continued  it 
till  1805.  The  calendar,  having  the  name  of  Benjamin  West 
on  the  title  page  of  many  of  its  numbers,  became  a  powerful 
rival  of  the  Bickerstaff  Almanac,  published  by  John  Carter  ; 
and  hence  arose  an  almanac  feud  which  was  in  the  doggerel 
of  the  day  likened  unto  the  "  War  of  the  Roses."  Of  this 
series  of  almanacs  the  society  wants  five  numbers  to  complete 
its  set,  viz.,  for  1799,  1800,  '1,  '3,  and  '5. 

B.  F.  Moore  published  the  "  Providence  Almanac  and 
Business  Directory"  from  1843  to  1845  inclusive,  and  John 
F.  Moore  from  1846  to  1850.  Hugh  H.  Brown  resumed  this 
publication  in  1855,  adding  to  its  attractions  biographical 
sketches  of  distinguished  men  of  Rhode  Island,  and  issued 
three  numbers.  Ten  of  the  eleven  volumes  with  the  above 
title  are  bound  in  cloth.  The  biographical  sketches  of  several 
of  the  notable  men  of  the  State,  contained  in  the  volumes  for 
1855,  '6  and  '7,  are  sought  and  read  with  interest  to  the  pres- 
ent time. 

George  0.  Willard  issued  the  "  Providence  Almanac"  (il- 
lustrated) for  the  years  1874  and  '75.  An  edition  of  this 
publication  was  also  issued  as  "  The  Pawtucket  Almanac." 
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Sampson,  Davenport  &  Co.  issued  Volumes  I.  and  II. 
"  Providence  Almanac  and  Business  Directory  "  for  1880  and 
1881,  bound  in  cloth  and  gotten  up  after  the  fashion  of  the 
"  Boston  Almanac  "  before  referred  to. 

In  1883  J.  A.  &  R.  A.  Reid  issued  at  Providence  "  The 
Artistic  Almanac." 

Having  done  thus  much  towards  producing  a  list  of  Rhode 
Island  Almanacs  in  the  possession  of  this  society,  I  propose 
now  to  call  attention  to  one  of  many  illustrations  found  in 
the  Historical  Cabinet,  of  the  uses  to  which  almanacs  were 
put  in  the  last  century.  The  almanacs  to  which  I  refer  are 
Nathaniel  Ames's,  for  1757  and  1758.  They  are  inter-leaved 
so  that  with  thirty  pages  of  printed  matter  are  forty-eight 
pages  devoted  exclusively  to  writing.  The  margins  of  the 
printed  pages  and  every  available  space  on  the  other  pages  are 
finely  and  closely  written  over.  The  almanac  and  record  of 
1758  are  fastened  with  those  of  1757,  within  a  cover  which 
is  labelled: 

"  HISTORICAL   SOCIETY,  R.  I. 
FOR  NORTHERN  CABINET. 
A.  D.,  1826- 

Who  the  author  of  this  diary  and  "  Memorandum  of  Re- 
markable Events  "  (the  title  standing  at  the  head  of  each 
page)  was,  does  not  appear  on  record,  and  we  find  in  the 
context  at  best,  only  clues  to  his  real  name.  Yet  we  can 
trace  the  man,  gain  a  clear  idea  of  his  characteristics  and 
have  reason  to  believe  : 

1.  That  he  had  been  a  physician  inoculating  for  small- 
pox, though  he  did  not  practice  medicine  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  diary. 

2.  That  he  or  his  wife  (probably  the  latter)  was  related 
to  the  Greenes,  of  Warwick,  the  Almys,  and  the  Carrs. 

3.  That  though  he  used  the  vocabulary  of  the  Friends,  he 
was  more  intimately  associated  with  the  Baptists. 
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4.  That  he  was  an  intelligent,  benevolent  and  well-in- 
formed person,  carefully  observing  the  order  of  nature,  and 
taking  note  of  passing  events  in  different  parts  of  these  plan- 
tations. 

He  does  not  state  where  he  resided,  and  with  my  limited 
acquaintance  with  the  places  named  I  cannot  satisfactorily 
settle  this  point.  He  buried  his  son  at  Newtown,  and  he 
often  speaks  of  Newtown,  thus  leading  me  at  the  outset  to 
think  that  he  lived  near  a  village  of  that  name  in  Portsmouth. 
But  this  theory  is  inconsistent  with  other  statements.  After 
a  violent  rain  storm  he  went  to  the  Great  Bridge  to  see  the 
effects  of  the  flood.  His  children  went  to  Providence  to 
witness  a  baptizing  and  returned  home  the  same  day,  and 
repeatedly  made  this  excursion  between  10  A.  M.  and  7  P.  M., 
stopping  at  Uncle  Elisha  Greene's  once  on  his  way  back  and 
forth.  Once  he  went  to  Potowomut  and  waited  there  till  the 
boat  from  Newtown  came  along  and  took  him  to  Newport. 
On  another  occasion  he  set  out  at  10  A.  M.,  reached  the  ferry 
at  2  P.  M.,  and  Newport  at  6  o'clock.  On  his  return  at  the 
close  of  the  week,  he  left  Newport  at  2  P.  M.,  reached  the 
South  Ferry  at  5.30,  and  arrived  home  "  through  mud  and 
mire  "  at  9  o'clock.  Once  he  left  Newport  at  2.30  o'clock 
and  arrived  home  at  6,  and  once  he  appends  "  L.  D.  P."  to  a 
brief  request  addressed  to  printers.  Queries.  Where  was 
the  ferry  ?  Where  the  Great  Bridge  ?  Where  the  Newtown 
to  which  he  refers  ?  Where  his  home  ?  and  what  was  his 
name  ? 

Here  we  are  reminded  of  Montgomery's  "  Common  Lot "  : 

"  Once,  in  the  flight  of  ages  past, 

There  lived  a  man,  and  who  was  he? 
Mortal,  howe'er  thy  lot  be  cast, 
That  man  resembled  thee. 

"  Unknown  the  region  of  his  birth, 

The  land  in  which  lie  died. 
His  name  has  perished  from  the  earth, 
This  truth  survives  alone." 
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He  has  given  a  very  full  account  of  the  weather  for  up- 
wards of  two  years.  On  the  first  page  of  the  pamphlet  are 
noted  the  dates  of  thirty-one  snow  storms,  from  Nov.  3, 1756, 
to  April  4,  1757.  On  the  last  page  is  a  well-written  treatise 
on  the  small-pox,  showing  that  he  had  unbounded  faith  in 
the  use  of  mercury  and  antimony  and  in  the  practice  of  bleed- 
ing. His  records  of  marriages,  deaths  and  funerals  are  nu- 
merous, and  his  remarks  about  them  are  interesting.  Here 
and  there  may  be  found  some  detailed  account  of  his  petty 
farming  business,  as  how  many  hills  of  beans  he  planted  on 
certain  days  of  the  year,  or  when  he  began  to  pasture  his 
horse  in  his  neighbor's  lot.  His  careful  observations  of  wind 
and  weather  indicate  the  habits  of  a  sea-faring  man.  His 
canoe,  which  was  fastened  to  a  wharf  near  his  house,  was 
manifestly  his  most  important  means  of  locomotion.  Dire 
events  and  rumors  of  them  were  apparently  caught  up  and 
recorded  with  as  keen  a  relish  as  if  he  had  been  a  modern  news- 
paper reporter.  He  records  the  capture  of  Louisburg  July 
26, 1758  and,  after  the  fashion  of  some  modern  poetasters, 
writes  doggerel  to  express  his  respect  for  the  mercy  shown  by 
the  victorious  English  towards  their  captives  on  that  occasion, 
and  his  abhorrence  of  the  cruelty  committed  by  the  French  at 
Fort  Du  Quesne  (Pittsburgh). 

The  pamphlet  bears  evident  marks  of  system,  order  and 
economy.  Its  headings  and  lines  on  each  page  are  made  with 
red  ink.  It  contains  a  variety  of  observations  on  various  sub- 
jects, and  if  printed  word  for  word  and  furnished  with  ex- 
planatory notes,  would  in  my  opinion,  interest  meteorologists, 
genealogists  and  antiquarians.  The  diary  begins  on  page  two 
thus : 

1757. 

Jan.  16.  Christopher  Greene  married  to  Esq.  Lippits  Daughter 
the  same  Day  one  of  Coll.  Lows  Daughters  married 
to  Warner. 

17.  Very  Cold  a  woman  froze  to  Death  near  Providence, 
by  ye  Post  the  advice  came  who  See  her  Lye  near 
a  fence  By  ye  Rhoad. 
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Jan.  20.     Another  of  Coll.  Stephen  Lows  Daughters  married  to 

Bn  Spencer. 

23.  Capt.  Charles  Holden  married  To  Widdow  Martin  a 
Very  agreeable  match  which  is  generally  allowed  by 
all. 

27.  This  Day  about  4  P.  M.  my  Son  Thomas  Died  after 

a  long  Illness,  aged  5  months   &   11  Days  I  buried 
him  a  Newtown  the  Preachers  were  Unke  E.  Greene 
Eldr  J.  Gorton  &  Cap,"  C.  Holden." 
Feb.   25.     Capt.  Esek  Hopkins  arrived  with  a  prize. 

28.  Now  up  as  far  as  Pawtuxet." 

The  above  is  on  the  margin  of  the  10th  page.  On  the  mar- 
gin of  the  75th  page  is  the  following  note : 

"  24th  December  1758  a  fire  P»roke  out  in  the  Court  house  at 
Providence  by  which  means  (I  arn  told)  consumed  to  the  Ground 
and  one  more  of  ye  houses  near  by  Suffered  the  same  fate — a 
Sadd  affair  for  ye  Government." 

Falling  stars,  earthquakes,  violent  storms,  and  casualties  of 
various  kinds,  including  the  hanging  at  Providence  of  an 
Indian  named  Absalom,  are  carefully  noted.  Among  the 
deaths  and  burials  mentioned,  are  Judge  Benjamin  Greene 
and  his  son,  Gov.  William  Greene,  Richard  Greene,  "Father" 
Greene,  "Uncle"  Fones  Greene,  John  Greene  of  Potowomut, 
Abraham  Coggeshall,  Col.  Daniel  Updike  of  North  Kings- 
town, and  many  other  noteworthy  Rhode  Island  citizens  of 
that  period.  He  mentions  having  attended  a  meeting  at 
North  Kingstown,  where  he  met  a  multitude  of  people  and 
saw  Pardon  Tillinghast,  the  son  of  his  oft-named  friend 
Philip,  baptized. 

His  frequent  use  of  local  Indian  names  and  of  old  colonial 
family  names  serves  to  carry  our  minds  back  to  the  middle  of 
the  last  century,  and  his  many  incidental  accounts  of  homely 
hospitalities,  together  with  the  mention  of  "  Old  Phillis,"  re- 
mind us  of  scenes  in  the  Narragansett  country  depicted  by 
Wilkins  Updike  and  Shepherd  Tom. 

The  leading  objects  of  this  paper  are  : 
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1.  To  awaken  interest  in  almanac  literature,  with  a  view 
to  save  from  devouring  flames  and  remorseless  paper  mills 
the  almanacs  that  may  yet  be  found  in  the  trunks,  drawers 
and  attics  of  various  families  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

2.  To  acquire  the  means  of  completing  imperfect  series 
of  almanacs,  and  obtain  information  about,  if  not  a  copy  of, 
every  almanac  that  has  been  either  printed  in  Rhode  Island 
or  edited  by  a  Rhode  Island  citizen. 

3.  To  make  a  grateful  acknowledgment,  of  gifts  for  our 
almanac  department,  with  special  mention  of  the  librarian  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  the  librarian  of  the  Con- 
gregational Library,  Boston,  and  Messrs.  John  C.  Stockwell 
and  Henry  T.  Drowne  of  New  York  city. 

4.  To  prompt  some  persons  to  undertake  the  task  of  fur- 
nishing a  list  of  all  our  city,  town  and  State  directories,  church 
manuals,  and  gravestone  inscriptions  in  church  yards. 

5.  To  urge  the  strict  observance  of  the  common  law  re- 
quiring every  Rhode  Island  author  or  publisher  to  place  a 
copy  of  his  work  in  the  archives  of  this  society. 
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IN  greeting  you  at  this  beginning  of  another  winter's 
course  of  Historical  Papers,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  pre- 
sent a  sketch  of  the  life  and  services  of  our  late  associate,  the 
Hon.  John  Russell  Bartlett,  who  died  in  May  last,  in  the  eighty- 
first  year  of  his  age.  His  name  has  stood  on  the  roll  of  the 
Society  since  1831,  longer  by  several  years  than  that  of  any 
one  now  among  the  living.  He  had  rendered  it  many  import- 
ant services,  and  more  than  this,  he  had  been  engaged  for  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  active  promotion  of  the  studies 
and  pursuits  which  it  is  the  design  of  this  Society  to  cherish 
and  encourage.  By  his  contributions  to  literature,  by  his 
services  to  the  State  and  to  the  Country  while  holding  con- 
spicuous public  positions,  he  had  acquired  an  honorable  dis- 
tinction which  deserves  to  be  cherished  and  perpetuated  here 
in  the  city  of  his  birth,  and  by  the  people  among  whom  the 
greater  part  of  his  long  life  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  Bartlett  was  born  in  Providence,  of  Rhode  Island 
parents,  on  the  23d  of  October,  1805.  In  the  first  year  of 
his  life  his  family  moved  to  Kingston,  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
there  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  to  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  Such  education  as  he  received  was  obtained  at  the 
schools  in  Kingston,  at  an  academy  in  Lowville  in  one  of  the 
upper  counties  of  New  York,  where  he  spent  two  years,  and 
at  a  school  in  Montreal,  where  he  spent  one  year.  The  instruc- 
tion at  these  places  seems  to  have  been  mainly  rudimentary ; 
but  he  acquired  an  elegant  penmanship,  he  learned  to  be  an 
accurate  accountant,  and  became  qualified  to  assist  his  father 
in  conducting  a  somewhat  extensive  business,  in  one  direction 
with  western  New  York  and  in  another  with  distant  towns 


in  Canada.  He  also  in  some  way  became  a  skillful  draughts- 
man and  delighted  in  the  sketching  of  scenery.  He  was  prac- 
ticed in  all  the  athletic  sports  of  the  time,  in  hunting  and 
fishing,  in  winter  excursions  over  the  snow,  and  in  sailing 
and  skating  on  the  St.  Lawrence.  But  what  distinguished 
him  even  more  than  these  was  an  intense  love  of  reading 
and  an  insatiable  thirst  for  knowledge,  especially  for  histori- 
cal and  geographical  knowledge  of  every  kind.  His  earliest 
recollections  were  of  the  events,  the  excitements  and  alarms' 
connected  with  the  war  of  1812,  during  which  his  father's 
family  ^|ere  residing  in  the  enemy's  country,  and  Kingston 
was  repeatedly  threatened  with  bombardment  by  the  gun- 
boats of  the  United  States,  and  its  inhabitants  were  com- 
pelled to  take  refuge  in  the  interior. 

Besides  all  this  there  was  a  certain  strangeness  and  mys- 
tery at  that  time  inherent  in  Canadian  life.  The  population 
•was  strikingly  diversified.  It  was  not  uncommon  to  see  in 
Ihe  streets  of  Kingston  painted  Indians  in  all  their  wildness 
from  the  distant  shores  of  Lake  Huron  or  Lake  Superior, 
and  to  meet  on  every  hand  the  unchanged  and  still  defiant 
descendants  of  those  who  had  conquered  the  country  and 
held  it  till  it  was  taken  from  them  by  the  English.  It  was 
then,  perhaps,  the  most  thoroughly  historic  region  on  the 
American  Continent,  for  it  was  the  region  in  which  the  two 
great  nations  of  Europe  had  struggled  in  deadly  strife  for  the 
control  of  its  destiny,  and  in  this  strife  the  early  native 
tribes  had  been  engaged  on  both  sides,  with  all  their  savage 
ferocity — a  strife,  the  legends  of  which  Mr.  Cooper  had 
already  woven  into  some  of  his  earlier  novels,  and  the  grand 
phases  of  which  have  more  recently  been  described  in  the 
charming  volumes  of  Mr.  Parkman.  In  such  a  region  and 
amidst  such  influences,  we  can  readily  imagine  how  his  mind 
came  to  receive  that  early  bias  towards  everything  relating 
to  the  origin,  the  varieties  and  the  fortunes  of  the  human 
race,  which  so  largely  engaged  the  study  of  his  later  years. 

In  1824,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence on  a  visit  to  his  maternal  uncle,  Captain  William  Rus- 
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sell,  whom  many  people  of  Providence  remember  as  the  veteran 
dry  goods  dealer,  who  was  the  first  to  abandon  North  Main 
street  and  to  open  a  shop  on  Westminster  street,  and  who  was 
also  the  first  to  move  into  the  Arcade  after  that  building  was 
erected.  His  uncle  made  him  a  clerk  in  his  shop,  and  there  he 
spent  three  or  four  years.  While  here  he  saw  much  of  Mr. 
CyrusButler,  then  the  wealthiest  citizen  of  Providence  and  the 
President  and  principal  owner  of  the  bank  of  North  America, 
and  in  1828  he  was  by  him  appointed  to  the  place  of  book- 
keeper in  the  bank.  In  this  position  he  made  himself  exceed- 
ingly useful  to  Mr.  Butler,  and  received  an  unusual  share  of 
his  confidence  and  esteem.  In  1831  he  was  chosen  cashier 
of  the  Globe  Bank  at  its  organization,  and  on  his  assuming 
the  office,  Mr.  Butler  offered  to  become  his  bondsman — a 
proceeding  which  indicates  the  fullest  confidence  in  his 
fidelity. 

While  a  bookkeeper  under  the  eye  of  Mr.  Butler  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Franklin  Society,  of  which  Mr.  William  T. 
Grinnell  was  President,  and  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society,  and  he  was  one  of  the  three  or  four  earliest  projec- 
tors and  founders  of  the  original  Providence  Athenaeum. 
By  his  influence  with  Mr.  Butler,  I  think,  he  must  have  done 
more  than  any  other  was  able  to  do,  for  securing  its  estab- 
lishment. He  obtained  from  him  the  subscription  of  $1,200 
on  which  its  existence  depended,  he  secured  for  it  a  room  in 
the  Arcade,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Library  Committee  for 
purchasing  its  books,  and  continued  to  be  an  active  promoter 
of  its  interests  so  long  as  he  remained  in  Providence.  After 
his  removal  to  New  York,  and  on  the  establishment  of  the 
Athenaeum  on  its  present  basis,  he  raised  among  Providence 
people  in  that  city  a  special  subscription  for  the  purchase  of 
those  earliest  ornaments  of  its  library,  the  Description  of 
Egypt  prepared  by  the  order  of  Napoleon  I.  after  his  cam- 
paign in  that  country,  together  with  the  Musee  Fran9ais  and 
the  Musee  Royale,  and  for  the  former  of  these  great  works, 
he  devised  the  case  in  which  it  has  always  been  kept,  and 
painted  the  Egyptian  figures  on  its  columns.  In  these  early 


labors  for  founding  the  Athenaeum,  he  was  associated  most 
especially  with  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Webb  and  the  Rev. 
Frederic  A.  Farley,  D.  D.,  who  still  lives  a  venerable  and 
honored  clergyman  in  Brooklyn. 

It  was  in  1831  that  the  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Anti- 
quaries of  Copenhagen  were  prosecuting  enquiries  relating 
to  traces  of  early  voyages  of  the  Northmen  to  New  England, 
and  especially  to  the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay.  They  had 
published  a  formal  request  to  New  England  Antiquarians  to 
assist  them  in  obtaining  the  information  which  they  desired. 
The  matter  at  length  engaged  the  attention  of  this  Society, 
and  Dr.  Webb,  Mr.  Bartlett  and  Mr.  Albert  G.  Greene  were 
appointed  to  make  the  requisite  enquiries.  The  two  former 
made  visits  to  the  Dighton  Rock,  and  Mr.  Bartlett  prepared 
a  careful  plat  and  facsimile  of  the  marks  on  its  surface. 
They  also  visited  certain  so-called  inscription  rocks  on  the 
east  shore  of  the  island  of  Rhode  Island,  and  at  a  later 
period  they  inspected  a  rock  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stiles  had 
mentioned  in  his  diary,  as  having  inscriptions  resembling 
Hebrew  letters.  Of  all  these  so-called  inscriptions,  Mr. 
Bartlett  made  facsimiles.  The  result  of  these  several  visits 
of  inspection  were  reported  to  the  Society  and  ordered  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Northern  Antiquarians  by  the  Secre- 
tary, Dr.  Webb.  Though  neither  the  Society  nor  the  com- 
mittee expressed  any  opinion  as  to  the  importance  or  the 
origin  of  these  so-called  inscriptions,  the  communications 
were  received  with  great  satisfaction.  They  were  printed  in 
one  of  their  volumes  known  as  Antiquitatcs  Amcricauac. 
Their  thanks  were  communicated  to  this  Society  and  Messrs. 
Bartlett  and  Webb  were  made  honorary  members  of  their 
body.  Professor  C.  C.  Rafn,  a  learned  scholar  of  the  time, 
was  secretary  of  the  Copenhagen  Antiquarians  and  con- 
ducted their  part  of  the  correspondence.  The  incident 
gained  for  the  Society  its  earliest  celebrity,  and  it  led  to  a 
continued  correspondence  of  kindly  esteem,  especially  with 
Mr.  Bartlett,  which  did  not  cease  till  the  death  of  Professor 
Rafn,  in  1864. 


In  1836,  Mr.  Bartlett  moved  to  New  York  and  engaged  in 
business  for  a  time  in  a  dry  goods  commission  house,  but 
soon  became  associated  with  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Welford, 
as  a  bookseller,  the  firm  bearing  the  well  remembered  name 
of  Bartlett  &  Welford,  whose  place  of  business  was  in  the 
Astor  House  building,  then  just  erected.  They  dealt  largely 
in  foreign  books  and  their  rooms  were  a  resort  for  the  lead- 
ing scholars  and  literary  men  of  New  York.  Among  these 
Mr.  Bartlett  made  many  interesting  acquaintances  and  life- 
long friends.  He  had  already  been  chosen  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  and  was  now  its  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  while  its  President  was  Albert  Gallatin,  whose 
long  life,  varied  attainments  and  eminent  public  services  made 
him  the  patriarch  and  chief  of  the  scholars  and  public  men 
of  the  city.  With  Mr.  Gallatin  he  was  soon  admitted  to  an 
intimacy  which  grew  closer  to  the  end  of  the  life  of  that 
illustrious  man.  He  became  his  most  efficient  helper  in  his 
latest  published  work  on  "  Peace  with  Mexico."  It  was  at 
Mr.  Bartlett's  suggestion  and  with  his  assistance  that  he  took 
a  leading  part  in  the  formation  of  the  American  Ethnological 
Society,  of  which  he  was  President  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
In  this  Society  and  in  the  Historical  Society,  the  one  as  Sec- 
retary and  the  other  as  President,  they  worked  together  with 
the  zeal  and  satisfaction  which  spring  from  mutual  confi- 
dence, and  from  sentiments,  interests  and  tastes  cherished  by 
both,  and  they  had  for  their  associates  men  well  known  as 
votaries  and  masters  in  all  liberal  studies.  In  associations 
like  these  he  spent  the  twelve  or  fifteen  best  and  most  pro- 
gressive years  of  his  life.  He  investigated  interesting  sub- 
jects, he  prepared  elaborate  papers  for  his  two  Societies,  and 
did  an  amount  of  work  for  both  which  was  surpassed  by  no 
other  member  of  either.  He  also  suggested  and  encouraged 
historical  and  ethnological  studies  or  explorations  for  those 
who  had  special  facilities  for  prosecuting  them,  and  in  these 
suggestions  some  well-known  and  valuable  works  had  their 
origin. 

In  1839  Mr.  John  L.  Stephens,  of  New  York,  was  appointed 


by  President  Van  Buren  a  special  Minister  to  the  States  of 
Central  America.  He  had  acquired  renown  as  the  author  of 
"Incidents  of  Travel  in  Egypt,  Arabia  Petfaea  and  the  Holy 
Land."  Mr.  Bartlett  took  occasion  to  call  his  attention  to 
Yucatan  and  the  States  of  Central  America  as  a  most 
important  field  for  exploration,  and  showed  him  how  rich  it 
was  in  the  remains  of  perhaps  the  most  ancient  and  unique 
civilization  in  the  new  world.  The  information  was  wholly 
new  to  Mr.  Stephens,  but  he  became  so  much  interested  in  it 
that  he  determined  to  act  upon  it.  He  made  the  requisite 
preparations,  and  so  soon  as  he  had  accomplished  the  special 
object  of  his  mission,  he  entered  upon  the  work  of  explora- 
tion and  prosecuted  it  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  success. 
The  results  were  published  in  the  well-known  work  entitled 
"  Incidents  of  Travel  in  Central  America  and  Yucatan," — a 
work  which  was  pronounced  at  the  time  "  the  richest  contri- 
bution ever  made  by  any  one  man  to  the  subject  of  American 
Antiquities."  A  service  not  unlike  this  he  also  rendered  in 
connection  with  the  first  literary  work  of  Mr.  E.  G.  Squier 
at  the  beginning  of  his  now  distinguished  literary  career. 
He  came  to  New  York  from  Ohio  an  unknown  man,  bring- 
ing with  him  his  work  on  the  "  Original  Mounds  in  the  Valley 
of  the  Mississippi."  He  had  bought  books  of  Mr.  Bartlett 
and  had  received  encouragement  in  his  explorations,  and  he 
now  placed  before  him  the  first  fruits  of  what  he  had  done. 
Mr.  Bartlett  received  him  with  the  utmost  kindness.  He 
introduced  him  to  Mr.  Gallatin  and  to  the  members  of  the 
Ethnological  Society,  who  examined  his  work  with  care  and 
united  in  recommending  it  to  Professor  Henry  and  the 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  as  a  suitable  book 
to  form  the  first  volume  of  their  now  long  and  valuable  series 
of  "  Contributions  to  Knowledge."  This  work  of  Mr.  Squier, 
published  with  these  auspices,  led  to  the  beginning  of  that 
enlightened  interest  which  now  prevails  concerning  the  archae- 
ology of  our  continent.  It  dissipated  the  narrow  delusion 
that  its  earliest  importance  began  with  the  arrival  of  Euro- 
peans on  its  shores,  and  that  there  was  nothing  here  worth 


studying  before  the  settlement  at  Jamestown  or  the  landing 
of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth. 

It  was  while  residing  in  New  York  that  he  published  his 
first  book,  the  "Dictionary  of  Americanisms,"  a  most  credit- 
able work,  which  was  suggested  by  his  own  observation  of 
the  great  number  of  words,  not  pure  English,  in  use  among 
the  American  people.  It  appeared  at  a  time  when  the  coun- 
try had  recently  been  flooded  with  such  books  as  the  "  Letters 
of  Major  Jack  Downing "  and  of  "  Sam  Slick,"  and  the 
"Speeches  and  Autobiography  of  David  Crockett ;"  and  the 
great  variety  of  extracts  from  these  and  similar  works  which 
it  contained  gave  a  rare  piquancy  to  the  dictionary.  It  has 
passed  through  four  editions,  the  fourth  having  appeared 
greatly  enlarged  in  1878.  It  was  also  translated  without  the 
extracts  into  Dutch  and  printed  in  Holland  in  1854.  The 
book  was  reviewed  with  marked  commendation  in  Blackwood's 
Magazine  and  in  the  London  Times,  and  was  described  as  an 
"entertaining"  and  "most  meritorious  work."  Its  speci- 
mens of  "Yankee  English"  were  regarded  with  peculiar 
interest. 

In  1850  Mr.  Bartlett  withdrew  from  business  as  a  book- 
seller, and  returned  to  Providence,  which  he  always  regarded 
as  his  home.  His  residence  of  fifteen  years  in  New  York  had 
been  attended  with  great  advantages  and  with  opportunities 
for  mental  culture,  for  literary  acquisitions  and  for  social 
intercourse  of  the  most  improving  kind.  It  had  given  him 
new  and  higher  aspirations,  but  it  had  not  in  any  adequate 
degree  improved  his  fortunes,  and  in  the  midst  of  increasing 
competitions  a  larger  capital  than  he  could  command  had 
become  indispensable  in  his  business.  He  was  encouraged 
by  his  friends  to  seek  a  position  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  at  one  time  hoped  to  be  sent  as  Minister  to  Den- 
mark, where  he  might  renew  his  acquaintance  with  Professor 
Rafn  and  the  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries.  The  mission, 
however,  was  given  to  another,  but  he  received  from  Presi- 
dent Taylor  an  appointment  as  Commissioner  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  for  establishing  the  boundary  line  between 


this  country  and  Mexico,  in  accordance  with  the  treaty  which 
had  been  ratified  by  the  two  Governments.  This  appoint- 
ment, though  not  such  as  he  had  sought,  was  a  highly  honor- 
able one,  and  was  also  connected  with  important  public  inter- 
ests. The  Commission  of  which  he  was  now  the  head  had 
been  created  in  the  preceding  Administration,  and  the  Com- 
missioner first  appointed  had  been  set  aside  on  the  advent  of 
a  new  President.  It  provided  for  a  service  of  great  diffi- 
culty and  great  complexity.  It  was  sure  to  be  embarrassed 
by  the  still  hostile  relations  of  the  border  populations  of  both 
countries.  It  was  also  made  difficult  by  the  very  geography 
of  the  region  through  which  the  boundary  line  was  to  be  run. 
This  was  a  desert  region  roamed  over  by  savages,  with  only 
here  and  there  a  settlement  by  inhabitants  of  either  country, 
and  the  line  was  to  be  traced  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  along  beds  of  rivers,  across  trackless  prairies 
and  over  mountain  ranges,  through  one  of  the  least  explored 
portions  of  North  America. 

This  Boundary  Commission  was  also  a  great  enterprise  of 
exploration  and  in  one  sense  of  occupation,  of  the  new  terri- 
tory which  had  been  acquired  by  the  United  States.  The 
Commission  was  instructed  to  ascertain  the  height  of  its 
mountains,  the  depth  of  its  rivers,  the  extent  of  its  forests, 
the  character  of  its  soil,  and  most  especially  the  practicabil- 
ity of  a  railroad  across  it  from  one  ocean  to  the  other.  For 
all  this  diversified  work  neither  the  time  nor  the  expense 
could  be  estimated.  Several  years  at  least  were  to  be  allowed 
for  its  completion.  A  company  of  assistants,  some  of  them 
officers  of  the  army,  some  of  them  officers  of  the  navy,  and 
others  civilians,  not  less  than  a  hundred  and  five  in  number, 
was  to  be  provided,  which,  when  organized  under  the  Com- 
missioner, consisted  of  four  sections  —  two  for  astronomical 
observations  to  determine  all  matters  of  latitude  and  longi- 
tude and  two  for  surveying  the  route  along  which  the  line 
was  to  be  run.  And  for  the  protection  of  the  entire  Commis- 
sion a  detachment  of  eighty-five  soldiers  of  the  army,  com- 
manded by  a  colonel,  was  specially  detailed.  In  a  body  of 
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men  so  composed  and  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
there  were  all  the  elements  of  every  species  of  confusion  and 
trouble.  To  control  it  and  make  it  effective  in  a  region 
beyond  the  bounds  of  civilization  was  a  task  attended  with 
the  gravest  difficulties  and  clangers,  a  task,  too,  in  little  accord 
with  the  quiet  tastes  and  studious  habits  of  Mr.  Bartlett.  It 
had,  however,  one  strong  attraction.  It  would  introduce  him 
to  new  regions  of  the  American  continent  and  to  new  races 
of  its  aboriginal  inhabitants,  and  thus  afford  new  facilities 
for  those  geographical  and  ethnic  observations  in  which  he 
so  much  delighted.  He  devoted  himself  with  the  utmost 
energy  and  zeal  for  nearly  three  years  to  the  work  of  this 
Commission,  when  the  appropriations  made  for  it  by  Congress 
became  exhausted  and  the  work  was  in  consequence  sus- 
pended. It  was  not  resided  till  another  Administration  had 
begun,  when  President  Pierce,  in  accordance  with  the  system 
of  civil  service  then  prevailing,  appointed  another  Commis- 
sioner. The  difficult  labors  performed  by  Mr.  Bartlett  in  this 
service  and  the  important  results  which  he  accomplished  are 
modestly  set  forth  in  his  reports  to  the  Government  and  in 
the  two  volumes  of  "  Personal  Narrative"  which  he  published 
in  1854.  Great  States  and  great  Territories,  once  belonging 
to  Mexico,  now  have  their  boundaries  along  the  line  which 
he  assisted  to  determine,  and  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad 
spans  the  continent  over  the  region  which  he  was  the  first  to 
survey  with  the  instruments  of  science  or  to  sketch  with  the 
pencil  of  art.  They  who  would  know  what  were  its  features 
and  how  it  was  inhabited  thirty  years  ago,  will  turn  with  sat- 
isfaction to  these  agreeable  volumes  and  to  the  well-drawn 
sketches  of  scenery  and  of  savage  life  which  they  contain. 

In  1855  he  was  chosen  by  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  to 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  an  office  which  he  continued 
to  hold  by  annual  election  for  seventeen  years.  In  one  of 
these  years  he  had  the  singular  fortune  to  receive  every  vote 
that  was  cast  in  the  election,  a  fact  which  illustrates  the  esti- 
mation in  which  his  services  and  character  were  held  by  the 
people  of  the  State.  Other  Secretaries  have  held  the  office 
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for  longer  periods.  Henry  Ward,  in  the  last  century,  held  it 
for  thirty-seven  years,  a  period,  I  believe,  attained  by  no  other 
official  in  Rhode  Island  history ;  and  Henry  Bowen,  in  the 
present  century,  held  it  for  thirty  years,  but  it  is  not  recorded 
of  either  of  these  or  of  any  other  that  he  was  ever  chosen 
by  popular  election  without  a  single  vote  in  opposition. 

For  this  office  Mr.  Bartlett  possessed  qualifications  of  very 
high  order,  and  he  performed  services  which  far  exceeded  in 
importance  those  of  any  of  his  predecessors.  Seldom  have 
we  had  a  more  signal  illustfation  of  the  right  man  in  the 
right  office.  Hitherto  the  Secretary  of  State  had  been  little 
more  than  a  chief  recording  officer  of  the  General  Assembly 
whose  signature  was  essential  in  certain  State  documents,  in 
official  commissions  both  civil  and  military,  and  in  some  other 
matters  of  unchanging  routine.  Mr.  Bartlett  was  the  first 
to  appreciate  the  office  in  its  true  connection  with  the  public 
interests  and  with  the  historic  life  and  character  of  the 
State,  and  to  carry  that  appreciation  into  the  conduct  of  its 
affairs.  It  is  only  those  who  recall  the  office  as  it  used  to  be 
that  can  appreciate  the  change  which  he  wrought  in  its  con- 
dition. The  public  papers  of  the  State  which  had  been 
accumulating  for  two  hundred  years  were  almost  uncared  for. 
They  had  been  classified  only  very  imperfectly  according  to 
the  subjects  to  which  they  relate.  The  accumulations  of 
each  year  were  packed  in  bundles,  on  which  the  dust  of  time 
was  lying  heavily.  The  older  papers  had  become  wrinkled 
and  worn  and  were  liable  to  be  ruined,  and  it  was  a  repulsive 
task  to  search  among  them  for  the  facts  which  they  con- 
tained. Few  ever  ventured  to  look  into  them,  and  fewer  still 
derived  any  satisfaction  from  doing  so. 

Mr.  Bartlett  very  early  made  known  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly this  condition  of  the  records  and  papers  in  his  office,  and 
requested  that  a  joint  committee  of  both  houses  be  appointed 
to  report  what  action  should  be  taken  for  their  preservation. 
The  result  was  that  the  Secretary  of  State  was  authorized  to 
classify  and  arrange  all  the  manuscript  documents  in  his 
office,  and  cause  them  to  be  bound  in  suitable  volumes.  This 
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work  was  immediately  begun,  and  with  such  assistance  as 
was  required,  was  carried  to  an  early  completion.  Thus  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  State  were  its  public 
papers  relating  to  the  long  period  between  1647  and  1842, 
about  twenty-five  thousand  in  number,  put  in  order,  restored 
and  bound  in  a  hundred  and  ninety-two  volumes  and  twenty- 
eight  portfolios.  This  work  of  the  Secretary  rescued  our 
archives  from  the  reproach  which  they  certainly  deserved, 
and  made  them  as  accessible  for  all  legitimate  purposes  as 
are  the  archives  of  other  States.  In  no  other  similar  office 
are  historical  documents  now  more  readily  obtained  for  con- 
sultation. 

Not  less  important  in  its  consequences,  and  certainly  not 
less  interesting  to  the  people  of  the  State,  is  the  compilation 
and  publication  of  Extracts  from  the  Colonial  Records  from 
1647  to  1792,  in  ten  octavo  volumes.  These  volumes  have 
been  circulated  in  all  our  towns  -  and  have  done  much  to 
instruct  the  people  in  our  local  history.  They  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  copious  index  and  also  by  a  separate  volume  con- 
taining the  papers  relating  to  the  burning  of  the  Gaspee,  and 
the  enquiries  and  proceedings  instituted  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment concerning  that  daring  act  of  incipient  defiance 
and  rebellion.  Some  years  before  his  election,  the  Assembly 
had  made  an  order  that  the  Secretary  of  State  should  pre- 
pare an  index  to  the  entire  series  of  printed  acts  and  resolves, 
from  their  beginning  in  1750.  This  work,  however,  had  not 
been  performed,  and  he  began  it  anew,  according  to  his  own 
plan,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  completed  it,  in  two  vol- 
umes, to  1860.  The  volumes  embrace  the  schedules,  as  they 
are  called,  of  a  hundred  and  eleven  years,  and  they  are  said 
to  contain  upwards  of  twenty-five  thousand  references.  He 
also  found,  among  the  loosely  kept  archives  of  his  office,  a 
census  of  the  population  of  all  the  towns  of  the  State  in 
1774,  which  he  also  edited  and  arranged  alphabetically  and 
caused  to  be  printed  in  a  volume  of  nearly  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pages.  Labors  like  these,  I  need  not  say,  were  for  the 
most  part  wholly  supplemental  to  the  regular  duties  of  his 
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office  and  they  were  performed  with  but  slight  assistance  and 
with  but  moderate  expense  to  the  treasury. 

During  his  term  of  office  came  the  excited  and  anxious 
years  of  the  civil  war,  in  which  the  officers  of  every  State 
were  burdened  with  unwonted  labors  and  cares.  Of  these 
special  duties  he  bore  his  full  share  without  in  any  degree 
intermitting  those  in  which  he  was  already  engaged.  He 
participated,  to  the  fullest  extent,  in  the  public  councils  and 
movements  of  the  time.  He  wrote  Executive  documents 
and  conducted  Executive  correspondence.  He  framed  meas- 
ures of  legislation  and  bore  continually  in  his  thoughts  the 
interests  and  the  honor  of  the  State.  He  was  often  sent  to 
represent  it  on  public  occasions  in  other  States  and  at  Wash- 
ington. He  was  a  member  of  the  Commission  for  preparing 
the  National  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg,  and  of  this  Commis- 
sion he  was  made  the  Secretary,  and  edited  the  interesting 
volume  relating  to  that  sanctuary  of  the  patriot  dead  and  to 
its  public  consecration  by  President  Lincoln.  He  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  encourage  and  sustain  the  Rhode  Isl- 
and regiments  in  the  service  of  the  Union  and  to  preserve 
the  memories  of  those  who  fell  on  fields  of  battle.  He  pre- 
pared the  volume  of  memoirs  of  the  officers  and  was  one  of 
the  first  to  suggest  and  the  most  active  to  promote  the  erec- 
tion of  the  monument  which  the  State  has  reared  to  the 
memory  of  all  its  soldiers  and  sailors  who  gave  up  their  lives 
for  their  country.  Of  the  original  Commission  which  had 
this  work  in  charge,  he  was  the  only  member  in  official  life 
when  it  was  completed,  and  it  fell  to  him  to  prepare  the 
splendid  and  impressive  pageant  with  which  its  unveiling  was 
celebrated. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  in  all  these  extra-official  labors  his 
leading  purpose  was  to  promote  the  honor  of  the  State  and 
to  make  its  history  and  its  spirit  more  fully  understood  and 
more  fondly  appreciated  by  its  people.  This  purpose  he 
steadily  pursued  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  official 
career.  He  had  already  greatly  enlarged  the  system  of 
exchanges  of  public  documents  between  this  and  other  States, 
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and  so  soon  as  rooms  could  be  secured  for  the  purpose,  he 
brought  together  the  volumes  thus  obtained  as  the  nucleus  of 
a  State  Library.  Many  years  before  he  had  been  the  sug- 
gester  and  chief  promoter  of  the  effort  to  obtain  portraits  of 
several  of  the  most  eminent  personages  in  Rhode  Island  his- 
tory, to  be  placed  in  one  of  the  halls  of  the  University,  and 
these  portraits  were  the  beginning  of  the  interesting  collec- 
tion now  in  Sayles  Memorial  Hall.  In  the  same  spirit  he 
now  began  to  collect  portraits  of  the  Governors  of  the  State 
to  be  suspended  on  the  walls  of  the  new  library  rooms.  Of 
several  of  the  earlier  Governors  no  portraits  were  to  be  found, 
but  of  all  the  others  the  collection  is  complete.  This  was 
made  without  any  action  of  the  Legislature  and  wholly  with- 
out any  cost  to  the  treasury,  whatever  expense  was  incurred 
having  been  paid  by  contributions  which  he  himself  obtained. 
Thus  have  the  enlarged  rooms  now  in  the  care,  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  come  to  be  filled  with  books  for  legislative  ref- 
erence and  decorated  with  portraits  of  the  Chief  Magistrates 
of  the  past,  and  thus  has  our  ancient  State  House  —  in  every- 
thing but  its  narrow  dimensions  —  been  made  the  satisfac- 
tion and  the  pride  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

It  was,  I  think,  after  his  return  from  his  service  on  the 
Mexican  Boundary  Commission,  that  Mr.  Bartlett  became  con- 
nected with  the  library  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Carter  Brown. 
His  connection  with  it  was  at  first  incidental,  and  may  have 
grown  out  of  his  fondness  for  books  relating  to  early  Ameri- 
can history.  From  being  occasionally  consulted  as  a  friend 
he  soon  became  a  leading  adviser,  and  at  length  a  principal 
purchaser  of  such  books  as  its  owner  desired  to  possess,  and 
still  later  the  compiler  of  its  beautiful  and  copious  catalogue 
and  the  medium  of  communication  between  the  library  and 
those  who  sought  access  to  its  contents.  After  he  ceased  to 
be  Secretary  of  State  in  1872,  he  became  still  more  largely 
occupied  with  its  interests  and  with  the  preparation  of  its 
catalogue,  a  large  part  of  which  has  been  done  since  the  death 
of  Mr.  Brown,  whose  purposes  and  wishes  have  been  sacredly 
fulfilled  by  his  family,  so  that  it  is  now  rich  and  complete 
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even  beyond  his  own  original  designs.  This  catalogue  is 
wholly  the  work  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  is  withouj  doubt  the 
most  complete  list  of  early  Americana  which  has  ever  been 
made.  It  is  printed  in  four  imperial  octavo  volumes,  making 
together  nearly  twenty-two  hundred  pages  and  containing 
not  far  from  seven  thousand  separate  titles  in  nearly  all  the 
languages  of  the  civilized  world.  Nor  is  it  a  mere  list  of 
titles.  In  many  hundreds  of  instances  they  are  embellished 
with  the  pictures  and  vignettes  of  the  beautiful  originals  in 
the  sumptuous  ornamentation  of  the  period  to  which  they 
belong. 

Such  a  collection  of  rare  and  costly  books  could  not  fail  to 
be  of  priceless  importance  to  the  scholars  of  every  land.  In 
at  least  three  instances,  as  I  happened  to  know,  it$  liberal- 
minded  founder  sent  some  of  its  volumes  across  the  Atlantic 
to  be  consulted  by  eminent  historians  who  could  not  find 
them  in  Europe  ;  and  since  Mr.  Bartlett's  connection  with  it 
began,  scholars  from  many  different  countries  have  come  to 
it  to  solve  problems  in  history  or  philology  which  could  find 
their  solution  in  no  other  library  that  exists.  Some  twenty 
years  ago  a  learned  and  most  zealous  German  philologist, 
while  pursuing  his  researches  in  Yucatan,  chanced  to  hear  of  a 
dictionary  of  the  Maya  language,  the  most  widely  spoken  of 
the  languages  of  that  country  and  of  Central  America  before 
their  conquest  by  the  Spaniards.  The  dictionary  had  been 
made  in  the  latter  years  of  the  sixteenth  century  by  a  Jesuit 
missionary  and  the  words  were  rendered  into  Spanish,  but  it 
had  never  been  printed  and  only  a  single  copy  was  known  to 
exist.  He  learned  that  the  book  had  been  sent  to  the  United 
States.  He  landed  in  New  York,  and  after  many  inquiries 
he  was  informed' that  it  had  been  sold  some  years  before  to 
the  library  of  Mr.  Brown,  in  Providence.  He  came  here 
with  proper  credentials  and  examined  the  book,  and  found  it 
to  be  so  important  that  he  made  an  arrangement  through 
Mr.  Bartlett  to  copy  it  for  himself,  and  on  this  work  he 
expended  the  labor  of  every  day  for  more  than  a  year. 
Besides  the  dictionary  he  also  found  here  a  grammar  and 
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some  other  books  of  the  same  language  which  he  had  never 
seen,  and  he  thus  completed  his  researches  in  Providence 
amidst  advantages  which  he  could  have  found  nowhere  else 
in  the  world.  All  this  was  done  under  the  kindly  supervision 
of  Mr.  Bartlett,  to  whom  the  custody  of  the  precious  vol- 
umes was  for  the  time  entrusted.  To  have  the  care  of  this 
"peerless  Carter  Brown  collection,"  as  it  is  called  by  Mr. 
Justin  Winsor,  and  especially  to  prepare  its  catalogue,  would 
of  necessity  make  him  a  leading  authority  in  American  bibli- 
ography, and  such  he  has  long  been  acknowledged  to  be.  He 
was  frequently  consulted  as  to  the  historical  or  literary  value 
of  important  libraries  that  were  to  be  offered  for  sale,  and  in 
conspicuous  instances,  like  those  of  the  J.  J.  Cooke  and  the 
Henry  C.  Murphy  libraries,  he  was  specially  employed  to 
superintend  the  preparation  of  their  sale-catalogues.  Our 
respected  friend  and  honorary  associate,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ellis, 
President  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  of  which 
Mr.  Bartlett  was  a  corresponding  member,  on  announcing  his 
death  to  the  Society,  spoke  of  him  as  follows :  "His  fidelity, 
accuracy  and  thoroughness  of  research  and  information  on 
every  subject  of  public  or  private  interest  which  engaged  his 
mind  and  pen,  made  him  a  most  trusted  authority  and  gave 
to  his  many  published  works  a  supreme  value.  He  stood 
easily  at  the  head  of  the  ranks  of  the  bibliographers  of  our 
country.  Many  of  us,  his  associates,  are  indebted  to  him  for 
personal  favors,  and  will  warmly  cherish  the  remembrance  of 
his  affability,  courtesy  and  patient  helpfulness." 

His  varied  researches  in  many  different  fields  of  inquiry 
made  him  the  peer  and  the  associate  of  men  who  rank  among 
the  representatives  of  American  scholarship.  His  acquire- 
ments in  his  favorite  departments  of  study  were  very  diver- 
sified, and  were  made  in  the  face  of  difficulties  such  as  always 
spring  from  the  want  of  early  scientific  or  literary  training. 
That  he  overcame  these  difficulties  so  well  as  he  did,  and 
made  himself  the  adept  he  was  in  kinds  of  knowledge  which 
are  seldom  pursued  save  by  men  of  superior  education,  affords 
a  striking  illustration  of  his  innate  fondness  for  knowledge 
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and  of  the  resolute  perseverance  and  the  untiring  industry 
with  which  he  pursued  it.  I  have  mentioned  several  of  his 
published  works,  but  the  entire  list  comprises  many  others. 
Of  these  the  most  important  are,  the  "  Bibliography  of 
Rhode  Island,"  published  in  1864;  "The  Literature  of  the 
Rebellion,  or  a  Catalogue  of  books  and  pamphlets  relating  to 
the  Civil  War  and  to  American  Slavery,"  published  in  1866  ; 
"  Memoirs  of  Rhode  Island  Officers  in  the  Service  of  the 
Country  during  the  Civil  War,"  published  in  1867  ;  "  History 
of  the  Wanton  Family  of  Newport,"  published  in  1878; 
"Genealogy  of  the  Russell  Family,"  published  in  1879.  He 
was  also,  at  different  periods  of  his  life,  a  frequent  contribu- 
tor to  newspapers,  especially  to  the  Providence  Journal,  of 
which  his  kinsman  and  friend,  the  late  Senator  Anthony,  was 
so  long  the  editor.  His  contributions,  for  the  most  part, 
related  to  the  class  of  subjects  to  which  his  studies  were  prin- 
cipally devoted.  He  also  wrote  much  for  magazines  in  which 
historical  questions  are  discussed. 

Nor  must  I  omit  to  mention  another  species  of  literary 
work,  which  he  prosecuted  with  extraordinary  taste  and  skill. 
This  was  the  pictorial  and  other  illustration  of  celebrated 
books  with  appropriate  engravings,  autographs  and  other 
additions  pertinent  to  their  contents.  I  have  seen  a  list  of 
works  in  thirty-three  volumes  which  he  thus  illustrated,  and 
which  when  completed  were  expanded  to  sixty-eight  volumes 
of  the  original  size.  Among  the  most  interesting  of  these 
were  Bryan's  "Lives  of  the  Painters  and  Sculptors,"  in  two 
volumes,  /j.to.,  expanded  to  ten  volumes,  4±o.  ;  Marshall's 
"  Life  of  Washington,"  in  five  volumes,  4to.,  expanded  to  ten 
volumes  ;  his  own  "  Catalogue  of  the  Carter-Brown  Library," 
in  four  volumes,  expanded  to  seven  volumes,  illustrated  with 
ancient  maps  and  portraits  of  early  navigators  and  authors  ; 
Drake's  "Dictionary  of  American  Biography,"  in  one  volume, 
illustrated  with  more  than  eleven  hundred  portraits,  and 
expanded  to  seven  volumes,  royal  8vo.  And  in  this  con- 
nection I  may  also  mention  his  habit  of  preserving  the  mate- 
rials for  contemporary  history  by  means  of  cuttings  from  news- 
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papers  relating  to  a  particular  subject,  which  he  formed  into 
volumes.  The  most  important  work  of  this  kind  undertaken 
by  him  is  a  history  of  the  Civil  War,  from  the  first  organized 
act  of  rebellion  in  1860  to  the  final  overthrow  of  the  Confed- 
erate Government  in  1865.  This  work  is  executed  in  sixty- 
eight  volumes  and  is  of  great  value,  which  will  increase  in  the 
lapse  of  years.  The  patient  and  persistent  industry  with 
which  he  accomplished  all  this  diversified  work,  for  the  most 
part  at  periods  in  which  he  was  engrossed  with  official  labors 
and  cares,  is  one  of  the  chief  marvels  of  his  career.  For 
many  years  he  was  at  his  library  table  soon  after  the  hour  of 
six  in  the  morning,  and  was  able  to  do  this  and  other  similar 
work  before  the  working  hours  of  other  men  had  begun. 

Mr.  Bartlett  twice  visited  Europe,  first  in  1867,  and  again 
in  1873  when  he  was  accompanied  by  members  of  his  fam- 
ily, each  time  spending  a  summer  in  travelling  to  the  places 
which  he  specially  desired  to  see.  He  made  himself  ac- 
.  quainted  with  many  of  the  great  libraries  and  museums,  and 
sa\v  many  eminent  men  with  whose  works  and  character  he 
was  already  familiar.  He  had  from  his  youth  been  an  enthu- 
siastic student  of  Egyptology,  and  when  he  was  in  Berlin  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Professor  Lepsius,  the  distin- 
guished Curator  of  the  Imperial  Museum  of  Egyptian  Anti- 
quities, who  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  knowledge  of 
the  subject  that  he  offered  to  accompany  him  in  a  special  visit 
to  the  Museum  —  a  compliment  which  had  seldom  if  ever 
before  been  paid  to  a  new  acquaintance  from  any  coun- 
try. In  1848  he  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  at  Brown  University.  He  had  recently  published  his 
"  Dictionary  of  Americanisms  "  and  also  an  elaborate  essay 
on  the  "Progress  of  Ethnology,"  and  this  degree,  as  I  have 
understood,  was  conferred  upon  him  at  the  instance  of  gen- 
tlemen of  high  literary  distinction  in  New  York,  where  he 
was  then  residing.  He  was  for  thirty  years  a  member  of  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  and  for  nearly  an  equal  period 
of  the  New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society,  of  which 
he  had  Ions-  been  a  Vice  President.  He  was  also  an  hono- 


2O 

rary  or  a  corresponding  member  of  many  similar  societies  in 
all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  in  foreign  countries.  As 
honors,  these  numerous  elections  may  be  unimportant ;  but 
they  certainly  show  the  wide  extent  of  his  reputation  as  a 
votary  of  historical,  archaeological  and  other  kindred  studies. 
I  have  thus  rapidly  presented  the  leading  features  in  the 
life  and  character  of  our  late  associate  and  friend,  who  has 
been  with  us  for  so  many  years  and  has  performed  his  part  so 
worthily  and  so  well.  Beyond  this  I  may  not  go.  I  cannot 
follow  him  to  the  privacy  of  his  family  and  his  home,  where 
he  lived  so  happily.  I  cannot  speak  of  the  helpful  guidance 
which  he  has  given  to  many  a  votary  of  knowledge,  or  of  the 
counsel  and  encouragement  which  he  has  afforded  to  many 
an  aspiring  artist  struggling  with  adverse  fortune.  Still  less 
can  I  make  any  mention  of 

"  that  best  portion  of  A  good  man's  lite. 
His  little,  nameless,  un  re  me  inhered  acts 
Of  kindness  and  of  love" 

which  were  strewn  along  his  pathway  and  which  are  still 
cherished  in  many  a  thankful  heart.  My  single  aim  has  been 
to  reproduce  his  life  and  career  as,  in  different  degrees,  they 
were  known  to  us  all  —  a.  life  and  career  bright  with  useful- 
ness and  honor,  filled  with  heroic  industry,  devoted  to  enno- 
bling studies,  crowned  with  large  and  varied  attainments,  and 
worthy  to  be  an  example  and  a  stimulus  to  all  of  us  who  have 
been  associated  with  him  here  in  promoting  the  generous 
objects  for  which  our  Society  was  formed. 
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